
 

Welcome to Worship at Zion! 
Affirmation of Baptism & Welcome to New Members 

Farewell & Godspeed to Pastor Potter 
Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us 

uncomfortable with a story we find comforting. Jesus’ saying on 
divorce is another of his rejections of human legislation in favor of 
the original intent of God’s law. Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples who 

are fending off the children should challenge us as well. What 
does it mean to receive the kingdom of God as a child does? 

 
We Gather 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
“Majestic” 
 

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth. 
O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth. 
The heavens declare your greatness, the oceans cry out to you, 
the mountains—they bow down before you. 
So I'll (we’ll) join with the earth and I'll (we’ll) give my (our) praise to you! 

 
WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and 
whose love is endless.  Amen. 
 
If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  Let us confess 
our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our sin and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Most merciful God, have mercy on us.  We confess to you that we have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone.  We have not trusted you with our whole heart; we have not loved one another in 
deed and in truth.  In your compassion forgive our sin and so uphold us by your Spirit that 
we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ our light and our truth.  
Amen. 
 
With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in love, forgives 
you all your sin and grants you newness of life in Jesus Christ.  Thanks be to God! 
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GATHERING HYMN 
“What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” (Hymn #774, Verses 1 and 2) 

 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. And also with you. 

 
KYRIE 
The Cantor will sing the verses. 
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SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray…Sovereign God, you have created 
us to live in loving community with one another. Form us for life that is faithful and 
steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we may reflect the image of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
We Hear & Respond to God’s Word 

 
FIRST READING: GENESIS 2:18-24 

Genesis 2 stresses that people are not meant to live in isolation but in relationship. Out of 
love for humanity, God creates them male and female, to provide companionship for 
each other and to become with each other “one flesh.” The Hebrew words used here 

are ish (man) and ishshah (woman). 
 

 18The Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a 
helper as his partner.” 19So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the 
field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call 
them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20The man 
gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but 
for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. 21So the Lord God caused a 
deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up 
its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into 
a woman and brought her to the man. 23Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my 
bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was 
taken.” 24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they 
become one flesh. 

 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM: PSALM 8 
 1O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 
  2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and children; 
   you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger. 
  3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
   the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
  4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 
   human beings that you should care for them? 
  5Yet you have made them little less than divine; with glory and honor you crown them. 
  6You have made them rule over the works of your hands;  
  you have put all things under their feet: 
  7all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field, 
  8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 
  9O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
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SECOND READING: HEBREWS 1:1-4, 2:5-12 
Quoting from the psalms, this passage from Hebrews emphasizes that Jesus, the one 
through whom God created everything and who sits at God’s right hand, is also the 

one who experienced human suffering and death in order to blaze the path of 
salvation for us. 

 
  1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets,  

2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, 
through whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the 
exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When 
he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,  
4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 
excellent than theirs. 
 2:5Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to 
angels. 6But someone has testified somewhere, “What are human beings that you are 
mindful of them, or mortals, that you care for them? 7You have made them for a little 
while lower than the angels; you have crowned them with glory and honor, 8subjecting all 
things under their feet.” Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their 
control. As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to them,9but we do see Jesus, 
who for a little while was made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor 
because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for 
everyone. 10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing 
many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings. 11For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. 
For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12saying, “I will 
proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will 
praise you.” 

 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: MARK 10:2-16 
Jesus announced and enacted in history the new reality of God’s surprising activity. These 
two stories demonstrate this new reality: Women and children are accepted and valued, 

not dismissed as inferior to adult men. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the tenth chapter. Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
 2Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce 
his wife?” 3He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4They said, “Moses 
allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” 5But Jesus said to 
them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6But from 
the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7‘For this reason a man 
shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the two shall become 
one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9Therefore what God has joined 
together, let no one separate.” 
 10Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11He said to them, 
“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12and if she 
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 
 13People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the 
disciples spoke sternly to them. 14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to 
them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that 
the kingdom of God belongs. 15Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child will never enter it.” 16And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands 
on them, and blessed them. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
“If You But Trust in God to Guide You” (Hymn #769, Verses 1 and 4) 

 
 



6 

 
 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

Dr. Robin Larson: I present AnneMarie, Pat, Nick, Norman, Shelly, Melissa, Steve, Emily, 
Jake, Leo, Liam, and Shayne, who desire to make public affirmation 
of their baptism.  

