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visit our website at www.umcrp.org 

 

 

 

Ponderings by Pastor JoEllyn…. 

March brings with it God's promises. 

We will soon see and enjoy warmer 

sunny days, as the earth turns from 

winter to spring. Life is a journey and 

contains many phases or chapters, as 

I have shared many times in the last 

month. 

As people following Jesus' example, 

we desire to accomplish our goals in 

order to live a life of satisfaction.  

"You've Got to Stop and Smell the 

Roses, You've got to count your many 

blessings every day. You're gonna find 

your way to heaven is a rough and 

rocky road. If you don't Stop and 

Smell the Roses along the way."   ---

Mac Davis Song/1974 

A study printed in the July 3, 2012 

issue, of the Journal of Personality 

and Individual Difference, states the 

following: 

People are happier when they take 

time to appreciate the good things in 

life. "Stop and smell the roses" may 

be a cliché, but research suggests it’s 

sound advice for finding satisfaction 

in life. Appreciating the meaningful 

things and people in our lives may 

play an even larger role in our overall 

happiness than previously thought.  

Our loss is heaven's gain. We as a 

congregation have celebrated the 

lives of: 

 
 
Barbara Joann Nickerson,  August 2, 
1923-January 23, 2019 
 
Elizabeth "Betty" Ann Corbin, June 4, 
1926-February 11, 2019  
 
Duane Floyd Williamson, November 
1, 1923-February 22, 2019 
 
All of these Saints have stopped, 
lived, enjoyed, and Smelled the 
Roses. Please continue to remember 
their families in your prayers. Take 
some time to talk about the 
memories you personally have 
enjoyed with each of them. Our gift 
for as long as God allowed. 
 
When you think about the GOOD 
LIFE, your mind might navigate to 
areas like Beverly Hills or Palm 
Springs, where the rich and elite live 
among their swimming pools and 
Rolls Royce's. 
 
I am asking you to take your minds to 
Rolling Prairie, Indiana. Church 
members who have taken steps into 
the 90th years of their lives.  
 
So, what is the good life and how do 
we live it? The truly good life comes 
from having God’s blessing upon us, 
particularly in the area of healthy 
relationships. In fact, God’s blessing 
is inseparable from having healthy 
relationships.  
 
Being rightly related to God and to 
others, sums up the message of the 
Bible: 
 
 He said to them, “‘You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart,  
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and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and  
first commandment. 39 And a second 
is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ 40 On these two 
commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets.”   
 ------Matthew 22:37-40  
 
I have seen firsthand proof that the 
good life is tied up with good 
relationships. Even if you don't have 
an abundance of things, life is still 
bountiful.  
 
Sometimes people come into your 
life and you know right away that 
they were meant to be there, to 
serve some sort of purpose, teach 
you a lesson, or to help you figure 
out who you are or who you want to 
become.  
 
And sometimes things happen to you 
that may seem horrible, painful, and 
unfair at first, but in reflection you 
find that without overcoming those 
obstacles you would have never 
realized your potential, strength, 
willpower, or heart. 
 
The people you meet who affect your 
life, and the success and downfalls 
you experience help to create who 
you become. Even the bad 
experiences can be learned from. In 
fact, they are probably the most 
poignant and important ones. 
  
If someone loves you, love them back 
unconditionally, not only because 
they love you, but because in a way, 
they are teaching you to love and 
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how to open your heart and eyes to 
everything around you.  
 
Make every day count!!! Appreciate 
every moment and take from those 
moments everything that you 
possibly can for you may never be 
able to experience it again. 
 
Praying you through, 
Pastor JoEllyn 
 

 The Creative Hands Group,  
We are 
continuing 
to think 
what the 
next 
mission 
might be. 

Margaret Rimmer had a good 
suggestion, Port Pillows. What are 
Port Pillows? You ask.. Well they 
are a small pillow that covers a 
porta Cath to protect it from the 
seatbelt when riding in a car. 
Seatbelts can irritate the site of a 
port if driving for a long period of 
time. They are designed to reduce 
irritation and relieve the 
discomfort.  
Pastor JoEllyn is still thinking about 
making dog & cat beds (for the small 
animal shelter.) might be a good 
mission to undertake to benefit our 
community. What do you think? 

 
 Any ideas let Pastor JoEllyn know. 
Creative Hands can meet 
Thursdays, @ 9 am in the Adult 
Sunday School Room with the 
Quilters or if there would be a 
better time for you please let us 
know. Come, fellowship, share 
some fun & laughter and join 
Creative Hands… 

What do little birdies see, when 
they get knocked unconscious? 

