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LET’S MAKE HISTORY

History was one of my favorite subjects in school. Whether it was just learning how things evolved or the
lasting impact of the old adage, “Those that cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it”. History was
something | liked.

As members of this club, we are curators of history. It could be our own experiences, family tales, or the
Old Cars we love and drive, but we, too, preserve history. That calling should not be taken lightly.

Automotive history is vast, ranging from Karl Benz to Henry Ford to John Delorean to Lee lacocca to Elon
Musk. These pioneers set the stage, created cars, and made history.

Locally, we should also remember our history, be it local car dealerships or repair shops, Drive-In Theaters,
or things we learned from past and current members of our Club. All of these make local history.

At the January meeting, we brainstormed some great MMOCC events. Tech sessions, tours, shows, and
social activities will be abundant and will make great history. You, too, can make history by helping organize one of
these events.

° Ron Clark is checking on a mystery dinner theater social.
° Ron Bogg and Roger Baugher are already planning on our own local, modified, version of “The Great Race”.
. Jim Martin, Bob Peitzmeyer, and Jack Boswell have all agreed to impart some of their “history” as they lead

different tech sessions.

For the February 22 MMOCC meeting at Tammy’s Restaurant in Centertown (6pm at 11805 Main Street),
bring your history, memories, and memorabilia about the old Capital Speedway on Industrial Drive. (See a reprint
article in this newsletter about Stock Car Racing in the Capital City.) As you read the article, note some of the
original pioneers of local racing, as several will be our guests that night, specifically Ray Kirchner and Lowell Flessa
(one of the comic relief Nut Brothers), as they share their history. Both are in photos in the article.

The old Capital City Speedway has many connections to our Club as Billy Bonnot was on a pit crew, Eddie
Tremain has saved and uncovered his Speedway memorabilia, and many members spent many weekends at the
Speedway.

You have history. You preserve history. Let’s make history!

MMOCC President Lyle Rosburg

Recorded Minutes to January 25, 2018 Mid Mo Old Car Club Meeting:

The meeting was held at Downtown Diner and called to order by Pres. Lyle Rosburg. The minutes of last
month’s meeting were read and approved as was the Treasurer’s report. Discussion included the location
and topics of 2018 meetings, and possible tech sessions, cruises, shows and social gatherings. The
February 22 meeting was scheduled for Tammy’s Restaurant in Centertown. Meeting was adjourned.

2017 MMOCC Officers:

President Lyle Rosburg Vice President Dennis Smith
Secretary Gary Waggoner Treasurer Tom Webb
Historian Roger Hager Events Chair Ron Clark

Car Show Chairs Connie and Mike Schaefer
Immediate Past President Nathan Fuller



Did you know...

* That Steve Hall's First Car and his First Classic Car was a 1961 Corvair Monza? Ralph Nader
would be “proud” that Steve was and is “Unsafe at Any Speed”.

* Mica Baldwin’s First Car was a 1990 Chevrolet Lumina?

+ Bob Brandt’s Favorite Car was a 1970 Monte Carlo?

 Roger Hager’s Dream Car is Model T?

+ Jack Boswell’'s Favorite Car was 1971 Chevrolet Vega Wagon with Crager Mag Wheels?

* Richard Heidbreder’s First Classic Car was 1970 T/A Challenger?

+ Don Weber’s First Car and First Classic Car was a 1930 Model A Tudor?

+ Kathy Hunt’s First Car was a 1964 Plymouth Valiant Sedan?

+ Leonard Rutledge’s Dream Car is a 23 window VW Bus?

Name these places in Jefferson City history and the cars in front of them...
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Looking ahead to future events, check out the calendar on this month's
newsletter.

* In March, the annual Scholarship Auction will be held, so start
cleaning off those shelves and digging in to those closets for auction
items... all for a good cause.

* May 24 is the annual Bondo-B-Que Picnic at 108 Route T near St.
Martins.

e August 23 is the Wes Scott Trunk Swap off Old Bass Road near
Brazito.

«  September 29 is Jefferson City's Oktoberfest and the 49 Annual
Mid Mo Old Car Round-Up and Show.




The website has some great pictures and historical articles about MMOCC. Break that cabin fever with a trip to
https://midmooldcar.club/

Find us on

Facebook
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What is that?

