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HOMEGOING
Mr. Humphrey “Bob” Ross,
passed on to be with our Lord, on Friday,
May 15, 2020, following a long iliness.
He was surrounded by his loved ones.
Please remember his daughter,
Stephanie, and the Ross Family in your
prayers. (Private Family Service)

Our Church Offices will be
Closed Monday, May 25t
In observance of Memorial Day.

SAINT PHILIP NERI (1515-1595)
May 26

In a shop near the Vatican, a group of
Americans laughed as the shopkeeper
showed off his fluent English and latest
souvenir, a key ring whose papal portratt,
when pressed, activated a recorded
blessing. Through the shop window, two
clerics  scowled disapproval.  The
shopkeeper grunted, “They’re a very somber
order who've left the Church. | recognize
them.” “By their long robes?” an American
asked. “Many in Rome wear robes,” replied
the shopkeeper. “It's their long faces!” When
Philip Neri arrived in sixteenth-century
Rome, there was reason to be somber.
Swiss Guards had been massacred on Saint
Peter’s steps defending the pope. Parts of
Europe were abandoning the Church. But
Philip resolved to be an “apostle of joy,”
drawing especially the young to Christ—and
frequent confession and Communion—by
his sincere interest in their problems,
prayerful example, and gentle humor. His
“Oratory,” a movement as well as a place,
provided recreation and devotion in a joyful
atmosphere of companionship, service, and
liturgy. Philip Neri challenges each of us to
begin improving Church and world by

changing ourselves with unfailing joy. —Peter
Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

FORWARD IN FAITH
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Thanks to everyone who is participating in
our “Forward in Faith” Campaign. The
campaign is to take care of our
accumulated diocesan assessment arrears
and build reserves for our parish.

Thanks to many of you, who took time

to fill in pledge cards. More pledge cards
are available in the pews.

u

Please take time to fill one out and drop
it in the collection basket. If you have
any question, please don't hesitate to
approach one of our Stewardship
Committee members, for clarification.

Your 2020 Annual Tithing Envelopes
also include “Forward in Faith”
Envelopes. Please use the Forward in
Faith envelopes toward the campaign.

Our goal is, to raise $150,000 by

October 2020. So far, we have

received $22,802, and $127,198, still to go.
The goal is huge, but God is faithful.

God bless you all.

Fr. Leoward

. Whenever

SOLEMNITY OF THE
ASCENSION OF THE LORD
(lect 58 - Vear 4)

there is doubt about
something that happened, you hope
that there were witnesses. When a
contract is signed, or a couple gets
married, there need to be witnesses.
As Jesus bids farewell to his disciples
he instructs them to “be my witnesses .
.. to the ends of the earth” (Acts 8:1).
Because they did so, the early church,
the body of Christ, as Paul calls it, grew
and flourished despite the persecution
it suffered for many vyears. The
disciples who had worked with Jesus
became witnesses who testified in
Jesus’ name. But it did not end with
them for others who had not personally
encountered Jesus in the flesh were
commissioned to witness as well. How
were they able to witness, even with the
power of the Holy Spirit that Jesus
promised? The last line of the Gospel
reveals the answer: “I am with you
always” (Matthew 28:20). Jesus was
not just with the disciples who knew him
before his death and resurrection, he
was with the early church, and he is still
with us now. Therefore, we are to be
his witnesses also, testifying to his
presence in us, to others, in the
Eucharist. We can do this, for “all
power in heaven and on earth” is behind
us (28:18).

“be my witnesses . . . to the ends
of the earth”. Acts 8.1
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How can you be a witness to Jesus’
presence here and now?






