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2024 MMOCC MONTHLY MEETINGS 
(Location and Topic Subject to Change) 

 
Date Location Topic 

07/25/2024 McClung Park Indoor Pavilion (air 
conditioned).  931 McClung Park 
Drive.  Arrive as early as 5.  Meal 
at 5:30.  Meeting at 6.  Contact 
Connie Schaefer with questions at 
573-690-5954. 

Indoor BBQ.  Bring a side to share and bring your own 
beverages.  Pulled pork, plates, and utensils provided by the 
Club.  
Featured Topic:  Home movies of MMOCC Events. 

08/22/2024 Bandelier Mustang Connections 
Estate.  102 Route T / JCMO.  (NE 
of the intersection of Rt.T Bus.50)   
 
(Best access on Bus.50 across 
from Farmers Bank of Lohman) 

The MMOCC August Trunk Swap , traditionally at Wes and 
Betty Scott's, will be held at Paul's Garage "Bandelier 
Mustang Connection" at 102 Route T. 
 Probably just a hot dog roast or something simple. 
 Bring lots of stuff to swap or sell (garden vegetables 

expected).  Bring cash to buy. 
 Plenty of parking. Bring Chairs and your favorite Beverages.  
 Organized by Ron Bandelier 573-893-2553. 

09/26/2024 HyVee Community Room Car Show Details. 
10/24/2024 Stuckey Farm.  3215 Zion Road / 

JCMO.  4 to 7:30pm.   
 

Bonfire.  Main course provided by the Club.  Bring a side or 
dessert to share along with a lawn chair and drink of your 
choice.   

11/21/2024 No meeting in November.  
12/19/2024 American Legion / 1423 Tanner 

Bridge Road / JCMO.  6pm. 
Holiday party and rob your neighbor gift exchange.  Meal 
provided by the Club.  Bring gift for your gender. 

 
 
 
MMOCC DUES ARE DUE for July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025 period:   

 Pay Larry Rhea (Treasurer) at our upcoming meetings or mail them to P.O. Box 
1594 / JCMO  65102.  

 The dues are only $20. This is a bargain!  For in return, you receive a highly 
informative and entertaining monthly newsletter, monthly meetings where you can 
socialize with your friends, calendar of car events, the opportunity to help with our 
car show, and food.  So don't forget.   

 Contact Larry Rhea with questions at 573-606-9266 or rlrhea1920@gmail.com 
 



RAT FINK 

Topic suggested by MMOCC Member Billy Bonnot 
Rat Fink is one of several hot rod characters created by 
artist Ed "Big Daddy" Roth, one of the originators 
of Kustom Kulture of automobile enthusiasts. Roth 
conceived Rat Fink as an anti-hero to Mickey Mouse. Rat 
Fink is usually portrayed as either green or gray, comically 
grotesque and depraved-looking with bulging, bloodshot 
eyes, an oversized mouth with sharp, narrow teeth, and 
wearing red overalls with the initials "R.F." on them. He is 
often seen driving cars or motorcycles.  

Roth began airbrushing and selling "weirdo" T-shirts at car 
shows and in the pages of hot rod publications such 
as Car Craft in the late 1950s. By the August 1959 issue 
of Car Craft, "weirdo shirts" had become a craze, with Ed 
Roth at the forefront of the movement. His T-shirt designs 
inspired an industry.  

Rat Fink was advertised for the first time in the July 1963 
issue of Car Craft. The ad called it "The rage in California". 
Also in 1963, the Revell Model Company issued a plastic 

model kit of the character. The initial run of the kit was from 1963 to 1965, but the Rat Fink kit, 
along with Roth's other creations, has been re-issued by Revell over the years. Rat Fink 
continues to be a popular item to this day in hot rod and Kustom Kulture circles in the form of 
T-shirts, key chains, wallets, toys, decals, etc. 

 
MMOCC Visited John 
Kelsey’s automotive 
museum in Camdenton 
September 12, 2021.  John 
Kelsey died September 17, 
2023. 



 
 

June 6, 1933 – The First Drive-In Theatre 
 
Richard Milton Hollingshead Jr. (1900-1975), while working as a general sales manager for his 
father’s automotive chemical company “Whiz Auto Products”, devised a plan for an outdoor 
automobile drive-in theatre.  He applied for a patent on August 6, 1932 and was granted 
#1,909,537 on May 16, 1933. Construction was immediately started and in under three weeks, 
the theatre was completed on a 400 acre tract of land in New Jersey, with an opening day of 
June 6. 

