
 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 17, 2023 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

“Peter came and said to [Jesus], ‘Lord, if another member of the 
church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as 
seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, 

seventy-seven times.’” 
Matthew 18:21-22 
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Welcome to Zion! 
 

O come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a 
joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! Let us 

come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us 
make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

(Psalm 95:1-2) 
 

Welcome – whether this is your home 
congregation or your first visit, we’re glad you’re here!  
 
We welcome all people in the name of Christ to experience God’s 
goodness and grace in Word, water, and meal. Wherever you are 
on your spiritual journey, there is a place for you to belong at Zion. 
 

Get Connected at Zion 
 
The best ways to stay connected are to visit our website, follow us 
on social media (@zionchurchdfb on Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter), and subscribe to our weekly newsletter. 
 

Children in Worship 
 
Children are God's gift to our church! They are not the future of our 
church; they are the right now. The way we welcome children here 
directly affects the way they respond to the Church, to God, and 
to one another. 
 

Giving 
 
We appreciate your stewardship of treasure, talent, and 
time at Zion. You may leave your offerings in the offering 
plates or give online via our website or this QR code. 
 

Livestreaming 
 
Zion livestreams all our services on Facebook and YouTube. Any 
person present gives consent to being filmed or photographed. 
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Today’s Worship 
In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, 
since we all stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against 

one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven 
times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of 

forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are 
renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world. 

 
We Gather 

 
GATHERING HYMN  
“Before the Waters Nourished Earth” 

 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  
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KYRIE 
The Cantor will sing the verses. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the 
inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of 
stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight 
in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

We Hear & Respond to God’s Word 
The readings are found on the “Today’s Readings” insert. 
The page numbers refer to the red Bible in the pew rack. 

 
FIRST READING Genesis 50:15-21(p. 40) 
 …The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 103:1-13 
Using the psalm tone printed on the insert, the Cantor and the 
assembly will chant the Psalm responsively. 
 
SECOND READING Romans 14:1-12 (p. 804) 
 …The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35 (pp. 695-696) 
 Before the reading: 
      The Holy Gospel according to Matthew… 
      Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 After the reading: 
      These are the words of our Lord. They are true and can  
      be trusted. Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

GOD’S MESSAGE FOR ALL 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Hymn #721 
“Goodness is Stronger Than Evil” 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOR HEALING 
 

SHARING OF PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always! And also with you. 

 

OFFERING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

We Feast at the Lord’s Table 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
      It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn:  
 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Music by Cantor Peter J. Rizzo 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  
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SHARING THE MEAL with ANOINTING FOR HEALING  
 

Christ’s table is open to all! We offer grape juice for those who 
desire. If, for reasons of conscience or health, you are unable to 

receive either the bread or the wine, please know that the 
Church affirms the full presence of Christ in each element. 

 
“Mighty to Save” 

 
Everyone needs compassion, love that's never failing; 
let mercy fall on me. 
Everyone needs forgiveness, the kindness of a Savior; 
the hope of nations. 
  
Chorus:  Savior, He can move the mountains, 
               Our God is mighty to save,  
               He is mighty to save. 
               Forever, Author of salvation,  
               He rose and conquered the grave, 
               Jesus conquered the grave. 
  
So take me as you find me, all my fears and failures, 
fill my life again. 
I give my life to follow everything I believe in, 
now I surrender. Chorus  
  
Bridge:  Shine your light and let the whole world see, 
              We're singing for the glory of the risen King...Jesus Repeat 
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BLESSING FOR STRENGTH 
 The assembly responds: Amen. 
 

We Are Sent into the World 
 
SONG & PRAYER FOR SENDING Hymn #525 
“You Are Holy”  
 

Let us pray together…O God, you have called your servants to 
ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet 
untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with 
good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your 
hand is leading us and your love supporting us, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 The assembly responds: Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN Hymn #538 
“The Lord Now Sends Us Forth”  
 
DISMISSAL 

The worship has ended. Now the service begins. Go in peace. 
Christ is sending you. Thanks be to God. 

 
 

License & Copyright Information 
Portions of the liturgy are from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS014917.  
Hymns and songs reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-731250 and CCLI License 
#1376892. Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, © 1989 
by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches in the USA and 

used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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