
North Haven Sons & Daughters of Italy 

Lodge 2805

P.O. Box 193, North Haven, CT 06473

How to contact our officers

Susan Velleca, President  203-239-2999
Frank Mentone, Vice President 203-410-4254
Ralph Casciello, Orator     203-239-0285
Marybeth Madigan, Recording Secretary Upon Request
Regina Najarian, Financial Secy., 203-376-8524
Mark DeFranco, Treasurer,  203-213-5378
Len Ricciardelli, Immediate Past President  203-507-6509
Denise Krause, Past President, 203-710-7397
Neil Velleca Jr., Past President 203-239-2999
Marianne Ciarleglio, Mistress Ceremonies  203-239-2868
Guard,  OPEN  
Trustees: 
Sharon Ricciardelli, 203-239-0215
Sallyann Gill, 203-645-8177
Nick Mastroianni, 203-430-0411
Gale Iannone 203-239-0454/Gary Takach, 203-623-4398
SueAnn Mentone, 203-710-4186
Angela Vitti,203-274-0001 / Jon Najarian, Upon Request
Website Address    northhavenlodge2805.club 
   
  

 

Greetings Members,

Our Lodge has a couple ways to communicate with 

our members.  We have a monthly newsletter and 

minutes. Both are emailed and the newsletter is also 

posted on our website. usually in the 3rd or 4th week of 

the month. 

You may also have them mailed to you. If you would 

like to receive your these in the mail, please let Sue 

know. To sign up to receive our Lodge emails please 

go to our website, once there, scroll down, you will 

notice an email sign up form. Fill it in and subscribe.  

Our Website address is: 

https://northhavenlodge2805.club

Our Lodge email address is 

nhsdilodge2805@outlook.com.   If you have 

something you would like to request us to share in the 

newsletter, on our website, Facebook page or in an 

email please email Lenny at Lric56@yahoo.com  or 

Sue at snoozie321@outlook.com 

Deadline for newsletter is the 20th of the month. We 

also send out emails with important updates, good 

and welfare, and when committee meetings are 

scheduled.
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President’s Message

Happy Fall!
Happy Columbus Day!  Columbus is an important part of our heritage that has been under 
attack in recent years.  We have included in the newsletter a handout “Why Columbus 
Matters” that you can use to help educate yourself and family members about Columbus.  
October is Heritage Month.  For our monthly meeting on October 7th, we are going to have a 
guest speaker, Arnaldo Aranci.  Arnaldo is the author of Nicla’s Story which retells his 
parent’s journey from war torn Tuscany to the United States.
On Friday October 17th we will be having a Fried Dough Pizza night.  Member Al Clemente 
will be singing for our entertainment, and we will also have a guest speaker. 
The CT Grand Lodge Columbus Luncheon is on November 9th.  Each year the Grand Lodge 
Honors a member from each of the state’s local lodges.  This year our lodge will honor Sally 
Gill with the Meritorious Member Award.  Please consider joining us to celebrate Sally 
award.  More information can be found in this newsletter.
Check the Newsletter for more information on everything that is going on.  Remember you 
can join any committee, it’s the best way to meet people and get involved.  We are always 
looking for help and don’t worry, you will always be welcome.
Hope to see you at the meeting or one of our events.
Susan

Would you like to share something with your Lodge in a 10-to-20-minute presentation 

after a lodge meeting

Overview

At our monthly meetings we would like to line up some speakers from time to time. The speaker can be a 

member or an outside individual. Below is a summary of some of the topics. Al and Michelle Clemente have 

volunteered to chair this committee. If you would like to join this committee, would like to be a speaker or 

know someone who would like to speak please contact Al or Michelle Clemente at 

albertrclemente@gmail.com or see them at the Lodge meeting. 

Generally accepted topics include the 

following: 

1. A past Lodge Event

2. Health related matters.

3. An historical event. 

4. Growing up in North Haven or another 

surrounding community.

5. A person of prominence that 

contributed to our country or their 

religious faith.

6. A noteworthy person or group that 

preserves Italian American traditions, & 

culture.

7. A noted composer, musician or singer

8. A science related matter

9. A unique engineering or structural 

design 

Bocce 2025

Our 2025 Champions are Angela, Joya, Judy and Lee!  Congrats to 
Sharon, Maria, Chris and Joan for 2nd place!
It was a great season.  Next year we are always looking for additional 
teams.  Will plan to start the season Mid June???
Angela's team has decided to make the donation to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital." Thanks to all that helped me out this
season (and to Ellis for doing my stats)!

