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Class Descriptions – Fall Quarter, 2019 
 September 9 – November 26, 2019 

 

School Calendar 

Term: A Dates: Mon, Sep 9 – Mon, Oct 14  Term: B Dates: Mon, Oct 21 – Mon, Nov 25  

        Tue, Sep 10 – Tue, Oct 15      Tue, Oct 22 – Tue, Nov 26  

Term A Week    1    2    3           4              5   6      Term B  Week   1    2            3     4     5    6    

Mondays:   Sep  9,  16,  23,        30     Oct 7, 14     Mondays:   Oct 21, 28   Nov 4,   11,  18, 25      

Tuesdays:  Sep 10,  17,  24,  Oct  1,           8, 15     Tuesdays:   Oct 22, 29  Nov 5,   12,  19, 26    

                Please Note:  One–day classes are highlighted (shaded) and marked …  1-Day!  

Please read our short teacher biographies (pp. 10-12) to find out about them. 

Your opinion counts!  Please take time to fill out the evaluation forms at the end of each course. 

      

A: Acrylic Painting Studio               Instructor:  Carol Lofgren 

Term: A on 6 Mon Dates: Sep 9 – Oct 14 | $48                Time: 10 am to 12 noon | Room: 224 

Term: B on 6 Mon Dates: Oct 21 – Nov 25 | $48          Time: 10 am to 12 noon | Room: 224 

This course is for painters of all levels of experience, although a little knowledge of painting is helpful.  

There is no criticism, just encouragement and suggestions, if desired.  We work on individual projects and 

learn from each other.  Painting is a relaxing, satisfying pastime.  You may use water colors, too, if you 

wish.  Or, you can use water miscible oil paint (no turp or mineral spirits).  It’s a great group – lots of 

ideas and techniques discussed.  Let the office know if you need a supply list for the class. Enjoy! 

A: "Ain't I a Woman" by Bell Hooks                 Instructor: Mark Hilgendorf 

Term: A on 6 Tue   Dates: Sept 10 - Oct 15 | $48    Time: 9:45 am – 10:45 am | Room: 222 

Bell Hooks examines the experience of African American women in the larger history of the US.  Read 

the introduction and chapter 1 for the first day of class. 

A: "The Active Life" by Parker Palmer               Instructor: Mark Hilgendorf 

Term: B on 6 Mon   Dates:  Oct 21 – Nov 25 | $48          Time: 11 am – 12 noon | Room: 222 

Parker Palmer takes a wholesale approach to life and discusses the importance of work and creativity to 

live a fulfilled life.  Read chapter 1 before the first class. 

A: American Musical Theater              Instructor:  Judy Krelitz  

Term: A on 6 Mon Dates: Sep 9 – Oct 14 | $48                  Time: 11 am to 12 noon | Room: 220 

Term: B on 6 Mon Dates: Oct 21 – Nov 25 | $48      Time: 11 am to 12 noon | Room: 220 

This fall we will cover the five musicals of Frank Lesser.  We begin with the joyous romp Where's 

Charlie, continue with his gem Guys and Dolls, move to Most Happy Fellow, then little known Green 

Willow, and end with How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying.  We will also hear the 

delightful music he wrote for the movie Hans Christian Anderson plus discover some well-known songs 

he wrote. 
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A: Antler Basketry!               Instructor: Richard Gonzales M.A. 

Term: B on 5 Tue Dates: Oct 22 - Nov 19 | $125 (5 Days)   Time: 10:30 am to 12 noon | Room: 224 

Students will learn to construct a contemporary antler basket.  Students will use mixed media to finish the 

basket such as reed, seagrass, and yarns.  All materials will be supplied.  The instructor is a member of the 

Iroquois Confederation, Oneida Tribe and Turtle Clan.  He and his son are the only people in the nation 

who possess knowledge of this process.  The $125 cost includes the $40 class fee and $85 for the 

materials to build the antler basket, which will be provided by the instructor and include the antlers.  

C: The Emergence of Modern China              Instructor:  Rick Rocamora  

Term: B on 2 Tue   Dates: Nov 19 & 26 | $16 (2 Day!)                  Time: 1 to 2:30 pm | Room: 224 

The emergence of Modern China is one of the most important economic and geo-political trends of the 

21st Century.   

In Part 1 of this two-week course, we will examine the history of China during the Qing (Manchu) 

Dynasty and study China's encounters with the West starting in the same period as the American 

Revolution thru the collapse of the Qing Dynasty in 1911. Americans label this period the Opening of 

China, but Chinese call it the beginning of their Century of Humiliation.  

In Part 2 we will concentrate on the period following the collapse of the Qing (Manchu) Dynasty in 1911.  

