
 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Celebrating the 10th Anniversary of Ministry 

at Zion for Cantor Kurt R. Schmidt 

November 19, 2023 
 

 
 

“For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have 

an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they 

have will be taken away.” 

Matthew 25:29 
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Welcome to Zion! 
 

O come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a 

joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! Let us 

come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us 

make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

(Psalm 95:1-2) 
 

Welcome – whether this is your home 

congregation or your first visit, we’re glad you’re here!  
 

We welcome all people in the name of Christ to experience God’s 

goodness and grace in Word, water, and meal. Wherever you are 

on your spiritual journey, there is a place for you to belong at Zion. 
 

Get Connected at Zion 
 

The best ways to stay connected are to visit our website, follow us 

on social media (@zionchurchdfb on Facebook, Instagram, and 

Twitter), and subscribe to our weekly newsletter. 
 

Children in Worship 
 

Children are God's gift to our church! They are not the future of our 

church; they are the right now. The way we welcome children here 

directly affects the way they respond to the Church, to God, and 

to one another. 
 

Giving 
 

We appreciate your stewardship of treasure, talent, and 

time at Zion. You may leave your offerings in the offering 

plates or give online via our website or this QR code. 
 

Livestreaming 
 

Zion livestreams all our services on Facebook and YouTube. Any 

person present gives consent to being filmed or photographed. 
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Today’s Worship 
Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah 

proclaims that the coming day of the Lord will be filled with wrath and 

distress. Paul says it will come like a thief in the night and urges us to be 

awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to 

use our gifts, while we still have time, for the greater and common 

good. In a world filled with violence and despair, we gather around 

signs of hope—word, water, bread, and wine—eager to welcome the 

good news of Christ’s coming among us. 
 

We Gather 
 

PRELUDE  
“Great is Thy Faithfulness” 
 

GATHERING HYMN Hymn #726 
“Light Dawns on a Weary World” 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  
 

KYRIE 
“Kyrie eleison” is Greek for “Lord, have mercy.” 

The Cantor will sing the verses. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together: Righteous God, our merciful master, you 

own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that we 

have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and 

prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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We Hear & Respond to God’s Word 
The readings are found on the “Today’s Readings” insert. 

The page numbers refer to the red Bible in the pew rack. 

 

FIRST READING Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 (p. 665) 
 …The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

 

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 90:1-8, 12 
Using the psalm tone printed on the insert, the Cantor and the 

assembly will chant the Psalm responsively. 

 

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 (p. 837) 
 …The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL Matthew 25:14-30 (p. 702) 
 Before the reading: 

      The Holy Gospel according to Matthew… 

      Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

 After the reading: 

      These are the words of our Lord. They are true and can  

      be trusted. Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

GOD’S MESSAGE FOR ALL 
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HYMN OF THE DAY Hymn #815 
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
Together with all Christians of every time, place, and space, let 

us confess our faith, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed:  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 

of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

SHARING OF PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always! And also with you. 

 

OFFERING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

We Feast at the Lord’s Table 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

      It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn:  
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  Music by Cantor Peter J. Rizzo 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  
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SHARING THE MEAL  
 

Christ’s table is open to all! We offer grape juice for those who 

desire. If, for reasons of conscience or health, you are unable to 

receive either the bread or the wine, please know that the 

Church affirms the full presence of Christ in each element. 
 

“Christ, Be Our Light” Hymn #715 
 

BLESSING FOR STRENGTH 
 The assembly responds: Amen. 

 

We Are Sent into the World 
 

SONG & PRAYER FOR SENDING Hymn #525 
“You Are Holy”  

 

Let us pray together…We give you thanks, almighty and 

gracious God, that you have fed us with heavenly food, the 

body and blood of your Son, uniting us through him in the 

communion of the Holy Spirit. We thank you for raising up 

among us faithful servants in the church of Christ, especially for 

Kurt, and we pray that he may continue to exemplify the gospel 

in word, deed, and song. Grant that we, with Kurt, may joyfully 

serve you all our days and finally rejoice in your glory; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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BLESSING & SENDING HYMN 
The Cantor will offer a musical blessing and sing the verses. 

 

 Amen, amen, amen. Amen, v’im’ru amen. 

 v’im’ru = “and we say” 

 

DISMISSAL 
The worship has ended. Now the service begins. Go in peace. 

Christ is sending you. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

License & Copyright Information 

Portions of the liturgy are from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS014917.  

Hymns and songs reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-731250 and CCLI License 
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