
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
Second Sunday Healing Service 

December 8, 2024 
 

 
 

Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While 
John the baptizer’s voice in the wilderness may be the principal focus 

of the day, Malachi’s prophecy could as easily herald the coming 
Christ as forerunner of the Lord of hosts. Finally all the baptized are 

called to participate in the sharing of the gospel. In so doing we 
prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and assist all people in 

capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.” 
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Welcome to Zion! 
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and 
every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall 
be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh 
shall see the salvation of God.’” (Luke 3:4-6, quoting Isaiah 40:3-5) 

 

Welcome – whether this is your home congregation or your first visit, 
we’re glad you’re here!  
 

We welcome all people in the name of Christ to experience God’s 
goodness and grace in Word, water, and meal. Wherever you are on 
your spiritual journey, there is a place for you to belong at Zion. 
 

Get Connected at Zion 
The best ways to stay connected are to visit our website, follow us on 
social media (@zionchurchdfb on Facebook and Instagram), and 
subscribe to our weekly newsletter. 
 

Children in Worship 
Children are God’s gift to our church! They are not the future of our 
church; they are the right now. The way we welcome children here 
directly affects the way they respond to the Church, to God, and to 
one another. 
 

We welcome children and their families to sit near the Prayground at 
the front of the sanctuary. There are coloring activities, puzzles, 
books, and a toolbox to engage in our worship together. 
 

Giving 
We appreciate your stewardship of treasure, talent, and 
time at Zion. You may leave your offerings in the offering 
plates or give online via our website or this QR code. 
 

Livestreaming 
Zion livestreams all our services on Facebook and YouTube. Any 
person present gives consent to being filmed or photographed. 
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We Gather 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, alive in the world, reviving 
creation, arriving soon. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

God of mercy, we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly 
powers and human authority alone. We grow fearful. We cling 
to false comforts. 
 

God of might, we confess that we have sinned. We have turned 
away from our neighbors. We have trusted false promises. 
 

God in our midst, we confess that we have sinned. We plead: 
come to us. Bring your mercy to birth in us. 
 

A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in 
whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. By the power of the 
Holy Spirit, receive the grace and forgiveness of God through ☩  
Christ Jesus, whose day draws near. Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN ELW Hymn #250 
“Blessed Be the God of Israel” 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  

 

KYRIE ELW Hymn #157 
The assembly joins with the refrain and the Cantor sings the verses.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together…Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare 
the way of your only Son. By his coming give to all the people of 
the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. John the 
Baptist calls all people to prepare the Lord’s way for the kingdom 
of heaven is near. Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. 
Baptize us with the fire of your Spirit, that we may be a light shining 
in the darkness welcoming others as Christ has welcomed us, for 
he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 
 

We Hear & Respond to God’s Word 
 

FIRST READING Malachi 3:1-4 
“But Who May Abide?” from Messiah 
Cantor Kurt R. Schmidt, soloist 
 

SECOND READING Philippians 1:3-11 
 …The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

GOSPEL Luke 3:1-6 
 Before the reading: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
                                          Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

 After the reading:     The Gospel of the Lord.  
                                                 Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

GOD’S MESSAGE FOR ALL 
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW Hymn #264 
“Prepare the Royal Highway” 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & SHARING OF PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always! And also with you. 

 

OFFERING, PRAYER, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

We Feast at the Lord’s Table 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
      It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your 
people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will 
also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the 
world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are 
you for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and 
in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are 
you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son 
Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is 
risen. Christ will come again. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among 
us, full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death 
and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord 
Jesus. 
  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this 
meal. May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us 
with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God 
incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER   
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 
 

SHARING THE MEAL 
God feeds us with tender mercy. Welcome to the Lord’s table. 
 

Today, worshippers will be invited to receive the laying on of hands and anointing for 
healing. Those who are worshipping online are invited to make the sign of the cross 

on their own foreheads, or that of a family member, and say the following words:   
 

Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, send your Holy Spirit upon your servant; drive 
away all sickness of body and spirit; make whole that which is broken; deliver 

me/her/him/them from the power of evil; and preserve me/her/him/them in true 
faith, to share in the power of Christ’s resurrection and to serve you with all the 

saints now and evermore. Amen. 
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We Are Sent into the World 
 

BLESSING FOR STRENGTH 
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
comfort, strengthen, and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray together…Generous God, we thank you for the gift of 
life, for the bread of salvation. We thank you for coming among 
us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for showering us 
with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, 
and go with us as we feed the hungry in your name. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, 
God, our hope for the journey, ☩ bless and keep you now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN ELW Hymn #439, Verse 1 
“Soon and Very Soon” 
 

DISMISSAL 
The worship has ended. Now the service begins. Go in peace. 
Prepare the way of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
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