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Parish Staff

Fr. Leonard Gicheru
Pastor
frleonard@stmonicake.org

Reverend Darwin Dupree, Sr.

Deacon
dawn2127@hotmail.com

Brad Geist
Pastoral Associate
bgeist@stmonicake.org

Biviana Radillo
Office Manager
bradillo@stmonicakc.org

Ramonda Doakes

Religious Education

Safety Environment Coordinator
rdoakes@stmonicake.org

Rita Womack

Food Pantry/Social Services
Director
ritawomack70@yahoo.com

Richard Jolevette
Custodian

Melvin Kerr
Choir/Music Ministry

George Hans
Accountant
finance@stmonicake.org

Mass Schedule:

9:00 a.m. Sunday Service

9:00 a.m. Wednesday Mass

6:00 p.m. Wednesday Prayer Service

Main Office Hours:
9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.
Mon, Wed, Thur & Fri
(816) 471-3696
www.stmonicakc.org
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From our Pastor Third Sunday of Lent

The Thirst we Hide.

In this weekend gospel we read from the encounter of Jesus and the
Samaritan woman. There is one small detail in this Gospel that speaks
volumes: the woman came to the well at noon. No one fetched water at
noon unless they were trying to avoid someone. The sun was high. The
heat was intense. The village women would have come in the cool of
morning, laughing, talking, sharing news. But she came alone.

Some of us know what that feels like. We know what it means to adjust
our schedule to avoid certain conversations. We know what it means to
carry silent regret. We know what it means to feel defined by our past.
This Samaritan woman is not just a historical figure — she represents
every person who has ever tried to live quietly with unresolved thirst.

And right there, at the place of her avoidance, Jesus meets her. He does
not wait for her in the synagogue. He does not demand that she fix her life
first. He sits at a well — tired, thlrsty, and vulnerable — and begins a
conversation.

“Give me a drink”

The Son of God makes
Himself dependent on
her. Think about that. The
Creator of oceans asks for
a sip of water. God begins
not with accusation, but
with relationship. Not
with correction, but with
connection.

Jesus and the Samaritan Woman, by Jesus Mafa
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continued from page 1

At first, she resists. There are barriers: Jew and
Samaritan. Man and woman. Moral teacher and
complicated past. But Jesus gently dismantles every wall.
He moves the conversation from water in a bucket to
water in the soul. From physical thirst to spiritual
hunger.

“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again.

That sentence exposes more than a well. It exposes the
human condition. We drink from many wells: success,
reputation, relationships, comfort, pleasure, control. Yet
somehow, we return thirsty. We promise ourselves, “If I
just fix this one thing, I'll be satisfied.” And still,
something inside remains unsettled.

Jesus is not condemning her five husbands. He is
revealing a pattern. She has been searching for security,
identity, belonging. And none of it has lasted. When
Jesus names her truth, He does it without humiliation.
He does not shame her. He does not turn away. Instead,
the conversation deepens. She shifts from defensiveness
to theology. From avoidance to spiritual curiosity. “Sir, I
can see you are a prophet.”

And here is the most beautiful transformation: she leaves
her water jar behind.

The jar represented her routine, her burden, her daily
survival. When she meets Christ, she forgets it. She runs
back to the very town she once avoided. The woman
who came alone now becomes a witness. The one who
hid now proclaims. The one defined by her past now
announces hope: “Come see a man who told me
everything I have done”

Notice — she does not say, “He shamed me.” She says,
“He saw me.” That is the difference. When Jesus truly
sees us, we no longer need to hide. And when we are no
longer hiding, we become missionaries — not because
we are perfect, but because we have been found.

Perhaps the question for us this week is simple: What jar
are we still clutching? What noon-time avoidance is
God waiting to transform? Christ is still sitting at the
well. And He is still offering living water.

Fr. Leonard Gicheru

Readings for the Week

Monday: 2 Kings 5:1-15ab; Psalm 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4;
Luke 4:24-30

Tuesday: Daniel 3:25, 34-43; Psalm 25:4-5ab, 6 and
7bc, 8-9; Matthew 18:21-35

Wednesday: Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9; Psalm 147:12-
13, 15-16, 19-20; Matthew 5:17-19

Thursday: Jeremiah 7:23-28; Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9;
Luke 11:14-23

Friday: Hosea 14:2-10; Psalm 81:6¢c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-
11ab, 14 and 17; Mark 12:28-34

Saturday: Hosea 6:1-6; Psalm 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-
21ab; Luke 18:9-14

Sunday: 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Psalm 23:1-3a,
3b-4, 5, 6; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41

Liturgical Assignments
Sunday, March 15, 2026

Lectors: Michele Jones, Rose Roos

Servers: All Servers

Welcome: Peter Callan

Ushers: Team C

Eucharistic Ministers: Rose Roos, Katie Stewart,

Kirk Thaw, Shirley Thaw, Pat Williams, Rita
Womack

Offering Reports
Sunday, March 1, 2026

Regular Offering: $6,128.75
Fundraising Campaign: $4,808.00
Our Lady of Sorrows: $5,193.90
Miscellaneous: 50.00
Total $16,180.65

Fundraising Campaign
Weekly Update

Goal $2,500,000
Total Amount Pledged $423,072
Percentage of Goal Pledged 16.92%
Actual Cash Received to Date $68,146



Announcements

Women s Bible Study

¥ Ladies, please mark your
calendars for an amazing
"\ opportunity to explore
~ the Word of God

%o, together. Our Women’s

Bible Study group will
meet every first and third Saturday from 9:30 to

11:00 am. This is a fantastic chance to grow
spiritually and delve into the teachings of the
Bible in a supportive and engaging environment.
For more information, please contact Paula Nix
at (816) 471- 3696 or mspaula.pn@gmail.com.

