First Sunday in Lent
February 21, 2021
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
Deerfield Beach, Florida

On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the death and
resurrection of Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants God
makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses through which to view baptism. First
Peter connects the way God saved Noah's family in the flood with the way God saves us
through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with us individually, but the new
life we are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole world.

We Gather
CALL TO WORSHIP
“Bless the Lord, My Soul”
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Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s ho -ly name.
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WELCOME&CONFESSION

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us, but if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God, sometimes we stride through this life arrogantly, believing that our
achievements come solely by our own brilliance, our own perseverance. Forgive us, Lord.

Sometimes we tfiptoe through this life fearfully, worried that we will be shortchanged of what
we need and of what we want. Forgive us, Lord.



Sometimes we meander throu

or our actions may injure. Forgi

Sometimes we slip through this

gh this life inattentively, unsuspecting that our words may harm
ive us, Lord.

life spitefully, supposing that grudges should be kept and

forgiveness should be withheld. Forgive us, Lord.

Sometimes we wander throug
surround us. Forgive us, Lord.

Sometimes we stomp through
us in the silence. Forgive us for

In the mercy of almighty God,

h this life obliviously, unaware that small and large miracles

this life noisily, forgetting that God just may be waiting to meet
treading so gracelessly on this journey.

Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake God

forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. Amen

GATHERING SONG
“A Mighty Fortress is Our God” (Hymn #504, Verses 1 and 4)
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he arms him - self to fight. On earth he has no e - qual
God’s on - ly Son, a- dored. He holds the field vic -to - rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - tle word sub - dues him.

they can - not win the day.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The king-dom’s ours for - ev -

er!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE

The phrase “Kyrie eleison” is Greek for “Lord, have mercy.” The Cantor will sing the verses. This
Refrain follows the verses three times before the final Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray...Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and
in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of
baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever. Amen.

We Hear & Respond to God’s Word

FIRST READING: GENESIS 9:8-17

8God said fo Noah and to his sons with him, ?"*As for me, | am establishing my covenant
with you and your descendants after you, '°%and with every living creature that is with you, the
birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of
the ark. "l establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the
waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 2God said,
“This is the sign of the covenant that | make between me and you and every living creature
that is with you, for all future generations: 13l have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a
sign of the covenant between me and the earth. “When | bring clouds over the earth and
the bow is seen in the clouds, '3 will remember my covenant that is between me and you
and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to
destroy all flesh. ¥When the bow is in the clouds, | will see it and remember the everlasting
covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” VGod said
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to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that | have established between me and all flesh
that is on the earth.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

RESPONSIVE PSALM: PSALM 25:1-10

ITo you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. ’Remember not the sins of my youth

My God, | put my trust in you; let me not and my transgressions; remember me
be put to shame, nor let my enemies according to your steadfast love and
friumph over me. for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.

3Let none who look to you be put to 8You are gracious and upright, O Lord;
shame; rather let those be put to therefore you teach sinners in your
shame who are tfreacherous. way.

“Show me your ways, O Lord, and ?You lead the lowly in justice and teach
teach me your paths. the lowly your way.

’Lead me in your truth and teach me, for 10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love
you are the God of my salvation; in and faithfulness to those who keep
you have | frusted all the day long. your covenant and your testimonies.

‘Remember, O Lord, your compassion
and love, for they are from everlasting.

SECOND READING: 1 PETER 3:18-24

18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring
you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 1?in which also he
went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 2°who in former times did not obey,
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a
few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 2'And baptism, which this prefigured,
now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone info heaven and is at
the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Cantor Assembly All
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GOSPEL: MARK 1:9-15
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the first chapter...Glory to you, O Lord!

’In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 19And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. ""And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son,
the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”?2And the Spirit immediately drove him out info the
wilderness. 3He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild
beasts; and the angels waited on him.“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee,
proclaiming the good news of God, '>and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Jesus Messiah”
The assembly is invited to join on the Refrain.
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CREED

Together with Christians of every time, place, and space, let us confess our faith using the
words of the Apostles Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born




of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

After each petition: ...Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always! And also with you.

OFFERING

This is the time in our worship to give thanks to God for your blessings. How is God blessing you
and calling you to bless otherse¢ We invite your support of ongoing and growing ministries at Zion.

We Feast on the Body & Blood of Christ

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts! We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty
of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to
accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death
until he comes. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his glorious
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O
Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our
praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and
these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood



of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now
and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our frespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

PRAYER
Let us pray...Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in
our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace;
and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Are Sent Forth to Love & Serve

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and +* give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG
“I Want Jesus to Walk with Me" (Hymn #325)
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I want Je - sus to  walk with me;
in my tri - als, Lord, walk with me;

when I'm in trou - ble, Lord, walk with me;
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Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
DISMISSAL

The worship has ended; now the service begins. Go in peace. Share the good news!
Thanks be to God!
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