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A FARMSTEAD JOURNEY... PAST, PRESENT and FUTURE
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Welcome One and All

to The Questover Chronicles,
a rural lifestyle and variety magazine for you!

Join us twice each month as we
follow the “waking up” of the
Questover Farm, a sleepy seventy-
acre farmstead located right here in
the upper great plains of America.

This very unique piece of God’s
beautiful earth has been home to the
Athey family for over a half cen-
tury. Pre-1974 it was known as the
Questover Fruit Farm, owned by the
Johnson’s, who offered raspberries,
strawberries, apples, rhubarb, etc to
their patrons.

The Farmall 560. The main
workhorse on the
Questover Farm

since 1979,

After purchasing the farm, Elmer
and Charlotte moved in along with
the first two of five children that
would be raised there. The farm has
seen its fair share of bustling activi-
ty that comes with any large family
making their way in the world.

As any family grows, children
look outward and yearn to leave
to create their own lives, relation-
ships, and families. After many
decades, it was down to just Elmer
and Charlotte, empty nesters for the

first time! (but busy grandparents
‘1 of five and great-grandparents
- of two!)

continuved an page 2
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Unfortunately, Elmer, the patriarch
of the family and the farm,
passed away a few years back,
and without that driving force,
things have been in hiberna-
tion, so to speak. That is about
to change. Eldest son, Sean, his
wife Lynette (and a variety of
interesting  characters!) are
joining forces with Charlotte
on this epic adventure of farm-
stead revival.

The Questover Chronicles will bring
you along for all the ups and downs
in each and every episode. There is
equipment to restore, shop to set up,
garden plans to be made, projects to
share, stories and historic facts about
the property to bring you... PLUS in-
teresting places and people around
the area to tell you about... AND all of
that interspersed with humor, fun and
information from great area businesses!

You never know what you will find on
the pages of The Questover Chronicles!

THE FARMALL 560

Every farm or farmstead has one...
the go-to workhorse to get the job
done... that tractor that fits like a well
worn pair of boots... that tractor that
makes that certain sound only it has...
on the Questover Farm, it’s the IH
Farmall 560.
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Brought to the farm in 1979 it has
done it all and its still chugging along.
With that said, any farm-minded person
knows things don’t work forever. Main-
tenance is required. The 560 was in a
tractor shed roof collapse a couple years
ago and still needs the new steering
wheel put on. Of course, the old bent

Hello All!

Sean & Lynette here... your friendly
neighborhood Tidbits of the Lake Area
publishers... for the past thirteen years!
THANK YOU!

We appreciate you taking the time to
read our new high-quality “flip-book”
magazine that brings you both Tidbits
of the Lake Area and our new rural life-
style and variety offering, The Questover
Chronicles!

Recently, as some of you know, we both
became severely ill, ar the same time,
for the first time. Sever enough to have
to pause publication of Tidbits. But, in a
“silver lining” way, it gave us time to look

sunse tqarden'—'ZElT..-:u.a _qrnai_r.ﬁ'dh'
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one works and you know how it goes...
that project is at the bottom of the list.
Towards the top though is a major un-
dertaking. The o-rings or flange seal on
the steering bolster up front is leaking.
That’s quite a tear down, so look for that
fun project in future episodes.

at some enhancements we have wanted to
implement for a while. It has been diffi-
cult due to the demands and rigors of the
weekly schedule.

If anyone remembers, there was an arti-
cle called “Publisher’s Corner” in Tidbits,
many years back. Those recollections
were from times growing up on
the Questover Farm.

The Questover Chronicles is a
combination of not only the nostal-
gic stories, it will bring you along
on the journey to make new ones!

The road won’t be easy.. it
hasn’t been for thirteen years...
but, as a wise person once said,
“Easy Don’t Build Character”... and, I guess
we got a lot of character.

Speaking of characters, a few will be fa-
miliar and many
will be new!