Leglon of Mary Meeting

Please join us for the Legion
of Mary, Our Lady of
Kibeho/Our Lady of
Sorrows Praesidium
meetings every Monday at 4
PM at Our Lady of Sorrows,
except on the last Monday of the month, when
we meet at 4 PM here at St. Monica in the St.
Monica building. Your presence will be greatly
appreciated, and we look forward to seeing you
there!

Seder Meal

Celebrate the Seder Meal
: with us in Ferguson Hall
. on April 1 at 6:00 PM.
~ Reserve your spot with a
g 520 prepaid donation,
= collected after Mass
starting today and on the following Sundays.

We're seeking volunteers for set-up, serving, and

clean up—your help will make this evening
meaningful. To RSVP or volunteer, please see
Donna Murff after Mass.

SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2026

Wednesday Prayer Service
Join us every Wednesday
Stud from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM for
God’s Word our uplifting prayer service.
We start with an inspiring
song, followed by the rosary,
and engaging readings.
Together, we will discuss the upcoming Sunday
gospel, share our prayer intentions, and conclude
with a powerful closing prayer. Come and strengthen
your faith with our community!

Stations of The Cross

Join us every Friday during
Lent at 6 PM in the Church
~to pray the Stations of the
Cross. Let us come together
" in faith and reflection for
this meaningful devotion.
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The Prayer of St. Monica

Cast yourself with confidence into
the arms of God and be very sure of ¢
this, if God wants anything of you, :

He will fit you for your work and <«

give you the strength to do it. <
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Please send bulletin announcements to
Biviana at bradillo@stmonicakc.org by
noon on Wednesdays.

“A CHURCH ALIVE IS WORTH THE DRIVE!”



USRS LISl

Prayer List Leadership Corner

Hospitality Usher Ministry

Coordinators
Kim Urenda Mary Pearison
Mary Alexander Charles Nzali
Stephanie Broils Erin Pullen
Arimeta Dupree Katie Steward
: ' : Carolyn Greene  Vicki Schackelford
Jeanette Hamilton, Vera Brown, Kevin Brown, N .
. De'Trice Green Anson Taitt
Vauncille Bartlett, Mary Ann Grayson, Donald . .
Parson, Elaine Lomax, Cheryl Warren, Elaine Johnson Shll‘l(.iy' Thaw
Chaunceyetta Mize, Rhea Holloman, Melva Phaedra Lombard  Don Williams, Sr.
McClellan, Velma Jennings, Brenda A. Martin, Alphonse Mendy

Marcella Vaughn, Paris Harrington, Michael Lucas,
Lola Jacobs, Evalena Davidson (mother of Dan
Davidson), Javan Hardy, Frankie Kemp, Carmelita
Newman, Conrad McDonald, Opal C. Blankinship,
Patrice Williams (daughter of Pat and Don

Williams), John James, Barbara Walters, Janee Calendar Of Events

Green (daughter of Pam and Ronald Green), .
Jublatee O'Neal (New Parishioner), Bonita Akridge, thls Week

Lawrence Ramirez, Edward H. Franklin, Jr. (Father

of Tracey Franklin Bradford), Sean Curry (Son of SUNDAY. MARCH 8

Angela Curry), Bettye Young, Don Williams, 9:00 AM Mass

Deacon Darwin Dupree, Ramonda Doakes, 10:00 AM Dance Rehearsal

Yesheka Alexander (daughter of James and Mary 10:30 AM OCIA Class (STM)

Alexander), Carolyn Turner 10:30 AM Green Team Meeting (FH)

Please notify Father Leonard when you or a family 10:45 AM GriefShare Group (CH)

member have become homebound or admitted to the 5. 3 0P Obl fC ion Abb ST
hospital. Please call the parish office at (816) 471-3696 or : M ates of Conception ey (STM)
email frleonard@stmonicakc.org.

Office of Child & Youth Protection- Sexual Abuse MONDAY, MARCH 9

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to

combatting sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a TUESDAY, MARCH 10

victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect

sexual abuse: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11

1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the 9:00 AM Mass

victim is currently under the age of 18), and 6:00 PM Prayer Service

2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and If

the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of THURSDAY’ MARCH 12
the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph. report the suspected

abuse to the Diocesan Ombudsman at 816.213.6024 or

ombudsman@ombudsmankcsj.org FRIDAY, MARCH 13

The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and

healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families. SATURDAY, MARCH 14 .

Please contact the Victim Advocate, at 816.714.2357 or 11:30 AM Altar & Rosary Society (FH)

victimadvocate@diocesekcsj.org for more information.
Safety Environment Coordinator for St. Monica Parish -
Ramonda Doakes, P-(816) 457- 5538, E- rdoakes@stmonicakc.org
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*If you do not see your event listed, please contact the parish office
at (816) 471-3696
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