


OUR FOOD SYSTEM IS
UNDER SEVERE THREATS

Over the past century or so, there has been
a seven’ry—ﬁve percent decline in ogricu|’ruro|
biodiversier, meaning many varieties of
edible plants are no longer available today.
This is moin|y due to the rise of
industrialized agriculture. Once lost
biodiversier for food and ogricuHu re cannot

be recove FQCI.

Of some 6,000 plant species
cultivated for food . . . only
nine account for 66 percent

of total crop production.

"Of some 6,000 p/omL species
cultivated for food, fewer than 200
contribute subsfonﬁo//y fo g/oba/ food
output, and on/y nine account for 66
percent of total crop producﬁon.. o

L ess bioo’iversify means that p/onfs and
animals are more vulnerable to pests
and diseases. Compounded by our
reliance on fewer and fewer species to
feed ourse/ves, the increasing loss of

biodiversify for food and ogricu/fure

puts food security and nutrition of risk"

”Bioc/iversify is critical for scn(eguorcling
global food security, underpinning
heo/fhy and nutritious diets. We need
fo use b/odiversify in a sustainable
way, so that we can better respond fo
rising climate chcmge C/‘:o//enges and
proc/uce food in a way that doesn't

. n
horm our environment.

José Graziano da Silva, former
Director-General of the Food and
AgricuHure Organizcﬁon of the United
Nations (FAQO) from 2012 to 2019



The IRA WALLACE SEED SCHOOL: Expanding Agrobiodiversity

They call her the godmo’rher of southern
seeds. |_ovin9|y many refer to her as Mama
Ira. Gardener, author, and teacher, Ira
Woallace is no+0b|y associated with the
coopero’rive heirloom seed company,
Southern Exposu re Seed Exchonge, where
she serves in a monogerio| capacity.
Wallace's work extends into the realm of
seed conservation, {ocusing on heirloom and
open-po||ino+ec| seeds, which are pivo’ro| for

biodiversi’ry and sustainable ogricuHu re.

THEIRAWALLACE
SEEDSCHOOL
\  EmpdWérifig anew

geneﬁti?in of seed

stewards equipped to
Bcarry forward ancestral
S agricultural traditions with
integrity and care.

The lIra Wallace Seed School (IWSS), is an
initiative of the Ujamaa Cooperative

Forming Alliance (UCFA), .a program of
the nonprofi’r STEAM ONWARD. The

WSS is dedicated to nurtu ring the next

generation of ethical seed practitioners, with

a focus on empowering BIPOC farmers
Jrhrough know|edge, skills, and a moral
framework rooted in historical and po|i+ico|
understanding of food sovereignty and

sustainable ogricuHu re.

Change Starts With Seeds

Seeds are the foundation of
our food system. But over
the past decades the
corporate consolidation of
seeds has diminished the
ogrobiodiversﬁy of our food

crops.

Preservation

Preserving a diverse supp|y
of climate odop’red cultu ro||y
meoningfu| heirloom seeds
and crops supports a more
resilient food system — one
better equipped to withstand
climate chonge and

eco|ogico| disru p’rions.

Ecological Adaptations

Heirloom varieties often have
unique oo|c1|o+o+ions to pests,
diseases, and climate
stressors. The traditional
eco|ogico| know|eo|ge of
BIPOC farmers he|ps in
moirﬁoining and expcmding

this genetic dive rsity.


https://ujamaafarms.com/ira-wallace-seed-school
https://ujamaafarms.com/home
https://steamonward.org/

YOUR GENEROSITY WILL HAVE A PROFUND IMPACT

Thank you for considering a ghc’r to support this
important work. Donate direc+|y online ot

GOFUNDME.COM, then type "lra Wallace" in the

sed I’CI’] bCI r.

Or send a check payab|e to STEAM
ONW ARD/UCFA with "lra Wallace Seed School

Scho|orship Fund" in the memo line.

Approximo’re|y half of the students
enrolled in the WSS are on|y able to
pay pcr’rio| tuition. Your donation will
he|p fund full and por+i0| scho|0rships o)
that tuition is never a barrier for
aspiring seed stewards. For our 9-
month course, Introduction to E thical
Seed Breeding, the tuition is $650. In

addition, we offer a mini course for

$300 entitled Seed Ethics.
Support for BIPOC seed farmers
contributes to a more diversified

and a more vesilient food system.

Please consider making a Every dollar you donate to DONATE NOW!I!
contribution to the lIra Wallace our scho|0rship fund ensures And remember, your

Seed School Scho|orship Fund. that a student, committed to support doesn't just fund a
We hope you will join us in the preservation of heirloom scho|orship—i’r he||os rewrite
honoring Ira Wallace's legacy seeds and sustainable the future of Fcrming.

of cu|’rivo+ing a more resilient, forming, can receive the Thank you for being part of
sustainable, and equifob|e training Jrhey need to this transformation.
agricultural future. succeed.

STEAM ONWARD/UCFA P.O.Box 1124 Bryans Road MD 20616

ujamaafarmingcoop@gmail.com steamonward.org ujamaafarms.com



