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Parish Staff

Fr. Leonard Gicheru
Pastor
frleonard@stmonicake.org

Reverend Darwin Dupree, Sr.
Deacon
dawn2127@hotmail.com

Brad Geist
Pastoral Associate
bgeist@stmonicake.org

Biviana Radillo
Office Manager
bradillo@stmonicakc.org

Ramonda Doakes

Religious Education

Safety Environment Coordinator
rdoakes@stmonicake.org

Rita Womack

Food Pantry/Social Services
Director
ritawomack70@yahoo.com

Richard Jolevette
Custodian

Melvin Kerr
Choir/Music Ministry

George Hans
Accountant
finance@stmonicake.org

Mass Schedule:

9:00 a.m. Sunday Service

9:00 a.m. Wednesday Mass

6:00 p.m. Wednesday Prayer Service

Main Office Hours:
9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.
Mon, Wed, Thur & Fri
(816) 471-3696
www.stmonicakc.org
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From our Pastor First Sunday of Lent

When Hunger Feeds the Soul

Every year, Lent begins not with comfort, but with confrontation. The
Gospel for this First Sunday places us in the desert with Jesus — not a
peaceful retreat, but a battlefield. The Spirit leads Him there, and the first
thing we learn is this: being led by God does not mean avoiding struggle.
Sometimes it means facing it.

After forty days of fasting, Jesus is hungry. The tempter comes precisely
at His weakest moment. That is how temptation works. It does not strike
when we are strong and alert; it comes when we are tired, stressed,
lonely, or discouraged. The devil’s first suggestion sounds reasonable:
“Turn these stones into bread.” In other words, satisfy yourself first. Jesus
refuses, teaching us that life is not sustained by bread alone but by God’s
Word. The first battle of Lent is learning that our deepest hunger is
spiritual, not material.

The second temptation is more subtle: “Throw yourself down. God will
catch you.” Here the devil even quotes Scripture. This is the tempation to
to manipulate God —
to demand signs, to
expect Him to prove
Himself on our terms.
Jesus answers firmly:
“You shall not put the | &
Lord to the test. Faith |
is not bargaining with
God,; it is trusting
Him.

continued on page 2
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Finally comes the third temptation: power, glory, and
success without sacrifice. “All these I will give you if
you worship me?” This is the shortcut temptation —
wanting the crown without the cross, the victory
without the struggle, the resurrection without Good
Friday. Jesus’ response is decisive: “The Lord your
God shall you worship, and Him alone shall you
serve.” With that, the devil leaves.

Notice something important: Jesus does not defeat
temptation by arguing feelings or opinions. He
answers with Scripture — the living Word of God.
This tells us how we fight our own battles. Lent is not
just about giving up chocolate or soda. It is about
strengthening the soul with prayer, Scripture, fasting,
and acts of charity so that when temptation comes,
we stand firm.

Each of us has a desert. It may be a difficult
relationship, a private struggle, a hidden fear, or a
persistent sin. We often want God to remove the
desert. But the Gospel shows that God sometimes
leads us into it — not to abandon us, but to
strengthen us. The desert is where illusions fall away.
It is where we discover what really sustains us. It is
where faith becomes real.

And notice how the story ends: after the battle,
angels come and minister to Jesus. God does not
leave us alone after our struggles. Grace always
follows perseverance. Strength always follows
surrender. Victory always follows fidelity.

This Lent, do not be afraid of your desert. Enter it
with Jesus. Face your temptations honestly. Feed
your soul with God’s Word. Worship Him alone. If you
do, you will discover that the desert is not a place of
defeat — it is the place where saints are formed and
hearts are made free.

Challenge for the Week: Identify one temptation that
most often pulls you away from God. Bring it to
prayer each day this week and respond to it as Jesus
did — with truth, trust, and total devotion to the
Lord.

Fr. Leonard Gicheru

Readings for the Week

Monday: Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18; Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 15;
Matthew 25:31-46

Tuesday: Isaiah 55:10-11; Psalm 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17,
18-19; Matthew 6:7-15

Wednesdag: Jonah 3:1-10; Psalm 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-
19; Luke 11:29-32

Thursday: Esther C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Psalm 138:1-
2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8; Matthew 7:7-12

Friday: Ezekiel 18:21-28; Psalm 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a,
7bc-8: Matthew 5:20-26

Saturday: Deuteronomy 26:16-19; Psalm 119:1-2, 4-
5, 7-8; Matthew 5:43-4

Sunday: Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 33:4-5, 18-19, 20,
22; 2 Timothy 1:8b-10; Matthew 17:1-9

Liturgical Assignments
Sunday, March 1, 2026

Lectors: Youth

Servers: All Servers

Welcome: Contact Parish Office

Ushers: Team A

Eucharistic Ministers: Ronald Green, Carolyn

Greene, Ben Gruber, Sharon Hardy, Elaine
Johnson, Syrtiller Kabot

Offering Reports
Sunday, February 15, 2026

Regular Offering: $4,095.00
Food Pantry: $135.00
Fundraising Campaign: $381.00
Total $4,611.00

Fundraising Campaign
Weekly Update

Goal $2,500,000
Total Amount Pledged $423,072
Percentage of Goal Pledged 16.92%
Actual Cash Received to Date $58,332



Announcements

Women s Bible Study

¥ Ladies, please mark your
s calendars for an amazing
opportunity to explore
the Word of God
together. Our Women’s

Bible Study group will
meet every first and third Saturday from 9:30 to

11:00 am. This is a fantastic chance to grow
spiritually and delve into the teachings of the
Bible in a supportive and engaging environment.
For more information, please contact Paula Nix
at (816) 471- 3696 or mspaula.pn@gmail.com.

