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1. Hello, my name is Dr Jim Paul

All you need right now is pen and paper. Please put your phones on “silent mode”. This
session will be recorded. The complete “Antebellum Abolitionists Narrative” with slides will be
posted on the Bourbonnais Grove Historical Society website under Members/Resources/Local
History Series/Antebellum Abolitionists Narrative. Please use this link
https://bourbonnaishistory.org/resources.

There are four parts to this course presentation: 1) Introduction/Backgound; 2)
Presentation by Thomas Durham (1784-1854)—who you see here, arriving in Bourbonnais
Grove in 1835 with his wife Margaret (1796-1882); 3) interaction with Thomas Durham at his
farmhouse in 1853; and 4) Conclusion—learn how your companion on this journey addressed
the issue of slavery and abolition.

This is the second in a series of courses entitled Local History 101: Making Life-
Changing Decisions in the Kankakee River Valley. The first course was entitled Potawatomi
Peril (to 1838). The next course in the series, Episode 3, is in the planning stage. It will be The
Life and Legacy of George Letourneau: from Bourbonnais and Kankakee mayor to Illinois state
senator—1860-1906.

These courses will immerse course participants in the gut wrenching decisions of the
individuals who lived in the Kankakee River Valley. The purpose of these course programs will
be to engage the audience in a new way. The goal is not to have two levels of learning in the
traditional two planes of narrator-audience, teacher-student, and presenter-audience, but to
achieve one level in which all parties immerse themselves in the past. For example, during this
course program, you will walk in the shoes of Kankakee River Valley residents, and | will
become Thomas Durham. You will be compelled to make life-changing decisions in the 1850s.
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In the first part of this course, you must assume the identity of a
person who lived in Kankakee River Valley during the 1850s.
Please pick a number from one to ten. [Pause until the number
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2. In the first part of this course program, you must now assume the identity of a person
who lived in Kankakee River Valley during the 1850s. Please pick a number from one to ten.
[Pause until the number is picked. Continue after everyone has picked her/his number.] The
number you picked represents the person next to the number. Please pick a name for yourself.

D ctinitions
Aboli‘tionist a person who opposes a Practice orinstitution,

esPecia"y caPi'I:al Punishment or slaver_g.
Antebe“um occurn'ng or existing beforea Particular war, es Pecia"_g

the Civil War.

Fugitive 5|ave Acts statutes Passed bq Congress mi793 and
1850 that Proviclecl the seizure and retum of runaway slaves
who escaped from one state to another orinto federal
territory. l:ugﬂ:ives could not tesﬁf«.’ on their own behalf nor
were tl’le!.j Permittecl a trial byjun., Heavq Penalties were
imposed onfederal marshals who refused to enforce the law or
from who the fugitive escaPecl; Penah:ies were also imPosecJ on
individuals who helped runaway slaves orwho helPec’ slaves to
escape. Was this “%}looclhouncl Law”a =slave power

co nsPirac_g" to get more Power?

u ndergrouncl Réﬂroacl a system of'—_coo ration amongactive
antislave eoplein the u\_S before 1863 by which people
Y p e
esca Ping enslavement were secretly helpecl toreachthe North
orCanacla.

3. No additional narrative for this slide.



4. No additional narrative for this slide.
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espe cia"_g ca Pital Punishme ntor slavery.

Antebe“um occurring or existing beforea Particular war, especiautj
the (Civil War :

Fugiﬁve 5|ave Acts statutes Passed b.l.j Congress in179%and
1850 that Providecl the seizure and retum of runaway slaves
who escaped from one state to anotherorinto federal
tern"tory. f:ugitives could not tesﬁfg on their own behalf nor
were théq Permittec’ a trial bt’jurq. Heavg Penalties were

imPosed‘bn federal marshals who refused to enforce the law or
fromwho the fugitive escaped; Penalties were also imPosed on

inclivicluals who elﬁlirunawaq SIBVCS orwho hel PeC‘ slaves to

escape. Was this odhound Law”a =slave power
co nsPirac_g” to get more Power?

u nclergrouncl Kaﬂroad a system of cooperation among active
antislaver_q Peop’e inthe (|.S.before 1863 b_q which People
esca Pingenslavement were secretly helPecl to reachthe Nortl’t
or Canacla.

5. With your new identity, you are now compelled to make decisions about the Fugitive
Slave Act which was strengthened by Congress in 1850. Make your decision by choosing and
answering one or more of the statements provided here. Please write down your choices before
going to the next slide.



