Sixth Sunday Welcome to Worship at Zion!

after Epiphany Second Sunday Headling Service

February 12, 2023 In today’s reading from Deuteronomy we are called to choose life by
11:00 a.m. loving and obeying God. Much of today’s gospel reading echoes

portions of the Ten Commandments. Jesus' instructions to the crowd

reveal a pattern of behavior that honors both God and the neighbor,

resulting in life and health for the whole community. We too are

invited to embrace these commandments, not out of fear of

refribution, but because God has promised that to do so means life

for us.

We Gather

WELCOME & THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us
birth, our light and our salvation. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning
your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in
which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son
was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us
as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of
new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness,
grace, and love. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
“Will You Let Me Be Your Servant” (Hymn #659)
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1 Will you let me be your ser - vant, let me be as
2 We are pil-grims on a  jour - ney, we are  trav - ’lers
31 will hold the Christ-light for you in the night - time
4 1 will weep when you are weep-ing; when you laugh TI'll
5 Will you let me be your ser - vant, let me  be as
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Christ to you? Pray that I may have the grace to
on the  road; we are here to help each oth - er
of your fear; I  will hold my hand out to you,
laugh with  you. I will share your joy and sor - row
Christ to you? Pray that I  may have the grace to
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let you be my ser - vant,  too.

walk the mile and bear the  load.

speak the peace you long to hear.

till  we've seen this jour - ney through.
let you be my ser - vant, too.

OSTOLIC GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

Let us pray together...O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak
mortals we accomplish nothing good without you. Help us to see and understand the things
we ought to do, and give us grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

We Hear & Respond to God’s Word

FIRST READING: DEUTERONOMY 30:15-20

The Lord sets before the people of God a clear choice. Life and prosperity will come to the
faithful; loss of the land will be the consequence of disobedience. Choosing life entails loving
and holding fast to the Lord. Life in God'’s presence presupposes the promise made to the
ancestors.

[Moses said to the people:] 13See, | have set before you today life and prosperity, death
and adversity. élf you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that | am
commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his
commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and
the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 7But if your heart
turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve
them, '8l declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you
are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. '?I call heaven and earth to witness against you
today that | have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you
and your descendants may live, 2loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to
him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the
Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al -le - lu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e-ter - nal Iife. Al-le-lu - 1a.



GOSPEL: MATTHEW 5:21-37

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus exhorts his followers to embrace standards of righteousness
that exceed legal requirements and traditional expectations.

The Pastor announces the Gospel. The assembly responds: Glory to you, O Lord!

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 2'*You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times,
‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ 22But | say to you
that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a
brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,” you will be liable to
the hell of fire. 23S0 when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your
brother or sister has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and go;
first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. 22Come to
terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser
may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into
prison. 2¢Truly | tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny.

27"You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But | say to you that
everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his
heart. 27If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to
lose one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your right
hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your
members than for your whole body to go into hell.

3t wass also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certfificate of
divorce.’ 32But | say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of
unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits
adultery.

33" Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear
falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ 34But | say to you, Do not swear at
all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 3%or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 3¢And do not swear by your head, for you cannot
make one hair white or black. 3’Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes' or ‘No, No'; anything more than
this comes from the evil one.”

The Pastor concludes the reading. The assembly responds: Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Blessed Assurance” (Hymn #638)

1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine!Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,

Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look - ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.



Refrain
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOR HEALING
Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come near and sent the disciples
to continue this work of healing—with prayer, the laying on of hands, and anointing. In the
name of Christ, the great healer and reconciler of the world, we now entrust to God all who
are in need of healing.

Merciful God, you sent your Son to be our peace. Help all those who suffer any pain or grief,
hopelessness or anxiety. In your great mercy, hear us, O God.

Mighty God, mercifully grant strength to the weak and comfort to those who suffer, that their
sickness and pain may be turned into health. In your great mercy, hear us, O God.

God of peace and reconciliation, bring an end to the sickness of the world, especially
violence, terrorism, war, and their causes. In your great mercy, hear us, O God.

Holy God, Holy One, your Son prayed that your people may be one. May the gift of baptism
be a power for healing the church’s brokenness, and bless all efforts for renewal and Christian
unity. In your great mercy, hear us, O God.

Loving God, mend broken relationships and bring peace to our families, our congregation,
this community, and the world. In your great mercy, hear us, O God.

Eternal God, we thank you for all the faithful departed. Heal the pain of all who grieve. In your
great mercy, hear us, O God.

O God, we bring these intercessions before you, knowing that you will hear us as you have

promised, and will answer according to the mercy shown in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always! And also with you.

OFFERING & ANNOUNCEMENTS



We Feast at the Lord’s Table

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading
of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him
your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow-er and might,
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this

heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: Our Father in
heaven, hallowed be your name, your kihngdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against
us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
During the distribution of the bread and wine, in-person worshippers will be invited to receive
the laying on of hands and anointing for healing by a fellow member of the assembly. Those
who are worshipping online are invited to make the sign of the cross on their own foreheads,
or that of a family member, and say the following words:
Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, send your Holy Spirit upon your servant; drive away all
sickness of body and spirit; make whole that which is broken; deliver me/her/him/them
from the power of evil; and preserve me/her/him/them in true faith, to share in the power
of Christ’s resurrection and to serve you with all the saints now and evermore. Amen.

We Are Sent into the World

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The Pastor offers a table blessing. The assembly responds: Amen.

PRAYER
Let us pray together...O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot
see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out
with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your
love supporting us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN
“This Little Light of Mine” (Hymn #677, Verse 1)

DISMISSAL
The worship has ended. Now the service begins. Go in peace. Let your light shine!

Thanks be to God.
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