MID Mo OLD CAR CLUB - 2018 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

February 18 Cape Gireardeau Mo Swap Meet at Arena Park

February 22 MMOCC Meeting Tammies Resturant Centertown (Capital Speedway History)
March 3 Eureka,Mo Annual Outdoor Garage Sale & Swap Meet at Six Flags Parking Lot (8-2pm)
March 15-17 Norman,OK Swap Meet

March 16-17 Chickasha,OK 28th Annual Pre-War Swap Meet 1895-1945

March 16-17 Wichita,Ks 43rd Sunflower (prev.=Model A) Swap Meet 225 W. Douglas Ave
March 16-17 Kansas City Mecum Auction

* March 16-17 Salem/ Steelville - Rally in the 100 Acre Wood ( www.100aw.org )
March 22 MMOCC Meeting Scholarship Benefit Auction ..Location-Amer.Legion
* March 24 Linn ,MO Tracklap Dyno Day - HP Testing $60 Linn State Tech Campus

* April 5- 8 Versailles Jacobs Cave Swapping Days MMOCC tour ?

April 6-7 Lathrop Good Times Swap Meet

April 8 Saget, IL April Fools Swap Meet I-255 CCS Ball Park Exit 18 618 887-4492
April 13-15 Oklahoma City Southwest Street Rod Nationals

April 26- 29 Ft. Worth,TX Annual Pate Spring Swap Meet at Texas Motor Speedway
May 4 - 6 Jefferson City Shelbyfest

May 4 - 6 Lawrence,Ks Swap Meet (first full weekend in May)

May 4 - 6 Lake Ozark Magic Dragon Street Meet

May 11-12 Capital City Corvette Classic

May 22 MMOCC Meeting - BONDO-B-QUE ?

May 25-27 Springfield Mid-America Street Rod Nationals

June 1-2 Rolla Springfest - Saturday Car Show



June ? Slater Steve McQueen Days Car Show (boyhood home of Steve McQueen Festival)
June 3 Independence,MO Ararat Swap Meet

June 16-17 Sedalia,MO My Car Swap Meet at Fairgrounds

June 28 MMOCC Meeting Picnic at Kenny Braun's Lake

June 23-24 Waynesville Rt.66 Festival / Cave State Cruisers Car Show

June ? Westphalia KofC Swap Meet

* July 5-7 JC Airport- American Barnstomers (10-open cockpit Biplanes Display/Rides)
July 11-14 Colorado Springs, CO 2018 Nash Grand Nashional

July 29 St.Ann Ford Unlimited all Ford Car Show at McDonnell Park

August 10-12 Herman Blue Oval Rally (all Ford event)

August 17-19 Springfield,Mo 51st Annual Ozark Antique Swap Meet

September 29 Munichburg Oktoberfest & Mid-Mo Old Car Roundup and Show
December Christmas Party Thursday American Legion ??

* Additional Events of interest shown in italics

Mid Mo Old Car Club 2018 Calendar
Calendar-Revised: 12 February 2018 - Any corrections ?
Events ? etc?- Call Ron Bandelier (573) 893-2553

or Email to bondorondo@aol.com ...Thanks
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Mid Mo Old Car Club thanks the following Sponsors of the 2017 Roundup

$200.00 Sponsors
Central Bank
Todd & Linda Slanker

$100.00 Sponsors

Riley Chevrolet

Farmers Bank of Lohman
Precision Machine Inc.
Farmer Insurance -Scott Amos
Keith Pedigo

Michael & Kathleen Raithel
Robert & Bernadette Robison
Bob Wilson

Woodman Engineering Co
Millard Family Funeral Chapel

Door Prizes Sponsors

Jifty Lube

Auto Zone

N H Scheppers Distributing Company
Advance Auto Parts

Fechtel Beverage & Sales

O’Reilly Auto Parts

Jefferson City Oil Company

Goody Bag’s Sponsors

Fischer Body Shop

Daisy Delight Restaurant

State Farm Insurance — Jim Kesterson
McDonalds Restaurants

Sonic Drive In

Thank you all so very much.

$50.00 Sponsors

Kemna Collision Repair

Jim Lewis Tire & Wheel Inc.
Browner Alternator & Starter Service
Putman Chevrolet

Cole County Industries

Foster’s Transmission & Service
Samuel’s Tuxedos & Gifts
David Jaeger Insurance

Xtreme Body & Paint

Evers & Company CPAS
Capital Installers Inc.

Brady Glass & Paint Co
Bonecutters Body Shop

Capital Machines

4 Wheel Parts Plus

Fechtel Beverage & Sales
Warehouse Tire & Muffler

Joe Machens Ford

Towner Communication
Governor Motors Company
Marty’s Auto Body

Siebeneck Auto Sales

Best Fire Store & Fireplace Center Inc.
Bandelier Mustang Connection
Dennis & Linda Smith

Bonds Pharmacy

E & M Caywood
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Capital Racing Association Brought Stock Car
Racing to Jefferson City in 1950s

Ray Kirchner was typlcal, In
many ways, of the stock car race
drivers who gathered at the ald
Capital Specdway off of Indusirial
Dreiwe (where Florshelm Shoes Fac-
tory now stands) during the 1950s;
he was young, he had litle money,
he built his own car without any
formal training on how to do 5o,
and he raced because b loved do-
Ing it. There were dozens like him
in and around Jefferson City a half
century ago.