We are very
honored to in-
troduce one of
those new ones.
Charlotte Athey

ALL-NEW
READER

CONTEST
IS IN THE
WORKS!!

East of Super 8 Hwy 81
515 14th Ave SE
Watertown, SD

TRANSMISSION & GEAR

Specializing in
Transmission
Repair &
Rebuilding

* Rebuilt or Exchange
Manual or Auto
Transmissions

* Clutch Replacement

« Differential
* Transfer Case

Nationwide
Warranty

Extended
Warranties Available

. Cory Jackson (Owner)

(605) 878-4510

Barn to paint,
baler to restore,
just hang on, there’s
s0 much more!

is the matriarch of the Questover Farm,
and Questover Chronicles content con-
tributor, (see page 6).

Hello,
Everyone!
Thank you
so much for
takingtime

hronicles?,

S

fecdback@questoverchronicles.com

NEXT EPISODE: #02 QUESTOVER FLOODS!



*TV: In the comedy, Parks and Rec-
reation, the character Andy Dwyer
(Chris Pratt), has an alternate FBI
identity. Is it Curt Carlson, Burt
Macklin or Agent Mouserat?
e MOVIES: What was Harrison
Ford’s first movie appearance in
19667 (non accredited, non speak-
ing role) Dead Heat on a Merry-
Go-Round, Ride In The Whirlwind
or Walk, Don’t Run?
* ON THE MAP: How many
miles from Fargo, ND to Sioux
Falls, SD? 218, 243 or 2977
* ANIMALS: In years, what is the
average lifespan of a giraffe in the
wild? 25, 45 or 60?
* KITCHEN STUFF: When a rec-
ipe calls for “scoring”, (meat, fish
or bread). The knife only needs to
go about how far into the surface?
1/4” inch, 17 inch, or only graze
the surface?
* SHOP TALK: Carroll Shelby
introduced the Shelby Cobra at
the New York Auto Show in what
year? 1962, 1965 or 1969?

- answers below

‘Best Burgers

gThe® In Town!”
p“ I\ On-0ff Sale
Beer - Liguar

Pool - Darts

e20 Lottery

40+TVs
KITCHEN HOURS =
Mon-Thurs: 4:00PM-11:00PM

Fri & Sat: NOON-11:00PM

Sunday: NOON until 10:00PM

To Go Orders = 605-432-6200
205 S, Main Street » Milbank, SD

it IMTRY STEHE

ike]

A Likelnone.
J"*iFacebook, Wat
www.koneskorner.com * 605-793-2347
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SOMETHING:!

SINGLE LOG
BIRDHOUSE

by Sean Athey

Hello and welcome to the first
installment of our series
“Let’s Make Something!”.

Today we are doing a project I have
seen done quite a few times. The in-
teresting part is that the end result is
always a little different. That makes
this a perfect project to use your own
creative thoughts on.

This is going to be a run down of
the way I did this project. That’s why
I call anything I do here on “Let’s
Make Something”, an “HIDI Project”,
and HIDI stands for “How I Did It”.
Please use common sense and follow
all applicable safety rules when you
are doing any hands-on project.

With that said, let’s get in to it!

First, I needed a log to work with,
so off to the woods with the chainsaw.
I used a downed pine tree and made
the four cuts required right there. Two
cuts to make the 45 degree angles that

will make the roof line, then a straight
2
earn's

eaging ) )
olingt.L.C.
Dean Kovarik, owner

XS S5 TRANE

14202 SD Hwy 109
Big Stone City, SD

Phone: 605-862-8525

cell: 605-467-0301

cut to separate the main
piece and a final straight
cut approximately 1.25 *
thick to make the bottom
plate. Be sure to mark
these pieces so they go
together in the same way
later.

Back in the shop I
marked out the edge of
the hole that will be hol-
lowed out from the bot-
tom.Iusedtoal.5” spade
bit on a heavy duty drill
and that worked well, al-
though it was a bit hard
to control. After a while,
I grabbed the chisel and
hammer and trimmed
out a nice little nook.
This part is the most de-
manding depending on
the type of wood you are
using. Hardwoods will be
more difficult.

