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SEED CULTURE is a magazine dedicated to highlighting Ujamaa        

Cooperative Farming Alliance events and culturally relevant seeds. UCFA 

covers all things seeds and agriculture related information through articles. 

The content produced by contributors are not necessarily the views of 

UCFA. We welcome letters and news items from readers. All request for 

permission to reprint articles must be  directed to ujamaa@gmail.com.  

Connect with us 

 

Voicemail: (240) 515-8558 

Email: ujamaa@gmail.com 

Address: P.O. BOX 1124 Bryans Road,  

Accokeek, MD 20616 

Instagram: @ujamaafarms 

Facebook: @ujamaafarms 

www.ujamaafarms.com 

www.ujamaaseeds.com 

www. steamonward.org 

Copyright É2024 All rights reserved 
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Dear Friends and Growers, 

 

Weôve had an extremely busy spring and summer. Weôve been on travel quite a 

bit while keeping our heads above water with all the happenings within the UCFA. 

Below is a list of what weôve have accomplished so far. 

 

¶ Completed the second volume of the journal. 

¶ Recorded improved seeds sales. 

¶ Gave listening session on the Farm Bill. 

¶ Published our first childrenôs book: Big Daddyôs Greasy Green Collards. 

¶ Launched the Ira Wallace Seed School with 69 students. 

¶ Received donations from Grow Appalachia for 10 scholarships to the Ira Wallace Seed School. 

¶ Expanded the seed shop after receiving a grant for a refrigerator and insulated garage doors. 

¶ Engaged new seed hubs. 

¶ Produced a first Collardz 4 Kidz Pilot. 

¶ Received a grant from  Ceres Trust for general operations. 

¶ Added more tech folks to the Administration by bringing in young scholars. 

¶ Second year of Oral History Program with Princeton University and Spelman College, and adding 

Tuskegee University students as interns. 

¶ Field preparations, planting, and harvesting at the UCFA Demonstration Seed Farm and Training 

Grounds. 

 

~ Bonnetta Adeeb, 

Founder, Ujamaa Cooperative Farming Alliance 

By Bonnetta Adeeb 
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Rick Carter at UCFA Demonstration 

Seed Farm and Training Grounds 

Ultra Cross Collards  

(Planted Fall 2023 for Seed Harvest 

Summer 2024) 

What weôve been working on for 2024 
 

UCFA Demonstration Seed Farm  
and Training Grounds 

 
¶ Harvested collard seeds, elephant garlic, and onions. 

¶ Planted African drum gourds, okra, Jubilee watermelon, peanuts, 

turnips, kale, mustard greens, tomatoes, onions, lettuces, garlic, 

and more. 

¶ Planted ground nuts, buckwheat, mungbeans, garden egg, Jomon 

rice, and more (provided by Nate Kleinman). 

¶ Prepared tree sapling nursery. 

¶ Maintained planted areas. 

¶ Prepared apiary (for bees). 

¶ Managed volunteers. 

¶ Created story board. 

¶ Hosted garden and farm tour. 

 



 

 

Written by Kathy Anderson 
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Nate in Stokkseyri, Iceland in 2021. Looking for tasty sea 
plantain (Plantago maritima) plants to further EFNôs ongoing 

domestication project. Photo by Olivia Gamber 
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Nate Kleinman is an activist, researcher, farmer, 

organizer, plant breeder, seed expert, and crop        

rescuer. In 2013, he co-founded the Experimental 

Farm Network (EFN), a Philadelphia-based non-profit 

that works to facilitate collaboration and cooperation 

in plant breeding and agricultural research with a 

strong focus on developing perennial crops for climate 

change mitigation. He is a founding member of UCFA, 

advisor, partner in our seed journey, and wonderful 

friend.   

Nate gives his expertise, seeds plants, captivating 

experiences and stories, as well as his time open and 

freely to the public based on his commitment to      

economic, racial, and social justice and dedication to 

implementing critical agroecological principles and 

worldwide access to genetically diverse plants. 