Sally

October Meeting Guest Speaker

Local author Arnaldo Aranci will be the guest speaker at 
the North Haven Sons & Daughters of Italy meeting on 
Tuesday October 7th. There will be a brief business 
meeting starting at 7:00 PM followed by the author’s 
presentation.
The topic will cover his book called Nicla’s Story. It is a love 
story and a tale of survival and danger set against the 
backdrop of a war. It is full of Italian culture, language, 
food, places and history. It has received rave reviews on 
Amazon.
Arnaldo is a first generation Italian American and the book 
is inspired by his parent's experience during World War II 
in Italy. Hid dad was an Italian American soldier who met 
and married an Italian girl.
The presentation will take place at the Hope Christian 
church Hall on 211 Montowese Avenue in North Haven. It 
is open to the public and light refreshments will be served. 
There is no charge to get in.
This is the first event which honors our Heritage Month.

Bocce Finals

Our 2025 Champions are Angela, Joya, 

Judy and Lee!  Congrats to Sharon, 

Maria, Chris and Joan for 2nd place!

It was a great season.  Next year we are 

always looking for additional teams.  Will 

plan to start the season Mid June???

Angela's team has decided to make the 

donation to "St. Jude's Foundation." 

Thanks to all that helped me out this

season (and to Ellis for doing my stats)!
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Pictured in Photo, the 
participants were (left to right) 
Donna Casciello, 
Regina Najarian,
 Judy Feather, 
Georgianna Hull, 
Charlene Logan 
and 
Denise Mazzotta Krause

How You Can Help!
Please join us at the next committee meeting.  We will be discussing 

the following upcoming events and more.  If your interested in helping 

plan any of these events please come and join us.

Date of next meeting will be announced soon.

2025 Social Calendar Updates Monthly

Sunday  10/5/2025  Fashion Show
Tuesday  10/7/2025  Guest Speaker at Lodge meeting
    Author Arnaldo Aranci
Friday  10/17/2025 Fried Dough Night
Friday  11/14/2025 Murder Mystery Dinner
Sunday  12/7/2025  Christmas Party 

New Fundraising Event - If you have a desire to become an 
actress or actor, we need you to take a part in our upcoming 
Murder Mystery Dinner.
To Learn more talk Lenny or give me a call 203-507-6509 

Questions, call Frank at 203-410-5254 Prime Rib of Beef ( minimum of 10 orders) 
NY Strip with Mushroom Ajus.
Baked Stuffed Shrimp.  
Veal Parmigiana. 
Veal Ricardo 
Stuffed Filet of Sole 
Broiled Scrod  
Chicken Parmigiana.  
Chicken Ricardo  
Entree’s Include : Soup of the day House Salad. 
Garlic Bread  Pasta ,Potatoes, Vegetables,Coffee,Tea 
& Dessert   Tax & Gratuity Included. Will have sign 
up sheet at the October & November meetings. 
Please pick your choice of meal and sign up Biagettis 
Restaurant. 77Campbell Avenue. West Haven, 
Connecticut

Local author Arnaldo Aranci will be the guest 
speaker at the North Haven Sons & Daughters 
of Italy meeting on Tuesday October 7th. There 
will be a brief business meeting starting at 7:00 
PM followed by the author’s presentation.
The topic will cover his book called Nicla’s Story. 
It is a love story and a tale of survival and 
danger set against the backdrop of a war. It is 
full of Italian culture, language, food, places and 
history. It has received rave reviews on Amazon.
Arnaldo is a first generation Italian American 
and the book is inspired by his parents 
experience during World War II in Italy. Hid dad 
was an Italian American soldier who met and 
married an Italian girl.
The presentation will take place at the Hope 
Christian church Hall on 211 Montowese 
avenue in North Haven. It is open to the public 
and night refreshments will be served. There is 
no charge to get in.
This is the first event which honors our Heritage 
Month.

Lodge Christmas Party. 
Biagettis Restaurant, 77 Campbell Ave, West Haven 

Sunday December 7, 2025 12:00 to 4:00 pm
Dinner is $43:00 for members $48:00 for non members.

Dinner choices 1 per person
Must receive payment by the December 2nd Meeting

➢ Prime Rib of Beef
➢ NY Strip w/Mushroom Ajus.
➢ Baked Stuffed Shrimp.  
➢ Veal Parmigiana. 
➢ Veal Ricardo 

Prime Rib of Beef ( minimum of 10 orders) 
NY Strip with Mushroom Ajus.
Baked Stuffed Shrimp.  
Veal Parmigiana. 
Veal Ricardo 

➢ Stuffed Filet of Sole
➢ Broiled Scrod  
➢ Chicken Parmigiana.  
➢ Chicken Ricardo  

Entree’s Include : Soup of the Day, House Salad. Garlic Bread, Pasta 
Potatoes, Vegetables, Coffee, Tea, & Dessert  

Tax & Gratuity Included. 

