Livability Lab Update:
Q & A with Emcee Mickey Wallace
We look forward to welcoming Mr. Mickey Wallace back to the Livability Lab
stage! Mr. Wallace helped launch the 100-day Challenge last September as
cohost, and is returning to celebrate with us on January 23 (please register to
attend if you haven’t already!). From the beginning, his passion for community
collaboration showed how integral he is to this effort. Below is a Q & A the
Livability Lab conducted with him via email.
Can you tell us about yourself?
Help our readers get to know you
a little bit better.
Wow, no pressure. I’ll stick to the
highlight reel of my adulthood lol.
So we don’t lose the readers in the
opening question, I’ll consolidate by
saying I’m a father, student, bridge,
speaker, business owner, and a
seeker of knowledge. I guess I’ll
toss in part-time funny guy.
What are some of your favorite moments as a host/emcee (at any event)?
One of my favorite recent moments hosting was with Pathfinders of Muskegon
Heights at their “Coming Back to Pathfinders” event. I first volunteered with PF
when I was 14–15 years old as a junior mentor. Now as an adult, I serve on the
board and get to help with seeing that this generation receives opportunities
like I had to be successful and build better habits and character. Hosting that
event was about celebrating the youth and it meant a lot to be asked to do it.
What other interests do you have, or things you participate in with your
free time?
Free time—what’s that? lol. I have quite the appetite for serving my community
and being a bridge connecting people to resources they need. This keeps me
involved as a board member, advisory committee member, executive director of
a mentoring organization, and community liaison, plus I enjoy poetry, literature,
tacos, learning to dance, acting, script writing, producing, and spending time
with friends and family...but I enjoy my alone time just as much lol.
When you were first approached about hosting the Livability Lab launch
last September, you asked a lot of questions about the event before
agreeing. It seems you take care to lend your talent to the community
events that align with your own personal philosophy. Can you tell us a
little more about that and what made you decide to join the Livability Lab
efforts?
First, I’m glad you all appreciated the questions I posed to the group before
agreeing to host the event. I do take special care to associate myself with those
that I believe have a heart and head for serving humanity. There are so many
opportunities to serve that often we run into another and end up replicating
services when we should be uniting and working collectively. I wanted to work
with Livability Lab because I believe that you all see things the same way and
showed it by doing a lot of work prior to the event to bring as many people from
the community to the table as possible.
What are your thoughts on the launch day response? Why do you think
the community embraced the 100-day Challenge so much?
I think the community embraced the Challenge as well as they did because
they were allowed to be participants in their own healing, growth, and
prosperity and were shown proven tools and methods to use in their planning
and specific challenge.
What words of advice do you have for the teams as they prepare for the
January 23 Challenge Celebration, where they get the chance to tell their
stories?
I would say that this is the beginning. We continue as parts of the whole for the
good of our community and generations to come. Where there is equity,
inclusion, and honest communication, we will make great progress.
What is your hope for the future of this cross-sector effort (Livability Lab)
and the future of Muskegon County?
My only hope is that we continuously improve on our efforts by effectively
communicating and purposefully involving the diversity of our community in its
affairs.
Anything else you'd like to add?
We accomplish more together. I am available for professional speaking events
with messages of inspiration for all ages and professions. Follow me on social
media @MickeyWallace13
On January 23, join Mr. Mickey Wallace, the Challenge Teams, our partners
from Michigan State University, and fellow community members at the 100-day
Challenge Celebration. Event begins at 8:00 AM; be sure to register now to
ensure your spot.

THE LIVABILITY LAB FRAMEWORK: ONE
AUDACIOUS VISION

au·da·cious /ôˈdāSHəs/
(adjective): showing a willingness to take surprisingly bold risks

In Muskegon County, we've proven that we have the grit, know-how, work ethic,
heart, and audacity to adapt and achieve great things, even during challenging
times. We have taken great strides forward these past several years, and now
we will build off this momentum and continue to work together to reach our
community Vision!
See you on January 23 to learn more about this audacious Vision and the steps
taken by 19 Challenge Teams towards it: creating a system that ensures
livability for all Muskegon County residents.
Where do we go next with this Challenge? Join in the discussion and help
move it forward!

SPOTLIGHT ON: LIVABILITY LAB EXPO
On January 23, following the Headline Presentation, the Folkert Center
becomes the Livability Lab Expo! Get up out of your seats and get to know the
Challenge Teams. Each Team has their own trade show–style booth lined up
along the perimeter of the room and they'll be ready to share their
experiences, provide additional resources, and discuss future opportunities.
We'll also have some fun with giveaways and chances to win prizes during
this time—come have a lively time at the Livability Expo!

REGISTRATION IS OPEN FOR THE CHALLENGE
CELEBRATION JANUARY 23, 2020.
Space is limited, RSVP today!
Register

Are you following the Livability Lab on Facebook? If not, please do!

Supported by the Muskegon Community Health Innovation Region. More information can be found at
www.LivabilityLab.com.
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