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Is temptation good? Certainly it’s not a sin to be tempted. Otherwise our Lord
could never have been tempted Himself. But He was. And so are we. 

As we enter into the first full week of Lent, we are given the opportunity to ponder
the story of Jesus’ temptation in the desert.

Temptation is never from God. But God does permit us to be tempted. Not so that
we fall, but so that we grow in holiness. Temptation forces us to rise up and make a
choice either for God or for the temptation. Though mercy and forgiveness are
always offered when we fail, the blessings that await those who overcome
temptation are numerous.

Jesus’ temptation did not increase His holiness, but it did afford Him the
opportunity to manifest His perfection within His human nature. It is that
perfection we seek and His perfection that we must strive to imitate as we face the
temptations of life. 

Let’s look at five clear “blessings” that can come from enduring the temptations of
the evil one. Ponder these carefully and slowly:

Enduring a temptation and conquering it helps us see the strength of God in
our lives.

1.

    2. Temptation humbles us, stripping away our pride and our struggle of thinking 
        we are self-reliant and self-made.
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  3. There is great value in completely rejecting  the devil. 
      This not only robs him of his ongoing power to 
       deceive us, but it also clarifies our vision of who he is  
       so that we can continue to reject him and his works.

  4. Overcoming temptation clearly and definitively 
       strengthens us in every virtue.

  5. The devil would not tempt us if he were not 
      concerned about our holiness. Thus, we should see 
      temptation as a sign that the evil one is losings hold of   
      our lives.

Overcoming temptation is like acing an exam, winning a
contest, completing a difficult project or accomplishing
some challenging feat. We should take great joy in
overcoming temptation in our lives, realizing that this
strengthens us to the core of our being. As we do so, we
must also do so in humility, realizing that we have not
accomplished this on our own but only by the grace of
God in our lives.

The opposite is true also. When we fail a particular
temptation over and over again, we get discouraged and
tend to lose the little virtue we have. Know that any and
every temptation from the evil one can be overcome.
Nothing is too great. Nothing is too difficult.

Humble yourself in confession, seek the help of a
confidant, fall on your knees in prayer, trust in the
almighty power of God. Overcoming temptation is not
only possible, it is a glorious and transforming experience
of grace in your life. 

Reflect, today, upon Jesus facing the devil in the desert
after spending 40 days of fasting. He faced every
temptation of the evil one so as to assure us that if we but
unite ourselves completely to Him in His human nature,
so we also will have His strength to overcome anything
and everything the vile devil throws our way.

First Sunday of
Lent
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Catholic Prayer for the Week

My dear Lord, after spending 40 days of fasting and
prayer in the dry and hot desert, You allowed Yourself
to be tempted by the evil one. The devil attacked You
with all he had, and You easily, quickly and definitively
defeated him, rejecting his lies and deceptions. Give me
the grace I need to overcome every temptation I
encounter and to rely completely upon You without
reserve. Jesus, I trust in You. Amen
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R e g u l a r  O f f e r i n g :

F o o d  P a n t r y :

D e b t  R e d u c t i o n :

M i s c e l l a n e o u s :

T o t a l

$ 3 , 1 6 8 . 0 0

$ 3 9 7 . 0 0

$ 2 7 0 . 0 0

$ 5 , 0 2 5 . 0 0

$ 8 , 8 6 0 . 0 0

Monday: Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18; Psalms
19:8, 9, 10, 15; Matthew 25:31-46

Tuesday: Isaiah 55:10-11; Psalms  34:4-5,
6-7, 16-17, 18-19; Matthew 6:7-15

Wednesday: Jonah 3:1-10; Psalms 51:3-4,
12-13, 18-19; Luke 11:29-32

Thursday: 1 Peter 5:1-4; Psalms 23:1-3a, 4,
5, 6; Matthew 16:13-19

Friday: Ezekiel 18:21-28; Psalms 130:1-2, 3-
4, 5-7a, 7bc-8; Matthew 5:20-26

Saturday: Deuteronomy 26:16-19; Psalms
119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Matthew 5:43-48