After the bird’s home area was ready,
I drilled the access hole in the front
with the 1.5” spade bit. Next, I at-
tached the bottom piece with screws.

There are many ways to do a roof on
this style of project, but I used scrap
lathe boards left from another project.
After cutting them all to length, I fas-
tened them to the roof angles with fin-
ish nails, leaving a small overhang in
the front.

Finally, I added and small “runway”
stick for the birds. I used a natural
stick instead of a dowel so it had a
little more rustic feel.

At this point it’s basically done and
ready to use, or... this is the time to
get creative with paints and accesso-
ries... the sky is the limit!!

Welcome To Jeil’s

mlur!slIilti };a's:ﬂgﬁy
rium &

l,mm ravaganza!!

Mo, Not Really. it's"Sti
B Jeff s WVactum Centérs
“Jbut it does Eound cool.

(605)-886-7208

10 5. Broadway
Watertown, 5D

jeffsvaccenter.com

AFTERTHOUGHTS

* Even after mentioning to mark
both pieces, I managed to get the
base attached slightly off center!

e [ didn’t include any measure-
ments, because there were none!
It’s more of a concept project
determined by the size of the
original log.

o [t was tough drilling the hole with
that spade bit. In a smaller, hard-
wood version, I would probably
make a bunch of 1/2” holes with a
drill bit and chip it out.

* The next one will have some sort
of a hinge and hook to secure the
base. It would make it easier to
clean out from time to time.

* Probably going to use a dark stain
on the log and paint the roof slates
green to get that Lincoln Log feel.
Update with photo in a later episode!

— sean@questoverchronicles.com

TRIVIA ANSWERS ¢ TV: Burt Macklin. * MOVIES: Dead Heat on a Merry-Go-Round.
* ON THE MAP: 243. « ANIMALS: 25. * KITCHEN STUFF: 1/4”. » SHOP TALK: 1962.



Clearlake C-Store
Pota to
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Service
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Store

Check Facebook For Our Specials!

Mon-Sat §:00am-7:00pm
Sun 10:00am-4:00pm

Howdy, everybody! So... this goes to
show you never really know what's going
on underground in the garden!

These two anomalies showed up while
mm M A RCH harvesting potatoes in the 2024 garden.

The funny part?... we never planted po-

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT 28 tatoes in 2024. These two “things” came

The previous year I had
planted Purple Majesty
potatoes and they did sor-

W Baked Potate, Baked Beans & Bread *saﬂ-
5:30-8:00 PN ©%omr i

from seventeen volunteer plants that just
[=1% [=]] appeared on their own. }
Z 2

EHYSEED’S :
-GARDENTALK

Well, I oughta tell ya, I sent an elec-
tronic picture like the one above to my
Ma, and she replied... “It looks like a
boy potato looking for a girl potato.”
To which I replied “MA, NO! Inappropri-
ate!... but I sorta see what yer sayin’.”

The most interesting point (besides that
photo above) is the “Potato Balls” that
showed up at the end of the
year on the plants. I came
to find out that those are
potato seed pods. (Quick
side note: they are poison-
ous, do not injest). 1 did
find out you can harvest
them by breaking them
up into a water glass and
letting them separate from

CHECK OUR FACEB00K 208 LATEST D ta ok. There were a lot of =~
WED HESDA.YS o '_; small ones and I am sure
" . Brenda Mda’ I just missed a bunch dur- .
5-00-3.00 F:t:irﬂtcmg ﬂ ing harvest. L
needs! Since I didn’t know V'
‘msi §37-5291 ‘h& | how far in the ground they
b . were, I spent the summer
%r;;d? éﬁ;‘a adding grass clippings for mulch from
( ) the push-mower. The result was very

bountiful 2" five gallon buckets worth,
with many of them right at the surface,
“ but protected under the mulch.