 
Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, whom you have 
made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, 
enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of 
faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all 
whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
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You have made public affirmation of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 
covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 
 to live among God’s faithful people, 
 to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,  
 to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
 to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
 and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
Each person responds: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray for them in 
their life in Christ? We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
Laying on of Hands for Confirmands 
 Shayne, Liam, Leo, Jake, and Emily, you are invited to kneel. 
 
 Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you  
 give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 
  
 Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in _______ the gift of your Holy Spirit, confirm  
 her/his faith, guide her/his life, empower her/him in her/his serving, give her/him  
 patience in suffering, and bring her/him to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 After each petition: …Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray…Merciful God, everything in heaven and on earth belongs to you.  We joyfully 
release what you have entrusted to us.  May these gifts be signs of our whole lives 
returned to you, dedicated to the healing and unity of all creation, through Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

 
OFFERING & PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
How is God blessing you and calling you to bless others?  We invite your support of ongoing 
and growing ministries at Zion. 

 
We Feast at the Lord’s Table 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and praise 
to you, O God through Jesus Christ, who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 
by his glorious resurrection has opened the way to everlasting life; and so, with the church 
on earth, all creation, and the host of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 

 

 
 
You are indeed holy, gracious and merciful God; everything is filled with your glory.  We 
give you thanks for your promise and presence which have sustained the faithful in this 
and every generation.  Above all, we give you thanks for Jesus, born of Mary, who in 
word and deed announced your gentle rule of justice, reconciliation, and peace. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering his command to love one another, his life and death, his resurrection and 
ascension, we pray for his coming again, even as we cry: Amen!  Come, Lord Jesus! 
 
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit that all your promises may come to us and your whole 
creation.  Amen!  Come, Holy Spirit! 
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This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and our friend, through Christ, with Christ, in 
Christ, in the unity of the Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Make us bold, O merciful God, to address you as our Abba as we pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

We Are Sent into the World 
 
PRAYER 

Let us pray…Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our 
faith into a feast of salvation.  Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing 
witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
FAREWELL & GODSPEED TO PASTOR DAVID POTTER 
 Dr. Robin Larson: David, in November of 2019, we of Zion Evangelical Lutheran 

Church called you to be pastor in this place: to proclaim God’s 
word, to baptize and teach, to announce God’s forgiveness, and 
to preside at the Lord’s table. With the gospel you have comforted 
us in times of sickness and trouble, and at the death of our loved 
ones. Sharing our joys and sorry, you have been important to our life 
together in the church of Jesus Christ, in our service in this 
community, and in God’s mission to the whole world. As you leave 
this community of faith, we say farewell, and we pray for God’s 
blessing. 

 
 Pastor El-Yateem:  People of God, members of Zion, do you release Pastor David 

Potter from service as your pastor? 
     We do, and we give thanks to God for our ministry together. 
     David, do you recognize and accept the completion of your  
     ministry with Zion? 
     I do, and I give thanks to God for our ministry together. 
 

Let us pray. Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ you gave 
the holy apostles many gifts and commanded them to feed your 
flock. You equip your people with abilities that differ according to 
the grace given to them, and you call them to various avenues of 
service. We give you thanks for the ministry of David among the 
people of God in this place. 
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You watch over our going out and our coming in: bless this time of 
ending and beginning. You surround your people in every time and 
place: keep us close in your love. You accompany your people in 
times of joy and times of trail: prosper all that has been done to your 
glory in this time together; heal and forgive all that has fallen short 
of your will for us. Help David and all of us to live with courage and 
gladness in the future you give to us.  

 
As he has been a blessing to us, so now send him forth to be a 
blessing to others; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Your sisters and brother in the Florida-Bahamas Synod and the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America give thanks to God for the 
ministry you have shared. We promise you our continued support 
and prayer. Rejoicing in the blessings of God in this congregation 
and in the ministry of David Potter, with hope in God’s abundant 
grace in years to come, I announce that David Potter’s service as 
pastor in this congregation is now concluded. 

 
BLESSING 

People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world: The Lord bless 
you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. The Lord look 
upon you with favor and give you ☩ peace. Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN 
“The Lord Now Sends Us Forth” (Hymn #538, without repeats) 
 
 The Lord now sends us forth with hands to serve and give, 
 to make of all the earth a better place to live. 
 The angels are not sent into our world of pain  
 to do what we were meant to do in Jesus’ name; 
 that falls to you and me, and all who are made free. 
 Help us, O Lord, we pray, to do your will today. 
 
DISMISSAL 

The worship has ended.  Let the service begin.  Go in peace.  Christ dwells in you! 
 Thanks be to God. 
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