] Welcome to Worship at Zion!
First SundCly Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always
of Advent lived in great expectation, but that expectation finds specific,
November 28. 2021 repeated gnunciaﬁop in the Tex.fs appointed for These.four weeks.
11:00 g m The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for
) T David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus
% with all the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to
‘45' stand before the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly await the
coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming,
and the advent of Christ in word and supper.

We Gather

WELCOME

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS WITH GATHERING HYMN

We dream God'’s dream of a world at peace where enemies are reconciled, and
children play in safety; where the poor and powerless find justice.

We remember God'’s promise of a Ruler of Peace, filled with the Spirit of God, of wisdom
and understanding, of counsel and might, of justice and faithfulness.

Come Lord Jesus!
Open our lives to the peace you bring; let us turn to you, and get ready!

(sung) Come by here, my Lord, come by here; (3x)
O Lord, come by here.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the fruth is not in us. But if we confess
our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

(sung) Someone needs you, Lord, come by here; (3x)
O Lord, come by here.

God of all fime, we confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us.
We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of justice and peace. In your mercy
forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to seek the things that will endure
until Christ comes again in glory. Amen.
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(sung) Someone’s singing, Lord, come by here; (3x)
O Lord, come by here.

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. In + Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven and
all things are made new. Rejoice in this good news! Amen.

KYRIE
The phrase “Kyrie eleison” is Greek for “Lord, have mercy.” The Cantor will sing the verses.
This Refrain follows the verses three times before the final Amen.

y 4 A N N — T j\_ i

S—r ‘ ——
Lord, have mer - cy. Christ, have mer-cy. Lord, have mer - cy.

) 2 !
(an i = = ! | |
3? }% o N » |

p— \*_/

A - men.

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray...Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and
come. By your merciful protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and
redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You call all nations to walk in your
light and to seek your ways of justice and peace, for the night is past, and the dawn of
your coming is near. Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath. Rouse us from sleep,
that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes and welcome him into our
hearts and homes, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

We Hear & Respond to God’s Word

FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 33:14-16
In the Old Testament, “righteocusness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship.
God acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s
reading, Jerusalem’s future name—"The Lord is our righteocusness"—proclaims that God is
even now working salvation for Israel.

14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will fulfill the promise | made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 3In those days and at that time | will cause a
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in
the land. éIn those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is
the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

RESPONSIVE PSALM: PSALM 25:1-10
ITo you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
4Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.
SLead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | frusted all the day long.
‘Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.
’Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
8You are gracious and upright, O Lord; therefore you teach sinners in your way.
?You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.
10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.

SECOND READING: 1 THESSALONIANS 3:9-13
Upon Timothy's report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with
gratitude for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and
blessings for the people of this growing church.

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our
God because of you? 19Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face
to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. ""Now may our God and Father
himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 2And may the Lord make you increase
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and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. SAnd
may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God
and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
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GOSPEL: LUKE 21:25-36
God will fulfill God'’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfilment abound. On
that great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people
shall be given strength to stand boldly and receive God'’s promised redemption.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the twenty-first chapter. Glory to you, O Lord!

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 2¢People will
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. 2Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with
power and great glory. 2Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tfree and all the trees; 30as soon as they
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also,
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.
32Truly | tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place.
33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you
unexpectedly, 3like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole
earth. 3¢Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these
things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (Hymn #257, Verses 1-4, 7-8)
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5 O come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav’nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery. Refrain

O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;

O Sun of justice, now draw near.

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

and death’s dark shadow put to flight. Refrain

APOSTLES’ CREED

Together with all Christians of every time,
the words of the Apostles’ Creed:

O come, O King of nations, come,

O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new. Refrain

O come, O come, Emmanuel,

and ransom captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear. Refrain

place, and space, let us confess our faith, using

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
After each petition: ...Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always! And also with you.

OFFERING & PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
How is God blessing you and calling you to bless others¢ We invite your support of ongoing
and growing ministries at Zion.

We Feast at the Lord’s Table

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You
comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also
make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of
creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise
to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for
Mary's openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks
to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully
to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your
servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the
body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving
the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our
inheritance with all your sainfts.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church,
now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

We Are Sent into the World

PRAYER
Let us pray...God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when
the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to
proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN
“Soon and Very Soon” (Hymn #439, Verse 1)

Soon and very soon, we are goin’ to see the king. (3x)
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we're goin’ to see the king!

DISMISSAL

The worship has ended. Let the service begin. Go in peace. Christ is coming soon!
Thanks be to God.
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