Third Sunday of Advent
Second Sunday Healing Service
December 14, 2025
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A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces
that the desert shall rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the
unexpected and transforming signs of God'’s reign. We wait with
patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his
presence among us this day: in word and holy supper, in church and
in our homes, in silent reflection and in works of justice and love. We
pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of
Christ’s advent among us.
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Welcome to Zion!

“All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and
give birth to a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,’ which
means, ‘God is with us.’” (Matthew 1:22-23)

Welcome —whether this is your home congregation or your first visit,
we’re glad you’re here!

We welcome all people in the name of Christ to experience God’s
goodness and grace in Word, water, and meal. Wherever you are on
your spiritual journey, there is a place for you to belong at Zion.

Get Connected at Zion

The best ways to stay connected are to visit our website, follow us on
social media (@zionchurchdfb on Facebook and Instagram), and
subscribe to our weekly newsletter.

Children in Worship

Children are God’s gift to our church! They are not the future of our
church; they are the right now. The way we welcome children here
directly affects the way they respond to the Church, to God, and to
one another.

We welcome children and their families to sit near the Prayground at
the front of the sanctuary. There are coloring activities, puzzles,
books, and a toolbox to engage in our worship together.

Giving
We appreciate your stewardship of treasure, talent, and

time at Zion. You may leave your offerings in the offering
plates or give online via our website or this QR code.

Livestreaming

Zion livestreams all our services on Facebook and YouTube. Any
person present gives consent to being filmed or photographed.

1)

Zion is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) community, and extends God's radical welcome
to all people, because we're all created in God's image.



We Gather

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose home is heaven and
earth, whose salvation is sure. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for
the peace and security only you can provide. We reach for
swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of
war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping
awake. Free us from self-reliance and teach us to live in
harmony with our neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s
timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may
abound in the hope you have promised. Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own
righteousness. + You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and
ready to welcome the Savior. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN ELW Hymn #263

“Savior of the Nations, Come”

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE ELW Hymn #157
The assembly joins with the refrain, and the Minister sings the verses.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together...Stir up the wills of all who look to you,
Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that,
transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. Your
prophets spoke of a day when the desert would blossom and
waters would break forth in the wilderness. Bless us as we light
the candles on this wreath. Strengthen our hearts as we prepare
for the coming of the Lord. May he give water to all who thirst, for
he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. Amen.
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We Hear & Respond to God’s Word
FIRST READING Isaiah 35:1-10
...Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!
SECOND READING James 5:7-10
...Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-11
Before the reading: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory toyou, O Lord.

After the reading: The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW Hymn #723
“Canticle of the Turning”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & SHARING OF PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always! And also with you.

OFFERTORY HYMN & PRAYER ELW Hymn #247
“Come Now, O Prince of Peace”

Let us pray together...Nourishing God, you are water in the
wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal,
satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the
world signs of your kingdom come. Amen.

We Feast at the Lord’s Table

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your
people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will
also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the
world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy God, we give thanks for your creation, fragile, yet fruitful,
enough for all. We give thanks that you call us into community
where love and justice may flourish, enough for all. We give you
thanks for sending us Jesus, God-with-Us, whose life, death and
resurrection have become for us the Way to find you, to know you,
to join with you in creating your new heaven and new earth.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed
foryou and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.



Come now, Holy Spirit—As you were present at creation, be
present now, and let these gifts of bread and wine become for us
the bread of life and the cup of blessing. As you were sent by Jesus
to accompany us on our journey of faith, be present now, and
transform this community into one body in Christ.

Gather us, O God, into your Advent hope—into watchfulness,
wonder, and joy. Strengthen us by this meal to love and serve in
the world you so love, until the day when all are fed at your table of
grace, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
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SHARING THE MEAL
“He Came Down” ELW Hymn #253
“Christ, Be Our Light” ELW Hymn #715

We Are Sent into the World

BLESSING FOR STRENGTH
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
comfort, strengthen, and keep you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray together...God our host, at this table you have fed us
with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the feast,
welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of
Jesus. Amen.

BLESSING

May God who comes among us, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good
news to share today and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Hymn #439, Verse 1
“Soon and Very Soon”

DISMISSAL

The worship has ended. Now the service begins. Go in peace.
Christis coming soon. Thanks be to God!
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Prayer of the Day

. Today’s Readings

Third Sunday of Advent
December 14, 2025

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your
coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever. Amen.

First Reading

Isaiah 35:1-10

The wilderness and the dry land shall
be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus %t shall blossom
abundantly
and rejoice with joy and shouting.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given
to 1t,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lorb,
the majesty of our God.

3Strengthen the weak hands
and make firm the feeble knees.
“Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”

*Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened,
and the ears of the deaf shall be
opened;
Sthen the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless

For waters shall break forth in the
wilderness
and streams in the desert;
"the burning sand shall become a pool
and the thirsty ground springs of
water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a
swamp;
the grass shall become reeds and
rushes.

8A highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it,
but it shall be for God’s people;
no traveler, not even fools, shall go
astray.
9No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come
up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
®And the ransomed of the Lorp shall
return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,

sing for joy. and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
Psalm Psalm 146:5-10; tone 1
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Psalm, continued

Happy are they who have

the God of Jacob ! for their help,
whose hope is in the ! LorD
their God;

fwho made heaven and earth, the seas,

and all that ! is in them;
who keeps promis- ! es forever;

"who gives justice to those

who are oppressed,

and food to ! those who hunger.
The Lorb sets the ! captive free.

8The LoRD opens the eyes of the blind;
the Lorb lifts up those
who ! are bowed down;

the LoRrD ! loves the righteous.
“The Lorbp cares ! for the stranger;

the LORD sustains

the orphan and widow,

but frustrates the way ! of the wicked.
“The LorbD shall ! reign forever,

your God, O Zion, throughout

all generations. | Hallelujah!

or Luke 1:46b-55 [not printed]

Second Reading

James 5:7-10

Be patient, therefore, brothers and sis-
ters, until the coming of the Lord. The
farmer waits for the precious crop from
the earth, being patient with it until
it receives the early and the late rains.
8You also must be patient. Strengthen
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord

Gospel

is near. Brothers and sisters, do not
grumble against one another, so that
you may not be judged. See, the Judge is
standing at the doors! "As an example
of suffering and patience, brothers and
sisters, take the prophets who spoke in
the name of the Lord.

Matthew 11:2-11

When John heard in prison what the
Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples *and said to him, “Are you the
one who is to come, or are we to wait for
another?” *Jesus answered them, “Go
and tell John what you hear and see: °the
blind receive their sight, the lame walk,
those with a skin disease are cleansed,
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and
the poor have good news brought to
them. °And blessed is anyone who takes
no offense at me.”

"As they went away, Jesus began to
speak to the crowds about John: “What
did you go out into the wilderness to
look at? A reed shaken by the wind?

SWhat, then, did you go out to see?
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look,
those who wear soft robes are in royal
palaces. “What, then, did you go out to
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more
than a prophet. *This is the one about
whom it is written,
‘See, I am sending my messenger
ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before
ou.’

“Truly I tell you, among those born of
women no one has arisen greater than
John the Baptist, yet the least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”
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