Leglon of Mary Meeting

Please join us for the Legion
of Mary, Our Lady of
Kibeho/Our Lady of
Sorrows Praesidium
meetings every Monday at 4

PM at Our Lady of Sorrows,
except on the last Monday of the month, when

we meet at 4 PM here at St. Monica in the St.
Monica building. Your presence will be greatly
appreciated, and we look forward to seeing you
there!

GriefShare Support Group

If you have experienced
the loss of a loved one and
would like to participate
in the GreifShare Group,
please contact Kim

Urenda to reserve your
spot. This 13-week group will meet after mass on

Sundays starting today, February 22nd, at 10:45
am. This group has a personalized workbook for
you to use during your grief journey for a $20
fee.

Knights of Peter Claver- Fourth
Degree Ladies of Grace Division, Fr.
Phillip Chapter #17 celebrates 45
years. Honor the 12 gifted, talented

Ladies who started our Chapter.
St. Peter Claver Pray for Us.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2026

Wednesday Prayer Service
Join us every Wednesday
Stud from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM for
God’s Word our uplifting prayer service.
We start with an inspiring
song, followed by the rosary,
and engaging readings.
Together, we will discuss the upcoming Sunday
gospel, share our prayer intentions, and conclude
with a powerful closing prayer. Come and
strengthen your faith with our community!

Stations of The Cross

Join us every Friday during
Lent at 6 PM in the Church

~ to pray the Stations of the
Cross. Let us come together
~""% in faith and reflection for

™ this meaningful devotion.
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We are grateful to our Church Family for
your prayers and heartfelt expressions of
sympathy after the loss of our son, Craig
K. Hughes. Your support and presence at
the service at St. James meant so much

to us.
Mike and Alma Hughes
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The Prayer of St. Monica 7
>

Cast yourself with confidence into %
the arms of God and be very sure of <«
this, if God wants anything of you, <

He will fit you for your work and

give you the strength to do it. N
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“A CHURCH ALIVE IS WORTH THE DRIVE!”



(D3]

Prayer List

Jeanette Hamilton, Vera Brown, Kevin Brown,
Vauncille Bartlett, Mary Ann Grayson, Donald
Parson, Elaine Lomax, Cheryl Warren,
Chaunceyetta Mize, Rhea Holloman, Melva
McClellan, Velma Jennings, Brenda A. Martin,
Marcella Vaughn, Paris Harrington, Michael Lucas,
Lola Jacobs, Evalena Davidson (mother of Dan
Davidson), Javan Hardy, Frankie Kemp, Carmelita
Newman, Conrad McDonald, Opal C. Blankinship,
Patrice Williams (daughter of Pat and Don
Williams), John James, Barbara Walters, Janee
Green (daughter of Pam and Ronald Green),
Jublatee O'Neal (New Parishioner), Bonita Akridge,
Lawrence Ramirez, Edward H. Franklin, Jr. (Father
of Tracey Franklin Bradford), Sean Curry (Son of
Angela Curry), Bettye Young, Don Williams,
Deacon Darwin Dupree, Ramonda Doakes,
Yesheka Alexander (daughter of James and Mary
Alexander), Carolyn Turner

Please notify Father Leonard when you or a family
member have become homebound or admitted to the
hospital. Please call the parish office at (816) 471-3696 or
email frleonard@stmonicakc.org.

Office of Child & Youth Protection- Sexual Abuse

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to
combatting sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a
victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect
sexual abuse:

1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the
victim is currently under the age of 18), and

2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and If
the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of
the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph. report the suspected
abuse to the Diocesan Ombudsman at 816.213.6024 or
ombudsman@ombudsmankcsj.org

The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and
healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families.
Please contact the Victim Advocate, at 816.714.2357 or
victimadvocate@diocesekcsj.org for more information.

Safety Environment Coordinator for St. Monica Parish -

icake. org

Leadership Corner

"":‘

Parish Executive Leadership

Janice Smith Lawrence Blankinship
Carolyn Greene Elton Lombard
Shirley Thaw Fr. Leonard Gicheru

African Proverb

If you want to go fast go alone. If you
want to go far go together.

God gives nothing to those who keep
their arms crossed.

Calendar of Events
this Week

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22

9:00 AM Mass
10:00 AM Dance Rehearsal

10:30 AM OCIA Class (STM)

10:45 AM GriefShare Group (CH)

2:00 PM 4th Degree KPC Ladies (STM)
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23

4:00 PM Legion of Mary Meeting (STM)

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25
9:00 AM Mass

6:00 PM Prayer Service

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28

*If you do not see your event listed, please contact the
parish office at (816) 471-3696