China descended into chaos and the country was ruled by regional “Warlords”.  The Nationalist Party 

attempted to consolidate power and eventually engaged in a bitter Civil War with the Communists.  In 

1937, the two factions united to oppose the Japanese invasion of China which marked the beginning of 

WWII. The Civil War resumed in 1945 and ended with a Communist victory in 1949.  Mao consolidated 

power until his death in 1976.  We will examine this chaotic period and its impact on today’s China. 

C: Climate Change and Renewable Energy                           Instructor: Dale Snider 

Term: A on 6 Tue Dates:  Sep 10 - Oct 15 | $48             Time: 10:00 am to 11:00 am | Room: 211 

We only have 20 years (and it will take at least 20 years) to save the planet and civilization from 

catastrophe.  Let's learn what must be done. 

C: Creative Art in Mixed Media for Experienced Painters          Instructor: Barbara Kendro    

Term: A on 6 Mon Dates: Sep 9 – Oct 14 | $48  Time: 12:30 pm to 2:30 pm | Room: 224 

Term: B on 6 Mon Dates: Oct 21 – Nov 25 | $48   Time: 12:30 pm to 2:30 pm | Room: 224 

Barb heads up a class of new techniques, new material, many styles of painting and new ways to loosen 

up your painting.  This class is not judgmental; the instructor will give only instruction, suggestion, 

encouragement and any help the student may need.  There will be studio work. Since much of this work is 

advanced, she asks for artists to be experienced in one or more media. 

D: Understanding Dementia and Memory Care     Instructors: Pam Foti and Jenny Wagner   

Term: B on 1 Tue  Date: Nov 19 | $8 (1 Day!)              Time: 12:45 pm to 1:45 pm | Room: 211 

Each person is unique. When they receive a dementia diagnosis that doesn't change. Their 

care should also be unique and fit them as an individual. Join Vesta to gain a better 

understanding of dementia and explore the many types of memory care 

programs that exist. What care is best for my loved one? Presented by Pam Foti and 

Jenny Wagner, Elder Care Consultants and Co-owners of Vesta Senior Network. 

 

 

http://www.nss4s.org/


 

Page 5   North Shore School for Seniors  |  www.nss4s.org     

D: The Dispossessed: The Story of Wisconsin’s Indians      Instructor:  Kit Vernon  

Term: A on 4 Tue Dates: Sep 24 - Oct 15 | $32            Time: 10:00 am to 11:15 am | Room: 224 

Kit returns to share his experiences with Wisconsin’s Indian tribes.  Milwaukee is an Indian name, as 

are Kenosha, Waukesha, Oconomowoc, Weyauwega, and dozens of other places in Wisconsin.  North 

Wisconsin is full of Indian reservations and thousands of Indians live in our urban centers.  Kit will 

trace the history of our Indians from prehistoric times through their contacts with Europeans.  He then 

examines the effects of US Indian policy as well as their status today.  Your questions are welcome. 

D: PBS/Bill Moyers: Dying on Our Own Terms (2000)               Instructor: James Brown   

Term: B on 4 Mon Dates: Oct 28 - Nov 18 | $32         Time: 12:30 to 2:30 pm | Room: 221 

Bill Moyers presents his PBS perspective series exploring end-of-life issues from health care to cultural 

attitudes.  This documentary describes our struggle with our own mortality as we seek to die in a way that 

has meaning for us. There are four episodes in this documentary, each exploring a different health issue 

and featuring different people and health providers. Although this documentary is 20 years old, it is 

timeless in its meaning. It’s not just about dying, it’s also about living with your own mortality and how 

to make the most of it. Healthcare in America at the time is also discussed.  We can look at how it has 

changed over the years and what options we face today.  This is a rare and very candid look into the way 

we choose to face death and what our doctors and healthcare system have to say about it. 

F: Facebook: A Quick Clinic and Tune Up                 Instructor: James Brown   

Term: A on 1 Tues Dates: Sep 17 | $8 (1 Day!)       Time: 10 am to 12 noon | Room: 225 

Term: B on 1 Tues Dates: Oct 22 | $8 (1 Day!)       Time: 10 am to 12 noon | Room: 225 

This class will walk you through all the basics—from sign up, to creating your profile, to posting, and 

controlling your news feeds and friends list.  Each device works a little different.  Bring yours to the class 

if you wish.  This is a long one-session class. JAMES BROWN, PHD, gives you instructions and insight 

into this very popular computer app. 

F: French – Beginning               Instructor:  Clare Hanrahan   

Term: B on 6 Tue Dates: Oct 22 – Nov 26 | $48                            Time: 9:45 am to 10:45 am | Room: 211 

This class is for students who have never studied the French language.  We will discuss basic facts about 

France, and learn in French to count, greet people, use the alphabet and accents, and talk about the 

weather. Parlez-vous Français? Oui!   