Ray Kirchner was about seven
vears old when he saw his first car
race. It wag on a Saturday in the
mibdedle 159405, and he had gone with
his parents to the state fair in
Sedalia. He wanted to take a seat in
the bleachers to watch the races, bt
his dad didn't have the fifty oents
required for admission. 5o Ray
watched the races all day through a
fence and was transfixed by the
spectacle. The cheering of the
crowd, the roaring of the engines,
the flying dust, even the smell of
the exhaust from the buming fuel,
all combined to capture his imagi-
nation and make him wani to race,

64

Ray Kiredier

Ray dropped out of school after
the cighth grade and worked a
number of poddly pald jobs, Includ-
ing a stint of “running parts,” greas-
ing cars, and changing oll at Harry
Blackwell's garage on Jefferson
Streel, When he was sixteen, he
started golng o car races at Kenny
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Bias’s racetrack cast of Holts Suin-
mit. Fager to watch a race from the
plt, Ray persuaded the ambulance
driver (“Fat Boy™ Williams) to sneak
him into the pit area In the back of
the ambulance, beneath a stretcher.
Soon after, he went oul to find a
race car of his own.

He found a 1934 Ford coupe that
had once been owned by Zing fang
Motors, minus Its engine, at a sal-
vage vard and purchased it for five
dollars, Next, he found an engine
Iying in his friend Tommy
Thompson's backvard and talked
Tommy into ghving It to him. He
hauled the engine and towed the
car to a garage owned by other
frends of his (*the Fluegel broth-
ers”) in Lohman, There, he readied
his car for racing. The preparations
incleded rebullding the flathead
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Ford engine, using many of the
same obd parts, Including the valve
cover paskets, which he covered
with a heavy layer of shellac. He
had no training as an auto me-
chanic, The skills he possessed, he
recalls, he “picked up by myselt.”

Ray also learmed a lot from a race
car driver named Dean Marr, who
wrals eleven '!.'1'.|hi|1-li senlon Hay arwd
other racers often hung out at a
small garage owned by Dean near
Waverly Strect, in an alley off of
modern-day Missourl Boulevard.
Born in 1926 in Eldon, Dean
moved to Jeflerson City with his
parenis when he was two years old.
The family took up residence al
1215 Monroe Street, where they
operated a grocery store, Dean's
father also had a garage in his base-
ment where he worked on cars,
boais, and small engines. It was
there that Dean learndd bo work on
and love automioblles,

Afver graduating from Jeferson
City High School In 1944, Dean
joined the navy and returned to the
capital city in 1946 after complet-
ing his tour of duty. He went to
wotk for the Missouwrl Iaciflc Ratl-
road soon after returning from the
service and continued to work
there for four decades, Like all of
the other racers in those early years,

Fhe Sporting Life

Fiyersi Maer, @ fowall rucing fepend, reorhving an awend

Déan Mare engaged In racing only
as a hoblry.

In il early 19508, Dean recalls,
“the racing fover got ahold of ws”
Thie earlbest raoetrack he rememben
was “an old figure-clght track™ just
off of US Highway 50, near Syra-
cusi. That track was bullt by Glenn
Jorws in 1950, A slightly later irack
was bailt and operated by Geonge
Klug on the “Sloughboot” Roldnett
farm off of Highway 179 near Elston.

Early in 1952, a group of racing
bauaffs met In the basement of Henry
Williams's home in the 1000 block
of Jefferson Strect
te form a racing
club, They regis-
perned theif Corpod-
tion, the Capital
Racing Associa-
tion, with the Mis-
sourl Secretary of
State's OfMice on
Fehruary 25, 1952,

The assoclathon’s
first racetrack was
the one on Kenny
Blas's property cast
of Holts Summil

that Ray Kirchner remembered be-
ing snuck into in the hack of an am-
bulance. Blas owned a salvage yard
nearby and was also a racing sup-
porter. [n fact, Dean Marm got his
first race car (a 1937 Ford Tudor se-
dlan} from Bias, Dean readied the car
for racing kn his garage, although b
lacked one important plece of
equipment needed to complete the
jobe: an electric welder. He arranged
o wse @ welder at Joe Delong's stecl
business, which was then bocabed at
the northwest comer of Jefferson
and Atchison stroets, on the Gity's
South Side, [n exchange for the use
of the welder, Dean Marr added
Delong's name o his car