The following article was first published in “The Morning Call” of Allentown, Pennsylvania 

The Drive-In theatre, the first automobile movie theatre in the World, now being erected on the Admiral Wilson 
Boulevard, Camden, near Central Airport, on a plot of 250,000 square feet where motorists and guests can see and 
hear motion pictures without leaving their cars, is expected to be formally opened early next month. 

Comparable in size to Philadelphia’s Franklin Field it will accommodate 400 automobiles.  On a basis of four 
persons in each car, sixteen hundred people can simultaneously enjoy the talkies, seated in their own cars.  There 
will be seven rows of vertically inclined grades 
ensuring uninterrupted vision regardless of cars 
arriving or leaving their places in from isles.  This is 
made possible by a slight upgrade of the extreme front 
in each aisle which brings the front wheels upward at 
a five-degree angle.  Another feature of this patented 
phase is that bumpers do not contact the front guards 
on each aisle, but protruding tires as cushions.   

Each isle is fifty feet deep, more than three times the 
length of the average motor car.  More than thirty feet 



of space is available for each car to come in or go 
out without including the length of the car itself.  
From the bumper of a car in Row A to the front 
bumper of the car in Row B is a fifty feet clearing 
space. 

For weeks the utmost secrecy enshrouded the 
undertaking due to pending patents upon which 
the whole idea is based.  As soon as the patents 
were officially granted in Washington D.C., a horde 
of artisans, architects, carpenters and 
workingmen began laying the foundation of the 60-
foot screen stage for the world’s first Drive-In-
Theatre.  In the meantime, the entire sound 
engineering department of Radio Corporation of 
America and RCA-Victor had been experimenting 

with directional sound.  Simultaneously with the patent grants, RCA engineers announced that they had perfected 
what they had not dared to hope for, originally – controlled directional sound. 

In other words, the motorists and his guests seated in a car five hundred feet away from the screen stage not only 
see but hear the sound at the same precise volume as the auditors in the first row and vice versa.   

RCA, cognizant of its success with RCA Photophone in movie theatres, nevertheless realized that this mammoth 
outdoor theatre presented a somewhat different problem and that RCA’s high standard of quality had to be 
maintained.  RCA also visualized the success of the Camden Drive-In Theatre as the forerunner of the 
establishment of a score of Drive-In Theatres throughout the 
country, because of the convenience and comfort afforded 
motorists and their guests.  Naturally perfect control of sound 
would expedite the demand. 

Drive-In Theatres differ from the ordinary movie only in 
enhanced comfort and convenience.  Its advantages are too 
many and varied to enumerate but Richard M. Hollingshead, 
Jr., inventor, gives some of the reasons which prompted him to 
devote years to perfect the plan to the point of patent grants. 

“Inveterate smokers rarely enjoy a movie because of the 
smoking prohibition.  In the Drive-In Theatre one may smoke 
without offending others.  People may chat or even partake of 
refreshments brought to their cars without disturbing those 
who prefer silence.  The Drive-In Theatre idea virtually 
transforms an ordinary motor car into a private theatre box.  
The younger children are not permitted in movie theatres and 
are frequently discouraged even when accompanied by 
parents or guardians.  Here the whole family is welcome, 
regardless of how noisy the children are apt to be, and parents 
are furthermore assured of the children’s safety because 
youngsters remain in the car.” 

“The aged and infirm will find the Drive-In a boon because they 
will not be subjected to inconvenience such as getting up to 
leave others pass in narrow aisles or the uncertainty of a seat.  
Neither is it necessary,” continues Mr. Hollingshead, “to dress 
up particularly to see our movies.  The apparel worn for 
motoring answers the purpose just as well.  The necessity of 
searching for parking space adjacent to the movie theatre you 



attend has resulted in so much inconvenience that motorists prefer staying at home or continuing the drive.” 

Comparable to Franklin Field in spaciousness, the Camden Drive-In Theatre will be encircled by two hundred trees, 
from twelve to twenty feet high to complete the cooling suggestion of the project.  There will be three shows nightly 
at 8:30, 10 and 11:30. 

Over 400 cars attended the opening night of June 6, 1933.  The feature was a 1932 British comedy “Wives Beware” 
also known as “Two White Arms” starring Adolphe Menjou, the movie described as “A man (car salesman) in an 
unsatisfying marriage, fakes amnesia, with the help of a physician, in his sly pursuit or extramarital adventures, 
while trying to be persuaded to return to his wife whose pregnancy was unknown to him.” 

Due to complaints of cars in the rear area being unable to hear, the (3) six foot by six foot speakers were replaced 
with an RCA designed small car-mounted speaker which received the movie audio via a radio signal.  The Victor 
Talking Machine Company in 1901 was established in Camden and in 1929 became RCA-Victor.  RCA-Victor saw a 
future worth investing in the drive-in.   