F: French – Continuing                                     Instructor:  Clare Hanrahan   

Term: B on 6 Tue   Dates: Oct 22 – Nov 26 | $48            Time:11 am to 12 noon | Room: 211 

This class is for students who have already studied French, such as beginning and continuing French 

classes in the past.  If you can count, greet people, form basic sentences, and understand simple 

statements and are willing to work with students of various levels, this course is for you. A computer at 

home is helpful. 

H: Healthcare for Seniors – Guide for Taking Charge of your Health    Instructor:  David Lillich, MD  

Term: A on 3 Tue Dates: Sep 17- Oct 1 | $24 (3 Days)        Time: 12:30 pm to 2:30 pm | Room: 225 

Is navigating the healthcare system confusing?  What kind of health care best works for seniors?  How do 

you get the care you want and need?  Who is your support system?  This course is a series of three classes 

that will help seniors and their caregivers take a more proactive approach to their health care.  The course 

will be led by David Lillich MD, a retired family physician and geriatrician and his wife Mary Ann 

Lillich, a retired nurse. 

http://www.nss4s.org/
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Class 1 – We will consider (1) how health care is organized in Milwaukee for seniors, (2) how to decide 

who is the right doctor for you and your health care needs, and (3) how do you develop and who should 

be in your support system, both when you are well and when your health fails. 

Class 2 – How do you become more proactive in your health care?  We will consider (1) how to best 

prepare for your doctor visits and (2) how to use the time you have available with the doctor to get the 

advice you need and want. 

Class 3 – As one ages, maintaining your health is important and the management of health care problems 

becomes more complex.  We will consider how to best maintain wellness and manage problems common 

in older adults (geriatric syndromes like falls, and memory loss). 

I: I Want to Stay in My Home… How Do I Do It?     Instructors: Pam Foti and Jenny Wagner   

Term: A on 1 Tue  Dates: Oct 1 | $8 (1 Day!) Time: 12:45 pm to 1:45 pm | Room: 211 

Join Senior Care Consultants Pam Foti and Jenny Wagner from Vesta Senior Network as they help you to 

understand your options and create your care plan for the future.  How can I stay in my home safely? 

What are my choices and what do they each cost? What kinds of questions should I be asking?  How do I 

communicate my wishes to my family?  What should a realistic plan look like? Come and bring your own 

personal questions with you to this presentation.   

I: Indian Boarding Schools               Instructor: Richard Gonzalez M.A.   

Term: B on 5 Tue   Dates: Oct 22 - Nov 19 | $40    Time: 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm | Room: 220 

Few Americans know the truth about the boarding schools whereby thousands of Native Americans as 

young as four were removed from their homes and sent to various schools around our nation.  The 

instructor, a descendent of boarding school students will tell the story and history of this hidden shame 

that needs to be revealed.  The instructor is a member of the Iroquois Confederation, Oneida Tribe, and 

Turtle Clan.  Actual photos, letters and oral tradition will be used. 

I: iOS Devices for Beginners (Apple)            Instructor: August Mortellaro 

Term: A on 6 Tue Dates: Sep 10 – Oct 15 | $48        Time: 9 am to 10:30 am | Room: 221 

Starting with very basic information, students will learn how to operate their iPad, iPhone, or iPod touch.  

Students will also delve into how information can be shared among these devices as well as their 

Macintosh or Windows PC.  Students should bring their iOS devices with them so they can practice in 

class.  Other tablets and cell phones (Android and Windows-based systems) are different enough that we 

cannot cover their operation in this class. 

I: iOS Devices for Advanced Students (Apple)           Instructor:  August Mortellaro 

Term: B on 6 Tue             Dates: Oct 22 – Nov 26 | $48           Time: 9 am to 10:30 am | Room: 221 

Students continue learning about their iOS devices.  What else can you do on your iPad beyond surfing 

with Safari or reading eBooks?  How about word processing, spreadsheets, presentations, and more?  

Students should already have basic knowledge of their iPad, iPhone, or iPod touch device.  Bring your 

devices and questions and we will work on things together.   

I: Irving's THE SKETCH BOOK          Instructor:  Ralph Bielenberg   

Term: B on 6 Mon Dates: Oct 21 – Nov 25 | $48             Time: 9 am to 11 am | Room: 211 

Washington Irving (1783 - 1859) was considered by many to be the most popular writer in America at 

that time, and THE SKETCH BOOK his most successful work.  Let's now enjoy looking over these 

stories and essays.  You can easily find new or used copies online.  A guide sheet will show which ones 

http://www.nss4s.org/
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we will consider.  Please read "Rip Van Winkle" and "Legend of Sleepy Hollow" for the first class.  Bring 

the book to class.   

I: Scams—IRS Scams and How They Work           Instructor:  Kathleen Briggs  

Term: A on 1 Tue Date: Sep 24| $8 (1 Day!)   Time: 9:45 am to 10:45 am | Room: 225 

Term: B on 1 Tue Date: Nov 5| $8 (1 Day!)   Time: 9:45 am to 10:45 am | Room: 225 

In this class, Kathleen, a former IRS auditor, will explain why these frauds are often outright identity theft 

as well as theft of funds.  She tells how the government really does collect its taxes—never done by 

telephone or email!  Learn how to report this crime (scam) to the authorities so that they can stop the 

impersonation of government officials by criminals and foreigners. You will be provided handouts. 

