
  
Zion is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) community, and extends God's radical welcome 

to all people, because we're all created in God's image. 

Welcome to Worship at Zion! 
Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in 
the land” finds ironic fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, 

the King of the Jews. It appears utterly contradictory that a king 
should be crucified with a criminal. This victory appears for all the 
world as humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate of death Jesus 

opens the door to paradise. 
 
 
 

We Gather 
 
WELCOME 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (taken from Psalm 95:1-2) 

O come, let us sing to the Lord;  
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;  
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

 
GATHERING HYMN 
“Crown Him with Many Crowns” (Hymn #855, Verses 1, 2, and 3) 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray together…O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is 
unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. 
Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
We Hear & Respond to God’s Word 

 
FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 23:1-6 

Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as 
shepherd. Judah’s unjust rulers have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. 

Nevertheless, God will raise up a new and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah. 
 

 1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 
the Lord. 2Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who 
shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, 
and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says 
the Lord. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have 
driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I 
will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, 
or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 
 5The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this 
is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 

 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
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SECOND READING: COLOSSIANS 1:11-20 
An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the 

one who was present at creation and is eternally reigning with God. 
 

 11May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and 
may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to the 
Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He has 
rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved 
Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all things in 
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17He himself is 
before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; 
he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 
everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God 
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making 
peace through the blood of his cross. 

 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The gospel acclamation will be sung once. The alto line is the melody. 

 
(Repeat) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Repeat) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GOSPEL: LUKE 23:33-43 

Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, Jesus 
reveals that to be Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses his power to 

welcome a despised sinner to paradise but puts his own death into God’s hands. 
 

The Pastor announces the Gospel. The assembly responds: Glory to you, O Lord! 
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 33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34⟦Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for 
they do not know what they are doing.”⟧ And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35And the 
people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him 
save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, 
coming up and offering him sour wine, 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save 
yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
 39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not 
the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear 
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed have 
been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has 
done nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” 43He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
 
The Pastor concludes the reading. The assembly responds: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
“Crown Him with Many Crowns” (Hymn #855, Verses 4 and 5; see pages 1 and 2) 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 Life-giving God, we pray for your Church throughout the world; that we all may be one. 
 Grant that every believer may truly and humbly serve you; that your Name may be glorified. 
 We pray for all leaders in your Church; that they may be faithful in their service. 
 We pray for all who govern the nations; that there may be justice and peace on earth. 
 Give us grace to do your will; that all we say and do may find favor in your sight. 
 Have compassion on those who suffer; that they may be delivered from their distress. 

We pray especially for those on our Prayer List, those known to us, and those known only to 
you.  We lift up those we name now, aloud or in the silence of our hearts… 

 Give to the departed eternal rest. Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 For your saints who have entered into joy; may we come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 Let us pray for our own needs and those of others… 

 
The Pastor concludes the Prayers: Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we 
ask: Help us to ask only what aligns with your will; and those good things which we dare 
not, grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION & PEACE 

As we prepare our hearts to receive Christ in a meal of thanksgiving, let us first confess our 
sins, receive God’s forgiveness, and make peace with our neighbor.  
 
Gracious God, we acknowledge that we are sinners and we confess our sins—those known to 
us that burden our hearts, and those unknown to us but seen by you. We know that before 
you nothing remains hidden, and in you everything is revealed. Free us from the slavery of sin; 
liberate us from the bondage of guilt; work in us that which is pleasing in your sight; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our ☩ Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always! And also with you. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & OFFERING 
 

We Feast at the Lord’s Table 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth.  You rescued your covenant people, 
led them on all their journeys, and taught them by the prophets.  You so loved the world that 
you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 
eternal life. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
  
As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
  
Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal, and make us one in this community of faith and with your 
people throughout the world.  Glory and praise to you, O God, Author of life, Word made 
flesh, Power of the Most High, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 
We Are Sent into the World 

 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The Pastor offers a table blessing. The assembly responds: Amen. 
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PRAYER 
Let us pray together…God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors 
with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you ☩ peace. Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN 
“Soon and Very Soon” (Hymn #439) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 

The worship has ended.  Let the service begin. 
 Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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