Please pick a number from one to ten. [Pause until the number is picked.

Continue after everyone has picked her/his number.] The number you picked

represents the person below that will walk with you in the 1850s. Please

write her/his name below along with your life-changing decision picks from

the previous page. You will learn this person’s view on slavery as you come to
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the end of the 1850s.

6. No additional narrative for this slide.



You will soon v:sntwnth Thomas Du rhamin his

farmhousein i 85 b—congrcss strengthencd the

Fu itive Slave Act three years before. Youwill

role Plag asthe person whose ldentltg you have

assumec’ Dud}am wn"askyou tl‘llbquebthﬂ Wl“

you assistin the hldlngo{* runaway 5|ave 527

*(_onsiderwhat question you willask T homas
Durham.

7. What follows is my interpretation of events from 1838-60. | have relied on local
historian Vic Johnson’s writings and research which include archival notes from Robert Durham
and Don Saupe, relatives of the Durham-Perry family. Local historian Adrien Richard stated
reasons for the meager records of Bourbonnais Grove. In pp. iv-v of his The Village: a Story of
Bourbonnais (published in 1975) that "The absence of village documents and records prior to
1913, reportedly lost in a grocery store fire where the board meeting were held at the turn of the
century, created a void in the story of Bourbonnais. Then too, the residents of Bourbonnais,
apparently satisfied with their township government, waited 45 years (May 13, 1875) before
acquiring the status of an incorporated village, so that any form of civic records prior to
incorporation are as well non-existent.” One must also bear in mind that any activities related to
hiding runaway slaves in the Bourbonnais Grove area in the 1850s and 1860s would have been
kept secret, and no records kept in case a person was accused of this crime.
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8. No additional narrative for this slide.

The Kansas—Nebras‘(a Act became lawon May 30, 1 854.

1857 — African Americans are dedared property; so they arenot protected by the
United States Constitution.

9. No additional narrative for this slide.
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10. No additional narrative for this slide.
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11. No additional narrative for this slide.
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(_jCOfSC Lel’ourneau’s Fo'ih'cal C,arecr
*Bourbonnais TownshiP 5upervisor —1856,
1867,and 1876;
*De lcgateto First RePublican State convention at
age25 where the attendees were sPe“bound bf]
| incoln’s *] ost \(chedf’»—l 856;
*K ankakee C,ount Coroner—— 1860-63%;
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12. No additional narrative for this slide.

o_utes to Freedom in lllinois

il Joseph “Pap” Tetter
and the 1862
5 underground railroad

Penmibroke Township

(Kankakee County)

13. No additional narrative for this slide.



The Tetter Family

The 1860 U.S. Census had counted 20 African Ame
Kankakee County. The black population of Kankak
doubled in the early 1860s when Jose

ricans living in
¢e County then
ph “Pap” Tetter, his wife

Mary, and their 18 children arrived in what is now
Pembroke Township

Although accounts vary, the Tetter family is generally believed to
lave escaped from slavery in South Carolina about the time the Civil
War began in 1861. They made their way northward, eventually
settling in the area that became Hopkins Park,

Pap Tetter acquired 42 acres of land, most of which he subdivided

and sold to other arriving settlers. According to some accounts, he

used the funds to set up and operate a station of the Underground
Railroad at Hopkins Park

Today, descendants of Pap Tetter continue to live in Pembroke
Township and other communities across Kankakee County.

Kankakcc C;ountg Museum Signagc

14. No additional narrative for this slide.

LO cal C,on nections

In addition to Wilmington and HoPkins FParkin

northeastem |llinois, localfolklorein Bourbonnais, Jllinois
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Du rham—rerrq [Tarmstead, a Kan‘(a‘(ee (_oun _ istoric

Landmar‘(loc:ated at459 N. Kenned_g Dirive, "
Bourbonnais, || (also know asthe Feny Fam F ark).

15. No additional narrative for this slide.




The “Shutter” [D)arn Q_uilt onthe Horse Bam (l 8‘1*0) at
the Durham—l:,eny Fannsteac‘ seems aPProPriate.

Co urtesy of PatriciaM.Faul

17. No additional narrative for this slide.
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18. No additional narrative for this slide.

11



\(Vexcome to my home
November 5, 1853.