In addition to his work helping Ujamaa become a 

seed organization, Nate has been instrumental in 

planning the Ira Wallace Seed School, a new UCFA 

program, with the mission to give BIPOC growers the 

skills, knowledge, as well as the moral, political, and 

historical framework to become ethical seed          

practitioners. Nate is a leader in seed ethics and      

cultural competence, although he would be the first to 

admit he doesnôt always get it right.  

Based in southern New Jersey, Nateôs seed work 

travels included far-flung places from Iceland to Mal-

ta, Palestine to Puerto Rico, and throughout America.  

A major part of his work with EFN ð and now with 

Ujamaa too ð deals with preserving seeds from com-

munities that are under threat, especially from war, 

climate change, poverty, and globalization. He works 

closely with the Palestine Heirloom Seed Library, the 

Iraqi Seed Collective, and the Jewish Seed Project, 

honoring his own Jewish heritage. He also serves on 

the boards of the Philly Orchard Project and the 

Northeast Organic Farming Association of New Jer-

sey.  As one participant in a growing global movement 

of ethical seed practitioners, Nateôs efforts are already 

helping to pass biodiverse seeds and knowledge on to 

future generations of growers. 

In February 2024, Nate offered a presentation enti-

tled óLiberating Seeds from Seed Banksô at the 2024 

California Organic Seed Summit and spoke about the 

reduction in the available agro-biodiversity of key      

crops and explained how anyone doing the work could 

be accessing seeds from seed banks across the world.  

Continued on next page 

 

ñWorking with seeds from a wide range 

of cultures is complicated. Everyone with 

any connection to a particular seed has an 

opinion about it, and itôs impossible to 

please everyone all the time. I just try to be 

respectful and do my best. Thereôs way too 

much at stake to leave seed work exclusively 

in the hands of corporations and the        

governments they bankroll.ò  
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During his well-informed talk, he shared anecdotes about interesting crops 

and discussed the importance of certain culturally important foods. He 

spoke about the U.S. National Plant Germplasm (propagative material)   

System (NPGS) in the U.S., which maintains over 600,000 plant varieties 

to safeguard the genetic diversity of agriculturally important plants. His 

discussion of endangered, indigenous and war impacted communities 

around the world expressed the need to ensure these seeds are grown and 

continue to be produced and rematriated to countries and communities of 

origin. 

We encourage you to visit www.experimentalfarmnetwork.org and learn more about collaborative 

plant breeding, sustainable agriculture research, and ensuring food security.  Be sure to read about EFN        

projects on Maypop Passionfruit improvement, Jobôs Tears as a perennial grain, Sea Plantain domestication, 

and perennial kale breeding, among others. Keep an eye out for EFNôs research platform to soon migrate to 

CitSci.org, an excellent website run by scholars at Colorado State University to better coordinate data and      

ensure that EFN can continue to facilitate groundbreaking research for many generations to come. 

Sauce or dip for seafood, beef, and raw vegetables 

 

16oz sour cream or plain yogurt 

1 tbsp grated horseradish 

1/4 tsp dry mustard 

1 tbsp dry dill weed 

Pinch of salt 

Juice of 1/4 fresh lime 

2-3 dashes of hot sauce 

Dash of Worcestershire 

1/4 tsp sugar  (optional) 

TtPpNt} 
Written by Gordan Reed  

Mix ingredients together and adjust to your taste as needed.  

Refrigerate at least two hours before serving. 

Bake covered at 400 ÁF for 35 minutes.  

Uncover for the last 10-15 minutes or until done to your liking. 
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4 n a powerful rejoinder to the homogenization of our food system, a new generation of BIPOC 

seedkeepers is rising to the fore, inspired by the 

enduring legacy of Ira Wallace. The recent launch of 

the Ira Wallace Seed School (IWSS) marks a    

watershed moment, as this visionary initiative    

bridges the gap between experienced mentors and 

the next generation of heirloom seed farmers and   

preservationists. 

