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THIS NEWSLETTER IS
DEDICATED TO TRUCKS!
1968 Chevrolet C-10 Short Bed Pick-up “Leroy”
By MMOCC Member Jim Roberson

I traded a fifth wheel camper for this C-10 in
2014. It was a basic truck with no options, not
even a radio. It was a service vehicle for a repair
shop in Westphalia, Mo. “Leroy” never left the
Westphalia area. Marty Veltrop, Osage Classic
Cars, bought it and stored it for several years.
The truck was in very good condition with no
body damage and only minor rust.
It was my plan to use it as a daily driver with little
repair. I did find out, from Wes Scott, it needed a
valve job. I also added power disk brakes and drove it on a MMOCC tour in January 2015.
Everything went well.

The next thing that happened was I realized Marty had a
1999 Camaro with a LS1 5.7 engine and 4L60E
transmission. I bought the drive train and everything
started to change.
Don Grogan, Jim Martin, Gary Mutert, Wes Scott and
others helped me and kept track of changes. Almost
everything I did was a new project for me: Power
Steering, Tilt Automatic Steering Column, Camaro
Radiator, Two Speed Electric Fan, Under Bed Gas Tank,
Magnaflow Duel Exhaust, Chrome Bumpers, Lowering
Springs, Front and Rear Sway Bars, Hidden Trailer Hitch, New Glass, LED Tail Lights, Dakota
Digital Dash, Retro Sound Radio, Vintage Air, Bed Liner, Paint.
“Leroy” was bought on 6-10-14. It took me about 5 years to finish the project. I now consider
it my daily driver.

SHIRTS:
We have increased our MMOCC Shirt Inventory. We have T-shirts in gray and white, collared
polo-type shirts, and a humorous T-shirt addition. If your shirt looks dingy, time to upgrade!
Shirts available at future meetings and events. $15 for T-Shirts, $25 for the new humorous Tshirts, $35 for collared shirts, and $10 for hats.

THE HISTORY OF THE PICKUP TRUCK
Reprinted without Permission from https://www.carcovers.com/resources/history-of-the-pickup-truck.html

By John Linden
Pickup trucks have been around for well over 100 hundred years. Before we get into the
continuity and evolution of the pickup truck, I'd like to break down a few things.
The basic style of a pickup truck has a modified truck cab and an open back. The open back or
‘bed’ makes it easy to load and haul objects to and fro. The name “pick up” was derived from
its use as a vehicle to haul and transport heavy loads. The first popular pickup truck was
the Ford Model T Runabout with a pickup body. This vehicle was factory produced by Henry
Ford back in 1925.

The style of pickup trucks can vary greatly when considering make, model, purpose, and
region. Over the years, as the pickup truck evolved, it was referred to as a half-ton truck.
Early pickup trucks, mostly in the 1960s, could carry up to half a ton of freight in the bed and
cab combined (1000 pounds). Today, trucks can carry much greater loads due to the evolution
of technology.

Timeline
1896
I know, I know, I said that the first popular pickup truck was manufactured in 1925. Notice
that the keyword here is popular. There were a few nonpopular models in existence before
the 20s. In 1896, Gottlieb Daimler invented the first pickup truck that he marketed as a
horseless wagon with 4 horsepower, 2 cylinder engine, and 1.1 L. Dubbed vehicle no. 42, it
was advertised that the crude vehicle could carry up to 3300 pounds though many disagreed
with this estimation.
Early 1900s
Factories began producing pickup trucks. These included the Autocar, Reo, Auto Wagon, and
King pickup truck styles.
1918
Chevrolet soon jumped on the bandwagon and
began producing truck models that looked akin
to early cars with the rear body frame cut away.
This particular model had a bit of a DIY (do it
yourself) element to it because if you wanted to
use it as a truck, you had to install your own
bed.
1925
Now that pickup trucks were becoming more
popular, the Ford Motor Company began
offering amenities with their Model T Runabout.
This included allowing the customer the option
to add a truck bed. During this time, the Model T
Runabout with Pickup Body was mass produced.
3 years later, the innovative Model A pickup
truck was sold in 1928. The Model A featured
roll-up windows and an all steel cab.

1929
Not to be left behind, the Chrysler Corporation
manufactured the half-ton Dodge pickup truck, the
first of its kind.
1931
Factory
produced
pickup
trucks
from
Chevrolet entered the markets.
1935
Toyota entered
the pickup truck
manufacturing game with the model G1 pickup truck. It
was during the 30s that everything changed. The
automobiles of this era were designed so that they sat
much lower to the ground. Due to this change, cars were
no longer able to be converted into trucks by simply cutting
away the back portion and adding a bed. Trucks would
have to be manufactured as its own standalone vehicle. Following the devastation of WW2,
manufacturers began building pickup trucks like madmen, increasing its popularity several
fold.