The racetrack at Bias’s was primi-
tive in many ways, certainly by
today's standards. Makeshift
bleachers lined one side of the
track. Racing fans lined a ridge
above the other side and watched
the action from the hoods of their
cars and from blankets stretched on
thee ground, No barricade separated
fans from runaway race cars, which
then reached top speeds of seventy
milles per hour. It wias, a3 Dean Mars

Awirrdl cerermoy af Dy Fian Racntrack. Left to righl, Wi Baysdngir,
e Mar, and e weldeehiffod men
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racimg.” But It was fun.

It wasn't long before the Capital
Racing Assoclation decided to move
the moetrack 1o _ll.'fll.'ml:'l IIZII:r. 1he
site chosen was the old Jaycee Fair-
grounds off of Industrial Drive. Bace
car ownerd and racing fans urmed
the fairgrounds racetrack into a ma-
jor site of local entertainment for
more than a decade, Races were beld
every satunday night during the rac
ing season, and entire families came
to enjoy the night out. [nitially
there was only one class of race,
called Hobby Stock, Glimmicks were
contrived to hold the interest of
vigwen who were less-than-dbe- )
raclng fans. One popular activity
wiks the “ple race.” Parficipants had
bo race around the guarter-mile
track five times before stopping o
eal an entire pic. After eating the
e, a driver was allowed to continue
in the race, Another crowd-pleaser
was the “walermelon mace,” which
followed the same general idea,
Children always looked forward 1o
being entertained by the self-sivied
“wut Brathers® [ Buster® and “Pea-
nut"—Bernie Elken and Lowel]
Flessa), who performed in clown
costumes durlng Intermission,

Hittary, Yolume Three

Wives of e racers
formied a club called
the Specdettes to
work the conces-
sion stand.

Automobile fac-
ing in those carly
days of the 1950s
was far different
tharn what we Cxpe-
rience in the early
Irenty-first century,
First of all as virtu
ally all of the men
whio raced then re
member, “no one
had any money,*
And there were no
large amounis ol
ey awarded for
wirning a race, Ray Kirchner remaem
bors thuat In his best yvear of racing
cirs, he won a total of six hundped
dollars. He and athers raced bocause
they loved the sport.

There was also a camaraderie
among racers thatl would be dif-
cult tov find today. Racers helped
cach other to prepare for 4 race,
loaning equipment 1o each other,
offcring a tow, or making sugges-
Hons about how to increcase a car's
performance. Likewlse, In those
early years, race car drivers had ire-

The hial Brothers emtertaingd the cromad af ravces

mendous loecal followings. Ray
Kirchner remembers that when he
and his brother-in-law Jim Tambke
and others left Russellville 1o race
in Marshall or somewhere else, a
procession of forty o (fty cars
would follow them.

Caplital Speadway moved o a site
near Holts Summit in 19%7. By that
tiewwe, many of the early drivers had
dropped out of the sport because it
had bocome oo expensive and too
competitive, Dean Mare never raosd
at the new Capital Specdway, al-
thoaagh bee was one of it owners, e
sboppid racing in 1959, after he and
his wife, jean, dedded to adopd two
chilldren, Ray Kichner raced only a
couple of tmes at the new facility
As he rememnberns it, “you had tokeep
stepping up—:if you didn’l, you jusi
&t well quit,” Ray coubdn't afford to
sperad the large amounts of money
thal TS wiene speriding an cars and
engines. By that time, he had a wife
andd five children to support.

Hay Kirchner, Dean Marr, and
dozens of other race car drivers
trom the 1950k are still racing fans,
but they look back wittfully on a
time when racing was a hobby and
a part-time sport rather than a pro
besslon. Something, they belbeve
has been lost. =




“Something Old” Classifieds
(The car is for sale, not the guy next to it.)
For Sale: 1948 Lincoln Continental. Contact Jim Martin at 573-864-4048.

Problems? We have an opinion, but probably not a solution!

On most Saturday mornings at Jim Martin's garage in Elston, an informal group of MMOCC members gather to solve
some of the world's problems (or maybe just talk about them). From about 7:52am to 9:30am-ish, stop by 6709
Elston Second Street and enjoy a cup and camaraderie. Jimis
retired, so the start time fluctuates. Sometimes, Jim can’t host, but

Bondo leaves a note to meet up at his house at 108 Route T.

Old Car Club

MMOCC
P. O. Box 1594
Jefferson City, MO 65102