Sunday: Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18;
Psalms 116:10, 15, 16-17, 18-19; Romans
8:31b-34; Mark 9:2-10

Readings for the
Week

Today's Readings
First Reading — “See, I am now establishing
my covenant with you and your descendants
after you” (Genesis 9:8-15)

Psalm — “Your ways, O Lord, are love and
truth to those who keep your covenant”
(Psalms 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9)

Second Reading — “Christ suffered for sins
once, the righteous for the sake of the
unrighteous, that he might lead you to God” (1
Peter 3:18-22)

Gospel — “This is the time of fulfillment. The
kingdom of God is at hand” (Mark 1:12-15)

Saints & Special
Observances
Sunday: First Sunday of Lent

Monday: 1988 Curtis Guillory, Ordained
Catholic Bishop of Galveston, TX

Wednesday: Saint Peter Damian

Thursday: Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle;
2001 Edward Braxton installed Bishop Lake
Charles, LA

Friday: Saint Polycarp; 1987 Carl Fisher
Ordained Catholic Bishop of Los Angeles, CA
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Offering Reports
Sunday, February 11, 2024



Prayer List
Jeanette Hamilton, Vera Brown, Kevin Brown,
Beverly Dyer, Bernadette Cook, Vauncille
Bartlett, Mary Ann Grayson, Donald and Mable
Parson, Sergio Mendoza, Earl Greene, Jr.,
Elaine Lomax, Donna Dupree, Cheryl Warren,
Chaunceyetta Mize, Rhea Holloman, Clara
Mays, Melva McClellan, Velma Jennings,
Brenda A. Martin, Margaret Sams, Debra
Johnson, Deacon Ken Greene, Marcella
Vaughn, Paris Harrington, Maxine Harvey,
Michael Lucas, Lola Jacobs, Evalena Davidson
(mother of Dan Davidson), Javan Hardy,
Frankie Kemp, Carmelita Newman, Conrad
McDonald, Greta Nash, Thurman Hall, Opal C.
Blankinship, Patrice Williams (daughter of Pat
and Don Williams), Louie Jones

THE DIOCESE OF KANSAS CITY– ST. JOSEPH - is
committed to combatting sexual abuse in the
Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse or
suspect sexual abuse,

1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline, at 
1-800-392-3728 (if the victim is currently under
the age of 18)

2. Contact your local Law Enforcement Agency,
or call 911,

3. After reporting to these civil and law
enforcement authorities, report suspected sexual
abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the
Ombudsman, Joe Crayon,
crayon@ombudsmankc.org,  if the abuse involves
a priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of the
Diocese of Kansas City- St. Joseph.

4. The Diocese has a sincere commitment to
providing healing and resources to victims of
sexual abuse and their families.
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Please notify Father Leonard when you or a
family member have become homebound or
admitted to the hospital. Please call the
parish office at (816) 471-3696 or email
frleonard@stmonicakc.org. 

Liturgical Assignments

Lectors: Diane Charity and Jackie Dunvaut

Servers: All Servers

Welcome: Kim Urenda

Ushers: Team A

Eucharistic Ministers: Crystal Miller and
Dianna Miller 

Counters: Team 3

Wednesday, February 25, 2024





support of seminarian education. Space is
limited. Stay tuned for registration and
sponsorship details. Enjoy gourmet food,
an open bar, and meet seminarian
celebrities. Don't miss out on this event!

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2024SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2024Announcements

Annual Catholic Appeal Update
We extend our heartfelt
gratitude to those of you
who have already
contributed to the Annual
Catholic Appeal. Over the
past month, your generous
donations have helped us
raise our total from $741 to

$2,896, which now represents 25% of our
annual goal of $11,697. With five months still
ahead, we are confident that, with your
continued support, we will successfully hit our
target. For those of you who haven't had the
chance to make a contribution, I kindly urge
you to consider taking an ACA envelope
available at the back of the church. Your
participation in this vital appeal for our diocese
is greatly appreciated. Once again, thank you
for your unwavering support. 

harmony of his music complementing the
heartfelt voices of our choir. Don't miss
this soulful and inspiring morning of
worship. All are invited to share in the joy
of music and faith.