The Pickup Truck: An American Icon

1930s
The late 1920s through the 1930s was the beginning of a new era for America. It was the
beginning of a love affair with pickup trucks. It all began when Chrysler bought the Dodge
Brothers Company in 1928. After the acquisition,
Chrysler began building Fargo trucks from 1928 to
1930. One notable pickup truck built during that time
was the Merchants Express pickup in 1929 (produced
by Dodge). The Merchants Express had the power of
a six-cylinder engine underneath its hood and a body
that was aesthetically pleasing to the eye.
Chevrolet soon manufactured a lightweight model.
This new lightweight pickup truck came with an
overhead valve six-cylinder engine, the first of its kind

in 1929. Ford stepped up to the plate with the newly manufactured Flathead V-8 pickup truck
in 1932. As a direct counter to this, Dodge produced its own Flathead six-cylinder engine
pickup truck in 1933.
On a side note, 29,549 Model A pickup trucks were manufactured by the Ford Motor Company
before stopping in 1932. The Model A was so popular that it’s considered, to this day, the
most popular automobile (not just pickup truck) to be mass produced during the 1900s.
1940s
When we think back to the 1940s, thoughts of WW2 come to mind. However, when it comes
to the pickup truck, the end of that chaotic decade was a time for the auto manufacturers to
kick their factories into full gear and
start cranking out newer and more
efficient automobiles.
In 1949 Dodge, Chevrolet, and Ford
began launching their post-war lines.
The Dodge B-Series, widely believed to
have taken the lead in front of the rest
of the pack due to its never before seen
cab design, took the market by storm
with a medley of new features. These
features included the aforementioned unique cab design, a windshield that was both wider
and higher, and rear quarter cab windows that helped to lessen blind spots.
Chevrolet manufactured its own light duty pickup truck in the late 1940s. The design-heavy
pickup truck was Chevrolet’s vision of a fresh post-war look. The 1947 Chevrolet ¾ ton Model
ER pickup truck had never before been seen in the market. It had the power of an overhead
valve six-cylinder Chevy engine as well as an entirely different experience for the buyer:
chrome from the window trim to the grille and rear quarter windows. It was as durable as it
was physically unique. Ford stepped forward with the F-Series pickup truck, the first
generation. The F-Series was produced from 1948 to 1952.
1950s
Commercial and personal trucking was authorized
for use on the Interstate Highway System in 1956.
During this decade, many Americans moved away
from the cities and began moving into suburbs. Jobs,
however, stayed in the cities. This prompted a new
hunger for automobiles to transport people to and
fro to work. This included a voracious hunger for
pickup trucks.

The big three, Dodge, Ford, and Chevrolet rose as the leaders in the market to meet this new
demand. New pickup truck models began to pump into the marketplace with unique body
styles and new features. For example, in 1955 the first contemporary V-8 engine with
overhead valves was introduced in a
Chevy pickup truck. This improved
the horsepower for traveling at high
rat es of speed. The International
Harvester in 1957 introduced the first
crew cabin. Initially, the Harvester
came with three doors, but a fourth
was added in 1961.
1960s
The 60s started with a bang with
GMC manufacturing a new pickup
truck design that included jet pod

grilles, a full-width hood, and a pinched-waist body
crease. Dodge followed suit with a crew cab in
1963 (factory manufactured). Ford jumped into the
fray by manufacturing its own crew cab pickup
truck in 1965. The Japanese, however, changed the
entire

industry when Toyota and Datsun introduced a
new concept: the compact pickup truck. As if all
of the fierce innovation and competition wasn’t
enough, the 60s also introduced the

improvement of pickup truck transmissions. This
new development meant that pickup trucks could
now travel further distances at a higher rate of
speed while carrying heavier freight. The industry
had been flipped onto its axis and changed the
state of how people viewed personal hauling all
across the United States.

1970s
One would think it would be quite difficult to one
up the advances of the 60s, but Dodge delivered
with the “Lifestyle” pickup trucks. The 70s was a
time where many Americans were eager to
travel. This new need was met with new family
friendly vehicles such as SUVs, station wagons,
and pickup trucks. In 1972 the Dodge D200
Lyle Rosburg and the 1970 Chevrolet C10 - 1987
Camper Special came with a slide on camper
body.
While Dodge catered to those looking to travel, GMC
focused on the individuals looking to haul heavy loads
such as large equipment. GMC launched its first crew
cab and began an ambitious campaign to update all of
its previous
models.
Every
pickup
truck in the
GMC line
was
updated with padded interiors.
1980s
It shouldn’t be a surprise to you at this point that
the innovation only continued on an upward trend.
The concept of the extended cab pickup truck was
given birth when Chevrolet introduced the S-Series extended model in 1983. In 1988, GMC
offered its own full sized extended cab pickup truck. As this was happening, the big three –
Ford, Dodge, and Chevrolet – had to deal with countering foreign competition by releasing
compact trucks to the American market. By the end of the decade, GMC introduced a new
series, more aerodynamic and streamlined. This new series was launched in 1987. This new
revolutionary line changed the face of the industry in much the same way the Japanese launch
of the compact pickup truck did. It set the bar for future GMC pickup truck designs.
1990s
The 90s could be considered one of Ford’s best decades. The 90s was the decade that the Ford
F-series truly took off, despite the fact that it had been in production since 1948. During the
beginning of the 90s, the F-series was in its eighth generation, which was manufactured from
1987 to 1991. The ninth generation ran from 1992 to 1996. During the 10th generation
(1997) the Ford F-150 received a completely new redesign, its first since 1980. The redesign