L: "Living Buddha, Living Christ" by Thich Nhat Hanh             Instructor: Mark Hilgendorf 

Term: B on 6 Tue   Dates:  Oct 22 – Nov 26 | $48          Time: 11 am – 12 noon | Room: 222 

The well-known Tibetan Monk Thich Nhat Hanh in this book reveals a remarkable understanding of both 

Christianity and Buddhism and points out many of their similarities.  Read chapter 1 for the first class. 

L: Low Salt Cooking with a French Oven           Instructor:  Kathleen Briggs  

Term: A on 1 Tue Dates: Oct 1 | $8 (1 Day!)                Time: 9:45 am to 10:45 am | Room: 225 

Term: B on 1 Tue Dates: Nov 19 | $8 (1 Day!)               Time: 9:45 am to 10:45 am | Room: 225 

Learn from a Botanist how easy it is to use Food chemistry to have tasty and healthy meals as you learn to 

tweak those recipes to remove salt and save the flavor.  Bring your favorite recipe to the class and find out 

how easy it is to change a recipe for low salt cooking.  

M: Mahjong                              Instructor: Marilyn Stuckey   

Term: A on 6 Mon Dates: Sep 9 – Oct 14 | $48   Time: 9:30 am to 10:30 am | Room 220 

Term: B on 6 Mon Dates: Oct 21 – Nov 25 | $48   Time: 9:30 am to 10:30 am | Room 220 

Mahjong is a very old game of tiles.  Three or four can play.  It is a tile-based game that originated in 

China during the Qing dynasty.  The game is played with a set of 144 tiles based on Chinese characters 

and symbols.  Learn the basics and join us!  It’s a great way to learn strategies and improve your memory. 

M: The Manhattan Project                        Instructor: Dennis Hafemann, PhD  

Term: B on 4 Mon Dates: Oct 21 – Nov 11 | $32      Time: 9:45 am to 10:45 am | Room 225 

The creation of the Atomic Bomb changed history.  We will ask why and how the Bomb came into being, 

how it was used, and how it changed warfare. 

M: "Meditations of the Heart" by Howard Thurman              Instructor: Mark Hilgendorf 

Term: B on 6 Mon   Dates:  Oct 21 – Nov 25 | $48                 Time: 9:45 am – 10:45 am | Room: 222 

Howard Thurman had a tremendous influence on Martin Luther King, Jr, and we will examine his 

spiritual ideas and how they influenced the civil rights movement.  Read chapter 1 for the first class. 

M: Memoir Writing                    Instructor: Gail Thomas    

Term: A on 6 Mon Dates: Sep 9 – Oct 14 | $48  Time: 11 am to 12:30 pm | Room: 211 

Everyone has a story to tell.  In this course, you will have an opportunity to discuss, read about, and share 

memories that eventually can be molded into an individual memoir.  Emphasis will be placed on using 

sensory images to tell your personal story.  Although we have some experienced students in this class, 

beginners are always welcome, and the atmosphere is one of support.  Handouts will be provided. 

 

http://www.nss4s.org/
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M: My Life as an Army Brat in World War II            Instructor:  Kathleen Briggs   

Term: A on 1 Tue Dates: Oct 8 | $8      1 Day!    Time: 9:45 am to 10:45 am | Room 225 

Term: B on 1 Tue Dates: Nov 12 | $8   1 Day!    Time: 9:45 am to 10:45 am | Room 225 

See life on the home front through my eyes as a young girl growing up while the Armed Forces mobilize 

to fight overseas.  I met General Patton in Louisiana, stayed in an air raid shelter in Chicago, rolled 

bandages in an Army hospital, and lived on Ft. Leavenworth with other Army brats all before I was old 

enough for First Grade!  

N: "The Naked Now" by Richard Rohr               Instructor: Mark Hilgendorf 

Term: A on 6 Mon   Dates:  Sep 9 - Oct 14 | $48                       Time: 11 am – 12 noon | Room: 222 

Richard Rohr explores our deeper, truer self which is God and argues that accepting God is effortless and 

filled with grace.  Bring the book and read chapter 1 before the first class. 

N: Native American Flute – Easy to Learn and to Play                  Instructor:  Glenn Pastella  

Term: A on 4 Mon Dates: Sep 16 – Oct 7 | $32  Time: 9:30 am to 10:30 am | Room: 225 

Learn and play the Native America flute tones and sounds.  Such a simple flute that produces wonderful 

sounds and music.  No previous music experience is necessary.  Learn the history, basics, and fingerings 

of this flute and you will be on your way to playing music from your heart!  Students will purchase a flute 

from the instructor in the first class ($45) if they do not already have one.  

