Tenth Sunday Welcome to Worship at Zion!
after Pentecost The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human
history. He invites our undivided attention and devotion. Today in
August 14, 2022 worship we are surrounded by a great “cloud of witnesses.” In the
11:00 a.m. word and in holy communion we are invited yet again to look to
Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”

We Gather

WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Merciful God, we confess
that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way. Instead of putting others
before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table. When met by those in need, we
have too often passed by on the other side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us from
ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. Amen.

Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in granting
pardon and mercy. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love
as God loves. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
“Gather Us In” (Hymn #532, Verses 1 and 2)
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way;  see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - try,

bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for -ev - er, gath-er us in  and
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blind and the lame; call to wus now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire .. of love in our flesh and our bone.

APOSTOLIC GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

Let us pray together...O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you
call us to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of
bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Hear & Respond to God’s Word

FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 23:23-29
Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God'’s judgment, he suffers rejection.
Today's reading distinguishes between the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who speaks God'’s
word, and the false prophet who misleads the people through dreams. One is like wheat; the
other like worthless straw.

2ZAm | a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far offe 22Who can hide in secret
places so that | cannot see them? says the Lord. Do | not fill heaven and earth? says the
Lord. 25| have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I
have dreamed, | have dreamed!” 2¢How long?¢ Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn
back—those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own hearte 2They plan
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to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their
ancestors forgot my name for Baal. 28Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let
the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat?2
says the Lord. 2°Is not my word like fire, says the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in
pieces?

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

SECOND READING: HEBREWS 11:29—12:2

The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long list of biblical heroes, we
find examples of frust in God that enabled them to face the frials of life faithfully. In addition
fo this “cloud of witnesses,” we have Jesus, the perfect model of faithful endurance.

29By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the
Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they
had been encircled for seven days. 3By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those
who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.

32And what more should | say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson,
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—33who through faith conquered
kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34quenched
raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in
war, put foreign armies to flight. 3¥Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were
tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. 3¢Others suffered
mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 3’They were stoned to death,
they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and
goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented—38of whom the world was not worthy. They
wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 37Yet all these,
though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, “40since
God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect.

121Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of withesses, let us also lay
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the
race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the
sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has
taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: LUKE 12:49-56
Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of obedience to
God'’s call. The way of the cross often leads followers to encounter hostility and rejection,
even from those they love.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the twelfth chapter. Glory to you, O Lord!

[Jesus said:] 49l came to bring fire to the earth, and how | wish it were already kindled! 0|
have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress | am under until it is completed!
s1Do you think that | have come to bring peace to the earthe No, | tell you, but rather
division! 52From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two
against three; 53they will be divided: father against son and son against father, mother
against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” >4He also said to the crowds, “When you see a
cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. >>And
when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it
happens. ¢You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but
why do you not know how to interpret the present time?2”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Gather Us In” (Hymn #532, Verses 3 and 4; see pages 1 and 2)

INSTALLATION OF EVERGREEN ACADEMY ADMINISTRATORS & TEACHERS

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

After each petition:  ...Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always! And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & OFFERING
How is God blessing you and calling you to bless others¢ We invite your support of ongoing and
growing ministries at Zion.

We Feast at the Lord’s Table

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered intfo one by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kihngdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



DISTRIBUTION

We Are Sent into the World

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

PRAYER
Let us pray together.. lLife-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and
fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all
may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you *+ peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN

“Draw the Circle Wide" (Verse 3 and Refrain)

Refrain: Draw the circle wide! Draw it wider still...
Let this be our song: no one stands alone.
Standing side by side, draw the circle wide!

Let the dreams we dream be Iarger than we've ever dreamed before;
Let the dream of Christ be in us, open every door! Refrain

DISMISSAL
The worship has ended. Let the service begin.
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.
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