Special Guest Saxophonist
On Sunday, February 25,
during the 9:00am Mass,
we will welcome
renowned saxophonist
Darryl Terrell as our
guest instrumentalist.
Experience the uplifting

Please help us keep our records current. Let us know if you move, get
a new phone number, change your email address or have a different
way you wish to be contacted. We would also like to keep our
records up-to-date concerning the members of your household; if
you have a baby, or if the baby grows up and leaves home, please let
us know. Any significant changes to your household or status (single,
married, widowed, divorced etc.) let us know. Call the church office
at (816) 471-3696 or email bradillo@stmonicakc.org.

Submit all bulletin announcements by Wednesday noon to
kmcgee@stmonicakc.org. Thank you!

Blood Pressure Checks
We are thrilled to
announce a collaborative
effort between Catholic
Charities and local nursing
schools aimed at enriching
our health ministry. As part
of this initiative, nursing

students will be available to provide blood
pressure checks following each 9:00am
Wednesday Mass. By promoting health
awareness within our parish, we strive to
enhance the overall well-being of our
community. For more information contact the
church office at (816) 471-3696.

St. John Vianney Happy Hour
Save the date for the
Third Annual St. John
Vianney Happy Hour on
Monday, May 13, from
5:30 to 7:30pm at
Boulevard Brewery. It’s a
fun-filled evening in

Synod Listening Session
Join us on Saturday, March
2, from 9:00 to 11:30am for
the Synod Interim Phase
Listening Sessions. Your
insights will be compiled
and shared with the
USCCB. These sessions

will be held at two convenient locations:
Visitation Parish: 5141 Main St., KCMO
Holy Family Parish: 919 NE 96th St.KCMO

Register now at diocesewebsite.org/synod to
secure your spot. Your presence and input are
vital as we engage in meaningful discussions
about the future of our Church. Don't miss this
opportunity to be heard and to contribute to
the dialogue. 

Altar & Rosary Membership
Join the Altar & Rosary
Society today and become
an active participant in our
parish community. We are
excited to welcome new
members who are eager to
serve and connect with

fellow parishioners. The deadline to enroll is
March 31 so don't miss out on this opportunity.
Red membership envelopes are conveniently
located on the table behind the pews, making it
easy for you to join. By becoming a member,
you'll not only enrich your own spiritual
journey but also contribute to the mission of
our church. For more information or
assistance, please don't hesitate to contact the
Parish Office at (816) 471-3696.

Guatemala Mission Trip
You’re invited to the City
on a Hill: Guatemala
Mission Trip and Pilgrimage
Info Session! Discover how
you can be part of this
impactful journey on
Wednesday, February 21 at

6:00pm in the Faustina Building at Our Lady of
Good Counsel, 500 W. 40th St. Kansas City
MO 64155. They’re looking for 30 young adults
(20s and 30s) to venture in San Andres Itzapa
this summer. Build homes, visit the
homebound, and explore spiritual growth
opportunities, including a visit to Blessed
Stanley Rother's martyrdom site. Can’t attend?
Visit www.kansascityonahill.org/guatemala
for more information.



Sunday Eucharist Celebration
  9:00 a.m.  Mass

Wednesday
9:00 a.m. Mass

 6:00 p.m. Prayer Service
First Friday Adoration

9:00 a.m.

Worship With Us

Baptism
Anointing the Sick

Marriage: (9 Months Preparation)
Reconciliation/Confirmation

Sacramental Preparation

Wednesday & Thursday
11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Call for appointment (816) 842-1877

Social Service/Food Pantry

Join Us Online!

RCIA
First Communion

Reconciliation
Men's Bible Study

Religious Education
Sunday School

Junior Youth Group
Senior Youth Group
Women's Bible Study

For more information or to schedule an appointment call (816) 471-3696