I was bornon October 1
1/784.

|
|
My (2u alccrAbolitionist%
| egacy |

19.  Thomas Durham, Jr. (1784-1854) speaks about his life as an abolitionist.

Long before | came to Bourbonnais Grove in 1834, my family was abolitionist. | was
born to Thomas and Arabella Durham on October 1, 1784, just three years after the commander
of the British Army, Lord Cornwallis, surrendered to General George Washington at Yorktown
on October 20, 1781. That decisive battle was just a day’s ride from our farm home in Brunswick
County, Commonwealth of Virginia. My father, Thomas Durham-Madkins, was born about
1740 in the commonwealth’s James City County. He purchased land in Lunenburg County,
Commonwealth of Virginia on June 10, 1764. He had just gotten married to Arabella Marrow.
My paternal grandfather’s surname was Durham, but when he died, my paternal grandmother
married a Madkins. When my brothers, Daniel, William, and | married, we used only the
Durham surname.

My father joined the Quakers in 1782 at Blackwater Monthly Meeting, and my mother
joined at the same meeting in 1784. The first Quakers (or Religious Society of Friends) began
around 1650 in England, breaking away from the established Church of England. My Quaker
tradition emphasized a close relationship with Jesus, reading and studying the Bible, and equality
of all people. We emphasize refusal to participate in war, swear oaths, drink alcohol, and
enslave others. Therefore, we Quakers support abolition of slavery, prison reform, social justice,
and philanthropic efforts. This was the religious and family environment that | was born into.

12
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a“eged REVET slaves;
'January 6,1794—my fatherdied; and

*Formation of the beerh’ Fartg (Pro abolition of slavery)in
1840.

20.  In 1782, the year of his Quaker conversion, my father freed our family’s slaves. He wrote
“I Thomas Durham Madkins being fully persuaded that freedom is the natural right of all
mankind . . .[freed] Negroes whom I have held” [From Vic Johnson and Robert Durham’s
research]. With this proclamation, my father freed Hannah (age 36) and her children Charles
(17), Dick (16), Bett (14), Beck (13), Peg (11), Jacob (6), Ben (4), and Ann (3). He reserved the
prerogative of acting as guardian over them until the males reached age 21 and the females
reached age 18. Father also purchased and freed on November 3, 1792 two near relatives of
Hannah: Maria (age 13) and Squire Durham (23). Many of these newly freed individuals took the
family name of Durham. My father died on January 6, 1794 when | was only nine years old.
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21. No additional narrative for this slide.

F)rihsh colonial policies, inc]udirg the lndian Keserve and Quebec Act. caused the
American Revolution. Brih'sh domination of the l“nob country ended in 1778 when
Virgnian e (_ol. (_‘eorge Rogers (.;_larl‘ lberated the ™ minois(-__ount'rﬂ’ from the
Briﬁsh.'minds’ was then govemecl bq the (:_ommonweam'l of Virginia where l was
bomin [ 7584.

5 Nashborough
SHINGTON CO, *
: CAROLINA

22. No additional narrative for this slide.
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23. No additional narrative for this slide.
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24, In 1806, our whole Durham family and some of our now free Negro family members
migrated across the Blue Ridge Mountains into the Great Smoky Mountains of Blount County in
eastern Tennessee where there was subsistence agriculture and few slave owners. We joined the
Quaker Newberry Monthly Meeting [Friendsville, Tennessee]. Mother died there on March 2,
1808. A short while later I fell in love with fifteen-year-old Peggy [Margaret] Wyly. We married
on October 17, 1811. James W. was our first born in 1812, followed by Thomas who died in
1816 at age two. Our daughter Barbara was born in 1816. Peggy is currently pregnant with our
fourth child.

Our family was encouraged to travel north by the sermon of the Quaker Zachariah Dix
which he delivered in 1803 at the Bush River Monthly Meeting in Newberry, North Carolina. He
stated:

“O Bush River! Purge thyself. Young men, young women, to you I appeal. The great northwest territory lies over
the mountains beyond the Ohio River. It is a wild forest. It is a wilderness. From the wigwams of the savage the
smoke still ascends through the boughs of the trees, but it is a fertile land. It is a land forever dedicated to human
freedom. There you can make productive fields. There you can make friends with the Red Man. To you | appeal,
flee to that land. Shake the dust of human bondage from your feet for your own sake and for the sake of your
children’s children. This system of human slavery will fall. The cup of its iniquity is well-nigh filled. Go to the
Northwest Territory! Look not behind you into this Sodom of human slavery, for the fires of Heaven shall descend
upon it and the wrath of the Almighty shall consume it” [springborohistory.org/Quaker migrations/anti-slavery
sentiments].