Bette’s Pen: 

POWER OF PRAYER 
Ever wonder where God is during 
times of struggle, illness, financial, 
personal relationships? I know  
I’ve asked where are you God? 
Are you here?  Of course, I know 
He is always right there beside us, 
but sometimes His voice is soft & 
in this noisy world we don’t 
always hear. Sometimes he 
doesn’t always answer the way 
we want. I know when my mom 
was sick with liver cancer, I prayed 
please Lord, don’t let her suffer 
with this awful disease. Put your 
powerful healing touch on her. 
Well, He did that, only not in the 
way I had intended. He gave Mom 
the best healing, only it wasn’t 
earthly healing.  I do give thanks 
to God for not letting her suffer.  
But Sunday, Feb 24, His awesome 
healing power was on full display.  
Our beloved Rose Lenig, while 
teaching adult Sunday school 
class, suffered a TIA. Ambulance 
was called, and all here were 
lifting prayers for Rose. She 
seemed to be somewhat 
confused, slurred her words, and 
couldn’t get the words out to 
make sense. The prayer chain was 
started and that began the 
onslaught of prayers heaven 
bound for Rose. Those on the 
prayer chain called others, and 
before you know it, prayers from 
friends of friends and along with 
ours were storming Heaven. At 
one point it was thought she 
suffered another TIA, that 
affected her vision.  
It was a long night of waiting 
especially for her family, but her 
church family was feeling the 

weight of this somber time as 
well. 
Received a phone call Monday 
morning from Scott, her nephew, 
and he said “You are not going to 
believe this!!, but Aunt Rose woke 
up this morning, her speech was 
back, her vision had cleared up, 
and the confusion gone, other 
than she didn’t understand what 
in the world was she doing in the 
hospital.” The nurses were 
flabbergasted at the turn around. 
Well, we all knew exactly who 
orchestrated that.. God Himself, 
with His most powerful healing 
hand.. He heard our prayers 
ramming on Heavens door, and 
He answered as only He could. 
YAY GOD.. He is the great HEALER!   
Now mind you, Rose still has to 
take it easy, and let her strength 
rebuild, and for the go-getter she 
is that won’t be easy. But it will 
happen. She was out of hospital 
by Tuesday late afternoon, or 
evening and nothing was going to 
keep her from saying good bye to 
her good friend Duane 
Williamson, Wednesday morning, 
at his celebration of a long & 
wonderful 95 years of life that 
God blessed him with.  
So we here at RPUMC, have 
witnessed how awesome, and 
powerful Prayer can be.. Ms. Rose 
rest up, take care, and don’t rush 
the healing.  We LOVE you.. And 
most importantly “Thank You God 
for Your healing touch” 
 
Blessings & Peace be yours, 
Bette 

Be sure to call us if you have a 
prayer need that we can turn over 
to our Prayer Warriors. As you see 
what can happen when heaven is 
stormed with prayers… 
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EVENTS & MEETINGS 2019 
Ash Wednesday   

Mar 6 Noon & 6:30 pm  

UMW MEETING 
Tuesday March 12, 9:30 a.m. 

Council/Board Meeting 

Tuesday March 12, 6:30 p.m. 
UMW Cabin Fever FUNdraiser    

DATE CHANGE 
Due to a conflict on  

original date of Mar 9 
             Mar 23, 2019  5 – 9 pm.  

Best Years  
Wednesday March 20,  

Noon Black Smith Shoppe 
 

Maundy Thursday 
April 18th 6:30 pm 

 
Good Friday 

April 19th 6:30 pm 
 

Easter Sunday 
April 21st  

Sunrise Service  7 am 
     Breakfast       8  am 
Easter Service   9 am 

More details on Lenten services 
coming soon… 

 
2019 Music Fest &  
Pulled Pork Dinner 

Date for the 3rd annual Music Fest 
has been set. Mark your Calendars. 

Details to follow later. 
May 18, 3:30 pm – 7 pm  

 
“YOUR TREAUSRES” 
OPEN AIR MARKET 

SATURDAY JUNE 1ST, 2019 
 

 
 
 

 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

We are continuing with our study 
“Walking through the Wardrobe…”  

Yes we are having a devotional study 

on a fairy tale. C.S. Lewis wrote 

Narnia, and other childrens’ books as 

well as stuff about Christian Faith. He 

tries using words that ordinary 

people would understand.  He 

wanted people to grasp & 

understand about God, Jesus & Faith. 

We will see various themes through 
out the study. Betrayal, Compassion, 
Forgiveness, Transformation, 
Spirituality, Guilt and Blame, 
Courage, Family, The Supernatural, 
Man & the Natural World, and 
exploration. The desire to explore 
and experience new things is front 
and center. And C.S. Lewis doesn't try 
to sugar-coat either the 
dangers or the thrills of exploration. 
 

TLTWTW is about good versus evil. 

Good is ultimately more powerful 

than evil, although evil does seem to 

have a necessary place in the world. 

People who are good may still have 

to suffer and make difficult choices, 

but ultimately everything will work 

out for them and they will enjoy a 

happy ending. Even people who 

make serious mistakes can be 

redeemed and rejoin the side of 

good. Creatures who are truly evil 

will be vanquished in the end. Evil is 

most disturbing because it preys on 

our own weaknesses and negative 

traits.   

When a closet filled with mothball-
smelling jackets becomes a portal to 
a winter landscape, anything is 
possible. Excerpts from Shmoop.com. 
Please come & join us. class meets at 
10:30 right after fellowship hour. 

