Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 21, 2025
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Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and
name him Emmanuel. The gospel is Matthew’s account of the
annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us.
During these final days of Advent we pray, “O come, O come,
Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons, ancient
prayers appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. On this
final Sunday of Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of the one
born to save us from the power of sin and death.
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Welcome to Zion!

“All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and
give birth to a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,’ which
means, ‘God is with us.’” (Matthew 1:22-23)

Welcome —whether this is your home congregation or your first visit,
we’re glad you’re here!

We welcome all people in the name of Christ to experience God’s
goodness and grace in Word, water, and meal. Wherever you are on
your spiritual journey, there is a place for you to belong at Zion.

Get Connected at Zion

The best ways to stay connected are to visit our website, follow us on
social media (@zionchurchdfb on Facebook and Instagram), and
subscribe to our weekly newsletter.

Children in Worship

Children are God’s gift to our church! They are not the future of our
church; they are the right now. The way we welcome children here
directly affects the way they respond to the Church, to God, and to
one another.

We welcome children and their families to sit near the Prayground at
the front of the sanctuary. There are coloring activities, puzzles,
books, and a toolbox to engage in our worship together.

Giving
We appreciate your stewardship of treasure, talent, and

time at Zion. You may leave your offerings in the offering
plates or give online via our website or this QR code.

Livestreaming

Zion livestreams all our services on Facebook and YouTube. Any
person present gives consent to being filmed or photographed.
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Zion is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) community, and extends God's radical welcome
to all people, because we're all created in God's image.



We Gather

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose home is heaven and
earth, whose salvation is sure. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for
the peace and security only you can provide. We reach for
swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of
war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping
awake. Free us from self-reliance and teach us to live in
harmony with our neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s
timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may
abound in the hope you have promised. Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own
righteousness. + You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and
ready to welcome the Savior. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN ELW Hymn #257

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE ELW Hymn #157
The assembly joins with the refrain, and the Minister sings the verses.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together...Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.
With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that
hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. In your Son,
Emmanuel, you have shown us your light and saved us from the
power of sin. Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath.
Increase our longing for your presence, that at the celebration of
your Son’s birth his Spirit might dwell anew in our midst, for he is
our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. Amen.
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We Hear & Respond to God’s Word
FIRST READING Isaiah 7:10-16
...Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!
SECOND READING Romans 1:1-7
...Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25
Before the reading: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory toyou, O Lord.

After the reading: The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY ACS Hymn #905
“We are Waiting for Jesus”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & SHARING OF PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always! And also with you.

OFFERTORY HYMN & PRAYER ELW Hymn #247
“Come Now, O Prince of Peace”

Let us pray together...Nourishing God, you are water in the
wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal,
satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the
world signs of your kingdom come. Amen.

We Feast at the Lord’s Table

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your
people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will
also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the
world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy God, we give thanks for your creation, fragile, yet fruitful,
enough for all. We give thanks that you call us into community
where love and justice may flourish, enough for all. We give you
thanks for sending us Jesus, God-with-Us, whose life, death and
resurrection have become for us the Way to find you, to know you,
to join with you in creating your new heaven and new earth.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed
foryou and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.



Come now, Holy Spirit—As you were present at creation, be
present now, and let these gifts of bread and wine become for us
the bread of life and the cup of blessing. As you were sent by Jesus
to accompany us on our journey of faith, be present now, and
transform this community into one body in Christ.

Gather us, O God, into your Advent hope—into watchfulness,
wonder, and joy. Strengthen us by this meal to love and serve in
the world you so love, until the day when all are fed at your table of
grace, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
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SHARING THE MEAL
“He Came Down” ELW Hymn #253
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” ELW Hymn #254

We Are Sent into the World

BLESSING FOR STRENGTH
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
comfort, strengthen, and keep you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray together...God our host, at this table you have fed us
with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the feast,
welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of
Jesus. Amen.

BLESSING

May God who comes among us, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good
news to share today and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Hymn #439, Verse 1
“Soon and Very Soon”

DISMISSAL

The worship has ended. Now the service begins. Go in peace.
Christis coming soon. Thanks be to God!
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Prayer of the Day

Today s Readings

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 21, 2025

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might,
free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your prom-
ises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen.

First Reading

Isaiah 7:10-16

The Lorp spoke to Ahaz, saying,
“Ask a sign of the LorD your God,;
let it be deep as Sheol or high as
heaven.” ?But Ahaz said, “I will not
ask, and I will not put the LorD to
the test.” ®*Then Isaiah said, “Hear
then, O house of David! Is it too
little for you to weary mortals that
you weary my God also? “Therefore
the Lord himself will give you a

Psalm

sign. Look, the young woman is
with child and shall bear a son and
shall name him Immanuel. "He
shall eat curds and honey by the
time he knows how to refuse the evil
and choose the good. *For before
the child knows how to refuse the
evil and choose the good, the land
before whose two kings you are in
dread will be deserted.”

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; tone 1
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Hear, O Shepherd of Israel,
leading Joseph ! like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned
up-! on the cherubim.
*In the presence of Ephraim,
Benjamin, ! and Manasseh,
stir up your strength
and ! come to help us.
3Restore ! us, O God;
let your face shine upon us,
and we ! shall be saved.
0 Lorp ! God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume
when your ! people pray?
5You have fed them
with the ! bread of tears;
you have given them
bowls of ! tears to drink.
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$You have made us
the derision ! of our neighbors,
and our enemies
laugh ! us to scorn.
"Restore us, O ! God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us,
and we ! shall be saved.
"Let your hand be upon the one
at ! your right hand,
the one you have made so strong
! for yourself.
8And so will we never
turn a- ! way from you;
give us life,
that we may call up-! on your name.
YRestore us, O LORD ! God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us,
and we ! shall be saved.



Romans 1:1-7

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called
to be an apostle, set apart for the
gospel of God, *which he promised
beforehand through his prophets in
the holy scriptures, *the gospel con-
cerning his Son, who was descended
from David according to the flesh
*and was declared to be Son of God
with power according to the spirit
of holiness by resurrection from
the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,

o

sospel

v

*through whom we have received
grace and apostleship to bring about
the obedience of faith among ail the
gentiles for the sake of his name, ®in-
ciuding you who are called to belong
to Jesus Christ,

"Fo all God’s beloved in Rome,
who are called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Matthew 1:18-25

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah
took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been engaged
to Joseph, but before they lived to-
gether, she was found to be preg-
nant from the Holy Spirit. *Her
husband Joseph, being a righteous
man and unwilling to expose her to
public disgrace, planned to divorce
her quietly. **But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do
not be afraid to take Mary as your
wife, for the child conceived in her
is from the Holy Spirit. *'She will
bear a son, and you are to name

him Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins.” *?All this took place
to fulfill what had been spoken by
the Lord through the prophet:
2%*Look, the virgin shall become
pregnant and give birth to a
son,
and they shall name him

Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.”
¥When Joseph awoke from sleep, he
did as the angel of the Lord com-
manded him; he took her as his wife
“but had no marital relations with
her until she had given birth to a
son, and he named him Jesus.
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