Fifth Sunday in Lent
April 6, 2025

Our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promises it. In
the gospel Mary anticipates it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly
perfume in preparation for the day of his burial. In the second reading
Paul recalls his transformation from the persecutor Saul into an
apostle. In baptism, God’s new person (you!) rises daily from the
deadly mire of trespasses and sins.
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Welcome to Zion!

“Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love...”
(Joel 2:13)

Welcome —whether this is your home congregation or your first visit,
we’re glad you’re here!

We welcome all people in the name of Christ to experience God’s
goodness and grace in Word, water, and meal. Wherever you are on
your spiritual journey, there is a place for you to belong at Zion.

Get Connected at Zion

The best ways to stay connected are to visit our website, follow us on
social media (@zionchurchdfb on Facebook and Instagram), and
subscribe to our weekly newsletter.

Children in Worship

Children are God’s gift to our church! They are not the future of our
church; they are the right now. The way we welcome children here
directly affects the way they respond to the Church, to God, and to
one another.

We welcome children and their families to sit near the Prayground at
the front of the sanctuary. There are coloring activities, puzzles,
books, and a toolbox to engage in our worship together.

Giving

We appreciate your stewardship of treasure, talent, and
time at Zion. You may leave your offerings in the offering
plates or give online via our website or this QR code.

Livestreaming

Zion livestreams all our services on Facebook and YouTube. Any
person present gives consent to being filmed or photographed.

1)

Zion is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) community, and extends God's radical welcome
to all people, because we're all created in God's image.



We Gather

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s
abiding love. [Silence for self-reflection.] Compassionate One,
you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our
lives do not always reflect you and your love for the world. We
do not show others the tender compassion you have shown to
us. We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality you
grant to all people. We oppress others, even though you have
set us free again and again. We squander the abundant gifts of
the earth. Transform our lives and guide us again in the way of
the cross. Amen.

Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to
welcome the wandering ones home. In + Christ your sins are
forgiven. You have a place in God’s house forever. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN ELW Hymn #596
“My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together...Creator God, you prepare a new way in the
wilderness, and your grace waters our desert. Open our hearts
to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives
may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.



We Hear & Respond to God’s Word

FIRST READING Isaiah 43:16-21
...The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Cantor Assembly
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GOSPEL John 12:1-8

Before the reading: The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Afterthe reading: The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

GOD’S MESSAGE FORALL

HYMN OF THE DAY
“We Fall Down”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & SHARING OF PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always! And also with you.

OFFERING & ANNOUNCEMENTS

We Feast at the Lord’s Table

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give God thanks and praise.



Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal
feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the
fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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Bless-ed is he__ who comes____ in the name of the Lord!



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy
on us and given your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for
the priceless grace you have bestowed upon us through Jesus
Christ, who died upon the tree of Calvary and rose again to make
us living branches, drawing our life from him and bearing fruit in all
the world. Send your Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth and power, to
renew our faith as we receive our crucified and risen Lord who
comes to us in his body and blood.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed
foryou and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
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SHARING THE MEAL

Allwho are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.

During the season of Lent, our meal is shared in silence.
You are encouraged to use this time for prayer and contemplation.

We Are Sent into the World

BLESSING FOR STRENGTH
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
comfort, strengthen, and keep you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray together...Generous Host, you have shared your
feast with us and made us new. Send us now to set tables of
love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love
might nourish the world into freedom, in the name of the
crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
Beloved in the Lord, God has shown you what is good. What does
the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and
to walk humbly with your God?

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever. Amen.



SENDING HYMN ELW Hymn #325, Verse 1
“l Want Jesus to Walk with Me”

DISMISSAL

The worship has ended. Now the service begins. Go in peace.
Care for others as God cares for you. Thanks be to God!

License & Copyright Information
Bulletin cover art by John Stuart (wvw.stushieart.com). Portions of the liturgy are from Sundays and
Seasons.com. © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS014917. Hymns & songs reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-731250
& CCLI License #1376892. Scriptures taken from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, © 1989
by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches in the USA.