Please pick your choice of meal and sign up at the meeting or contact Donna 
203-239-0285 .





iMember Emails you are receiving
The Order has purchased, and we are starting to use a new Media Platform, iMember.  There are many 
useful features including a Lodge calendar, contacts and networking.  We will soon be providing 
access to all members.  Right now, we will be starting with the email service.

For the last couple of months, you should have been receiving two emails from Susan for the Lodge.  
The first is from our old MailChimp service, if you subscribed, which is the problem with this service it 
is difficult to subscribe.  The new iMember email reaches everyone who has provided us with their 
email address.  A few members have told us that the emails are going into your spam or junk file.  If 
you don’t receive the second email please check and mark it as not junk.

You will know which is the new iMember email because it will come from the sender, right now it will 
come from my Susan email snoozie321@outlook.com.  We hope to fully launch this email service 
soon.  If you have any questions you can respond to the emails from either service and we will get you 
more information.

You can also contact me with any questions, thanks Susan

about:blank


Mystery &

Menu: Lasagna, Salad, Dessert
$20.00 for Members - $25.00 for non-Members

Friday November 14, Doors open at 6:00 pm. Show starts at 6:30. 
Seating is Limited! All Acting Roles are taken. 

All guests can participate in solving the mystery.
For Tickets come to September meeting
 or Contact Lenny or Sharon for tickets
203-507-6509 or Lric56@yahoo.com

Held at Hope Christian Church

Dinner 

North Haven Sons & Daughters of Italy 
Lodge 2805
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Pictured in Photo, the 
participants were (left to right) 
Donna Casciello, 
Regina Najarian,
 Judy Feather, 
Georgianna Hull, 
Charlene Logan 
and 
Denise Mazzotta Krause

Movie Night Friday 

3/7/25

Porchetta Dinner

Saturday 3/29/25

Distinguished Citizen Dinner

Wednesday 5/21/25

Memorial Day Parade + Picnic

5/24/25

Horse Racing Game

Saturday 6/14/25

Hartford Yard Goats

Sunday 7/13/25

Bocce League Play 

Friday Evenings / July + August

Car Show

August 2025

Lodge Family Picnic

Sunday 9/14/25

Golf Outing

Sunday 9/21/25

Fashion Show 

Sunday 10/5/25

October is Italian Heritage Month

Dates to be Announced

Murder Mystery Game + Dinner 

Italian Game Night

New Fundraising Event - If you have a desire to become an 
actress or actor, we need you to take a part in our upcoming 
Murder Mystery Dinner.
To Learn more talk Lenny or give me a call 203-507-6509 

Local author Arnaldo Aranci will be the guest 
speaker at the North Haven Sons & Daughters 
of Italy meeting on Tuesday October 7th. There 
will be a brief business meeting starting at 7:00 
PM followed by the author’s presentation.
The topic will cover his book called Nicla’s Story. 
It is a love story and a tale of survival and 
danger set against the backdrop of a war. It is 
full of Italian culture, language, food, places and 
history. It has received rave reviews on Amazon.
Arnaldo is a first generation Italian American 
and the book is inspired by his parents 
experience during World War II in Italy. Hid dad 
was an Italian American soldier who met and 
married an Italian girl.
The presentation will take place at the Hope 
Christian church Hall on 211 Montowese 
avenue in North Haven. It is open to the public 
and night refreshments will be served. There is 
no charge to get in.
This is the first event which honors our Heritage 
Month.

Bocce 2025
Our 2025 Champions are Angela, Joya, Judy and Lee!  Congrats to 
Sharon, Maria, Chris and Joan for 2nd place!
It was a great season.  Next year we are always looking for 
additional teams.  Will plan to start the season Mid June???
Angela's team has decided to make the donation to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital." Thanks to all that helped me out this
season (and to Ellis for doing my stats)!

Sally



Community Outreach report for newsletter – 9/20/25

Red Cross Blood Drive – September 3, 2025

Our Blood Drive was a success! We hosted the event from 1:00 – 6:00 pm and netted donations of 25 pints of 
blood.  Thanks to all that came to donate blood and to volunteers Dan Krause, Lucille DeGregorio, Georgianna 
Hull, Regina Najarian and Charlene Logan.  We have not yet scheduled another date, but will notify everyone 
when it is scheduled.

Help for VFW Auxiliary Providing Snacks to West Haven VA Hospital

As many will recall, last February we collected single serving snacks and delivered them to the VFW Auxiliary at 
the West Haven VA Hospital (WHVAH). See attached pictures.  They in turn maintain a table at the Hospital’s 
main entry way and distribute these snacks to the many patients that come and go for outpatient services.  Our 
delivery allowed the VFW group much needed assistance for buying these snacks, and was greatly appreciated.