N: Navigating Senior Living                 Instructors: Pam Foti and Jenny Wagner   

Term: B on 1 Tues Date: Oct 29 | $8 (1 Day!)       Time: 12:45 pm to 1:45 pm | Room: 211 

ALF, ILF, CCRC, SNF: Alphabet soup?  Unfortunately, not.  Join us as we decode and debunk the myths 

surrounding the complex world of long-term care.  Walk away with the knowledge you need to navigate 

the world of senior housing and care.  Attend for yourself, or for someone you love. 

O: Old Abe, Wisconsin's War Eagle                      Instructor: Dr. Peter Jacobsohn  

Term: A on 1 Tue Date: Sep 10 | $8    1 Day!                     Time: 9:30 am to 11 am | Room 224 

Old Abe, a bald eagle, was the mascot of the 8th Wisconsin Infantry during the Civil War.  We will 

explore his life during and after the war.  There will be an exhibit and an "Abe Song" recording.  Abe is 

part of Wisconsin legend and lore. 

P: "People's History of U. S." by Howard Zinn              Instructor: Mark Hilgendorf 

Term: B on 6 Tue   Dates:  Oct 22 – Nov 26 | $48    Time: 9:45 am – 10:45 am | Room: 222 

Howard Zinn's book examines the life and experiences of the 90% of Americans who have been lost in 

the traditional history books.  Reach chapter 1 before the first class. 

P: Piano (Basic)                                    Instructor:  Joe Kmet   

Term: A on 6 Tue Dates: Sep 10 – Oct 15 | $48              Time: 11 am to 12 noon | Room: Chapel 

It is never too late to learn piano and stretch your mind.  Learn in a friendly and relaxed atmosphere.  

Note that we will use the piano available in the chapel, or in the basement if the chapel is needed for 

another use.  Reading music and music theory will be covered.  Come learn! 

P:  Preparing Yourself and Your Home for Sale                 Instructor: Mary Liner 

Term: A on 4 Mon  Dates: Sep 9 – Sept 30 | $32             Time: 2 pm to 3 pm | Room: 211 

This course focuses on preparing your home for sale and understanding our local real estate market.  This 

is a popular course and Mary Liner is a real estate agent with Shorewest and has presented this class at the 

http://www.nss4s.org/
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school over the years.  She has helped to answer your questions about the important issue of making a 

living transition which many of us older adults will face.  You don’t have to be alone!   

Q: Quilts and the Stories They Tell                Instructor:  Kathleen Briggs  

Term: A on 1 Tue      Date: Oct 15 | $8 (1 Day!)        Time: 9:45 am to 11 am | Room: 225   

Term: B on 1 Tue      Date: Oct 29 | $8 (1 Day!)        Time: 9:45 am to 11 am | Room: 225   

We trace the quilt patterns back to the 13 original colonies and then find Wisconsin’s unique quilt 

traditions and patterns.  The craft has changed since our grandmothers made quilts using sewing scraps to 

create warmth and now, we have modern methods taking us into a new renaissance of quilting 

R: Russian History from Catherine the Great thru Nicholas II         Instructor: Kathleen Smith 

Term: A on 6 Mon Dates: Sep 9 – Oct 14 | $48                     Time: 9:30 to 11:00 am | Room: 221 

A survey of Russian History from Catherine the Great through Nicolas II, the last tsar. 

R: Royal Flush               Instructor: Kathleen Smith 

Term: A on 5 Mon Dates: Sep 9 – Oct 7 | $40                        Time: 11:00 am to 12 noon | Room: 221 

Life & times of Queen Victoria, Kaiser Wilhelm, Edward VII, Princess Margaret & Prince Edward 

Victor, the son of Edward VII. 

S: Who Wrote Shakespeare's Plays                            Instructor: Dale Snider 

Term: B on 6 Tue      Dates:  Oct 22 - Nov 26 | $48             Time: 10:00 am to 11:00 am | Room: 220 

Who wrote those wonderful plays?  A highly educated, well-travelled, aristocrat.  A close friend of Queen 

Elizabeth.  Perhaps, Edward de Vere, the 17th Earl of Oxenford. 

T:  The Treasures of Provence, France                              Instructor: Nancy Sturino & Barb Weir 

Term: A on 1 Mon Dates:  Sep 9 | $8 (1 Day!)          Time: 10 am to 11 am  | Room: 225 

Lovely fields of lavender and sunflowers in the Luberon; the Papal Palace and famous bridge in Avignon; 

wild bulls and white horses in the Camargue; hilltop villages; Roman ruins; scenic inspiration for Vincent 

Van Gogh and Paul Cezanne; tea at the Rothschild mansion; vistas in Nice, Eze, and Monaco.  Come see 

these colorful treasures as we discover Provence and the Riviera together. 