16



T his map depicts my family’s westward migration from 1784to 1816.
e 3 Y 9 24

25. Heeding this command, our family is now in the newly born [1816] state of Indiana. Our
Lick Creek community includes a free Negro settlement. This Indiana community is rich in
hardwood forest, but some of us keep thinking about a move west of the Wabash River. If the
Ilinois Territory constitutional assembly abolishes slavery, many of us would like to settle on its
fertile prairie. Good day to thee!

Thy faithful servant,
Thomas R. Durham

17



In this sketchof linows | emtoryin 1818 at nght. note the town/aty population centers n
the southand :.pameh Popuiated areasin the north. ln1818s. m_g‘ami_ Ivedin{ ick Creek.
Incinana {numberl oraed_‘. In 1825, the Fatmly moved to Vemﬂon Cymve ';number 2 ci‘c‘ed}.

| he firstsetdement in Vermiion Cou nty {where Danville and Vermikon (Grove are located)
wasin | 819 around asa&spn'ng_ Skexch by James f’au] ©2018.

26.  [The following account is an interpretation of what pioneer and Quaker abolitionist
Thomas R. Durham might have written in a letter to friends in September 1818. In 1834,
Durham would become the first non-Native American to begin a farmstead on land that today is
known as Perry Farm Park.]

My dear friends,

| hope this letter finds thee enjoying a nice September 1818 day. | will begin my
correspondence with our blessed family news. Just a few weeks ago on August 19, 1818, my
wife Peggy gave birth to our third living child, Artemacy, in the eastern mountains of Blount
County, Tennessee. | was so happy, and could not wait to bring them to our new Durham family
home in the integrated settlement of Lick Creek, Indiana where my extended family now resides.
Many former slaves also live here. Peggy, the baby, and our other two children—six-year-old
James and two-year-old Barbara—are now with us in Lick Creek.

I would like to relate to you now the news about the “Illinois question”— will it be a free
or slave state? I was eating dinner with my immediate family and my brothers’ and sisters’
families when the news from Kaskaskia, capital of the Illinois Territory, arrived. After dinner, |
said, “Can thee believe it? The thirty-three Illinois constitutional assembly legislators met for
only 21 days from August 3 to 24th and did not abolish slavery in their proposed new state!

How can we possibly consider a move into a future state of Illinois while such an attitude toward
human rights exists? It does not seem that we Quaker abolitionists are destined to move further
west.”

18
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27.  That evening my family discussed the Illinois slavery issue until bedtime. We questioned
how the Illinois territorial legislators could permit slavery when the Northwest Ordinance of
1787 forbade it. | mentioned that the ordinance did allow the French colonials of Ste.
Genevieve, Kaskaskia, Cahokia, and other French settlements to retain their slaves in a type of
“grandfathering” clause. There persisted an impression that the French slaves had more rights
than British colonial or southern U.S. slaves. But “Slavery was slavery!” I exclaimed, and
“Morally speaking, how can a questionable French ‘gentile’ slavery be any better than British or
U.S. abusive slavery?” Furthermore, the new August 1818 Illinois Constitution affirmed the
practice of long term indentured servitude in which an unfree laborer was bound by contract to
work for an employer for a fixed time. Freedom would only come after the contract expired.
This meant that the African Americans already living in Illinois Territory could be put under
long term indentures. Indentured servants were considered marketable property. The new
constitution claimed to forbid the future introduction of slavery—except at the salt springs in
Shawneetown, Illinois until 1825 (it took 100 gallons of water to produce 1 bushel of salt). But
how reliable is this claim when so many former and present slave owners live in Illinois? The
territory is scheduled to hold elections on September 17-19 for governor, lieutenant governor,
general assembly, U.S. representative, and two U.S. senators. Former slave owner Shadrach
Bond is favored to win the governor’s seat. The first lieutenant governor is likely to be
Montreal-born Pierre Menard. He was chosen to balance the ticket by attracting Illinois French-
speaking voters. Before retiring for the evening, Peggy and | made a decision: we will not move
to Illinois until the abolition of slavery in the state is a certainty.

Thou faithful servant,
Thomas R. Durham

19
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28. No additional narrative for this slide.
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doctrines tends ratherhto increase than to abate its evils.”

29. No additional narrative for this slide.
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Vermillion County Museum’s Visitor Center is a replica of the
Gurdon Hubbard (1802-86) brick structure completed by Thomas Durham in 1833.
Hubbard was the contractor.

