
Summer 2013: VOL. NO. 38, NO. 2
Le Journal du Village
Prairie Trails—p. 1

President’s Letter—p. 2
Big Idea Celebration—p. 3

Life and Times in the French Royal
Colony ofLouisiana Part Two—p. 5

Curator’s Corner—p. 10 

Winter 2013: VOL. NO. 38, NO. 1
Life and Time in the French Royal

Colony of Louisiana p. 1
President’s Letter p. 2

The Art of Carroll Bourbonnais p.3
French Heritage Museum at

The Stone Barn p. 6
The Town Hall Christmas Party p. 9

The Francisca and the Tomahawk p. 10
2012, Year of History p. 10 

Summer 2012: VOL. NO. 37, NO. 2
The Codfish Legacy p. 1

President’s Letter p. 2
Kankakee County Museum Antiques p. 3 

Remembering Bourbonnais Grove, 1832-75 p. 4
Durham-Perry Farmstead Hosted Inaugural

Open House on May 5, 2012 p. 7
Tombstones Lost & Found p. p

Dedication of Grape Arbor p. 10
New Addition to the George R. Letourneau

Home Museum p. 11 

Winter 2012: VOL. NO. 37, NO. 1
The Bourbonnais 

“Numerous, powerful and respectable . . .” p. 1
President’s Letter p. 2

Cecile LaMarre Enright p. 3
A New and Separate County to be

Called “Kankakee” p. 5
The Van Meter Cemetery p. 8

A Pioneer Tragedy: A Poisoned Well p. p
French Recipes p. 11 

Le Journal du Village 
Bourbonnais Grove Historical Society 

December 1975: VOL. NO. 1 NO. 1 through 
Summer 2013: VOL. NO. 38, NO. 2 

Compiled by Vic Johnson,
Editor 



Summer 2011: VOL. NO. 36, NO. 2
Tracing the Footsteps of Early Explorers p. 1

From the President p. 2
Still growing after 25 years . . . p. 3

The Stone Barn Museum p. 4
Monsieur Chinquy’s Colony p. 5

A Letter from the Rev. Charles Pascal 
Telesphore Chiniquy p. 7

French Recipes p. 11 

Winter 2011: VOL. NO. 36, NO. 1
Some Thoughts on Migration of French

Canadians to Illinois p. 1
From the Editor p. 2

Wagons West to Kansas p. 3
Journal News p. 6

A Voyage to the United States
June — July 1848 p. 8

Midwestern Conferrence of Fifers and 
Drummers to be held at BBCHS p.11 

Summer 2010: VOL. NO. 35, NO. 2
Mary MAYRAND: A Recollection of French

Canadian Pioneer Life p. 1
The Beaubiens and Other French Canadian 

Families in the Fur Trade p. 7
The Pallassards from 

L’Isle-en-Dodon, Frances p. 9
Business and Corporate Members p. 9 

Winter 2010: VOL. NO. 35, NO. 1
Local Links to Quebec Easy to Find p. 1

President’s Letter p. 2
From Ville-Marie de Mont Real to 

Kaskaskia and Vincennes p .3
Three New Life Members p. 4

A Long Footnote to “Bourbonnais Royalty?
Fact or Fiction? p. 5

Business and Corporate Members p. 7 

Summer 2009: VOL. NO. 34, NO. 2
Bourbonnais Royalty? Fact or Fiction? p. 1

The Old Bourbonnais Grove Schoolhouse p .3
Notes from Grand Prairie Chronicles p. 4

