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IT’S A GAS!        
 

  

MMOCC Member Mike 
Schaefer’s recently restored 
1930’s Wayne Model 60-C. 

Some of the MMOCC Member Sam Bushman’s Gasoline 
Memorabilia Collection. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by MMOCC Member Mike Schaefer. 

 



Carmain’s Auto Service – Jefferson City 
 
In the October MMOCC Newsletter we learned about Beck’s DX Service Station and that Paul 
Beck Sr.  purchased the station in 1935, located at Dunklin and Highway 50 West (Missouri 
Boulevard), from Carmain’s Auto Service. 
 
Leo Carmain 
Leo Nelson Carmain was born 21 September 1904 in Waverly, Kansas, southwest of Kansas 
City.  The 1930 census indicated he lived in Kansas City and worked as a linotypest at a printing 
office.  After moving to Jefferson City, he was employed by the Capital Newspaper as a 
linotype machinist, keeping the type setting machines in operating condition. 
 
Two Locations to Better Serve You 
Carmain’s started at the Dunklin and Highway 50 location on May 1, 1934, selling DX gasoline, 
used tires and used tubes priced at 35 and 50 cents.  They also offered a wash and polishing 
service and since they were located on a major highway they were open all night. They also 
stocked a small supply of groceries and campers supplies. 
 
A second location was opened December 1, 
1934 at 118 East Capitol Avenue, adjacent to 
the Governor Hotel (now a parking lot).  This 
was a previous service station owned by 
Dorsey Musick who operated Capitol Motor 
Company.  This location would offer 24-hour 
service of complete tire repair, greasing, 
washing, polishing, motor and chassis cleaning 
and general maintenance. They also offered a 
complete paint shop for autos, fender repairs 
and furniture. 
 
Carmain’s was a distributor for General tires 
and Exide batteries.  In July 1936 it was 
announced that they would be a distributor for 
International Harvester Company trucks.  This 
great line of trucks with thirty years of quality 
reputation was backed by after-sales service. 
 
The East Capitol location offered a steam heated indoor parking/storage service for ten cents a 
day to alleviate parking problems in the area for the convenience of those performing State-
related or other business in the area. This included a “call for and delivery service”.  



Both locations sold DX gasoline and products provided by Mid-Continent Petroleum Company. 
Carmain’s employed between 5 to 8 men. 
 
The move to Jefferson and McCarty 
It was announced that on November 1, 1936, Carmain’s would move from 118 East Capitol 
Avenue to the southwest corner of Jefferson and McCarty Streets, the former location of 
Junction Service (Bus Station). This was to be able to serve customers “better and more 
completely”.  J. W. Hobbs Reality Company then advertised the East Capitol location for rent 
and “a wonderful opportunity for a hustler financially able to handle a good going business”. 
 
At this new location they offered complete service and battery charging for 75 cents, with new 
batteries used as rentals. General brand tires were sold. 

 
In September 1936 it was announced the 
station would display and be a sales agency for 
Covered Wagon Trailers.  This was declared to 
be Jefferson City’s first company to sell this 
“new popular mode of travel and camp 
transportation”.  This was the first production 
travel-trailer, made by Arthur G. Sherman, 
with assembly lines in Mount Clemens, Michigan. 
 
The Cost of Doing Business 
Several incidents of crime were reported over the years during the operation of the service 
stations. It was reported in October 1934 at the Highway 50 location that vulcanizing gum 
(used in tire repair) was stolen.  It was found on the river front, some boys confessed, they 
were lectured and sent home. 
 



During December 1936 at the East Capitol location, two 
headlights were stolen from a Chevrolet pickup parked in the rear 
of the business. 
 
Leo received at “tip” in March 1936 that someone would rob the 
East Capitol garage.  This garage was also open all night, offering 
indoor rented parking space and service.  The night attendant 
carried the cash receipts with him while delivering cars, but in 
April, three to four days prior to the theft they resumed the 
practice of leaving money in the cash register.  On Friday night 
April 24, 1936, night service man Opie Nichols left the garage at 
9pm to deliver a car to Wymore Apartments.  When he returned 
a few minutes later, he discovered the “two cent sale marked up” 
on the register.  When the till was opened, it was discovered 
$6.28 was taken.  The thief had overlooked a five dollar bill under 
a stack of papers and some silver in another compartment. 
Nichols said he locked the business when he had left and he 
suggested the thief had entered earlier in the day and waited 
inside until the night attendant was called away. 
 

December 20, 1935, at 7:45 
A.M., a fire broke out and 
all three fire trucks from both departments responded.  
A flue fire started in a coal stove when employee Bill 
Carter swept the garage and threw the refuse into the 
stove.  He went outside and then heard an explosion 
when the stove pipes fell. The fire department fought 
the blaze in 10 degree weather and had it under control 
shortly after 8:00 A.M.  Thirty cars were stored in the 
garage with three suffering damage.  Two hundred new 
and used tires stored in the balcony above the stove 
were destroyed.  Many owners of the cars were 
representatives of road contractors in town for the 
letting of a contract at the Highway Department. Total 
damage was estimated at $2,500. 
 
The End of a Business 
By mid to late 1938, ads promoting Carmain’s business 
became nonexistent in the Jefferson City newspapers.  In 
April of 1939, a 1937 International D2 panel delivery 
truck was offered at public auction at the 



McCarty/Jefferson location, by assignee attorney Curtis J. Quimbly.   
 
