Cedar Hedge Planting Tips

· If the trees are not going to be planted right away, keep them in the shade and keep the root balls moist.  They should be planted as soon as possible.

· The trees can be spaced 12-18-24" apart, it depends how quickly you want the privacy. With proper care, in a few years you won't be able to tell the difference. They should be planted at least 18-24" away from a fence.  Mark the spots where you are going to dig the holes.

· For maximum support for the tree, dig individual holes, especially if it’s a windy location.  A trench can be dug if you want maximum privacy, and you plan to plant the trees root ball to root ball.  In this case, you will have to keep a close eye on them for the first few months and you may need to stake them if you tire of straightening them.

· Dig a hole just big enough for the root ball. This will ensure maximum support for the tree until it roots down and gets established. If you want to add a richer soil (Triple Mix is good) around the root ball, you can dig the hole bigger, but be aware that the tree may be more likely to tip over in a windy location and may require straightening.

· Place the tree in the hole and back fill with soil, making sure the root ball is completely surrounded and there are no air pockets. Do not pack soil any higher up the trunk of the tree than what is naturally already there.

· Step down on the soil around the trunk to hold the tree straight and in the desired position.

· Place more sparce trees next to fuller ones in the hedge row.

· Water the trees after planting and continue to do so on a regular basis, with the goal of always keeping the soil moist. If you notice the soil cracking, you have not watered enough, and if the trees are sitting in a puddle all the time, you are watering too much - both will hurt the trees. Depending on the weather, 2-3 times per week should be enough for the first couple of months as the trees get established. Once they are well established, they will likely survive without watering, but they will thrive if you continue to keep the soil moist.  Major garden retailers sell moisture meters for this purpose.  A soaker hose can help water the trees slowly so that it reaches the roots.  

· Mulch can be added as it will help keep down weeds, it retains water, and it adds a tidy, finished look to your landscape.

· If the tree tips over after some wind, straighten it up and step down on the surrounding soil to reanchor.

· Do not use any fertilizer for the first couple of years. In the third or fourth season, if the trees are looking healthy, you can use a cedar fertilizer according to the manufacturer's instructions.

· Do not trim the hedge for the first year or two, until it is well established.  After that, it can be trimmed once new growth appears and every few months into the fall.  Simply clip off 1/3 to ½ of the new growth (the bright green leader at the tip of the tree).  This will promote new growth and the thickening of the hedge.

· After transplanting, the trees will look a little stressed for a while, with some yellowing and possibly some browning of branches that were damaged during the transplant.  Don’t panic! Unless they are totally brown, they will come back and began to flourish once they get through the transplant stress and establish new roots.  Also, some brown foliage die-off is normal in late summer/fall. This will drop leaving a natural winter colour that is a duller green.  A healthy cedar hedge will show new growth in the spring with a brighter green foliage.

· Once well established, your new cedar trees will grow 1-1.5’ per year, even more in ideal conditions.

Good luck! Enjoy your new, beautiful, and natural privacy hedge.
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