 
CHILDRENS CHURCH: 

The Children starts the Spring Series 
this month of Deep Blue Connects, 
AT HOME with GOD.. They will 
continue the adventure with Asia, 
Kat, Caleb, & Edgar.  
They will meet Kat’s family. They will 
learn about Lent, during March, with 
The Stories of the Lost, The Forgiving 

Father, The Two Debtors,  & The Last 
Supper. See you at Sunday School.. 
 
 
 
 
The February meeting of Best Years 
met at the Blacksmith Shoppe hosted 
by Mary Kessler. Pam Pask said grace. 
There were 19 gathered to share 
fellowship and partake of the, as 
always delicious food of the BSS.  
  
Iva announced March birthdays as  
Iva Wasielewski 3/10, Connie 
Reynolds, 3/18 & Jeff Elkins 3/19 
No March Anniversaries… 
 
Attendance gifts were won by: Iva 
Wasielewski,Harold Carlson, Lester 
Chadwick,  Ben Rison, Connie 
Reynolds, Susan Knowlton, Pam Pask 
and Deannie Ebanks … 
 
Others present were:  Art & Rose 
Lenig, Sharon Campos, Ann Riedstra , 
Bette Schaefer,  JoEllyn Chadwick, 
Karen Rison, Myrna Everill, Steve 
Everingham and Jim Williamson. 
 
 The March meeting will be Wed, 

March 20, hosted by Pam Pask 

 

 
06   Clifford & Sue Hughes 
18   Gary & Pat Towle 
20   Jeff & Connie Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
 

02   Steve Poole 
05   Joyce Blint 
05   Karen Williamson 
07   Jeff Smith 
08   Kaylee Weisenberger 
  

March 



4 
 

10   Iva Wasielewski 
11   Wayne Kirkham 
12   Joseph Pask Jr. 
14   Carol McCullough 
16   Laken Wasielewski 
18   Abigail Huff 
18   Richard Alm 
19   Jeff Elkins 
20   Ava Davis 
24   John Sardeson 
24   Dorothy Jones 
26   Malinda Jack 
27   Pat Towle 
28   Angela Lenig 
30   Mike Harris 
31   Bruce Melton 
 
 

If you have a 
need or you know 
someone that 

needs prayers, Call Pastor JoEllyn 
and she will relay to the next person  
to activate the Prayer Chain. 

Pastor JoEllyn’s Cell phone # for 

After Hours Emergency & Prayer 
Chain Request 

                  (219)-363-5061 
 

 
FOOD PANTRY 

DONATION 
Always Need 
plastic bags 

   FOOD PANTRY DONATION 

MARCH: Canned Green Beans, 

Any Canned Fruit, Any Cereal 
 
 

20 Minutes with God 
Starts Wednesday, March 13th, and 
will continue every Wednesday til 
April 10.   “20 Minutes with God” is a 
Lent series sponsored by the La Porte 
County Ministerial Alliance. The 
service starts promptly at noon and is 
followed by a light lunch. 
 
This year’s host is Bethany Lutheran 
Church at 102 G St., La Porte. 

Dates and speakers are: 
• March 13 — Roscoe Hoffman, River 
of Life Missionary Church Michigan 
City, with lunch provided by Hamilton 
Grove. 
• March 20 — Bob Vale, First United 
Methodist, with lunch provided by 
First United Methodist. 
• March 27 — Brian White, Salem 
Chapel Methodist, with lunch 
provided by Salem Chapel. 
• April 3 — Sally Wicks, Presbyterian 
Church of La Porte, with lunch 
provided by Presbyterian Church of 
La Porte. 
• April 10 — Dennis Meyer, Bethany 
Lutheran Church, with lunch 
provided by Bethany Lutheran.  
 
Was asked recently what is the 
significance of carrying in the light? 
Below is an explanation. 
From UMC.org 

Why do we light and extinguish 
candles during worship? 

ook101TwitterPrintEmail 
From Worship Matters: A United 
Methodist Guide to Worship Work, Vol. 
II by E. Byron Anderson: 

"Jesus said: "I am the light of the 
world" (John 8:12). The presence of 
the light reminds us of Jesus' coming 
into our world and into our lives. The 
light is carried into the worship 
service as a symbol of Jesus' coming 
into the presence of the worshiping 
community. Many congregations use 
two candles on the altar to point out 
that Jesus was both a human being 
and God. At the end of the service, 
the light is carried out into the world 
to show that Jesus Christ is for all 
people everywhere; The acolyte 
leaves the worship service at the 
pastor's direction, carrying out the 
lighted candle lighter. This 
symbolizes the light of Jesus Christ 
going out into the world where 
believers are to serve." 

From The Acolyte's Book by Hoyt 
Hickman: 
"Since ancient times, light and fire 
have reminded people that God is 
here with us. When you bring the 
light (fire) into the place where 
people are gathering to worship, and 
when you light the candles, you are 
reminding the people that God is 
with us at home, at school, and at 
work, as well as in the worship 
service; Lighted candles also remind 
us that Jesus Christ is the Light of the 
world. Many persons like to think of 
the two candles on or beside the 
Lord's table as reminders that Christ 
is both human and divine." 
 

