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Inspired by the contradictory nature of unconditional affection,
BADAN collection by OUMAEM symbolizes what one is willing to
give for their loved ones. The organs were selected as the main
elements in this collection, not only because of their importance
to humans, but also because the name of each organ is used
in many common catchphrases around the world to express
flatteries. For example, in the English language phrases such

"«

as “apple of my eye”, “on my mind”, “butterflies in my stomach”,
and “my heart” are used to demonstrate endearments. Not only
in English, but also in Arabic and other languages. For example,
“liver” is used in Arabic and Farsi to expresses love. More
aphorisms such as “my soul” and “my all” infiltrated languages that

in a way refer to organs in reference to emotions and devotions.

Although each design takes the shape of an organ, each piece
of jewelry is styled and positioned in a way that sometimes give
the illusion of other joyful objects. Unlike any other collection
designed by OUMAEM, the jewelry pieces here are meant
to be playful, colorful, and exultant. Yet they are also kitschy,
mischievous, and even gruesome to reflect the absurdity of
life. The paradox embedded within the concept is extended to
the process of manufacturing each piece and materials used.
The process is half handmade and half machine-made using
precious materials (gold, natural, and gemstones) mixed with
parts of recycled colorful poly methyl methacrylate (PMMA).

While love gives the magical power of healing, donating an organ to
loved ones is scientifically proven to give life. Everything from art
and design to science and medicine, this collection encompasses
the multidimensions of love and generosity presented in a fun
and playful conception. If there is one thing to take (or to give)
from this collection, it is to relish a colorful life filled with joy.
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wThe brain as a motif usually symbolize/s intelligence,
intellectuality,  wisdom, and the conscious. In this
..collection, the brain also represents the of memory of
loved ones and celebration of beautiful times. In English,
the phrase “you are on my mind” and its Arabic equivalent
ol (e (ala bali) demonstrate how the people we
cherish the most never escape our conscious. Thinking
of them always bring to us sweet memories. Orange is
used alongside the brain motif in this jewelry collection
because it of the color’s association with creativity.
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courtesy in Arabic is wly (e (a'ala rasey), which
ironically translates to “on my head”. The brain motif
in this collection is also meant to represents this

famous aphorism.
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N Q( Perhaps the most famous of all organs used in aphorism:
N\ of endearment is the heart. In English, one may call the
AN « n o . e w »
NN person they love “my heart”, in Spanish it is “mi corazon’,
\\\\\\ and in Arabic it is gulé The heart is a symbol of all kinds of
N love including the romantic kind. Although the V-shaped

N ) )

N\ icon of a heart is more commonly used, the anatomical
heart was selected here to demonstrate  truthful
emotions. For the heart we used red, because of the
heart’s strong association to blood.
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Since at least Ancient Greece, the heart has

been associated with emotions.

Although

many scientists argue that it is the brain that

determine these emotions, we still find our

hearts beating faster when we see our loved

ones. This is also scientifically proven to be a

natural reaction, since our emotions instruct

our bodies to produce chemicals for the heart

to beat faster.
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The heart is the main organ in the
cardiovascular system, it is responsible for
circulating the blood and delivering nutrients
to all parts of the body.
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= Lungs are one of the main organs in a human body
because they are responsible for breathing. Perhaps for
this reason many phrases use breath to express love. In
English the statement “you take my breath away’ is often
used to express the emotions of when something so
awesome happens to someone that it makes them gasps
or makes them hold their breath. For the lung we used the
color blue, because it represents cool and clean air.
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The soul is associated in many religious
texts with air and breathing. In Arabic
the word Jug) (rouhi, which translates to
“my soul”) is often used to describe loved
ones. Although we are not sure if the soul
resides in the lungs or in the air, it is safe to
symbolize life with breathing.
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Scientifically speaking, the lungs" main
function is to help the body breath
allowing oxygen to enter the body and
reach the red blood cells. It also help
the body get rid of CO2 gas as we
breath out.
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The word for in Arabic is (Kabid), in the Arabian

Peninsula it is pronounced chabid. A very strong word
to pronounce used as a term of endearment, and as an
expression of unconditional love. The source of the term
and its infiltration into the Arabic language is perhaps
related to advancement of medicine and anatomy during
the 10th century AD in the Arab world. At that time many
scientists discovered the importance of the liver. Yellow
is used alongside the liver motif, simply because the
pancreas is usually representedin a color,and it is
associated with the liver.

16

BADAN



g bl ally ayei ayalell anlill o
ol apaiuy oluwddl powa (pd wdn
o3l nd ol dibigiuo o dbiug + 0ol G0
alg . adeud (ol ool J 54T 2219 4 dlaieoll

Al auguall caillagll cilso

Scientifically speaking, The is
known as the biggest solid organ in the
human body. It extracts toxins from the
blood, regulates as moderate blood sugar
levels, normalizes blood clotting, and has
hundreds of other vital functions.
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“‘Apple of my eye’ is perhaps one of the most endearing
~phrases for one to call their cherished ones. the term
refers specifically to the pupil located in the center of
the eye. The term is very specific as it refers to the very
part of the eye-ball responsible for capturing light and
pictures. For this reason, the eye motif is engraved with
a circle to highlight the pupil. In Arabic, “my eye” or (nigic
(ayooni) is used as an affectionate term to call loved ones.
The eye as a motif takes the color green in this collection
because of the association between the color green,
envy, and the eye.
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Scientifically speaking, the eye is known
as a sensory organ. The iris detects and
controls the light allowing it to enter the
pupil. The eye also converts the light into
nerve compulsions and transmits these
signals to the brain, which forms an image
and therefore giving sight.
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Most English speakers are familiar with the phrase
‘butterflies in my stomach”, which is meant to express
the feeling one gets in the stomach when confronted with
happy moment. The stomach also represents satisfaction,
and it is the center of nutrients in the human body.
Arguably, satisfaction is a sign of wealth and therefore
the color used in stomach motif is purple — a regal color.
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The stomach as a motif is used here represents
an aphorism used in the Arabic language,
which is (4 2=y (ba’ad keli, translates roughly
to “my all’). Since the stomach is the storage
of everything we eat, it is probably safe to
use it here as a representation of what loved
ones means to us. Arguably, the stomach could
also be a signifier of prosperity and wealth,
since large feasts also reflect big fortune, we
augmented the stomach with extra diamonds.
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about the designer
Anas Alomaim is an architect, jewelry designer, and a professor

of architecture. Alomaim developed a passion for jewelry design
during a critical moment in his career. After the death of his father,
Alomaim stepped into a new phase of his life. He awakened anew
to the relationships that connect him to the women in his family.
Alomaim designed and manufactured solitaire rings for his mother
and sisters as a gesture of gratitude for their support during
this precarious time. It was then that he realized his passion for
diamonds, jewelry design, and their multifaceted beauty. Alomaim
believes that the art of design encompasses everything from a
simple spoon to a city.

After finishing his Masters of Architecture and Urban Design at
Columbia University, he moved to California to pursue his PhD at
the University of California Los Angeles. He worked on analyzing
the geometries of structures that respect the larger laws of
nature, constellation, and planets: namely, how mathematical
equations translate physically on a Cartesian coordinate system
into creating monumental objects. Alomaim participated and co-
curated several exhibitions in Kuwait, Dubai, New York City, and
Los Angeles. He also worked for academic institutions, corporate
design firms, independent architectural offices, and interned with
fashion designers, including Diane von Furstenberg.
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