31. In September 1824, a referendum in the Illinois general election for a constitutional
convention to draft an amendment to legalize slavery was defeated by a vote of 6640 to 4972
(Robert P. Howard, Illinois: A History of the Prairie State, Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B.
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1972, page 137). The next year, 1825, my family and | moved into
Ilinois to the Quaker settlement of Vermillion Grove south of Danville.
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+ Potawatomie built shelter; and ‘
* 20acres plowed. :
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32.  Good day to thee! When I first laid eyes on Twin Oaks in 1834, | was almost 50 years
old, but I knew this was where | wanted to spend the rest of my life. | was amazed at the beauty
of the land between the Bourbonnais Trace, Bourbonnais Creek, and Kankakee River. Twin
Oaks (two large burr oak trees) was where we camped for the night on our walk from the Quaker
settlement of Vermilion Grove, south of Danville, to Chicago. | had been hired by Gurdon
Hubbard to build a brick warehouse on the corner of LaSalle and South Water Street in Chicago.
Hubbard must have been impressed by the new masonry Vermilion County Court House that |
had just finished in Danville. Twin Oaks was located just west of the Chicago to Danville
Road—about the midway point or 65 miles south of Chicago—where the road intersected with
the Bourbonnais Trace [in later times, the address of my farm house became 459 North Kennedy
Drive, Bourbonnais, Illinois, after the Bourbonnais Trace was renamed Kennedy Drive—one of
the two Twin Oaks still stands south of the Perry Farm House, the other was diseased and cut
down in 1990, but a slice of its 200 year-old trunk is displayed south of the smoke tree behind
the Letourneau Home/Museum on the Adrien M. Richard Heritage Preserve Arboretum].

After completing the warehouse in Chicago, | purchased the 160 acres Twin Oaks portion
of the Jonveau Reserve from Hubbard who was an agent for the land transfers when the
Potawatomi were compelled to move west of the Mississippi. This acreage extended from the
prairie on both sides of the Bourbonnais Trace to the wet prairie or marsh located west of the
Bourbonnais Trace to the Kankakee River. In 1838, | purchased another 164 acres extending my
property 83.88 acres to the east and the hardwood forest and limestone canyon “Indian Caves” to
the west where the Bourbonnais Creek enters the Kankakee River.
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33. In 1835, my wife Margaret (1796-1882), who we called Peggy, and | moved our
nine children and possessions from Vermilion Grove to Twin Oaks. My family and | were
cordially greeted by the resident Potawatomi. They even constructed a wigwam of boughs for us
to use until our log cabin was built. Peggy gave birth to three more of our children at Twin
Oaks. We were the first Quaker family and first American-born family to settle in French-
Canadian Bourbonnais Grove. By the summer of 1835, | was cultivating 40 acres at Twin Oaks.

AT b ot s B
LS : -
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My team of oxen and | broke open the prairie at Twin Oaks in 1835
(sketch by Christina M. Bradley © 2016).

By 1840, we had constructed a timber framed I-shaped two story “tidewater stack” farm house
and three-bay English barn. The horse barn was built shortly thereafter along with chicken
coups, granary, corn cribs, and tool sheds.

As a Virginia-born individual of Quaker faith, my urge to move north was motivated by
my support of abolition and opposition to slavery. In the early 1800s, I moved from Virginia to
Eastern Tennessee where | met and married Peggy Wyly in 1811. We then moved to Cherry
Creek, south of Terre Haute, Indiana; then to Vermillion Grove outside Danville, Illinois; and
finally to Bourbonnais Grove, Illinois
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Make the slave’s case our own.
1859

Many women were active in both ABOLITIONIST
AND FEMINIST circles, seeking equal rights for all.

In 1832, black women in Massachusetts founded

a female anti-slavery society “to promote the
welfare of our color.” One year later, Philadelphia
women formed one of the first racially integrated

societies, supporting the Underground Railroad
and petitioning for abolition.

.34. No additional narrative for this slide.

Be not partakers of other men’s sins.
ca. 1850

Black and white Northerners formed abolitionist
organizations. Founded in 1833, the AMERICAN

ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY built upon the efforts

of earlier groups and sought to unite the movement.
Members sent petitions to Congress, organized
resistance to slave catchers and kidnappers,

and printed literature to spread awareness

of the sin of slavery.