AT 4PM
souT. TUES-SAT
paxoTA; SUN 3PM

| pOOL DA.RTS LOTTERY

) ey

FROM OPEN L 5
. UNTIL 6PM ,”r— q

Taters with several seed pods. I've been told
each pod can contain hundreds of seeds.

TUES-FRI

EASY » 4-8 Russet Potatoes of Similar Size  * Herbs - Your choice (sage,
“FANCY-LIKE> * Garlic (granules, powder or sliced) thyme, rosemary, etc.) fresh
POTATOES  * Olive oil, Butter or Lard preferred, but dried OK

+1-2 cups Chicken or Vegetable Stock * Butter

Peel potatoes, cut off the ends so they “stand up” {roughly the same height). Bring a skillet with oil up to
Lynette’s medum heat. With pan up to temperature, place potatoes (ends down). Add salt to season, and sear
Favorites for 3 to 5 minutes. Edges should be browned. Flip potatoes and sear opposite side, adding

salt o season, for another 3 to 5 minutes. Lower heat and add butter, garlic and herbs.
Fondant Use the melted butter from pan to baste for an additional 3 to 5 minutes so potatoes

may brown more.If you are using an oven proof skillet like cast iron you can finish
the dish in that pan. If you seared them in a non oven rated pan you can fransfer
potatoes and left over liquid to a medium casserole dish and proceed. Be careful
the potatoes may be semi-soft. Next, pour in your stock, add salt and pepper and
herbs. Cook for 25 to 30 minutes in oven. Potatoes should be brown with tender
centers. Sarve with additional herbs as gamish
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the seed pod medium.

From there, you just dry and store like any
other seed. They are very small, carrot-
like seeds. We will be planting some of
these this spring to see what happens and
let you know!
Thanks for readin’! - Hayseed
Next episode... Crazy Carrots!

Rake up your grass clippings! It makes great
mulch to protect surface potatoes.

"t CANNOT TEACH
AVYECLY
ANYTHING,

! CAr oLy mMAKE
THEM THINK"

- SOERATES




Approx. 18” Ion_g.
‘Two circular metal

Rubberized strap
material between.

pieces on each end.

A frustrated
wife told me the
other day her

. definition of retirement:
®  “Twice as much husband
on half as much pay.”

A miserly old lawyer who had been
diagnosed with a terminal illness
was determined to prove wrong the old
saying, “You can’t take it with you.”
After much thought and consideration,

bags on his way to heaven. Several weeks
after the funeral, the deceased lawyer’s
wife was up in the attic cleaning and
came upon the two forgotten pillowcases
stuffed with cash.

“Oh, that old fool,” she said. “I knew
he should have had me put the money in
the basement.”

Two atoms were walking down the street.
“| think | just lost an electron,” says one.
“Are you sure?” asked the other?

“I'm positive.”

the old ambulance-chaser finally fig-
ured out how to take at least some of
his money with him when he died.

He instructed his wife to go to the
bank and withdraw enough money
to fill two pillowcases. He then di-
rected her to take the bags of money
to the attic and leave them directly
above his bed.

His plan: When he passed away, “Yup...
K definitely stays in the Henderson's corn field.” j

he would reach out and grab the

what happens in the Henderson's corn field,

SOUTH 81
STORAGE

* Storage Units from
5X10 to 10X30
* 24 Hour Access
* Discounts & Snow Removal

WE NOW HAVE MONTHLY OUTSIDE
SECURED VEHICLE STORAGE
Debhy Fairchild (Abers), Mgr.

(605) 882-4687

1902 5th St. SE (5 Hwy. 81)
Watertown, SD 57201

A: An older top-post battery carrier. The metal holes were different sizes at the ends to fit the

ORDERS: iiﬂ-ﬂl-ﬂﬂl
——

= G‘RHIT SPEGIALS
WSEIBEIE]

negative (smaller) and positive (larger) battery posts. Friction held them on as you lifted.

