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Dialogue 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Night Hymn: “The Day You Gave Us, Lord, Has Ended” (verses 1 and 3) 

 

 

 

 



Confession & Forgiveness 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Holy and gracious God, 
I confess that I have sinned against you this day. Some of my sin I know—the thoughts 
and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is known only to you. In the 
name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me, that I may rest in peace. 
By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, in whom we are forgiven. 
We rest now in the peace of Christ and rise in the morning to serve. 

 
Reading from Scripture 
 
Reflection Questions 

 
Song: “Stay With Us” 

 
 
Canticle for Compline 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ 
and asleep may rest in peace. Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: your word 
has been fulfilled. My own eyes have seen the salvation, which you have prepared in the 
sight of ev’ry people: a light to reveal you to the nations and the glory of your people 
Israel. 

 
Prayers 

Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are yours, and to you the darkness is no 
threat. Be present, we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, especially those 
who watch and work on behalf of others. Grant them diligence in their watching, 
faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and competence in emergencies. Help 
them to meet the needs of others with confidence and compassion; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

 

LSB 879   Stay with Us 
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Note from Pastor Heidle September 2018 
 

“Stay with Us”
“I’ll see you … in 

September;  I’ll see you … 
when the summer’s through!” 
As summer comes to its end, 
we say good-bye to the long, 
sunny days of growing crops 

and fun activities; and think about the 
approaching throes of winter and … death! But 
September is not the bleakest of days; and 
though death be approaching, it is not here yet!  
In this transitional time of apprehension, it is 
good to have a helper, a companion, a guide to 
walk with us!   

So, as we examine yet another of the new 
hymns in our Lutheran Service Book, we find 
another quaint and flowing melody with poignant 
words that seem to bespeak our very existence!! 
The text of the hymn is written by Herbert 
Brokering, master poet and hymn-writer. Take a 
moment to read and ponder the lyrical text…  … 

 

No matter what the day may bring it is always 
a good time to sing praise to God; for God is sure 
to bless! “Bless our bread,” we pray; and do, 
please, continue to pray your table prayers 
regularly. Then, don’t you just love the turn of 
phrase: “Open our eyes: Jesus be our great 
surprise.” It’s here that we put together that this 
hymn is based on the Luke 24 account of the 
disciples on the road to Emmaus, who (not 
recognizing the risen Jesus) begged Him to stay 

with them for 
politeness sake 
to share a meal; 
and then were 
surprised as 
Jesus was 
revealed to them 
in the breaking 
of the bread!! Isn’t that what we all yearn for? —
to have Jesus come in the flesh to us and to stay 
as the One to give us blessings!! 

The second stanza occurred just earlier … on 
the walk to Emmaus. The disciples were forlorn 
and sad because they thought Jesus was dead and 
gone; but Jesus is right there walking with them. 
We sing that He be by our side and walk with us 
whenever we go through the valley of the shadow 
of death! 

But the burdens we bear in this life we will 
not bear forever! Come, Lord Jesus, wipe our 
tears, forgive our fears: Jesus, lift the heavy 
cross. The cross or burdens we bear, Jesus went 
to the actual cross to take our burdens and our 
sin upon Himself.  He took your sin! You no 
longer have it; He took it! We are always Easter 
people too; and Jesus, our risen Savior, took our 
burden to His cross!  

That Good News is not just a theory! It 
changes our lives! The Lord, who was 
surprisingly revealed to the disciples, will unfold 
a whole new life for us! Heal our eyes To see the 
prize: Jesus, take us to the light.” Indeed, He 
walks with us and guides us to heaven! 

Stay with us, till day is done; —till the 
transition is complete and the end has come. No 
tears nor dark shall dim the sun. Cheer the 
heart. Your grace impart: Jesus, bring eternal 
life. This is our joyous life of faith! We worship 
(sing our praise) to Him regularly; for it is here 
that He gives us His grace upon grace. Though we 
bear burdens of sin, grief, and shame; He dries 
our tears; He cleanses us from all sin;  and He 
gives us the sure and certain hope of everlasting 
life in heaven!  THIS is definitely a significant 
and sweet hymn to sing and ponder, not just at 
September sunsets, but in every transition of our 
journey of life! Pastor Michael K. Heidle 

I believe, therefore I speak…   2 Cor.4:13 



Gracious God, we give you thanks for the day, especially for the good we were 
permitted to give and to receive; the day is now past and we commit it to you. We 
entrust to you the night; we rest securely, for you are our help, and you neither slumber 
nor sleep; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
Blessing & Peace 
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