35. No additional narrative for this slide.

24



36. No additional narrative for this slide.

*C_hicago’s PoPulation hadincreased
from100in 18%0to4470in1840;

*The murderof Elijah F | _ovejog on November
7,18%71n Alfon, I”inois_.causcd C‘hicago to

declareitself an abolitionist Citlj.

*C_hicago becamea largc hubmcorth;t routes for

u nawa9 SlaVCS.

’Thc slave markets o{:St. l ouis caused ma ny
settlersin I”inois to bctgin to hc‘lP the ru naway
slaves.

*Both blacks and whites became conductorsinthe
(] nc!ergrou nd K ailroad.

37. No additional narrative for this slide.
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The blue arrows point to Bourbonnais Creek below and Francois Bourbonnais Sr’s cabin above.
Note also other important sites.

38. No additional narrative for this slide.

Slavety was abolished in (Great Pritain (induding (Canada) on
August28, 1833 tookeffect on August 1, 1834; from 1433, Papal
- 7N ncyclicals conclemnecl s'avery )
o and t}re» trade.

_ The records of St. Leo’s
Parish {Bourbonnais
‘Grove) in 1847 note77
) French-Canadian
“', . familiesor 471 persons

ReamanCatholic,and |/ |
‘4)]’06.’(&#&:‘;"67 RN
39. No additional narrative for this slide.
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*| waselected (_ommissionerof Kock Vi"agc Precinct
'al Countﬂ) in 1836 toatwo yearterm;

. During my tenure as (_ommissioner, the log school
wasbuiltin1837 bg the volunteerlaborof
Solomon YodcrancUoscPth Boltonhouse—a
1'2story 20’ x 20’ structure.

* T hiswasthe second |og schoolin the riverva "cy.

f

Sketch by Vic Johnson

40. No additional narrative for this slide.

Du nng the tenure of the log schopu'louse fromi8 5748,

thCSC are our chilclren Wl'lO were O{' SCI"IOC)I age:

’Arabeﬂa,age 16in183%7;
’Harry_.age 14in18%7;
*FPleasant, age 1310 18%7;

*Martha, a%e 12inl 8}7—0n\)anuarg 1, 1845 she married

Dawi Feny;
'Margaret, age 11 in 18%7;
'Tl’iomas_.‘Jr. age 10in 18%7;
= Stephen whowas ages 5-16 c’uﬁngthe years 18%7-48;
* (Gurdonwho was ages 5-1 ‘Pduﬁngtheyears 18%7-48;

an

* Danielwhowasbomin 1837 and would have goneto the
school.

41. No additional narrative for this slide.
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Rut‘n [_e\’as.’.eur

*|n 1835, Pioneer fur trader Noel | eVasseur (i 799-1 87\;7)’ S
established his hadins postin Pourbonnais (Grove.

*| wasthe brick mason who built | eVasseur’s [:,'arly (lassical
Revival 12 story brick homejust north of the tr.;dins post.

*| eVasseur mamried Kuth Kussellin 1838.

'Thcy bad eisht children (| dward, Julia, FHarmret, Lucg and
(Jeorse (twms) Can‘ic,rredc‘lie, and William/Cuillaume
Noel).

42. No additional narrative for this slide.

Methoclism in Kanl(al(ee RiverVa“eH from 18%5-60
Northem Methodists congregations increasingl_q oPPosecl slaver_g,
and some members began to be active in the abolitionist movement.

'Jol’m \Nesleg was Passionatel_g oPPosed to slaverg;

*R everend [ rancis Asbury told (3e0tge \Nashirgton of his opposition to
s|avery in Vilginia_;

*R everend Jesse Walker (1 766-18%5)was one of first Met‘!‘nodist circuit
riders in l"inois and VV:’“ (;ount_g;

'Aﬁ'er the first Methodist quarterlg meetirg held at the log school- house
13] _January 1842 (John Sinc[air esidirg), Bourbonna;s (rove
became Part of the six-week Me ist circuit the ‘o“owirg year
(Stephen K Beggs,l evi_Jenks and James| ecken were the

ministers).
'Reverend StePhen R. Beg‘gs {at rigﬂ'), (-_ircuit Rider to
Bourbonnais (rovein 184%;
2 Reverend (]\ester Reeder, (:l’rcuit Ricierin 185%-575;
*Reverend James Mc(Jean, (ircuit Riderin 1855-56; and
*R everend F_J (leveland, (Circuit Riderin 1856-60

43. No additional narrative for this slide.
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u gitive Slave Act—
Strensﬁ'lenec] l)l.’ C-‘ongress on SePteml)er 18,1850

CAUTION!!
COLORED PEOPLE

OF BOSTON, 0NE & ALL
You are heredy respecifully CAUTIONED and
advised, o avold tmmlu with the

Watchmen IBN Police Officers

h‘u ﬁm“hﬂ.’ mnma

KIDNAPPERS

slave Catchers,
BTN Y TR

n-'ulm.

lh.l-onq —.m.nn—nnnll
n\htnel (he most unlertunate of

a Sharp Look Out for
Kl NAPPERS, and have
TOP EYE open.