Faith Journey  
(from newsletternewsletter.com/) 
A family was heading on vacation: 

two little ones were nestled in car 

seats; the van was packed. As Dad 

locked the house and Mom secured 

the garage, an adult neighbor the 

kids knew walked up and spoke 

through an open window. “Where 

are you going?” The kids shrugged. 

“Well, what road are you taking?” 

the friend asked with a knowing 

smile. Of course, they had no idea. 

“Do you know where you’ll eat today, 

or where you’ll spend the night?” 

Blank stares. Then the friend asked, 

“Who are you traveling with?” The 

children broke into grins and 

shouted, “Mommy and Daddy!”  

 

On the journey of faith, we don’t 

know precisely where we’re headed 

or how all our needs will be met. But 

we know who we’re traveling with: 

our loving God who is fully aware of 

the twists and turns ahead; the loving 

Parent who promises to care for us 

wherever we go. 

 

 

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=439881
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Dear United 
Methodist 
Women, 
Thank you so very 

much for your kind donation to the 
church in Mom’s memory. Oh how 
she loved her church, and oh how 
she loved being a part of your 
Wonderful group. She treasured the 
friendship of each and every one Of 
you!   With gratitude, Mary Ann, 
Terry, & Dottie Sue 

 
From Duane Williamson Family, 
To thank you for your kindness and 
sympathy at a time when it was deeply 
appreciated. Pastor JoEllyn, Church 
Ladies, Scott, Sue. Thank you for all of 
your love & support for our family. Dad 
loved you all and so do we. Once again 
thank you so very much.   
Love, Wendy, Mike & Family 
 
“He put a new song in my mouth, a song 

of praise to our God.   Psalm 40:3a 

Thank you to our choir members, who, 

with their amazing voices, fills the 

sanctuary with beautiful songs. Thank 

you, God, for their many talents You 

gave them, and for their willingness to 

share. Scott Lenig, Julie Phillips, Linda 

& Steve Everingham, Carrie Carlson, 

Sue Syverson, Susan Knowlton, 

Gretchen Krivak, JoEllyn Chadwick, and 

our newest addition, Virginia Bradford, 

We are so blessed! 

Thank You, Bruce Wordinger for 

pounding down those sharp nails on 

the standing wood cross in the 

corner of the foyer … 

Thank You, Jean Dare for filling in, at 

the last minute, for one of our 

Sunday School Teacher, who was sick 

on her day..  

Thank you sincerely for sharing our 

sorrow. Your kindness is deeply 

appreciated and will always be 

remembered.  Dennis & Cindy Kreske 

 

                 By Penny Derucki 
Yep! The UMW article, By Penny Derucki 
 should be in this space, but this month 
it is at the end of this newsletter, with 
the details of our Mad Hatters Tea. 

 
Sadly, in a months’ time, We have 
had to bid Fond Farewell to two 

more members of our Church Family. 
Elizabeth (Betty) Corbin,92, 

another of our long-time members 
has left her earthly home. Although 
our hearts are now doubly sore, we 

know that our special friend  
Betty Corbin has been welcomed on 
the shores of heaven by the loving 

arms of Jesus. 
Betty has been reunited with her 
fishing buddy, Bill Corbin, and I’m 
sure getting some awesome fish 

catches in the fish laden waters only 
heaven offers...  

Duane Williamson, 95, who fell at his 
home away from home, Feb 8th, 

broke his hip, & had surgery same 
day.  He returned to MMM, but 

sadly, passed away Feb 22. This, gruff 
on the outside, but warm & fuzzy on 

the inside man, will be missed. But he 
now has complete healing from the 
dementia he suffered with for the 

last few years. He has reunited with 
the love of his life, Donna, daughter, 
Gail, and his old friends Barb & Bob, 

Bill & Betty, Charlie & Dot….  
Barb Nickerson, Betty Corbin and 

Duane Williamson has now received 
the only complete healing there is, 

from the very hand of God…No more 
pain, no more tears.. Thank you God, 
For blessing us with these friends….  

     In the clouds we will meet again…. 
               We will miss you!        
If you want someone to remain on or 
add please fill out new request card 

or call Pastor JoEllyn or  
Bette 219-778-2910 

 

Rose Lenig (Health 

Scare) Mike Harris 

(Colon Cancer, Deb 

Harris hubs) 

Rebecca Davis (Kidney & Liver failure& 

health issues, friend of Kathy Crass) Gary 

Gronborg (off life support, in Rehab, 

friend Virginia Bradford) Jeanette 

Wideman (Mastectomy, mother of 

Cheryl Lenig, Rose’s daughter-in-law) 

Bob Lenters (Cancer & Heart, Ann 

Riedstra brother) Bette Elkins (Chemo, 

not handling well.cousin Jeff/Bobette) 