BN BRING BACK THE TASTE OF SUMMERTIME! |
Lynette’s

Favorite

Recipe yields 12 servings

* & roma (plum) tomatoes, diced

+ 5 red onion, minced

* 3 tablespoons chopped fresh

cilantro

= !; jalapeno pepper, seeded

and minced, (moredess depending

on your spice tolerance level)

« Y% lime, juiced

* 1 clove garlic, minced

+ 1 pinch garlic powder

+ 1 pinch ground cumin, or to taste
» salt and ground black pepper to taste

COFEEEC

FUEL STOP P

100 S. MAPLE ST.

Stir the tomatoes, onion, cilantro, jalapeno pepper, |
lime juice, garlic, garlic powder, cumin, salt, and

pepper together in a bowl. Refrigerate for at least 3 I
hours before serving. Serve with tortilla chips, warm
tortillas or whatever you fancy.
You can try it on a salad
instead of dressing.

*Opdional, | live fo add a ktfle

bit of chopped avocado,

Just bacause

love it- Lynefle g™

L
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' WATERTOWN, SD
RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL

SPACE FOR LEASE
IN THE HEART OF

WATERTOWN!!

CALL FOR AVAILABLE
SPACE - (605) 868-2738
TO SEE MORE FIND US ON

TRUCK
CENTER

605-398-6493
45789 US Hwy 12 * Summit.SD

GRACEVILLE MARKET




Hi! This is

Miﬁﬁeapui Tropics BV @ | 71, Daddy ®

be contributing A On The Main Drag
like a swarm of red butterflies. A0 EREDIINETT | — ) lﬂsﬂgg _5;%.3&_ gg;j.iﬂ

- . . The Questover - L y
(Chatter & neapolis” and  and groups of pink and white flowers, and Chronicles on 2 L XCIATIHSRS LA

) l:h lI__L_‘lilL‘.H _ “Tropics” don’t  many more. There was also an area where
r usually go to- there were birds. Some were hard to see
gether. That is in the jungle foliage, but there were some
true, unless you  bright yellow birds that stood out easily.
are on a family-  Interestingly, there was also a sloth in a
road trip to the  tree. When it opened its eyes and moved
Marjorie McNeely Conservatory at its head, some people (who I think were
= Como Zoo. probably regular visitors to the Gardens)
= It was a nice change from the cold weath-  were really excited. He was situated in
zer we were having at the time, although  such a way it was hard to get a good photo,
going in the door from the freezing air  but I got a shot for you.
into the tropics was a bit of a shock. I was Until next time, hang in there -
way over dressed for traipsing through the spring is just about here! - Charlie
jungle. But we survived.
There were some amazing purple orchids
the size of my hand, a beautiful yellow
hibiscus with a reddish pink center, and
some red flowers that, as a group, looked

n-l-p-pl-l-l-rru-ln-n-n-..

CharI[E s vio Al lximy f articles to
the words “Min- There were also assorted snapdragons o’ arice E
G

Wlde Variety Of (Charlotte Athey)
topics and subjects. Anything from bees

to unicorns, acrobats to violins. Whatever
I may see, hear or find, that strikes me as
interesting, informative, or maybe just fun!

Have something you think others
would find interesting? Send it over
to chatter @questoverchronicles.com
so I can take a look!

Admission is free, learn more at...
WWW.COmMOZooconservatory.org

SLOTH FACTS

* Speed when threatened - .17 MPH
* Sleep duration totaling 15-18 hours/day
| * The majority of their lives are spent in trees |
«. | *Ironically, Sloths are very adept swimmers

Everyone!
Thank you
A ¥ 'y so much for
\ & taking time
toread...

Memorials &
- ,.Headstones

TSRS o VA "N PROTECTORS § South Dakots
2 D RAUSCHGRANITE.COM

Beautiful sunset looking west between Wilmot, SD and Corona, SD.
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