A Brief History of the Early Maternity B.V.M.
Parish Schools” p. 5

Business and Corporate Members p. 8

Potages is Newest Addition to Gardens at
Letourneau Homey p. 10 

Winter 2009: VOL. NO. 34, NO. 1
Bob Arseneau p. 1

The Perrys of Bourbonnais Grove p. 1
President’s Letter p. 2

What’s In a Name? p. 4
“I am sixteen and I am a sophomore” p. 6

Bourbonnais Township Park District
Receives Items That Once Belonged

to the Perry Family p. 7 

Summer 2008: VOL. NO. 33, NO. 2
Maple View Stock Farmand Bergeron Grove p. 1

President’s Letter p .2
Bernice Bissaillon p. 2

“Endowed with many memories” p. 3
The Beique House p. 5 

Winter 2008: VOL. NO. 33, NO.1
Orphans of the Chicago Fire p. 1

President’s Letter p.2
Armand Pallissard p. 3 

Noel LeVasseur’s Birth Date p. 5
St. Michel d’Yamaska p. 5 

Summer 2007: VOL. NO. 32, NO.2
Exploring the Homeland of François Brunet p. 1

President’s Letter p. 2
Free for Labor: One More Story of the

Habitants 9. 3 
French Pioneers in Canada p. 5

French Cooking in the 1879s p. 6
The Story of Hills Fort p. 6 

Winter 2007: VOL. NO. 32, NO.1
A Brief History of the French in Illinois p. 1

President’s Letter p. 2
Sainte Marquerite de Blairfinde p. 3

Moise-Joseph Marsile, 1846-1933 p. 4
The Braque du Bourbonnais p. 5

Bourges: One of France’s
Historic Cities p. 6 



Summer 2006: VOL. NO. 31, NO.2
A Brief Account of Growing Up with French

Traditions in the Early 20th Century p. 1
President’s Letter p. 2

Society Holds Annual Dinner p. 4
St. Viator College p. 5 

Winter 2006: VOL. NO. 31, NO. 1
Father Antoine Lebel: 

A Faithful Shepherd to French-Canadians
in the United States p. 1
President’s Letter p. 2

The Acadian Connection 9. 4 
Are You Descended From Acadians? 9. 4 

Summer 2005: VOL. NO. 30, NO. 2 
How the Forgues Family Came from France to

Kankakee County [1665-1846] p. 1
The President’s Letter p. 2 

A Brief History of Quebec p. 3 
French Ancestor Hunting p. 4 

Company L of the Illinois National Guard
Volunteer for the Spanish-American War p. 5 

Noted in the Minutes p. 10
Business Members p. 10

Bulletin Board p. 11 
Notices p. 12 

Winter 2005: VOL. NO. 30, NO 1
Joseph M. Pallissard, Flying Mechanic of the

Army Signal Corps, Aviation Section p. 1 
Relative Seeks Information on Pierre-Ambrose 

Berard Family in Bourbonnais, p. 1
The President’s Letter p. 2 

Bulletin Board p. 5
Noted in the Minutes p. 7
Business Members p. 7

Notices p. 8 

Summer 2004: VOL. NO. 29, NO. 2
Soldier’s Village, the Bourbonnais’

Reserves and the City of Kankakee p. 1
Le Cercle Français p. 1

The President’s Letter p. 2 
Bulletin Board p. 5

Alexander Grandpre p. 6
Noted in the Minutes p. 6
Business Members p. 7

Notices p. 8 

Winter 2004: VOL. NO. 29, NO. 1
The Congregation of the Sisters of

St. Joseph p. 1
The President’s Letter p. 2 

New Exhibits at Kankakee County Museum p. 3
The Family Bourbonnais p. 4

Some Highlights from Kankakee’s 
Early History p. 5

Barn Dedication Day at the
Perry Farm p. 6

Noted in the Minutes p. 6
Annual Dinner p. 7

Business Members p. 7 

Summer 2003: VOL. NO. 28, NO. 2
Alesis Gosselin and Jean Baptist Martin p. 1

President’s Letter p. 2
Of Things Curious and Coincident p. 5

The Kankakee River p. 6
Notices p. 8 

Winter 2003: VOL. NO. 28, NO. 1
Le Jour de Noel p. 1

President’s Letter p. 2
Tales of Another Fay p. 3

In the North Woods with the Bobsey Twins p 4
Executive Vice-President’s Report p. 6