Beau Crass (ICU, grandson Kathy Crass) 

Nora Scott (shingles in eye, possible 

surgery, niece Mike/Deb Harris) Brad 

Nimtz (Health Concern: Sherry & Paul 

Iwaszewski son-in-law) Steve (Lung 

Cancer, Friend Shannon Merrill) Wayne 

Kirkham (mending nicely from cancer 

kidney removal) Robert Adams (hospital, 

regulate blood pressure, hubby of Chris) 

Pam Dixon, (Chemo; ovarian cancer) 

Richard Asvitt (kidney failure, brother 

Virginia/Dave Bradford)  Scott Thieme 

(recovering, pneumonia), Dick Alm 

pneumonia)  Sharon Welty (Aortic valve 

replacement, friends of Pastor JoEllyn)  

Wendy Hoppe (Personal; Prayers for 

the whole family, friend of Barb Parker) 

Donna & Jerry Smith (Various Health 

Issues, friend of Chris Adams), 

 Nisha (beloved cat Kathy Crass, kidney 
failure) 

 We have a few very special people in 

our church family that are struggling 

with various health concerns who 

wish to not be named. It seems, they 

all say there is someone else that 

needs it more. We are all in need of 

prayer, sometimes a little more at 

times than others, Please keep their 

UNSPOKEN REQUESTS lifted in 

prayer, as God knows who each of 

them are and what it is they need. 

Give them strength Oh Lord, to deal 

with whatever their struggle… Let 

them feel your arms embracing them 

with your warm, wonderful, love.. 
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Bless them with your Peace.  Thank 

You, God…. 

           Does fuzzy logic tickle? 

Joys 
Sharon Campos welcomed a new 

great-grandson, Bryant, on  
Mon, Feb 18… 

Virginia Bradford had good news 
from Gary Gronborg’s wife, Bunny, 
that Gary is off life support and in 
rehab.. My Goodness! God is Good! 
 

Jacob Adams US 
Army- States 
grandson Chris 
Adams          

Craig Carlson, 
(pilot) US Air 

Force son Harold 

& Carrie Carlson  
Matthew 

Chadwick  US       

Army -  son  
Lester &  JoEllyn Chadwick 

Michael Showalter Marines, 

grandson Wayne & Shirley Kirkham 

Matthew Rompca Air Force  
nephew Shirley & Wayne Kirkham 

Katelyn Williamson U S Marines  
Daughter of Al and granddaughter of Jim 

Williamson 
If you have someone serving and would 

like on our prayer list please let Bette 
know… 

Please lift all those serving our 
country, who are struggling, for 

whatever the reason; being alone, 
illness, divorce, loss of job, loss of 

loved ones, going through the firsts  
after death of loved one. Give thanks 

for everything…. 
Hear our Prayers, Oh Lord!    

 
 
 
 

 

March is National Nutrition Month 

“The Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics is the world's largest 

organization of food and nutrition 
professionals. The Academy is 
committed to improving the 
nation's health and advancing the 
profession of dietetics through 
research, education and 
advocacy. “ 

“National Nutrition Month® is an 
annual nutrition education and 
information campaign created by 
the Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics. The campaign, 
celebrated each year during the 
month of March, focuses 
attention on the importance of 
making informed food choices 
and developing sound eating and 
physical activity habits. “ 

“During National Nutrition 
Month®, help the Academy 
achieve its vision of a world where 
all people thrive through the 
transformative power of food and 
nutrition.” 

Key Messages for 2019:  

1. Discover the benefits of a 
healthy eating style. 

2. Choose foods and drinks 
that are good for your 
health. 

3. Include a variety of 
healthful foods from all of 
the food groups on a 
regular basis. 

4. Select healthier options 
when eating away from 
home. 

5. Be mindful of portion 
sizes. Eat and drink the 
amount that's right for 
you, as MyPlate 
encourages us to do. 

6. Keep it simple. Eating right 
doesn't have to be 
complicated. 

7. Make food safety part of 
your everyday routine. 

8. Help to reduce food waste 
by considering the foods 
you have on hand before 
buying more at the store. 

9. Find activities that you 
enjoy and be physically 
active most days of the 
week. 

10. Consult the nutrition 
experts. Registered 
Dietitian Nutritionists can 
provide sound, easy-to-
follow personalized 
nutrition advice to meet 
your lifestyle, preferences 
and health-related needs. 

*Taken from 
https://www.eatright.org/food/resources/national-
nutrition-month/national-nutrition-month-
celebration-toolkit  

To find out more about National 

Nutrition Month please visit the 

Academy webpage (eatrigh.org) 

for more information.     

