
Welcome to Worship at Zion! 
A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this 

observation in light of charges that he is possessed. He is 
possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We who have 

received the Holy Spirit through baptism have been joined to 
Christ’s death and resurrection and knit together in the body of 

Christ. Those with whom we sing and pray this day are Jesus’ 
family. With them we go forth in peace to do the will of God. 

 
 

We Gather 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
“Come, Let Us Worship” (Psalm 95, a setting by Fernando Ortega) 
 
WELCOME 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us 
birth, our light and our salvation. Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and 
placed us in a well-watered garden. In the desert, you promised pools of water for the 
parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the way, you sent 
the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you washed us from Jesus’ 
wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
  
We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all water 
everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy all who thirst, and give 
us the life only you can give. 
  
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living water, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN 
“Lead Me, Guide Me” 

 

 

 

 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. And also with you. 

 
Let us pray…All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into 
victory. Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength 
of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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We Hear & Respond to God’s Word 
 
FIRST READING: GENESIS 3:8-15 

Immediately after Adam and Eve eat the forbidden fruit, they hide from God. Neither 
takes responsibility for their sin, instead blaming each other, the snake, and even God. 
The curse on the snake was understood as a messianic prophecy by the early church, 

who associated Eve’s “offspring” with Christ. 
 

 8[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time 
of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
the Lord God among the trees of the garden.9But the Lord God called to the man, and 
said to him, “Where are you?” 10He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I 
was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you 
were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”  
12The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the 
tree, and I ate.” 13Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have 
done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 14The Lord God said to the 
serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all 
wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 
15I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he 
will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM: PSALM 130  
 1Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; 
  2O Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
  3If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
  4Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared. 
  5I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits; in your word is my hope. 
  6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, 
   more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
  7O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast love; 
   with the Lord there is plenteous redemption. 
  8For the Lord shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 
 
SECOND READING: 2 CORINTHIANS 4:13—5:1 

Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal home God has 
prepared for us. So we do not despair no matter what life might bring because we know 

that as God raised Jesus from the dead, God promises to bring us into eternal life. 
 
 13Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I 
believed, and so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that 
the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you 
into his presence. 15Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more 
and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.  
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 16So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner 
nature is being renewed day by day. 17For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us 
for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 18because we look not at what can be 
seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot 
be seen is eternal. 
 5:1For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from 
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
GOSPEL: MARK 3:20-35 

In response to charges that he is possessed, Jesus wonders aloud how anyone who is 
demon-possessed can cast out demons. Those who do the will of God are possessed by 

the Holy Spirit, siblings of Christ. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the third chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
 [Jesus went home;] 20and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the 
disciples] could not even eat. 21When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for 
people were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” 22And the scribes who came down 
from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out 
demons.” 23And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan 
cast out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And 
if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26And if Satan has 
risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. 27But no 
one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the 
strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered. 28“Truly I tell you, people will be 
forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; 29but whoever blasphemes 
against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”—30for 
they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 
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 31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and 
called him. 32A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and 
your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” 33And he replied, “Who are my 
mother and my brothers?” 34And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are 
my mother and my brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and 
mother.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
“They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”  

 
We are one in the Spirit. We are one in the Lord. 
We are one in the Spirit. We are one in the Lord. 
And we pray that all unity may one day be restored.  Chorus 
 

 Chorus And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, 
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

 
We will walk with each other. We will walk hand in hand. 
We will walk with each other. We will walk hand in hand. 
And together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land.  Chorus 
 
We will work with each other. We will work side by side. 
We will work with each other. We will work side by side. 
And we’ll guard human dignity and save human pride.  Chorus 
 
All praise to the Father from whom all things come, 
And all praise to Christ Jesus, God’s only Son, 
And all praise to the Spirit who makes us one.  Chorus 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

Together with all Christians of every time, place, and space, let us confess our faith, using 
the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 After each petition: …Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 
PEACE 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always! And also with you. 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray…Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and 
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all 
may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
We Feast at the Lord’s Table 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

  
  

Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth. You rescued your covenant 
people, led them on all their journeys, and taught them by the prophets. You so loved the 
world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but may have eternal life. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal, and make us one in this community of faith and with 
your people throughout the world. 
  
Glory and praise to you, O God, Author of life, Word made flesh, Power of the Most High, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
 

We Are Sent into the World 
 
PRAYER 

Let us pray…Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could 
ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with 
your own life. In your name we pray. Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you ☩ peace. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN 
“Draw the Circle Wide” (Verse 3 and Refrain) 
 
 Refrain:  Draw the circle wide!  Draw it wider still… 
   Let this be our song: no one stands alone, 
   standing side by side. draw the circle wide. 
 
 Let the dreams we dream be larger than we’ve ever dreamed before; 
 Let the dream of Christ be in us, open every door!  Refrain 
 
DISMISSAL 

The worship has ended.  Let the service begin. Go in peace. Christ is sending you! 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Portions of the liturgy are from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS014917. 

 
Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-731250. All rights reserved. 

 
“Come, Let Us Worship,” words and music by Fernando Ortega. 

© 2006 Cerdo Verde Music and Curb Songs (Both Admin. by Curb Music Publishing) 
Used by Permission. CCLI License #1376892. 

 
“They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love,” words and music by Peter Scholtes. 

© 1966 F.E.L. Publications. Assigned 1991 to The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
Used by Permission. CCLI License #1376892. 

 
Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, © 1989 by the Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of Churches in the USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 
 


