You Might Be a Disciple If:

Liturgist: Don Sherman
Psalr?r Psalm 23 ,NOU To bring a little levity dur-
Gospe.l: John 10:1-10 ff 5 ing this difficult time, this

ciple space will be featuring
Sr. Minister: Rev. Day Broers-Case ; .. ... jokes from “You Might Be
Sermon Text: Acts 17:1-9, A Disciple If...” By David
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 Patrick Polk
Sermon: “Church at Thessalonica”
“You might be a Disciple if...
You think arguing is a sacrament.”
Elders: Don Sherman and Cammie Denton

Music Director: Rick Barclay “You might be a Disciple if...
Audio/Video: Tom Smiley and Art Konnerth When you hear “restoration movement

you don’t think of housing rehab.”

In essentials, unity. . “You might be a Disciple if...
In non-essentials, liberty. _ Your baptismal candidates learn about
In all things, love! faith, prayer, and breath control.”

Happy Mother’s Day to all!

"u\':'.'_‘We will be including our Mother’s Day slide show in
d Y A 7~ our Mother’s Day service on May 10th. | will be us-
) - Z AT
C///0//Z( zJ 3§ling last year’s and adding to it as necessary. If you

have not included a picture of your mother and

= would like to do so please pass it along. Likewise, if
you have a new or different photo you would like to use please pass that along as well!

Already love Amazon? How about using The We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for
t A 1 but ith .05% f th fits bei
B O ety Aansteniauar ooRCABsIae wholeness in a fragmented world. As part of the
one body of Christ, we welcome all to the Lord's
When you start your Amazon shopping at smile.amazon.com and select Brandon Christian Table as God has welcomed us.

Church as the Smile organization you wish to support, Amazon will donate a portion of your
purchase to the church. It’s a great way to help the church out by just doing your normal
Amazon shopping!
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DENTON, Bill MICHAEL’ (JO H) ++new name—Please also pray for all those affected by Covid-19, our first r ders, dical care professionals, and

those out on the front lines to protect us.
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weak and bloodless.

Father.

tions into speaking to God directly, in the second person: for
“Thou” art with me, “Thy” rod and staff, “Thou” dost prepare. The
abiding presence of the Shepherd with us is the beating heart of the
poem.

There are some hidden Hebrew treasures in today’s Psalm. These show us that, no
matter how well we think we know this poem—there’s always more layers to uncov-
er in Psalm 23. First of all--Goodness and Mercy Don’t “Follow” Us In verse 6, we
read, “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life.” The verb
for “follow” is radaph. But the translation of this Hebrew verb as “follow” is far too

Radaph means to chase after, to pursue. The goodness and mercy of God do not fol-
low us like a good little puppy dog, trailing along behind us. Rather, they gallop after
us like a celestial stallion. As in the famous poem by Francis Thompson, the Lord’s goodness and mercy
chase us down labyrinthine paths like the Hound of Heaven. They stay hot on our heels. The divine
love and grace of our shepherd radaph us all the way to heaven’s gate and into the arms of our waiting

We are pursued by mercy. We are chased by grace. We are not merely followed. And secondly—Psalm
23 is not the shortest of the psalms—but it is relatively brief. It’s not as short as Psalm 117 (17 Hebrew
words) or as long as Psalm 119 (1065 Hebrew words!). Psalm 23 has 55 Hebrew words in it. What’s fas-
cinating—however—is what forms the numerical center of this psalm. At the heart of Psalm 23 are the
words, “For Thou art with me.” There are exactly 26 Hebrew words before that phrase, and exactly 26
words after it. What’s more, in the verses leading up to that phrase, the poet speaks of God in the third
person: “he” does this and “he” does that. But when we get to this numerical center, the psalmist transi-
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Psalm 23 opens with the Hebrew word, YHWH. Then 26 words i leﬁ? ':jfjfﬁf‘;q'jfiﬁw“m A A
later, the poet prays directly to the Lord, saying, “Thou [Yahweh] e siiboo e the
art with me.” Then he follows with 26 more words. We can’t see for s name’s sake. 26 o
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So, as you can see, our old friend—Psalm 23—has some new stories | ., i ””ﬁ;’iﬂ‘ﬁ’ﬁfﬁ piat
to tell us. We’re still in the process of getting to know our good 2 & o ’w°||fjgown: e
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closer friend than before. N e T LORD forever
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CWS Blanket Sunday

As we have in years past we will be participating in CWS Blanket Sunday for Mother’s Day.

If you would like to purchase a blanket in honor or memory of the beloved mother(s) in your
life, simply add $5.00 per blanket to your tithe and note how much goes to blankets in the
memo line of your check. If you are ordering through Give Plus, please make sure to put the

amount that you want to give for blankets in the appropriate line for Blanket Sunday.

The Church World Service is there to respond when disaster strikes. Along with blankets the

organization also raises funds for hygiene kits, emergency clean up kits, and school kits to

“When you are staying in a temporary shelter something as simple as a CWS hygiene kit and
a soft blanket to keep you warm can provide you with a little piece of comfort and dignity”

-Rev. Terry Kukuk, Dayton Ohio Tornado Response, 2019”

In 2019 CWS distributed 59,17 3 blankets, and 19,923 hygiene kits in the United States
alone. In total CWS distributed 154,334 blankets and kits total to countries including Syria,
oS Dominican Republic, Ecuador, and Greece. To learn more check out cwsblankets.org/



https://cwsblankets.org/mothersday
https://cwsblankets.org/mothersday