Prayer of the Day

) Today’s Readings

Fifth Sunday in Lent
April 6, 2025

Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace wa-
ters our desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you
are doing, that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given
to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading

Isaiah 43:16-21

Thus says the Lorb,
who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters,
who brings out chariot and horse,
army and warrior;
they lie down, they cannot rise,
they are extinguished, quenched

T am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not
perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.
20The wild animals will honor me,
the jackals and the ostriches;

like a wick: for I give water in the wilderness,
¥Do not remember the former rivers in the desert,
things, to give drink to my chosen people,
or consider the things of old. #'the people whom I formed for
myself
so that they might declare my
praise.
Psalm Psalm 126; tone 9
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When the LorbD restored
the for- | tunes of Zion,
then were we
like ! those who dream.
2Then was our mouth
filled with laughter,
and our tongue with ! shouts of joy.
Then they said among
the nations,
“The LORD has done
great ! things for them.”
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*The Lorp has done great
I'things for us,

and we are ! glad indeed.
“Restore our for- ! tunes, O LORD,

like the watercourses

I of the Negeb.
*Those who ! sowed with tears

will reap with ! songs of joy.
*Those who go out weeping,
carry- | ing the seed,

will come again with joy,

shoulder- ! ing their sheaves.



Second Reading

Philippians 3:4b-14

If anyone else has reason to be con-
fident in the flesh, I have more: ®cir-
cumcised on the eighth day, a mem-
ber of the people of Israel, of the
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; %as
to zeal, a persecutor of the church;
as to righteousness under the law,
blameless.

"Yet whatever gains I had, these I
have come to regard as loss because
of Christ. ®More than that, I regard
everything as loss because of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have
suffered the loss of all things, and
I regard them as rubbish, in order
that I may gain Christ and be found
in him, not having a righteousness
of my own that comes from the law,

Gospel

but one that comes through faith
in Christ, the righteousness from
God based on faith. I want to know
Christ and the power of his resur-
rection and the sharing of his suf-
ferings by becoming like him in his
death, "if somehow I may attain the
resurrection from the dead.

2Not that I have already obtained
this or have already reached the
goal; but I press on to make it my
own, because Christ Jesus has made
me his own. ®*Beloved, I do not con-
sider that I have made it my own; but
this one thing I do: forgetting what
lies behind and straining forward to
what lies ahead, ™I press on toward
the goal for the prize of the heaven-
ly call of God in Christ Jesus.

John 12:1-8

Six days before the Passover Jesus
came to Bethany, the home of
Lazarus, whom he had raised from
the dead. ?There they gave a dinner
for him. Martha served, and Lazarus
was one of those at the table with
him. *Mary took a pound of costly
perfume made of pure nard, anoint-
ed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with
her hair. The house was filled with
the fragrance of the perfume. ‘But
Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples
(the one who was about to betray

him), said, >*“Why was this perfume
not sold for three hundred denarii
and the money given to the poor?”
5(He said this not because he cared
about the poor, but because he was
a thief; he kept the common purse
and used to steal what was put into
it.) "Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She
bought it so that she might keep it
for the day of my burial. ®You always
have the poor with you, but you do
not always have me.”

TODAY’S READINGS April 6, 2025

Volume 56, Number 2

Next Sunday’s Readings: Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 22:14—23:56 or Luke 23:1-49.

TODAY'S READINGS (ISSN 1069-0166, USPS 009628) is published quarterly by Augsburg Fortress, 411 Washington Avenue North, Third Floor, Minneapolis, MN,
55401. Periodicals postage paid in St. Paul, MN and additional mailing offices. Postmaster: Send address changes to Today’s Readings, Augsburg Fortress
Publishers, PO. Box 1553, Minneapolis, MN 55440-1553. Printed in U.S.A. Price per weekly part $4.79 per 100 copies; price in Canada subject to exchange
rates. Minimum order 50 copies of each issue; all orders must be in multiples of 50. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. May not be
reproduced. Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts. Readings from New Revised Standard Version Bible with Apocrypha
© 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Prayer of the day and psalm from Evangelical Lutheran
Worship © 2006, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Psalm tone accompaniment is in Psalter for Worship, Year C (Augsburg Fortress, 2006). Please visit our website at
augsburgfortress.org. Lectionary year C. 7of15

ITEMO13771  Tracks 1and 2

10