Here’s to your health,  

Gretchen Krivak MS, RD, CGFI  

Ash Wednesday 
Lesson 

for Children's 
Ministry 

http://sundayschoolnetwork.com/lesson-Ash-
Wednesday.html 

 
On Ash Wednesday many people will 
place ashes on their heads, in the 
sign of a cross, as a sign of sorrow for 
sinning against God. However, did 
you know that the practice of placing 
ashes on people's heads, as a sign of 
repentance, dates to Old Testament 
times: 

https://www.eatright.org/food/resources/national-nutrition-month/national-nutrition-month-celebration-toolkit
https://www.eatright.org/food/resources/national-nutrition-month/national-nutrition-month-celebration-toolkit
https://www.eatright.org/food/resources/national-nutrition-month/national-nutrition-month-celebration-toolkit
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The Bible tells us the punishment for 
sinning is death (Romans 6:23). In the 
Old Testament (before Jesus came to 
earth), people sacrificed animals—
they put them to death—to take 
their punishment for sinning. They 
would then use ashes from the 
animal sacrifices and place it on their 
heads as a sign of sorrowful 
repentance, which means turning 
from sin—being truly sorry—turning 
to God, and asking for his 
forgiveness.                          
Hundreds of years before Jesus came 
to earth, God told the prophet Isaiah 
to write about a special man who 
would die for the sins of the people.   
 
     Here is an Easy-to-Read version of 
Isaiah 53:1-12 : He grew up like a 
young plant, like a root growing in 
dry ground. There was nothing 
special or impressive about the way 
he looked, nothing we could see that 
would cause us to like him. People 
made fun of him, and even his 
friends left him. He was a man who . . 
. bore our pain. But we thought that 
God was punishing him, that God was 
beating him for something he did. 
But he was being punished for what 
we did. . .He was treated badly, but 
he never protested. He said nothing. 
. .He never opened his mouth to 
defend himself. He was taken away 
by force and judged unfairly. . . He 
had done no wrong to anyone. He 
had never even told a lie . . .But the 
Lord was pleased with this humble 
servant who suffered such pain. Even 
after giving himself as an offering for 
sin. . .The Lord says, 'My servant, 
who always does what is right, will 
make his people right with me; he 
will take away their sins. . . He was 
considered a criminal, but the truth 
is, he carried away the sins of many. 
Now he will stand before me and 
speak for those who have sinned.  
This passage of Scripture is known as 
the Suffering Servant passage. It is 
about Jesus, because he suffered and 

died in our place to forgive our sins. 
No longer do we need to offer animal 
sacrifices. Jesus Died once, for all 
people (Hebrews 10:28) 
He took the punishment we deserve 
for sinning against Holy God. That is 
what is meant when we say, Jesus 
paid for our sins; He paid with His 
life!! 
     Ash Wednesday marks the 
beginning of the season of Lent, and 
ends with the greatest event in 
history, The day we celebrate the 
Resurrection of our Lord Jesus:   
Easter Sunday! 
 the day we celebrate the 
Resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus: Easter Sunday!  
     What is Lent? (Lent means 
"lengthening" as in the lengthening 
of days in springtime. It is the 40-day 
period leading up to Easter, not 
counting Sundays, because they are 
considered mini-Easters or 
Resurrection Sundays. It is a time for 
Spiritual renewal or refreshing.) 
    Why do you suppose Lent is 40 
days long? (To remember that Jesus 
was tempted for 40 days and 40 
nights in the desert; he denied 
himself—he didn't give into Satan's 
temptations. Jesus was without sin!) 
Read Matthew 3:16-4:11  
      What does it mean to deny 
self? (To not give into temptation. To 
turn away from anything that would 
limit or hinder your relationship with 
Jesus. To look to others needs over 
your own.) 
    What can be gained by fasting 
during Lent, or anytime for that 
matter? (By denying ourselves of 
something we enjoy eating or 
doing—that's what is meant by 
fasting—we identify with Jesus' 
denial of self. Then, when we are 
tempted to eat or do that thing we 
are "giving up," we can think about 
what Jesus did for us, and then pray 
and thank him for denying himself 
and for going to the cross for us, so 
we can be forgiven of our sins and 

live with God for eternity!) 
Copyright 2011 Sarah A. Keith 
 
Lord, please show me what I should 
give up for Lent and when I’ve given 
it up, remind me to pray to You 
instead. To thank You, to love You, to 
hear from You, Each and every day in 
Lent.  Amen! 
Why doesn’t GLUE stick to the inside 
of the bottle? 
     UMW Tea write up by Penny Derucki 

February 9, 2019, The Rolling Prairie 

United Methodist Women invited the 

women from our church and our 

community to be our guests for a 

Mad Hatter’s Valentine’s day tea and 

luncheon.  Iva Wasielewski welcomed 

our guests and led us in prayer.  Our 

fellowship hall is always inviting and 

festive thanks to Iva Wasielewski. 

Many thanks to: Bobette Elkins and 

her 

friend 

Deb for 

making 

the table 

favors, 

bud vases adorned with hats, 

ribbons, lace, & 

fabrics. Very 

Clever & Cute… 

Thanks To Rose 

and Cheryl Lenig 

for planning the 

sandwiches 

menu & 
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providing 

the fixins’, 

and to our 

kitchen 

crew, for 

putting the 5 different sandwiches 

together. They were amazing! Tea 

and cookies, tea and cookies, go 

together like (you fill in the blanks) 

YOU can’t 

have one 

without 

the other! 

