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Buying or selling? Don’t wait—
make your move now.

The market won’t wait.
And neither should you.

Know your home’s value.
Then make your move.

Discover more at addressUSA.com
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The market won’t wait. 
And neither should you.

Discover more at addressUSA.com
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Laine Hicks has a crappy job and he
couldn’t be happier.

Hicks runs Holy Crap Poop Scoop, a
Monroe-based business specializing in
pet waste removal.

Formore than a year, Hicks has spent
his weekends picking up and bagging
dog poop.

He works full-time in home demoli-
tion, but it was working in lawn care
that Hicks thought about starting his
own poop scoop service.

“Customers would ask me to scoop
the poop before I cut their grass,” Laine

Hicks said. “I never charged them extra,
but I started thinking this could be a
separate business.”

On Feb. 14, 2025, Hicks officially
started Holy Crap Poop Scoop.

“Rain, sun, and snow we’ll be there,”
he posts on his business’s Facebook
page. “We’ve got your back...yard.”

He said he hadwracked his brain try-
ing to think of a name for his business.

“There’s a lot of scoopbusinesses out
here,”LaineHicks said. “There’s Scoopy
Poo which is a spinoff of Scooby Doo
and thenyou’ve got ScoopDog andPup-
py Poo Patrol.”

It wasn’t until Hicks found himself in
traffic and amotorist cut him off that he
came up with the moniker.

“I said, ‘Holy crap!’” he said. “And I
thought, ‘That’s it! That’s the name.’”

On his business website, Hicks
posts his philosophy and services
along with terms and conditions.

Customers are required to provide
safe access to the yard on scheduled
service days and notify Hicks in ad-
vance if gateswill be lockedor petswill
be outside.

Clients can pay for weekly or bi-
weekly services or a one-time cleanup.

“I will do twice a week if people
need it,” he said. “If they havemultiple
dogs. The yards I do are all under a
quarte acre (about 10,00 square feet)
which is what my pricing is based on.”

Pet waste is double bagged and
placed in the customer’s trash can or

‘We’ve got your back...yard’

Laine Hicks owns and operates Holy Crap Poop Scoop, a pet waste removal service in Monroe.
PROVIDED BY LAINE HICKS

Monroe man’s ‘crappy’ job is a booming business

Lisa Vidaurri Bowling
The Monroe News

USA TODAY NETWORK

See BUSINESS, Page 2A

Want to own a drive-in theater?
Memory LaneDrive-InTheatre at 6501
N Monroe St. in Monroe is for sale.

According to a listing on LoopNet,
the price is set at $740,000.

“Opportunity awaits with this
unique 15.5-acre commercial property
in Monroe, offering both an estab-
lished drive-in theatre layout and ex-
ceptional land-use potential for a va-
riety of future uses,” the listing states.

InApril 2025,MemoryLaneowners
announced that it would permanently
close. The reason givenwas the lack of
money being made from concessions.

One month later, though, it an-
nounced that it would be opening
again under new management.

“We have worked with a local cou-
ple from Monroe since the announce-
ment of Memory Lane closing and
they are ready to light the big screen
back up again,” read the announce-
ment on the theater’s Facebook page.

The theater’s owner was not imme-
diately available for comment.

“Whetheryouare looking to revivea
classic entertainment venue or capi-
talize on the land value, this property
presents a rare and versatile invest-
ment opportunity,” reads the listing.

— Contact reporter Connor Veen-
stra at CVeenstra@gannett.com.

Monroe
drive-in
theater up
for sale
Connor Veenstra
The Monroe News

USA TODAY NETWORK

TheMonroeCountySheriff'sOffice is
investigating a bomb threat made
against a Monroe High School student
on Saturday, Feb. 21.

According toa letter sent outbyMon-
roe Public Schools administration, the
sheriff's office determined that the

threat was not credible and the same
caller hadmade calls to other locations.

"We appreciate both our law enforce-
ment partners at MCS and the family
who reported this information so that it
could be promptly investigated," read
the letter sent late Sunday, Feb. 22.