W: "We Were Eight Years in Power" by Ta-Nehisi Coates             Instructor: Mark Hilgendorf 

Term: A on 6 Mon   Dates:  Sep 9 - Oct 14 | $48       Time: 9:45 am – 10:45 am | Room: 222 

Coates looks at the Obama years but also examines much of our history and how it shaped the policies 

and programs of our president.  Bring the book to class.  Read the introduction and chapter 1 before class. 

W:  What does Ready Look Like to You               Instructor: Julie Irving 

Term: A on 1 Tue      Dates: Sep 10 | $8 (1 Day!)                       Time: 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm | Room 211 

This will be an open discussion on Senior Living with tips on options that exist as you prepare to move. 

W: Writer’s Workshop                      Instructor:  Gail Thomas  

Term: B on 6 Mon Dates: Oct 21 – Nov 25 | $48     Time: 11 am to 12:30 pm | Room: 211 

In an informal atmosphere, students will share their own writing with their classmates.  Students may use 

any format they wish—for instance poetry, fiction, memoir, or essay.  The class will then discuss the 

piece, commenting about its readability and effectiveness and suggesting any possible improvements. 

This is a class for creative expression and it is designed to support and encourage you. 
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NSSS Teacher-Presenter Brief Bios 

Thanks to all our very enthusiastic and capable teachers and presenters.  You are the heart 

of the school and we appreciate your contributions to the learning and fellowship of others. 

This makes the school possible and it also increases the joy of learning for all of us. 

 

Ralph Bielenberg: Ralph is a veteran presenter of the school and brings his long English 

teaching career to the school to share in a wide range of English grammar, history, and literature. 

Kathleen Briggs: Kathleen loves to share her childhood WW II experiences and her skills as 

both a botanist and IRS auditor with us.  She loves crafts and cooking, too.   

James Brown, Ph.D.: James is a retired chemist who received his PhD in adult learning at 

UWM when he was 62.  His passion is music and the movies. It’s hard to get him to stop talking.   

Pam Foti: Pam is part of the team of Vesta Senior Network and brings her expertise to the 

subject of senior living and care to the school. 

Richard J. Gonzalez, M.A.: Richard brings his strong background in the history and education 

of Native Americans to the school to share with us. 

Dennis R. Hafemann, Ph.D.: Dennis has a Ph.D. in Chemistry.  He has taught at a number of 

universities and worked in private industry in both science and computer science.  In addition, he 

has toured many nuclear test sites, giving him a first-hand insight into the Atomic Bomb.  

Clare Hanrahan: Clare shares her linguistic expertise with us as our resident French teacher. 

Mark Hilgendorf:  Mark is returning this fall and comes to us with a doctorate in history from 

Duke University. 

Julie Irving: Julie shares her experience in helping to plan for our changing living needs as we 

age. 

Peter H. Jacobsohn, D.D.S.: Peter shares his love of Civil War history and brings many 

artifacts of the period to share during his presentations. 

Barbara Kendro: Barb is our resident creative media artist and specializes in using a didactic 

and supportive style of sharing her knowledge with her capable artist participants  

Joe Kmet: Joe is our resident pianist and music instructor; his gentle nature helps to assure a 

calm confidence as instructor and mentor. 

Judy Krelitz: Judy brings her love of Broadway theater and music to us every year. 

David Lillich, M.D.: David is a retired family physician and geriatrician. He shares his 

knowledge of how to be proactive in your health care in these complex and confusing times.  

Mary Ann Lillich, R.N.: Mary Ann is a retired nurse and shares with us in our senior healthcare 

courses. 

Mary Liner: Mary is a skilled presenter in the real estate market and brings special knowledge 

for us in preparing a home properly for sale. 

Carol Lofgren: Carol is our acrylic art specialist and a frequent contributor to the school. 

August Mortellaro: Augie brings his computer career background to share with his love and 

knowledge of all things Apple and iOS related. He is our Apple guru. 

http://www.nss4s.org/
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Glenn Pastella: Glenn has allowed us to share in his love and skill with the Native American 

flute.  We can hear the flutes throughout the school as he leads his students to express themselves 

in this beautiful and rewarding musical pastime. 

Rick Rocamora: Rick, a Power Systems Engineer for Cooper Industries for 41 years, retired in 

2016. Rick spent 10 years in China to set up and manage Cooper Power System’s business in 

China.  Rick and his wife Joan studied Chinese history and culture while in China.  

Kathleen Smith: Kathleen brings her passions for history and skills as a registered nurse to the 

school.  She has a compelling presence and loves to dig into the backgrounds of historical people 

and events.  

Dale Snider: Dale brings his scientific background in physics and love of nature to share with us 

the origins and fate of the world. 

Marilyn Stuckey:  Marilyn returns this term.  She brings her knowledge of the very popular 

game of Mahjong to the school.  We look forward to many happy games together with her. 