Again, 

thanks to 

Rose and 

Cheryl 

Lenig  

Since it was a “Mad Hatter’s tea 

party, all were encouraged to wear 

hats.  Not just hats, but Crazy hats.. 

Oh, the stories 

these hats had 

to tell…from 

Mary Ann, 

peacock 

feathers are a 

symbol of royalty.  

From Linda, my hat 

is covered in 

smiles-as are most 

of the walls in my 

house and my top.  

Thanks to all my 

friends who keep 

giving me “smiley 

things”. From 

Pam, a friend 

made it for my 

chemo.  It helps 

me and her 

with our 

cancers. 

Being the 

good friend 

that Ann is, 

she agreed to wear Iva’s fishing hat; 

not a picture of a fish on the hat, but 

evidently the entire “Billy Bass” 

jumped through 

the hat.  From 

Sandy, a symbol 

of spring with 

fruit, plants and 

a bird. From 

Myrna, I wore 

my hat at 

Christian 

Women, Pam 

put the pom 

poms on the 

cap. It makes me 

laugh. From Bette, 

worn by her sister 

Debbie.  Cj’s Tea 

Party, I accept to 

come-but 

Please NO PEAS! 

You have to 

know the story 

to understand…  

From Joyce, my 

hat was a gift from my friend Chris in 

New Mexico.  She knew I was out 

walking in the sun 

every day.  How-w-w-

DEE-E-E-E! Minnie 

Pearl’s Valentine hat. 

Near to my heart, a 

3rd prize winner, worn 

by Sue. Another How-

w-w-DEE-E-E-E - was inspired by the 

late Minnie Pearl, kicked up a notch 

with lights and bling!! I enjoyed her 

smile and 

laughter, 

worn by 

Karen.  

Did you 

know 

that the 

$1.98 

price tag 

hanging from her hat started when 

she forgot to remove the tag from 

the dime store 

flowers that she put 

in her hat and…her 

hat had been on 

display in he 

Smithsonian 

National Museum of 

American History in 

Washington D.C.? From Ruby, I chose 

my hat style because my friends Jean 

and Janet had the 

veil and bow to 

make it.  From Sue, 

I love spring 

flowers.  Having a 

garden party, 

hoping spring will come real, real 

soon.  I cut the flowers off the stems 

and my husband arranged them.  The 

corsage was 

made a year 

ago for a 

Mother-

Daughter 

banquet at Sauk 

Town Church. From Jean, picked my 

hat because it fits so well, 

description-

tiny hat.  

From Patty, 

my hat was 

given to me 

by Mark, 

my youngest.  

 He lived in St. Petersburg, Russia and 

brought it for me.  It’s made of rabbit 

fur and has flaps so you can cover 

your ears.  It’s warm!  From 

Margaret, Here comes 

summer, along with 

the bumble 

bees.  From 

Janet, 

“straw” hats 

are important to keep the 

sun off of our heads. 
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Because everyone loves 

Hershey Kisses, 2nd prize 

winner, Karen wore a 

favorite candy, hat. 

  From 

Lisa, a 

black 

pillbox 

fascinator, worn as an alternative to 

a hat, a fun craft project.  

From 

Angie, a 

snowman 

tucked 

away under 

her hat 

band, just 

trying to 

stay warm. From Rose, volcanic 

flower 

eruption-

mossy green 

slopes with 

greenery and 

various 

flowers 

erupting in an 

avalanche of 

color.  The valley is sprouting various 

herbs and spring flowers, all tied 

together with greenish blue ribbons.  

From Deb, 1st prize 

winner’s hat made 

of newspaper and 

tissue paper 

decorated with 

flowers, paper lace 

and a red tea cup.  Wanted a hat that 

would be lightweight and 

comfortable, covered with my 

favorite things. 

 This was my Dad’s good hat to wear 

to church and 

family doings.  I 

keep it in 

memory of him, 

says Phyllis.  

Pastor JoEllyn, an avid knitter, finds 

when life gives you 

everything, Knit. 

She Wore a Knitting 

hat inscribed  

with Psalm 139:13  

“For 
you formed 
my inward 
parts; 
 you” knitted” 
me together 
in my 
mother's womb.” 
 The ladies voted for what they 

thought was the Craziest Hat. We 

had three gift certificate prize 

winners, 1st Place, Deb, all her 

favorite things hat, 2nd place Karen, 

with her favorite candy of a hat, 

Hershey’s 

Chocolate 

Kiss, and 

finally 3rd 

place, Sue, 

with her 

Howdee 

Heart Hat.  

 

Wish I had 

found pictures to share of these hats 

without names: This hat means a lot 

to me because it belongs to my 

daughter.  I don’t really know where 

she got it, but it means a lot to me 

because it’s hers.  Another lady called 

it her Mary Poppins hat. I am a 

cowgirl and love horses, had a pony 

growing up.  I love pinks and reds and 

Valentine’s Day.  I am a gardener and 

have a love for flowers.  As a child 

of God we are princesses and 

ambassadors of the Lord. My hat is 

from a 93yr old lady that I took 

care of in her home. 