According to Sgt. Jason Miller with
the sheriff's office, the number was
traced to Iowa. The sheriff's office con-
tacted local authorities there, but have

not received further contact. The caller
will most likely be charged if found, he
said.

This isthethirdschoolscare inMon-
roe County in the last week; students
brought shotgun shells to Bedford Ju-
nior High School on Feb. 18 and threats
were found the day before on the bath-
roomwalls of TriumphAcademy.

—Contact reporterConnorVeenstra
at CVeenstra@gannett.com.

Bomb threat against local high
schooler under investigation
Connor Veenstra
The Monroe News

USA TODAY NETWORK
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Shown are areas of precipitation and high temperatures for the day.
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Precipitation:

Temperature:

The patented AccuWeather.comRealFeel Temperature® is an exclusive index of effective temperature based on eight weather factors. Shown are the highest and lowest values for each day.

5-day forecast for Monroe

Sun and moon

State cities

W-weather, s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy,
c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,

sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Almanac

National summary

Moon phases

Shown is today’s
weather. Temperatures
are today’s highs and
tonight’s lows.

0-2 Low; 3-5:Moderate; 6-7 High;
8-10 Very High; 11+ Extreme

UV index
The higher the AccuWeather.com
UV Index™ number, the greater the
need for eye and skin protection. Muskegon Saginaw
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National cities

Today Thu.

Times of snow and mixed precipi-
tation will return to the Northeast
on Wednesday. A separate area
of rain and snow will impact the
Rockies and portions of the Plains
as well. The South will be warm.

Statistics through Sunday

High/low 33°26°
Normal high/low 36°/21°

Forecasts and graphics provided by
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2026

Sunday Trace

Sunrise today 7:15 a.m.
Sunset tonight 6:19 p.m.
Moonrise today 11:43 a.m.
Moonset today 3:10 a.m.

Adrian 31 21 sn 35 25 sn
Ann Arbor 31 17 c 34 21 sn
Battle Creek 30 20 sn 35 27 sn
Bay City 28 18 pc 31 27 sn
Benton Harbor 32 22 s 34 27 sn
Cheboygan 23 9 sn 25 17 sn
Detroit 35 20 sn 32 25 sn
Flint 30 15 sn 32 24 sn
Grand Rapids 28 19 sn 33 27 sn
Ironwood 12 -2 c 33 26 c
Kalamazoo 30 22 c 36 27 sn
Lansing 28 18 sn 31 26 sn
Lapeer 27 16 sf 31 23 sn
Marquette 18 3 c 24 19 c
Muskegon 30 22 pc 31 30 sn
Pontiac 28 15 sn 31 22 sn
Saginaw 27 17 pc 30 26 sn
Sault Ste. Marie 22 12 sn 23 18 c
Traverse City 24 14 sn 30 25 sn
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Mar 11
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Mar 18

Thursday Friday Saturday SundayTonightToday

Breezy and chilly
with snow

Intervals of clouds
and sunshine

Periods of clouds
and sunshine

Colder with consid-
erable cloudinessCloudy

Somemorning snow;
mostly cloudy and

windy

8 a.m. 10 a.m. Noon 2 p.m. 4 p.m.

