
Happy August the 1st or 
as some say the start of 
the Dog days of                      
Summer. Thanks to PP 
George and the boys for 
hosting a great Bug 
Show, which netted us 
close to $2800.00                      
dollars.  Terrific meal put 
on by Optimist Kendra 
on July 17.  A little                  
different as it was hot, so 
she made a sandwich 
spread where everyone 
made their own                 
sandwiches with salads. 
Guest speaker was               
Annette Penney, a Crisis 
Response Coordinator 
with Victim Services who 
provides assistance to 
Victims of all ages but 
mostly children.  Well       
received.  Finally The 
Board accepted a new 
member to the club, 
Ralph Wind, father of 
Justin and Joel on 24  
July.  To be inducted at 
the next Dinner meeting 
in August 13th.   

 
 
 
Not much else to say 
folks, Keep an eye out for 
kids who are on holidays 
and old people like 
me.....Prez Rick. 
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Aug-22-2024• Sep-19-
2024 • Oct-17-2024     
Nov-14-2024 • Dec-12-
2024 
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BINGO DATES       
BINGO DATES 
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 2023 - 2024 Officers 
 

O.I. PRESIDENT 
Tracy Huxley              

www.optimist.org 
 

MIDWESTERN ONTARIO DISTRICT 
GOVERNOR   

Rick Gillespie                                            
rckgillespie@gmail.com 

www.optimistmwo.ca 
 

LT. GOVERNOR  ZONE 07-A 
Jeyas Balaskanthan                    

jbalaskanthan@gmail.com 
                                                             

K-W  Optimist  Club        
www.kwoptimist.org 

thekwoptimisclub@gmail.com 
 

Exec.& Board 
PRESIDENT        Rick La Rush 
PAST PRES.       Oz Gunal 
1st VICE PRES   Ralph Sperling  
2nd VICE PRES  vacant 
TREASURER      Joe MacEachen 
SECRETARY       Ian  Fraser 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

ONE YEARS 
Kendra La Rush, Bill Kern 

 Gord Beckenhauer, Jim Musselman 
 

 TWO YEAR 
Rob Parent, Bruce Curry                             
Justin Wind, Joel Wind 

 

Bulletin Editor   
GEORGE HARPER 

georgeharper3@gmail.com 
 

KW Optimist Club Meetings  
Dinner Meetings:  

2nd Tues of the month  
 

Board Meetings:   
4th Tues of the month 

 

519-885-1119 
“Please leave a message if you want 

us to return your call” 
 

Email 
thekwoptimistclub@gmail.com 

 

Location 

Camp Heidelberg  
2001 Kressler Rd.  

Heidelberg, ON N2J 3Z4 
 

Mailing Address 

PO Box 42052 550 King 
Street North 

Waterloo, ON N2L 6K5 

Make sure you attend the last summer 
dinner.  As you all know our dinners 
have been terrific from Optimist Kenda. 

August Dinner Meeting                 
August 13th 

Membership & Publicity Committee now enforce 

The board has approved to put the two committees together. Working 
together we hope for better communications and results. 
Members watch your emails for an email from us - the first phrase is for 
you to approve or change your Club Optimist Business card. 
These cards are to be given out to anyone, even if you say to someone 
here is my number and email. Lets show our cards.  
The committee will be doing a new brochure, looking at new swag, 
shirts, hats, socks and maybe even underwear.  
We need all members to 2 things - talk about what can we do to im-
prove our property. What we should be doing to get our name out there.  
I am looking at a Club story to be written. Maybe this story published? 
Run ads in local papers or even maybe even radio ads. WHAT is hap-
pening at the KW Optimist Camp. Social media also - any input from 
anyone, members are welcome. 
Optimist Frank - Chair 
Committee Members so far - Optimist George  



V O L UME 72,  ISSUE 8  PAGE 3 KW O PTIM IST C L UB -O PTI- KW- IPS  

Teddy Bear Program 
We are with the Wilmot Fire Department                 
Service now ... 
and  
NOW ... 
We have expanded into the  
Waterloo Regional Paramedic Service. 
This is a great opportunity for kids and those 
who might need a little HUG. 

Thanks to  

the Regional Paramedial Service 
https://x.com/ROWParamedics/status/18169101015567
03344 

HOBY CANADA 
HOBY Canada is a youth leader-
ship organization providing oppor-
tunities for youth to develop lead-
ership skills at no personal cost.  
HOBY Canada provides lifelong 
leadership development opportu-
nities that empower individuals to 
achieve their highest potential.  
 

K-W Optimist Members 
As you know our club has been a 
big supporter of HOBY CANADA 
as continue financial and we had 
in the pass members go to Hoby 
to help teach. 
Way to go Hoby. 
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Your District & International NEWS & 

KW O PTIM IST C L UB -O PTI- KW- IPS  

www.optimist.org www.optimistmwo.ca/ 
Visit MWO website to stay updated new information.                           

 

Optimist International  & Canadian Children’s                     
Optimist 



you are about your own.                        
To forget the mistakes of the 
past and press on to the great-
er achievements of the future.                                                                                               
To wear a cheerful counte-
nance at all times and give 
every living creature you meet 
a smile.                                                                                                                     
To give so much time to the 
improvement of yourself that 
you have no time to criticize 
others.                                                                                                                      
To be too large for worry, too 
noble for anger, too strong for 
fear, and too happy to permit 
the presence of  trouble. 

Promise Yourself   
To be so strong that nothing 
can disturb your peace of 
mind.                                          
To talk health, happiness and 
prosperity to every person you 
meet.                                                         
To make all your friends feel 
that there is something in 
them.                                                     
To look at the sunny side of 
everything and make your                     
optimism come true.                            
To think only of the best, to 
work only for the best, and to 
expect only the best.               
To be just as enthusiastic 
about the success of others as 

The Optimist Creed 
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www.kwoptimist.org 
519-885-1119                     
Please leave a                   

message 
Email 

thekwoptimistclub  
@gmail.com 

On The Funny Side 
'A SHOT OF WHISKEY' 

In the old west a .45 cartridge for a six-gun cost 12 cents, so did a 
glass of whiskey. If a cowhand was low on cash, he would often 
give the bartender a cartridge in exchange for a drink. This be-
came known as a "shot" of whiskey. 

BUYING THE FARM  

This is synonymous with dying. During WW1 soldiers were given 
life insurance policies worth $5,000. This was about the price of an 
average farm so if you died you "bought the farm" for your survi-
vors.  

IRON CLAD CONTRACT  

This came about from the ironclad ships of the Civil War. It meant 
something so strong it could not be broken. 

RIFF RAFF  

The Mississippi River was the main way of travelling from north to 
south. Riverboats carried passengers and freight but they were 
expensive so most people used rafts. Everything had the right of 
way over rafts which were considered cheap. The steering oar on 
the rafts was called a "riff" and this transposed into riff-raff, mean-
ing low class. 

COBWEB  
The Old English word for spider" was "cob". 

SHIP STATE ROOMS  

Travelling by steamboat was considered the height of comfort Pas-
senger cabins on the boats were not numbered. Instead they were 
named after states. To this day cabins on ships are called state-
rooms.  

SHOWBOAT  

These were floating theatres built on a barge that was pushed by a 
steamboat. These played small towns along the Mississippi River. 
Unlike the boat shown in the movie "Showboat", these did not have 
an engine They were gaudy and attention grabbing which is why 
we say someone who is being the life of the party is showboating". 

Come and Join Us Help Youth - Become a member Please 