 

The ladies had a wonderful & fun 

time sharing their hats and what they  

meant to them. Thanks for all who 

came. It was a great time of 

fellowship. 

Pictures of the Mad Hatter Tea & Luncheon 

provided by Bette… If any pictures were not 

with the correct hats, please forgive, I was 

going by my “ faulty  memory” in putting 

them together with descriptions.  

 

Below are a few of the door award 

table favors… 
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Our March 12, 2019 meeting will be 
our Call to Prayer and Self Denial 
observance and offering, with our 
biblical meal, 9:30 am at the church.  
Barbara Parker will give our Program 
We will all contribute to our meal. 
We will also discuss and put the final 
touches on the upcoming Euchre 
Night FUNdraiser. 

Please join us, we will be saving  
you a seat…  

 
Hope we see you at our upcoming 

March FUNdraiser 
CABIN FEVER EUCHRE 

FUNDRAISER: 
The date for The UMW Euchre 

Night FUNdraiser is coming soon 
Saturday, Mar. 23, 5 – 9 pm (cst).. 
Grab your partner, invite your friends 

and Reserve your teams spot  
at the  table. There are two teams of 

two people (per table) 
 $10 per person,  cards start @ 6 pm  
 Soup & Sandwich will be available   
5- 6 PM  for $5 per person..  Don’t 

know how to play Euchre?  No 
problem it is an easy game to 

learn……. 

 The Ladies are asking for 
donations of items for their Silent 

Auction. Any & All would be 
greatly appreciated. Please 

prayerfully consider what item or 
items you could donate to the 

cause..   
  All proceeds go to support the UMW 

Mission projects such as: 
New Prairie Back Packs for Schools; RP 

School/Prairie View; Front Line 
Foundation; First Step Ministry; 
Worthy Women’s Recovery & 

Women’s Care Center,(all in Laporte) 
Bashor Home (Goshen);  

 Lucille Raines…. Thank You! 

The following was the devotion at my 
most recent Homespun Harmony 
Extension Homemakers 
meeting,given  by Sandy….. 

I’m Not Lucky. I’m Blessed. 

http://www.daily-devotionals.com/im-not-
lucky-im-blessed/ 

It’s that time of year when we are 
heading toward St. Patrick’s 
Day.  Lots of people have fun talking 
about the “Luck of the Irish,” the 
Blarney Stone, and shamrocks.  And 
some folks mention finding four leaf 
clovers and how they are supposed 
to give them good luck. 
All this is fun!  Dressing in green for 
the day, and maybe going on a 
Shamrock Hunt, but when we walk 
with Jesus, we know that He is 
involved in the circumstances of our 
lives.  We don’t have to go around 
hoping that things will work out for 
the best.  We pray and put our faith 
in Him.  We know it’s not by chance 
when things work out well for 
us.  God answers prayer and He 
blesses those who love and follow 
Him. 
If the person who wishes me good 
luck is a Christian, I sometimes say 
something like, “I’m not lucky.  I’m 
blessed.”  Or “I don’t believe in 
luck.  I believe in blessings.”   As 
Christians we sometimes fall into the 
trap of talking the way others 
talk.  But we need to think of what 
we are saying. Instead of “Good 
luck,” how much better to say, “Be 
blessed,” “God be with you,” or “I’ll 
be praying for you.” 
Let’s live by Psalm 37:4-5.  We are 
told to delight ourselves in the 
LORD.   When we do, we are 
promised that He will give us the 
desires of our heart.  A condition is 
this: Commit your way to the LORD; 
trust also in Him, and He will do it. 
When we commit our lives day by 
day to the Lord and delight in Him, 
He puts His desires within us and 
then brings them to pass.  So who 
needs luck? Not I! Only Jesus!! 
 
Be sure to Check out our Website at  
www.umcrp.org..  The Heavens’ 
Garden pages has been updated with 
our recent additions to God’s 
Garden… 

Sharing a few more pics from the 
Mad Hatter Tea.. You missed a great 
time if you couldn’t attend.. 
 
Leigh is the ultimate Hat wearer. 

Wearing a 
black hat, 
with a red 
heart tucked 
behind the 
red scarf 
around the 
brim.. 

 
Jenny attended 
with her friend 
Pam Dixon. She 
wore a black 
derby hat with 
white ribbon.  

 
Sue Hartwick’s 
hubby, Dan did 
an awesome job 
of arranging the 
flowers on her 
hat. Wanted you 
to see the back…  

 
Loved Penny’s 
hat, simple, but 
lovely with a trace 
of spring flowers.. 
 

Looks like 
Cheryl is 
having a good 
time as Pastor 
JoEllyn 
describes 
Roses’ 
hat..Cheryl 

was our co-sandwich coordinator..  
 
A few 
more 
 of the 
awesome 
table 
favors.  

 

http://www.umcrp.org/