33° 24°High: 34° Low: 21° 46° 32° 42° 24° 31° 20°
RF: 20° RF: 24°RealFeel: 21° RealFeel: 18° RF: 41° RF: 29° RF: 43° RF: 15° RF: 24° RF: 8°
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Albuquerque 74 45 c 72 38 s
Anchorage 6 -8 s 4 -9 s
Atlanta 61 54 c 64 49 r
Billings 50 35 sh 59 37 pc
Boston 40 28 sn 36 25 pc
Buffalo 33 20 sn 29 17 c
Charleston, SC 63 52 pc 71 59 pc
Charleston, WV 54 35 c 44 30 r
Charlotte 59 50 c 64 47 r
Chicago 34 23 s 41 30 sn
Cincinnati 49 32 c 42 29 r
Cleveland 37 22 pc 32 22 sn
Dallas 83 57 pc 74 47 s
Denver 67 31 pc 63 36 s
Honolulu 77 66 pc 79 64 pc
Houston 81 68 pc 82 56 pc
Indianapolis 43 31 c 43 27 c
Jackson, MS 74 60 c 72 49 sh
Las Vegas 77 56 pc 78 58 pc
Little Rock 66 54 c 65 40 r
Los Angeles 76 55 pc 76 58 s
Louisville 57 37 c 47 34 r
Memphis 63 55 c 62 39 sh
Miami 73 62 s 80 70 pc
Milwaukee 29 21 pc 37 30 sn
Minneapolis 20 15 sn 37 31 pc
Nashville 58 51 c 60 40 r
New Orleans 74 66 pc 76 58 c
New York City 40 32 sn 38 32 r
Oklahoma City 71 48 pc 65 37 pc
Omaha 46 27 pc 57 35 s
Orlando 74 47 s 80 58 s
Philadelphia 45 31 sh 42 31 r
Phoenix 87 63 s 89 64 pc
Pittsburgh 43 26 sn 39 23 sn
Portland, ME 30 21 sn 36 18 pc
Portland, OR 54 35 pc 55 40 c
Providence 38 22 sn 37 23 pc
St. Louis 53 36 c 49 34 pc
Salt Lake City 55 32 r 56 38 s
San Antonio 87 58 pc 83 50 s
San Francisco 63 54 pc 67 53 pc
Seattle 52 43 pc 52 40 c
Tampa 69 54 s 76 63 pc
Tucson 86 55 pc 87 54 s
Washington, DC 55 37 c 48 36 r
Wichita 63 39 pc 62 35 s

can be hauled away for an additional
charge.
“Ninety-nine percent of my custom-

ers are once a week,” he said.
The current cost for pet waste to be

scooped once a week is $85 per month.
Hicks charges per month and payment
is due before services are rendered.
Many of Hicks’s customers come

from Facebook. He’s made and placed
door hangers at homes and local busi-
nesses.
He is currently booking spring clean-

up. Hicks said clean yards mean happy
dogs, safe kids and pest-free spaces.
“In the springtime, I will scoop 150

yards,” he said. “I’m hoping to add an-
other 30 to 40 full-time customers.”
Hicks says he enjoys his job.
“Who doesn’t like working with

dogs?” he said. “And I just love being
outside. I’m not an office guy. I can’t sit
at a desk. I like to getmyhands dirty but
not poopy.”
More information about Hicks and

how to book his services can be found
online.
— Contact reporter Lisa Vidaurri-

Bowling at lvidaurribowling@gan-
nett.com.

Holy Crap Poop Scoop in Monroe offers dog waste removal services.
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Continued from Page 1A

Laine Hicks, owner of Holy Crap Poop Scoop, with Buck, one of Hicks’s weekly
clients. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY LAINE HICKS

CDC’sAbrahambecomes
2nd topofficial to leave thismonth

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention’s Principal Deputy Director
Ralph Abraham has stepped down, the
agency said on Feb. 23, announcing the
exit of its second top official thismonth.
The CDC, which is temporarily being

runbyDr. JayBhattacharya, said thede-
parture was effective immediately and
attributed it tounforeseenfamilyobliga-
tions. It did not comment onwhowould
replaceAbraham.Hisexit followsthatof
JimO’Neill,whowasactingCDCdirector
since August in addition to him func-
tioning as Deputy Secretary of Health
andHumanServices.
Abraham, second in command at the

agency, started at the CDCon Jan. 5 and
wasmostrecentlysurgeongeneralofthe
stateofLouisianawherehe ledamoveto
stoppromotionofmassvaccinationand
criticized theCOVID shots.
The CDChas been hit by budget cuts,

staff losses and a series of controversies
underHealthSecretaryRobertF.Kenne-
dy Jr., a longtime vaccine skeptic who
fired the director he had appointed, Su-
san Monarez. Monarez was removed in
Augustaftersheresistedchangestovac-
cine policy advanced by Kennedy that
she believed contradicted scientific evi-
dence.
Her departure triggered resignations

fromfourseniorofficials,whocitedanti-
vaccine policies and misinformation
pushed byKennedy.
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