Nancy Sturino: Nancy joins the school as a skillful and colorful presenter of her many travel 

adventures, to the delight of our student attendees. 

Gail Thomas: Gail brings her considerable skills in writing to us and directs our creative writing 

classes, where she encourages self-expression and creative writing and sharing.   

Kit Vernon: Kit has studied history and anthropology as an undergraduate at Lawrence 

University.  He has much to share on our ancestral roots in Wisconsin with special emphasis on 

the Wisconsin tribes.  His class on Wisconsin Indians is a favorite of the school.   

Jenny Wagner: Joining Pam Foti of the Vesta Senior Network, Jenny shares her expertise in 

older adult living with us.  She and Pam have been a regular favorite presenter of the school.  

  

http://www.nss4s.org/
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Inspiration and Integrity: Gerald John "Jerry" Pierre, Ph.D.          
  

NSS4S mourns the passing on Dec. 17, 2018 of beloved literature professor Gerald John "Jerry" 

Pierre, Ph.D.  He volunteered his thirty-seven years of university teaching experience to bring 

NSS4S a wide variety of literature classes through many years. 

Jerry had a repeat and devoted following whose preferences he'd seek in planning his classes.  

Using novels, short stories, essays, and poetry, class themes included Justice or Mercy, Small 

Midwestern Towns, Literature and the Land, The Dysfunctional Family, Humor in Fiction, 

Native American Fiction, African American Fiction, Irish Fiction, Gifted Women Writers.  His 

class titles enticed, too, such as Capturing Darkness with Words (evil in literature), and Like a 

Razor Keen (satire in literature).   

We read novels by Steinbeck, Faulkner, and Conrad, but also by Marilyn Robinson, Colum 

McCann, and Mary Doria Russell; stories by Tolstoy and Kafka, as well as Joyce Carol Oates 

and T. Coraghessan Boyle; poetry by Yeats and Mary Oliver.  Jerry's final class in Fall 2017, 

Take Me Out to the Ballgame, was about his great love and included three baseball novels and 

film clips from each one.  (Two of us who knew nothing about baseball took the class just 

because he was teaching it.) 

Dr. Pierre researched and prepared for each class with probing questions leading to many 

excellent discussions.  Even if one didn't like a reading selection, which was rare, one trusted 

him to make a worthwhile choice that would enrich us if only through exposure.  One participant 

commented that being in his class felt redemptive; that we were blessed to be in the presence of 

Jerry and his wife Jean who usually accompanied him.  They also offered their lovely home (and 

dog) for a book club in recent years.   

Jerry's obituary on the web says: "A prominent member of Holy Family Catholic Church for 

nearly fifty years, Jerry volunteered his time and talent for countless charitable organizations, 

including community adult education, meal programs, and Habitat for Humanity." 

The web site includes a few moving paragraphs called "Traveling with Parkinson's" in which 

Jerry writes that Parkinson's is a journey, not an end but a beginning; that suffering can lead to 

bitterness and isolation or openness, compassion, even wisdom.  Suffering "can at its best soften 

the heart and open the mind to new perspectives and growth." 

Dr. Jerry Pierre's inspirational teaching and persona, his knowledge, wisdom, compassion, 

humility, life stories, and great good humor will be very much missed. 

Submitted by a most grateful participant (since 2005) in twenty-six of Jerry's NSS4S classes.   

http://www.nss4s.org/
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North Shore School for Seniors  

List of Classes by Terms and Starting Dates (* = 1-Day Class) 

 

  

Term A (Sep 09 – Oct 15)  Term B (Oct 21 – Nov 26) 

Sep 09 (Mon)    

-Acrylic Painting Studio 

-American Musical Theater   

-Creative Arts Mixed Media 

-Mahjong 

-Memoir Writing 

-"The Naked Now" 

-Preparing for Home Sale 

-Russian History 

-Royal Flush  

- The Treasures of Provence, France* 

-"We Were Eight Years in Power"  

Sep 10 (Tue) 

-"Ain't I a Woman" by Bell Hooks 

-Climate Change and Renewable Energy 

-iOS Devices (Apple) Beginners 

-Old Abe, Wisconsin's War Eagle* 

-Piano (Basic) 

-What does Ready Look Like* 

Sep 16 (Mon) 

-Native American Flute 

Sep 17 (Tue)  

-Facebook: A Quick Clinic and Tune Up* 

-Healthcare for Seniors 

Sep 24 (Tue)  

-The Dispossessed 

-IRS Scams* 

Oct 01 (Tue)    

-I Want to Stay in My Home* 

-Low Salt Cooking* 

Oct 08 (Tue) 

-My Life as an Army Brat WW II* 

Oct 15 (Tue) 

-Quilts* 

 Oct 21 (Mon)  

-Acrylic Painting Studio 

-"The Active Life" by Parker Palmer   

-American Musical Theater  

-Creative Arts Mixed Media 

-Irving's THE SKETCH BOOK 

-Mahjong 

-The Manhattan Project 

-"Meditations of the Heart" 

-Writer’s Workshop 

Oct 22 (Tue)  

-Antler Basketry! 

