Welcome to Worship at Zion!
Mark’s gospel makes clear how great is the press of the crowd,
with its countless needs to be met, on Jesus and his disciples. Yet in
today’s gospel Jesus advises his disciples to get away and rest, to
take care of themselves. Sometimes we think that when others are
in great need we shouldn’t think of ourselves at all; but Jesus also
honors the caregivers’ need. We are sent from Christ’s table to
care for others and for ourselves.

We Gather
CALL TO WORSHIP
WELCOME
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us
birth, our light and our salvation. Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and
placed us in a well-watered garden. In the desert, you promised pools of water for the
parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the way, you sent
the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you washed us from Jesus’
wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all water
everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy all who thirst, and give
us the life only you can give.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living water, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
“Bind Us Together”
Chorus: Bind us together, Lord, bind us together with cords that cannot be broken.
Bind us together, Lord; bind us together, Lord; bind us together with love.
There is only one God. There is only one King.
There is only one body: that is why we can sing. Chorus
Made for the glory of God, purchased by His precious Son,
born with the right to be clean for Jesus the vict’ry has won. Chorus
You are the fam’ly of God, you are the promise divine,
you are God's chosen desire, you are the glorious new wine. Chorus

APOSTOLIC GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
Let us pray…O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully
feeding and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may
embody the justice and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Hear & Respond to God’s Word
FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 23:1-6

Jeremiah prophesied before the exile in 587 BCE. In this passage, he uses the metaphor of
a shepherd to describe the bad kings who have scattered the “flock” of Israel. God
promises to gather the flock and to raise up a new king from David’s line to save Israel
and Judah.
1Woe

to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says
the Lord. 2Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who
shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away,
and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says
the Lord. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I
have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and
multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not
fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 5The days are
surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall
reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6In
his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he
will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
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RESPONSIVE PSALM: PSALM 23
1The

Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.
Lord makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.
3You restore my soul, O Lord, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
2The

SECOND READING: EPHESIANS 2:11-22

The author of this letter reminds his audience that originally they were not part of God’s
chosen people. Through Jesus’ death, however, they are included in God’s household of
faith, whose cornerstone is Jesus Christ.
11Remember

that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by
those who are called “the circumcision”—a physical circumcision made in the flesh by
human hands—12remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from
the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope
and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have
been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made
both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between
us. 15He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might
create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 16and might
reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that
hostility through it. 17So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and
peace to those who were near; 18for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to
the Father. 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the
saints and also members of the household of God, 20built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21In him the whole
structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom you also
are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: MARK 6:30-34, 53-56
When Jesus sends his disciples out to teach and heal, they minister among large numbers
of people. Their work is motivated by Christ’s desire to be among those in need.
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the sixth chapter. Glory to you, O Lord!
30The

apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and
taught.
said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a
while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32And
they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. 33Now many saw them
going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and
arrived ahead of them. 34As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had
compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began
to teach them many things.
53When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the
boat. 54When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, 55and rushed
about that whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he
was. 56And wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the
marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and
all who touched it were healed.
31He

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY
“Taste and See”
The congregation is invited to join on the Refrain.

APOSTLES’ CREED

Together with all Christians of every time, place, and space, let us confess our faith, using
the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
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he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
After each petition:

…Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always! And also with you.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray…Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all
may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

OFFERING & PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
How is God blessing you and calling you to bless others? We invite your support of ongoing
and growing ministries at Zion.

We Feast at the Lord’s Table
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth. You rescued your covenant
people, led them on all their journeys, and taught them by the prophets. You so loved the
world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but may have eternal life.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal, and make us one in this community of faith and with
your people throughout the world.
Glory and praise to you, O God, Author of life, Word made flesh, Power of the Most High,
now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
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We Are Sent into the World
PRAYER

Let us pray…Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could
ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with
your own life. In your name we pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you ☩ peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN

“Draw the Circle Wide” (Verse 3 and Refrain)
Refrain: Draw the circle wide! Draw it wider still…
Let this be our song: no one stands alone,
standing side by side. draw the circle wide.
Let the dreams we dream be larger than we’ve ever dreamed before;
Let the dream of Christ be in us, open every door! Refrain

DISMISSAL
The worship has ended. Let the service begin. Go in peace. Christ is sending you!
Thanks be to God.

Portions of the liturgy are from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS014917.
Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-731250. All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, © 1989 by the Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of Churches in the USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

7