Ira Wallace, affectionately known as ñMama Iraò 

or the ñGodmother of southern seeds,ò has spent     

decades inspiring and educating generations of 

seedkeepers. Her tireless efforts have now blossomed 

into the IWSS, brought to life through the dedicated 

work of an incredible team of seed saving and     

farming practitioners. This inaugural cohort, hailing 

from diverse corners of the nation, embodies the    

inclusive ethos of Ujamaa, where every voice is heard 

and valued. 

In the heart of the spring season, on March 19th, 

the inaugural cohort embarked on a journey of      

ethical seed farming. To kick off the first class, IWSS        

students heard from seasoned wisdom of Ira Wallace 

and Bonnetta Adeeb as they shared their motivations 

for seedkeeping and conserving the seeds they find 

culturally meaningful. Central to the IWSS             

curriculum is the exploration of profound questions 

that transcend mere technicalities.  

ñWhat was in your grandmother's pot?ò posed 

Bonnetta Adeeb, inviting students to reconnect with 

the culturally significant seeds of their lineage.  

This conversation inspired students to continue 

diving into their ñwhyò as they identify the two seeds 

varieties they will grow and save throughout the five-

month course.   

As students explored these introspective         

questions, the course will continue to dive into the 

fundamental principles of seed farming and      

preservation. Over the next few months, the course 

will cover topics crop planning, soil health and       

fertility, pest and disease management, seed          

harvesting and processing, seed storage and viability, 

bio-diversity, and conservation, as well as business 

and  marketing. 

Beyond the immediate harvest, students are      

encouraged to envision long-term dreams and        

aspirations, cultivating not just crops but sustainable 

livelihoods and resilient communities. The "Seed   

Ethics Track" delves into the historical, cultural, and 

political intersections of seedkeeping, exploring    

topics such as global movements for food and seed 

sovereignty, the legacy of Black cooperatives, and the 

power of storytelling in seed work. Each session will 

feature the insights from guest speakers practicing 

seed growers to forging connections with fellow     

students across North America, the course fosters a 

vibrant community of learners passionate about   

sustainable agriculture.  

Continued on next page. 
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There is such a wide diversity of  
experience among your teachers.  
They all seed save and theyôre  

seedkeepers but each of them have  
different focuses. And itôll be fun to  
have the opportunity to spend some  

time with each of them. 
 

MAMA IRA  

ñ 

ñ 
Written by Justice Madden and  Chris Keeve 



 

 

As seasoned mentors like Ira Wallace share their 

wisdom, the next generation of BIPOC seedkeepers 

are poised to carry forward this legacy, rooted in    

principles of stewardship and reverence for the earth. 

The IWSS community transcends geographical 

boundaries, comprising over 60 individuals hailing 

from diverse corners of the nation, from the Atlantic 

to the Pacific, from Puerto Rico to Alaska. Through     

regional clusters and mentorship programs, the school 

fosters localized knowledge exchange and strengthens 

networks crucial for the resilience of seed systems. 

This decentralized approach reflects the inclusive 

ethos of Ujamaa, fostering a community where every 

voice is heard and valued. 

Thanks to Amirah Mitchell, Reggie Blackwood, 

Nate Kleinman, Chris Keeve, Roxanne Masters, Ulum 

Pixan, Lex Barlowe, Sonya Harris, Tomia MacQueen, 

Chanda Robinson-Banks, Sister Anna Muhammad, 

Esther Liu, Nikos Kavanya, Ana Galvis, Zoe             

Hollomon, Garrett Graddy-Lovelace, Irena Hallowell, 

Courtney Streett, Uncle Gordon Reed, Nate Erwin, 

Tessa Desmond, Cara Loriz, Vivien Sansour, and  

Rowen White.  

Indeed, the IWSS represents a powerful step       

towards a future where seeds are cherished, bio-

diversity flourishes, and the bonds between humanity 

and the earth are nurtured with the utmost care. By 

supporting this burgeoning movement of BIPOC 

seedkeepers, we can collectively work to reclaim our 

food systems and nurture a more just, equitable, and 

sustainable world.  

J**)ûJ'3??; 
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Map created by Chris Keeve 

This cross-pollination of intergenerational 

knowledge is crucial for the long-term  

resilience of seed systems. 