We are ready to start the collection again, as they need our help again to restock.  If you are interested in 
helping this cause, please bring boxed single serving, individually wrapped snacks (granola bars, chip bags, snack 
crackers, marshmallow treat bars, etc.) to our October 7th and November 4th Lodge meetings.  Please note – no 
beverages are needed.  Thanks in advance!

Hat/mitten/glove/scarf drive for ‘Rkids

First, we would like to again thank the members that donated additional clothing for ‘Rkids after our official 
drop off in August.  Please know that Georgianna dropped them off and they were very much appreciated.  This 
is an ongoing need, so feel free to contact one of us any time you have gently used clothing for kids of all sizes.

We are now hoping to further help this organization by providing NEW winter hats, mittens, gloves and/or 
scarves for kids of all ages.  For those interested in supporting this drive, please bring the items to our October 
7th and November 4th Lodge meetings.  "RKids Family Center, (https://rkidsct.org/)  supports at risk families and 
children in foster care. We hope to have a representative of this group visit our Lodge soon, so the members 
have a better understanding of what they do.  Thanks to all that plan to support this drive!

Toy Drive for YNHH Toy Closet Program

Please keep in mind as we all start our holiday shopping, that we will once again hold our toy drive in November 
and December. More info to follow next month, but please let us know if you have suggestions of businesses 
that we can approach to house our collection boxes.

Reminder – our ongoing used sneaker collection is still happening!  Please bring any used, bagged sneakers that 
you no longer need to our monthly meetings.  Judy Feather will continue to ship them to Got Sneakers for 
recycling.  The Lodge earns a few dollars for this, but more importantly it is a great way to keep these items out 
of the landfills!

Thanks to everyone in the Lodge for your ongoing support!  While we have more planned for the coming winter 
months, please contact us with any ideas for future activities or if you would like to join our committee!

Denise Mazzotta Krause (203-710-7397)
Donna Casciello  Georgianna Hull
Charlene Logan  Regina Najarian

https://rkidsct.org/




iMember Emails you are receiving
The Order has purchased, and we are starting to use a new Media Platform, iMember.  There are many 
useful features including a Lodge calendar, contacts and networking.  We will soon be providing 
access to all members.  Right now, we will be starting with the email service.

For the last couple of months, you should have been receiving two emails from Susan for the Lodge.  
The first is from our old MailChimp service, if you subscribed, which is the problem with this service it 
is difficult to subscribe.  The new iMember email reaches everyone who has provided us with their 
email address.  A few members have told us that the emails are going into your spam or junk file.  If 
you don’t receive the second email please check and mark it as not junk.

You will know which is the new iMember email because it will come from the sender, right now it will 
come from my Susan email snoozie321@outlook.com.  We hope to fully launch this email service 
soon.  If you have any questions you can respond to the emails from either service and we will get you 
more information.

You can also contact me with any questions, thanks Susan

about:blank


To print this form, visit our website 

northhavenlodge2805.club/golf-tournament

The North Haven Sons & Daughters of Italy Lodge 2805 is a part of 
the Order Sons of Italy in America, which is the largest national 
organization for Americans of Italian descent in the country. We have 
local lodges throughout the State of CT and across the country. We 
invite you to join us at our 5th annual golf outing. Our Lodge has 
given away over $175,000.00 since our inception in 2004. Our 
Scholarship program gives scholarships to a deserving young graduate 
from area High Schools. The Scholarships are only a part of our 
Charitable giving. We also give to many Local and National Charitable 
organizations. All our Lodges Philanthropic efforts would not be 
possible without your support of this event and all events held by our 
Lodge.

Registration: 11:30 am – 12:30 pm
Lunch 12:00 pm
Tee Time: 1:00 pm (Shotgun)
Dinner: 5:30 pm
Cost: $165.00 per player
Registration fees must be received
by September 7, 2025
Day of Golf Includes…
RANGE BALLS
GREENS FEES & CART
LUNCH – HOTDOGS/HAMBURGERS
BEER/WATER/SODA AT TURN
DINNER
(Italian Buffett)

Games & Prizes

Lowest Group Score for 1st & 2nd

Hole in one for $1,000

Men's & Wonen's Longest Drive

Closest to the Pin

* SPONSORSHIP *
Check any that may apply:
( ) Unable to attend, but would like to
make a donation…….. $_______
( ) Lunch-Only Attendee..$ 20.00
(_ ) Dinner Only Attendee..$ 40.00
(__) Lunch & Dinner Attendee $50.00
( ) Donation of Raffle Prize (item) ...
_______________________
( ) Tee Sponsor…………… $ 50.00
( ) Longest Ball Sponsor…$ 100.00
( ) Closest to Pin Sponsor..$ 100.00
Please Specify Sponsor
Name/Phone/Email:
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