Circle of Catholic Parishes p. 6 
Noted in the Minutes p. 7

Notices p. 8 

Summer 2002: VOL. NO. 27, NO. 2
The French Canadians of Bourbonnais Gove 

Celebrate the 4th of July p. 1
President’s Letter p. 2

Noted in the Minutes p. 3
Notices p. 4 

Winter 2002: VOL. NO. 27, NO. 1
History: From the Beginning Until Now p. 1

President’sx Letter p. 2
Noted in the Minutes p. 3

Notices p. 4 



Summer 2001: VOL. NO. 26 NO. 2 
Bourbonnais News from the Past p. 1

President’s Letter p. 2
A History of the 76th Illinois Volunteer

Infantry Regiment p. 3
Noted in the Minutes p. 7

Notices p. 8 

Winter 2001: VOL. NO. 26 NO. 1 
Big 1902 Social Event at Bourbonnais:
Golden Wedding of the Bergerons p. 1

President’s Letter p. 1
A History of the 76th Illinois Volunteer

Infantry Regiment p. 3
Notices p. 8 

Summer 2000: VOL. NO. 25 NO. 2 
A History of the 76th Illinois Volunteer

Infantry Regiment p. 1
President’s Letter p.2

Noted in the Minutes p. 7
Notices p. 8 

Winter 2000: VOL. NO. 25 NO. 1 
Noel LeVassuer, Part Two p .1

President’d Letter p. 2
Noted in the minutes p. 6

BGHS News p. 8 

Summer 1999: VOL. NO. 24 NO. 2 
Noel LeVasseur, Part One p. 1

President’s Letter p. 2
Noted in the Minutes p. 6

Maurine Nally p. 8 

Winter 1999: VOL. NO. 24 NO. 1 
Missing 

Summer 1998: VOL. NO. 23 NO. 2 
Five Pioneer Settlers of Kankakee County p. 1

President’s Letter p. 2
Noted in the Minutes p. 7

Wanted p. 8 

Winter 1998: VOL. NO. 23 NO. 1 
Leon A. Blanchette, President of the

Village Board, 1961-1969 p. 1
President’s Letter p. 2

Curator’s Report p. 3
Noted in the Minutes p. 4

For the Sake of Others p. 6
Wanted p. 6

New Exhibit p. 8 

Summer1997: VOL. NO. 22 NO. 2 
Rare Photograph Discovered

(Alex LaMontagne) p. 1
Wanted p. 1

President’s Letter p. 2
“History Is Boring” p.3
Be a Part of History p. 3

Early Resident of Bourbonnais Grove
Established First Lumber 

Yard in Kankakee p. 5
More News from the Past . . . p. 5

Curator’s Report p. 6
Noted in the Minutes p. 7

New Exhibit p. 8 

Winter 1997: VOL. NO. 22 NO. 1 
The Old Village Hall p. 1

Presodent’s Letter p. 2
Curator’s Report p. 3

Annual Story Telling Night p. 3
Noted in the Minutes p. 4

Christmas Open House at the
George R. Letourneau Home Museum p. 5

Some New Ideas to Think about p. 6
Bourbonnais Will Have Electric Lights p. 7

New Book Contains the Biographies of
Bourbonnais Board Presidents from 

1875 Through 1996 p. 8 

Winter 1996: VOL. NO. 21 NO. 1 
Franois M. Seguin, President of the

Village Board, 1876-1878? p. 1
President’s :etter p. 1

Election of New Officer p. 3
Curator’s Report p. 3

Notices p. 3 



Summer 1996: VOL. NO. 21 NO. 2 
Tenth Anniversary of Moving the 

Letournea Home to Its 
Present Site p. 1

The Letourneau Home p. 3
Curator’s Report p. 4

Noted in the Minutes p. 4
Noel LeVasseur Award Winners, 1996 p.4

In Remembrance . . . 
Adrien M. Richard 

September 28, 1908 - January 29, 1996 p. 5
The Herb Garden p. 6
President’s Letter p. 7 