APRIL 24, I185L

44. No additional narrative for this slide.

C omProm15e of 1 850 — slave catchers and owners can
pursue Fugtlve slavesinto free states;

'Blac‘(s begm toflee to C anadaand Mexxco- and
u ncle_rgrouncl railroad becomes an lmPortant avenue of

CJCBPC {'or {'ree and gugtwe Jave.»

45. No additional narrative for this slide.
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D Fcbrualy i 853—| ormation of K ankakee County;

) uly 4,1853—|llinois (_entral KK arrives; and

” Marcl'l 12,185 5»—Kanka‘<ec Township formed out of
Bourbonnais TownshiP.

46. No additional narrative for this slide.

Agam welcome to my home. F_nou habout
mng Now let’s talk.

b
- .

l. ':.
N v

.
. vy

L1111

ST 7]
3

47. No additional narrative for this slide.
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As a Kankalcee KiverVa“ey residentin the 1 850s, you are comPe“ecl
to make decisions about the Fugitive Slave Act strengd'lened bf’
Co ngress on 5ePtember 18, 1850. You have picked one or more of
the Fouowmg statements. Now, let’s talk about this bu ming issue of

slaver_t’ and hiding runaway slaves.

i. To this time, | had no ormlon on the issue o{'- ;‘-law?r:.j, but

now I believe that silence on this issue is to be ComP‘lCli’.
: | bc‘lievc‘ that continumg, compromise with f)la\‘e f_‘)tates on
the issue of s’avc’r\q is cowardice.

5. ‘ﬁlr‘.cc' slavcry Is SPFCSdiné as new temtones bc‘com(‘ 5taf€s.|
think it is better to advocate for abolition oFsla\'ery even
tho u5l’1 bloodshed will be involved. ‘

Jnan armed conflict, | am not sure with side (Pro—s.ia\'c‘fr\t, or
3nti—5|.3vt‘*r\(’ combstants)wu” Pr't’,\'ai’, but l am wn”m5 e
stand with the 3ntl—5l3\'c’r.lj forces.

s l will helxp }'ncic’ runaway slavc’s and fherc‘bq commit a gelonﬁ.

48. No additional narrative for this slide.

Co nclusion

The erson who accompanied you on this .ourney actua“_g had to
address the I:ugitive SEve Act of 1850. l'_et’s see how her/his

decisions comPared or contrasted with gourdecisions.

i Thomas I)urham ( 1784-1 854) # he would have lived lon enough
to join the Kepublican Fartq, he would have been a Slack or
KadicalKe lican who demanded the abolition of slavery.

T Margaret (qug) l)urham ( 1796-1 882) even thoué‘l her Parents
were | ennessee slave owners, she became a yakersoon

aftershe married Thomas l)urham mi8il. l__l e herhusband,
she was anardent ankerabo]itionist.

3. Noel | eVasseur(1799-1 879) this F_rench—(,anadian Prc:minent
ioneer settler of PBourbonnais (srove was a devout ( ,atholic.

e was a Kadical Republican who “had no patience for
defenders of slave power. 5

49. No additional narrative for this slide.
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1 Rud'l \’,Rus:-el [’)d')l _eVasseuri]S lS—éO,‘—herancestom founded t”.artfon:l
(.;_onnechcut andfounded Yde (Jr:vemhj Asa northeastemer, who came
to l)awile. mhoia Ruth would have been sed to sha I Le her
husband, N:el . she would have wpported e Radnca' Re blicans

3. C'eor [Aetoun\eaj (18} I—!;"Ob')—asa nent itical fipure. he became the
?::t mayor oF[’)ourbomais (187§,and Iaterf::l’orop {ankakee (1.5;71-91)
He was one of the Ea_:’ers of the Repub‘can Farty of Karkal:ee (_,ounh.’ As
a French-(;anadim (_at*‘no‘c who was friends with the l)urhm and

[ _eV&:.eum. he was an abolitionict.