In July 1940 a fire at the Hollingshead Whiz factory destroyed a city block, along with 54 adjacent homes, killing 10, 
injuring 150 and leaving 400 homeless. 

In June 1945 Hollingshead along with a pilot and three women were rescued from drowning when the Hollingshead 
Aviation Research and Experiments $32,000 Grumman amphibious plane struck an object in the Delaware River. 
The plane sunk after a large gash was made in the hull.  All clung onto a rowboat, which came to the rescue, until 
other boats could arrive to take all to shore. 

The Hollingshead Drive-In patent was deemed invalid in a 1949 court case, opening up the concept for all to use. 

Submitted by MMOCC member: Craig Haugen, Lohman, MO 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



  



Upcoming Events that MMOCC Plans to Attend 
A. July MMOCC Meeting. 

 Thursday, July 25. McClung Park Indoor Pavilion (air conditioned).  931 McClung Park Drive. 
 Arrive as early as 5.  Meal at 5:30.  Meeting at 6.  Indoor BBQ.  Bring a side to share and bring your 

own beverages.  Pulled pork, plates, and utensils provided by the Club.   
 Contact Connie Schaefer with questions at 573-690-5954.   
 Featured Topic:  Home movies of MMOCC events from 1975-1981. 

B. Monthly Capital Mall (JC) Cruise In. 
 Last Saturday of each month from April to September.  3-7pm. 

C. Capitol Cruise In (JC) East Capital at Madison. 
 Last Saturday of each month from March to September.  5-9pm. 

D. Argyle Knights of Columbus Car Show. 
 Argyle, Missouri. 
 Saturday, August 3 at 11am. 

E. Cars and Coffee (JC) at Honda. 
 Second Saturday of each month from June to November.  8am-11am. 
 At Honda of Jefferson City.  Bring out your old cars and offset the “kid cars”! 
 August 10, September 14, October 12, and November 9. 

F. Missouri Moonshiners Street Rod Club Cruise In. 
 Second Saturday of each month from April to October.  5-8pm. 
 Thriftway in Linn.  Contact the Evens at 573-291-6209 if questions. 
 August 10, September 14, and October 12. 

G. California Cruise In. 
 Second Saturday of each month from April to October.  6-8pm. 
 Pizza Hut in California, MO. 
 August 10, September 14, and October 12. 

H. August MMOCC Meeting / Trunk Swap. 
 Thursday, August 22 with Swapping starting at 3.  Meal about 5.  Meeting about 6. 
 Bandelier Mustang Connection.  102 Route T / JCMO.  (NE of the intersection of Rt.T Bus.50)  

(Best access on Bus.50 across from Farmers Bank of Lohman ) The MMOCC August Trunk Swap , 
traditionally at Wes and Betty Scott's.  Swapping starts at 3. Meal about 5.  Meeting about 6. 

 All the usual participants are of course invited, and guests are welcome. 
 Probably just a hot dog roast or something simple. 
 Bring lots of stuff to swap or sell (garden vegetables expected) and cash to buy. 
 Plenty of parking. Bring Chairs and your favorite Beverages.  

I. Holt Summit Pizza Hut Cruise In. 
 Saturday, September 7 at 5pm. 
 Attendees get discount at Pizza Hut that night. 
 Contact Nathan Fuller if questions at 573-645-7088. 

J. Folk Fall Festival and Car Show. 
 Sunday, September 8.  Car show at Laura and Dennis Even’s house (173 Hwy EE) in conjunction 

with the Church’s Fall Festival.  Contact the Evens at 573-291-6209 if questions. 
K. Ozark Ham and Turkey Festival. 

 Moniteau County Fairgrounds near downtown California, Missouri. 
 Saturday, September 21.  Registration 9:30-11.  Judging 11-2.  Awards at 3.   
 “Cars and More” Show (Cars, Tractors, etc.) at the Fairgrounds and small-town Parade (optional). 

L. All Ford Car Show  
 Saturday, September 15 from 9-1. 



 Walmart – East / 401 Supercenter Dr (formerly at the Mall). 
M. MMOCC Old Car Round Up and Show. 

 55th annual. 
 Saturday, September 28, 2024. 
 In conjunction with JC Oktoberfest. 
 Car Show Chairs Tom and Karen Winters (573-533-1294). 
 Junior Car Show Chair needed to help in 2024 and take over in 2025. 

 
Officers:  

President Tim Petty 
Vice President Dennis Smith 
Secretary Lyle Rosburg 
Newsletter Editor Lyle Rosburg 
Treasurer Larry Rhea 
Historian Ron Bandelier 
Car Show Chairs Tom and Karen Winters 
Car Show Chair to take over in 2025- 

NEEDED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