Winter 1995: VOL. NO. 20 NO. 1 
French Play Pleases Larfe Audience p. 1

Notices p. 1
Curator’s Report p. 2
To Our Members p. 3

Noted in the Minutes p. 3
Arts and Crafts Show 

Help Wanted p. 4 

Winter 1994: VOL. NO. 19 NO. 1 
Old Celebration Knits Neighbohood

and History p. 1
Sister City Project p. 1
Curator’s Report p. 2

Hern Garden Report p. 3
Noted in the Minutes p. 3

Spend a Plesant Sunday Afternoon at the
George R. Letourneay Museum p. 4 

Summer 1994: VOL. NO. 19 NO. 2 
In Case you’ve Wondered . . .p. 1

A Day When St. Viateir’s College Celebrated the
Feast of Theur Patron Saint p. 1

Noted in the Minutes p. 3
Curator’s Report p. 3

The 1994 Noel LeVasseur Memorial Awards p. 4 

Winter 1993: VOL. NO. 18 NO. 1 
Cavalier de LaSalle Park Assessment p. 1

Society Officers p. 1
Meeting Notice p. 2

Museum Plans Under Way p. 2
Curator’s Report, p. 2

Docents Needed for the Letourneau 
Home Museum p. 3

Election of Officers p. 3
Ken Ponton to Attend Fall 
CIHSM Conference p.3
Noted in the Minutes p 3

Important Annoucement p. 4 

Summer 1993: VOL. NO. 18 NO. 2 
The Night the Old Bourbonnais

Hotel Burned p. 1
Museum Jardin aux Potagers is Flourishing p. 1

Why a Bew Museum? p. 2
Take a Lok at the Museum Plan p. 2

Surator’s Report p. 2
Richard a Winner p. 2

Noted in the Minutes p. 2 

Bourbonnais Grove Historical Society
News Letter 

News Letter: 1991-1992 
Page 1

Annual Dinner Meeting
Life Membership

Christmas Open House
Vic Johnson Electer President 

Page 2
Dr. Lynford Marquart Dies

Coach House Project
Curator’s Report

Museum Gets Wallpaper
Museum Tours 

Page 3
Museum Repairs

Historic Quilt
From the President’s Desk 

News Letter: Spring Summer 1991
Page 1

Proposed “Carriage House”
Noel LeVasseur Awards 
Festival Parade Entry

Page 2 
Annual Dinner Meeting
The Theatiki Gathering

Ju;y 13 & 14
Museum Hours 

Active Board Needed 
Page 3

Curator’s Report 



News Letter: Summer 1991 
Page 3

Cecile LaMaree Enright, Curator
Arts & Crafts Fair 

News Letter: Summer 1990 
Page 1

Active Members Needed 
Gathering at LaSalle’s Theatiki

A Success 
Page 2

A Pagent of History Carried on
Waters of Kankakee 
Noted in the Minutes 

Page 3
Descendnt of François Bourbonnais,
Gary Bourbonnais, Honored as Top

School Administrator 
Page 4

A Tip of the Old Beaver Hat to the
Kankakee County Historical Museun

-and to-
The Manteno Historical Society for its

Renovation of the Skinner House 

News Letter: Summer 1988 
Page 1

Restoration of Letourneau Home 
Completed

Noted in the Minutes 
Page 2

Member Compiles History of
Perry Farm

Page 3
Members Wanted 

News Letter: Summer 1987 
Page 1

The George R. Letourneau Home Restoration
Site Dedication on April 14th

Page 2
Arbor Day Tree Dedication 
Arts and Crafts Fair Held 

“Feast of the French-Canadians in 
Bourbonnais” 

Funding for Letourneau Home
Restoration 

Church Railings Donated

Page 3
Friendship Festival Activities

Noel LeVasseur Awards Presented 
20% Increase in Membership

Special Thank You to (Many People)
Life Membership Awarded to

President Ponton 

News Letter: Fall 1987 
Page 1

Some Highlights of the
Last Several Months 

Page 2
The House That George Built

Page 3
The Fourth of July at Bourbonnais, 1889

Committee Members needed for 
1989 Celebration 

Page 4
Bourbonnais Grove Historical Society

First Annual Dinner Meeting
Don’t Forget “Les Artisans”