update came with progressive aerodynamics, a much roomier interior, and better savings on
fuel. Not to be forgotten during this decade, Dodge introduced the Ram pickup truck AKA the
T-300 in 1993. The Dodge T-300 competed with the Ford F-Series with its large cabin and
added storage space.
2000 GMC launched the Sierra HD that sported Duramax diesel engines. GMC wasn’t satisfied
with just adding raw power to its trucks. The company also expanded into developing luxury
pickup trucks. In 2007, GMC launched the GMC Sierra 1500 Denali pickup truck. The Denali
had stunning features: a spacious crew cab, a massive grille made of chrome, and a bumper
cover. The Denali was marketed to the individuals interested in driving in style. The Chevrolet
Silverado and GMC Sierra trucks have been essentially the same for their entire history.
However, there are some trim and add-on option variations. Early models included variations
in the engine and equipment, but the present differences are slight. The 1999 model year
redesign included different grilles and interior trim, and certain features (e.g. Quadrasteer)
were included at different times on the two trucks. The GMC Sierra
has a luxury package known as "Denali" which adds tons of creature comfort features and
design changes. Chevrolet's equivalent to the Denali trim level is the High Country Silverado
which was introduced in the 2014 model year.
Ford continued its F-Series with the launch of the twelfth generation. The latest generation of
F-150s ran from 2009 to 2014. Updates include a downsized cab to two doors (as opposed to
four), the removal of the manual gearbox, and the addition of heavy duty headlamps and
grilles.

Upcoming Events that MMOCC Plans to Attend
A. February Meeting.
 Thursday, February 27, 2020 at 6pm
 HyVee (JC) Community Room (upstairs).
 Get your meal and come on up!
B. Missouri Military Museum Tour.
 Saturday, March 7, 2020 meeting after
9:30am at the The Village Square / Patriot
Corner at McCarty and High Street (old
Warwick Village).
 Depart about 9:45ish for the Ike Skelton
Training Site at 2405 Logistics Road /
JCMO.
 Arrive when the Missouri Military Museum opens at 10am. Park old
cars in the “Bus Lot” in front of the aircraft for photos.

 Visit the Missouri Military Museum until about 11:15ish or as interest
fades.
 Depart for Daisy Delight at 2754 E McCarty / JCMO for lunch. Park old
cars together for photos.
 Come and go as you please. Join us when you can.
C. March Meeting.
 Thursday, March 26, 2020 at 6pm.
 Cole County Sheriff’s Department / 350 East High Street / JCMO.
 Annual Scholarship Auction – Accumulate your contributions and bring
your cash!
D. St. Patrick’s Parade.
 Saturday, March 14 lining up around 1:30 with parade starting at 2pm.
 Meeting, starting, and returning at Patty Malones at 700 West Main Street
/ JCMO.
 Downtown Jefferson City route (the parade, itself, is small, with about
500 feet of participants).
E. St. Pats Hot Rod Show and Cruise In 2020.
 Sunday, March 15. Event runs from
11am to 5pm.
 Ice Cream 4 Ice Cream / 11800 Farm
View Road / off Highway 54 /
Eugene.
 MMOCC Caravan leaving from
Schultes at 1:30pm.
F. April Meeting.
 Thursday, April 23 at 6pm.
 Location and topic to be determined.
G. Kelsey Tire – Vintage Tire Tour.
 Sunday in March or May. To be determined.
 1190 East Highway 54 / Camdenton.
 Caravan from Schultes in Jefferson City.
H. Roaring 20s at the Governor’s Mansion.
 Saturday, May 16 from 9am to 2am.
 Period correct cars on the Mansion Lawn.
I. May Meeting.
 Thursday, May 28 at 6pm.
 Location and topic to be determined.
J. Sheriff’s Barbeque Car Display.
 Old Car display at the annual Cole County Sheriff’s Barbeque.
 Tuesday, June 2 serving from 4-7:00 pm.
 Arrive when you can. Leave when you want. Bring a chair.
 BBQ pork steak or chicken.
 Old Car parking inside the Cole County Fairgrounds.

2020 Officers:
President Lyle Rosburg
Vice President Dennis Smith
Secretary Vacant (it could be you!)
Treasurer Tom Webb
Historian Roger Hager
Events Chair Ron Clark
Car Show Chairs Tom and Karen Winters
Immediate Past President Nathan Fuller