-Facebook: A Quick Clinic and Tune Up* 

-French Beginning | French Continuing 

-Indian Boarding Schools 

-IOS Devices (Apple) Advanced 

-"Living Buddha, Living Christ" 

-"People's History of U. S." 

- Who Wrote Shakespeare's Plays 

Oct 28 (Mon)  

- PBS/Bill Moyers: Dying on Our Own Terms 

Oct 29 (Tues) 

-Navigating Senior Living* 

-Quilts* 

Nov 5 (Tue) 

-IRS Scams* 

Nov 12 (Tue)    

-My Life as an Army Brat WW II* 

Nov 19  (Tue) 

- The Emergence of Modern China 

- Understanding Dementia & Memory Care* 

-Low Salt Cooking* 
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North Shore School for Seniors  

Registration Form – Fall, 2019 

Please Print 

 

Name ______________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

City _____________________________ State______   Zip ___________ 

Telephone: _________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________ 
 Please note: we will use your email to give you updates and stay in touch with you throughout the year 

 

Class Title 

Term 

A or 

B 

Day 

M or 

T 

 

Start 

Time 

 

Start 

Date 

Cost 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
Total:      
 

Fill this registration form out and keep it in your catalog for your own record. Make a 

copy of this form and mail it (please do not phone) with your check for payment to: 

North Shore School for Seniors, 819 E. Silver Spring Drive, Whitefish Bay, WI 

53217   

                   No credit cards.  Your cancelled check is your receipt.  Thank you! 

 

http://www.nss4s.org/
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  North Shore School for Seniors          
Fall 2019—Registration, Procedures, and Office Hours  

Office hours: The North Shore School for Seniors office is open on Mondays and Tuesdays, 

from 8:30 am to 3 pm while school is in session.  These are the main hours that we will 

answer the phone.  At other times please leave a message at our phone number 414.292.0960. 

You will also find cookies and refreshments in the office and all are welcome. 

You Can Register for the Fall 2019 Sessions.  Use one of the methods below: 

In person: You can register for classes in person for the Fall Session on Wednesday, 

September 4, 2019, from 9 am to 12 noon or Thursday, September 5, 2019, from 12 

noon to 3 pm.  We are located on the first floor (the Narthex) of the United Methodist 

Church of Whitefish Bay, 819 E. Silver Spring Drive.  Please bring cash or check, as 

we do not accept credit or debit cards. 

By mail:  Use the registration form provided in the catalog. Be sure to include your 

check for the classes you wish to attend with your registration list. You can download a 

copy of the catalog from our website at www.nss4s.org, but please mail the registration. 

First day of classes:  If space is available, you may register on the first day of class in 

the school office, Room 210, on the second floor (where all the classes are held).  Call 

ahead to be sure classes are still available: 414.292.0960.  This method is especially 

handy if the class starts later in the session. 

Refunds: No refunds are issued for missed classes.  If classes are cancelled because of weather 

or Instructor sickness, we will attempt to make them up. Refunds are issued if you cancel before 

classes begin or the class is cancelled, or if the instructor is unable to arrange for classes. 

Closing: We will use the procedures of the Milwaukee Public Schools if classes must be 

cancelled because of weather conditions.   

Security: We are required to have a security system to protect the Nursery School children.  

When you enter the second floor, if no one is present to open the door, please use the wall phone 

and press 310.  Someone will come and open the door for you. 

Catalog: A catalog may be requested by calling the school office at 414.292.0960 between 9 

am and 3 pm, Monday or Tuesday when school is in session.  Otherwise, please leave a message 

with your mailing address.  You can also access the catalog at our website www.nss4s.org.  

Catalogs are usually available in the office when you register. 

Parking: Street parking is available, please be sure to heed the parking signs.  In general, there 

is 2-hour parking behind the stores and street parking at 9 am – 4 pm.  If you park in the business 

or city parking lot spaces, please observe the signs for each individual parking lot. 

http://www.nss4s.org/
http://www.nss4s.org/
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North Shore School for Seniors 
United Methodist Church of Whitefish Bay 

819 East Silver Spring Drive 

Whitefish Bay, WI  53217 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Shore School for Seniors  

Fall 2019 Pre-registration 

 

Dates and Times: 

Wed, September 4; from 9 am to 12 noon. 

Thurs, September 5; from 12 noon to 3 pm. 

 
 

Walk in through the front door, First floor,  

United Methodist Church of Whitefish Bay 

819 E Silver Spring Drive 

Whitefish Bay, WI 53217 

414.292.0960  |   www.nss4s.org 

Non-Profit Organization 
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Look Inside for New Features and Classes! 
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