Arts and Crafts Fair 
Members Wanted 

News Letter: Winter 1986 
Page 1

Arts and Crafts Show 
Yard Sale Held 

Membership Again Over 200
Letourneau Home Site on North Main 

Yields Clues to Pioneer Occpancy
Page 2

Letourneau Home Moved and 
Restoration Begun

Funding the Letourneau Home
Page 3

Items Donated to Refurnish the 
Letourneau Home 

Election of Officers 

News Letter: Summer 1986 
Page 1

Progress Report
Page 2

Clues to Letourneau Home History
Found in Buried Trash Piles p. 2

Page 3
Earl and Toni Betourne 



President’s Report, 1983
Page 1

(Nineth year of existance) 

Le Journal du Village 
Summer 1983 VOL. NO. 11 NO. 1 

From the President’s Desk p. 1
The Magnificent Trolly p. 2

Letters of Love (Notre Dame Student) p. 4 
Winter 1982 VOL. NO. 11 NO. 

(“Winter Wonderland”)
Diaster p. 3

1982 Officers and Board of Directors p. 5
Members Who died During the

Past Year p. 6
Special Thank You p. 6
An Interesting Fact p. 6
Les Artisans Fair p. 6 

Summer 1981: VOL. NO. 10 NO. 1 
(Adrien M. Richard Remembers

Automobile Travel, 1919
The Noel LeVasseur Memorial Awards,

1981 p. 3
Membership Report p. 3

New Members for 1981 p. 3
Memorial Dasy Memories p. 4

Pur Sympathy p. 5
Over and Over Again, Our Thanks p. 5

“Rubaiyat of Mathieu Lettellier”
From Ballads of Bourbonnais p. 5 

Winter 1980: VOL. NO. 9 NO. 1 
Kankakee Area — 2029 p. 1

Wal;lace Bruce Amsbary Poem p. 3
Yes, Jonathan, There Is a Santa Clause p. 4

The Presidnts’ Report p. 5
Thank You p. 6 

Summer 1980: VOL. NO. 8 NO. 1 
A Tribute to the Indians,

Happy Birthdat Bourbonnais p. 1
The Changing Shape of
Women’s Fashions p. 2

The Ballads of Bourbonnais p. 6
“Verre Definite” p. 6 

Winter 1979: VOL. NO. 7 NO. 1 
(Blessed Marguerite Bourgeoys) p. 1

That Something Special p. 4
A Society’ Thanks p. 5

A Thank You to Our Special Friends p. 5
President’s Review p. 6

Noel LeVasseu Memorial Dedication Day p. 6 

Spring 1979: VOL. NO. 6 NO. 1
Invitation to the Ball p. 1

Our Si cere Condolances to the 
Family of Eva Legris p. 2

Our Readers share Memories p. 3
Special Tahnks p. 4

The Village: A Story of Bourbonnais p. 5
Growing Pains p. 6 

Winter 1978: VOL. NO. 5 NO. 1 
Once Upon a Haunted House p. 1

Bourbonnais Grove Historical Society
Wrpa-Up for 1978 p. 4

Please Send Us your Best
Bourbonnais Memory p. 5 

Spring 1978: VOL. NO. 4 NO. 1
The way It was p. 1

Stranger In a Strange Land p. 3
“W’en de Frogs Begin to Sing” p. 4

Once Upon a Time p. 5
Bourbonnais Grove Historical Society

Needs You, p. 6 

December 1977: VOL. NO. 3 NO. 1 
Christmas Now and Then p. 1

Our Presidnet Brings Us up to Date p. 2
Old Time Recipes p. 3

Where Has Main Street Gone p. 4
Tune of “O Holy Night” p. 6 

July 4 1976: VOL. NO. 2 NO. 1
The Medicine Man p. 1

Bourbonnais Grove Historical Society
Needs You, p. 2

Flickervill VS Bourbonnais p. 2
Some of Bourbonnais’ Finest Citizens p. 4

Nickname Game p. 5 



December 1975: VOL. NO. 1 NO. 1 
A Bourbonnais Christmas Eve 

200 Years ago p. 1
A True Holiday Adventure p. 2

Do You Have an Extra Christmas Gift 
to Buy p. 3

Bourbonnais Grove Historical Society
A Pourpose p. 4

Society Officers p. 4
Holiday Word Search Puzzel p. 5
A Town Hall Christmas Party p. 6 