F_loclie J anéous) | etoumeau \l S}M?)—ﬁﬁs chidhood sweetheart and later wife of
C,eorge [ etoumeau, was alsoa French-(<anadcan (:_a tholic [l'.:e her
P u:.band, she :.Lpportec‘ the Rad&cal Repub&cms and abolition o“_slaven;

7- Fr. (__harles (__}liriql.y ‘:I 80)?—99,\—Jter 1853, he saw (:_atholicsm as 'slavery’ and
wa s excommuricated from his former church. Tohim Abaham} Amcoln as
a “savior” n his Iegpl cl'npute, and '{Je'fe oF Frencl’)—(__anadlms descent were
like southern slaves™ ([’)reﬂel 781 I'le and his ':re'lch—(__anad:an
congregation m 5t Anne, linois, were Radical Repl.ﬂicana

50. No additional narrative for this slide.

8. Mar‘l’ha l)ur‘i'lam—rerry (l 827_—87er l')erParenf:., Thomas and Marg,aret,
Martha was a Qpaker abolitionist and supporter of the Radical
Ke Publlcans

9 David Feny (1806-87)-bom in Vermont to a Family who served in the
French and |ndian War and American Re\-olution, he moved to
Mo mence in 1834 He was a gnst mill operator, carpenter, and farmer
after Purcl*la:.ing the Durham farm in 1866. He marmied Martha
Durhamin 1845, and agreecl with her and her‘:amily’s Poliﬁcal and
social iews. r"le became K ankakee (;ounty’s first treasurerfrom
183359, and was a Radical RePu blcan.

10. Kev. Ste!)hen Besgs (1801-95) bomin \fuginia, he was a Prominent
Figure in the formation of the Methodist (_hurch in northeastem Jllinois.
He followed in the foctsteP:. of Revs.i:mnds Asbury (\/irsinia) and
\Jesw Walker (Jlinois) as Methodist circuit nders missionanes, ﬂ:’
abolitionists. He reached the first sermon in (;hicago in 1831 at Forl‘
De arbom, re:.ultmg, in the Flmt Methodist (_hurch of (:_hicago. He
first came to r)ourbonnais (Grove in the 1840s=.

51. No additional narrative for this slide.
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Bi Hiograpl’n_q

f\ncestry.com- D ocuments related to the [)url’ra;n and| e [asseur families.

[’)rands. HW. Tbe/ea/ot and the Emmapahor. New York- Kandom [House.
2020.

Brel’te“.(—_',aro‘ng b- Fo’omngl:ather(_tlllhtquy Southem Mlinois (_Jniversitg

ress: (_,a ondale. 201 5- 3 &

burrou hts, 5)urt 777e f)tory of, KanLaLee s Ear/lect loneer\‘)eif/ers.
ntroducton and Not:e:; b_q Vic _Johnson. Bm e_q.” = [_mdsey
Fub’icaﬁons. 1986. : .

l) e|banco./\nc|rew. 777e “’arﬁefa‘e the H/al: Fenguin Fresa 2018.

Howarc’. Robert F //fno:;: A /7);.‘;&7’:9 of the rahe\_‘_)taia Clrand Rq)lcls
Michlgan: Wiliam . Eerclmans Fub bhing (o 1972

.Johnson,Vic and the 5«_Jurbonna's (Jrgve Histoﬁcal bociety. ﬁnages of/‘merta
Bourﬁonna:';. (__hat{eston. S - /\rcadia Fub'isl'fng; 2006.

- A Keview of the /_/i::h:)ry of the l)urlian—f’ ey /: am. A\ Referenc for

the bom{;onnais Townsh!:) Fa‘k District. )

Kanaga. Wiliam F and | etoumeau, (_,eorge K. :ecl:..). /‘/i:;lvn_ ofKanLaéee
(_,'ount\z] as partof Bateman. Newton and f_)e!bq_ Faur{\eds.)

/_/i.:; torical ncqc/opedia of //inors Vol l l (_;‘ucago Mlddb West
Fub'ishhg (-_ofnpany, 1 906.

Ricl‘:zcl__ /\dﬂn'en M. 777_e L’?/bge: A fjtor_y f)alrbpnruls. (1\5 A= Fubhs}‘led

by (__entenrial (_ommittee o Vi"age

urbonnais. | 975-

52. No additional narrative for this slide.
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