The 1940 census indicated Leo worked as a printer at a newspaper.  In 1947, Jefferson Printing 
Company sued for an account, probably overdue, they had with Leo Carmain.  In the mid 
1950s his family lived at North Hills Estates, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania when his daughter 
Dolores Marie was married. 
 
South of the Border 
Not much more was heard from Leo with the exception of an article written August 1982 by an 
English-language, Mexican newspaper. The article was about U.S. citizens who came to Mexico 
where they could live more cheaply.  Leo was living in Cuernavaca, just south of Mexico City.  
He stated he worked in Puerto Rico from 1955 – 1970 for an envelope manufacturing business. 
In 1970 he retired in Mexico. 
 
“Sitting on the porch of his spacious and comfortable home topped by an antenna for his ham 
radio, 77-year-old Leo Carmain does not think he could return to the United States. Carmain 
said his money was safely tucked away in American accounts.  Things are different here, he 
said, noting the fresh cut flowers his maid cuts for the breakfast table each day. I hope I never 
get deported.” 
 
His wife, Katherine Paglisotti Carmain (1909 – 1982) passed away in Mexico City.  Leo passed 
away 30 July 1991 in Bexar County, Texas, with San Antonio as the county seat.  Their daughter 
Dolores Marie Carmain Bachman (1936 – 2020) passed away in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
 
Next time the story of Dorsey Music and Capitol Motor Company. 
 
Submitted by MMOCC member Craig Haugen, Lohman, MO 
  



 

 

 

 

  
  



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events that MMOCC Plans to Attend 

A. No December MMOCC Meeting. 
 

B. MMOCC Holiday Party. 
 Thursday, December 15, 2022 at 6pm. 
 American Legion off Tanner Bridge. 
 Bring a rob-your-neighbor gift for your gender. 



C. 2023 New Year’s Day Garage Tour.  
 Sunday, January 1, 2023.  

1. 11:30-1:00 Meal at the Pizza Company, 1508 East McCarty 
2. 1:00-1:30 Steve Meyer Collection at 1105 Missouri Blvd.  Across the street 

from O’Reillys, parking available beside and behind building. 
3. 1:45-2:30 Rusty Baldwin Shop, approximately 10 miles southwest of Jefferson 

City on Hwy 54, turn left on Hwy E, after 1 mile, stay left on Hwy. E.  One 
mile after that intersection, Rusty Baldwins Shop is on the right.  Please park at 
the Lions Club across the street.  Rusty is at 3239 Hwy E. 

4. 2:45-3:45 Brian Kujath Collection, return to Hwy 54 east to Jefferson City, 
continue on Hwy 54 across the Missouri River to Hwy 94. Go East on Hwy 94,  
6 miles to road 4031, turn left, stay on the paved road north. The paved part 
becomes 4021. Stay on 4021 until the stop sign on state route AA. Turn right, 
proceed ½ mile to 3915 State Route AA. Brian’s place is on the left. 

5. 4:00-6:30 The Smith House at 5003 Business 50 West, Jefferson City. Enjoy 
snacks and visit.  This will be the last year the Smith’s will host, so thank them 
for their hospitality. 

 Coordinated by Dennis Smith at 573-680-2505. 
D. Bill Bicknell Engines in Rolla. 

 MMOCC Member Bill Bicknell has invited us back to his shop in Rolla. 
 410 North Elm Street / Rolla. 
 Saturday, January 21 leaving Gerbes off Eastland at 9am, arriving in Rolla about 

10am.  Lunch brought in.  In the case inclement weather, we will postpone a week or 
two.  Old cars not required. 

 

FUTURE AND UNSCHEDULED EVENTS 
 

E. Tim Petty’s Drive In Theater. 
 Date to be determined. 
 Drive in Theater at the Petty Estate. 
 Coordinated by MMOCC Member Tim Petty (573-694-2977). 

F. Old School Drive In Theater. 
 Date to be determined. 
 Newly opened Drive in Theater in Moniteau County. 
 34263 State Highway T near Hwy 87 south of Burghers. 
 https://www.facebook.com/Oldschooldrivein  

G. 2023 – Audrain County Historical Society “Walk Back in Time”.  
 September 22-23, 2023. 
 Historical Event featuring pre-war cars (1940 or earlier). 
 501 South Muldrow / Mexico, Missouri 65265 / 573-581-3910 – Paul Baum at 

walkbackachs@gmail.com and https://www.audrain.org/events 
 More details and times to follow.  

 



MMOCC SHIRTS: 

We have T-shirts in gray and white, collared polo-type shirts, and a humorous T-shirt addition.  
If your shirt looks dingy, time to upgrade!  Shirts available at future meetings and events.  $20 
for collared shirts.  $15 for t-shirts.  $10 for hats.  Contact JIM MARTIN at 573-864-4048. 
 
 

 

Officers: 
President Tim Petty 
Vice President Dennis Smith 
Secretary Lyle Rosburg 
Newsletter Editor / Creator – NEEDED. 
Treasurer Larry Rhea 
Historian Ron Bandelier 
Car Show Chairs Tom and Karen Winters 
Immediate Past President Lyle Rosburg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


