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Solomon Prays for
Understanding

“You demonstrated great loyalty to your servant, my
father David, as he served you faithfully, properly, and
sincerely. You have maintained this great loyalty to this
day by allowing his son to sit on his throne. Now, O
LORD my God, you have made your servant king in my
father David's place, even though I am only a young man
and am inexperienced. Your servant stands among your
chosen people; they are a great nation that is too
numerous to count or number. So give your servant a
discerning mind so he can make judicial decisions for
your people and distinguish right from wrong. Otherwise
no one is able to make judicial decisions for this great nation of yours.”

The Lord was pleased that Solomon made this request. God said to him, “Because you asked for
the ability to make wise judicial decisions, and not for long life, or riches, or vengeance on your
enemies, I grant your request, and give you a wise and discerning mind superior to that of
anyone who has preceded or will succeed you. Furthermore, I am giving you what you did not
request - riches and honor so that you will be the greatest king of your generation. If you follow
my instructions by obeying my rules and regulations, just as your father David did, then I will
grant you long life.” Solomon then woke up and realized it was a dream. He went to Jerusalem,
stood before the ark of the Lord's covenant, offered up burnt sacrifices, presented peace
offerings, and held a feast for all his servants.” (1 Kings 3:6-15 NET)

Solomon Prays for Him and the People

“Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly of Israel
and spread out his hands toward heaven. He said, “O LORD, the God of Israel, there is no God
like You in heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and showing lovingkindness to
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Your servants who walk before You with all their heart, who have kept with Your servant, my
father David, that which You have promised him; indeed, You have spoken with Your mouth and
have fulfilled it with Your hand as it is this day.

“Now therefore, O LORD, the God of Israel, keep with Your servant David my father that which
You have promised him, saying, “You shall not lack a man to sit on the throne of Israel, if only
your sons take heed to their way to walk before Me as you have walked.” “Now therefore, O God
of Israel, let Your word, I pray, be confirmed which You have spoken to Your servant, my father
David. “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot
contain You, how much less this house which I have built!

“Yet have regard to the prayer of Your servant and to his supplication, O LORD my God, to
listen to the cry and to the prayer which Your servant prays before You today; that Your eyes may
be open toward this house night and day, toward the place of which You have said, ‘My name
shall be there,’ to listen to the prayer which Your servant shall pray toward this place. "Listen to
the supplication of Your servant and of Your people Israel, when they pray toward this place;
hear in heaven Your dwelling place; hear and forgive.” (1 Kings 8:22-30 NASB95)

Sinning Against Ones Neighbor

“If a man sins against his neighbor and is made to take an oath and comes and swears his oath
before your altar in this house, then hear in heaven and act and judge your servants, condemning
the guilty by bringing his conduct on his own head, and vindicating the righteous by rewarding
him according to his righteousness. “When your people Israel are defeated before the enemy
because they have sinned against you, and if they turn again to you and acknowledge your name
and pray and plead with you in this house, then hear in heaven and forgive the sin of your people
Israel and bring them again to the land that you gave to their fathers.” (1 Kings 8:31-34 ESV)

Prayer in times of Famine

“When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned against You, and
they pray toward this place and praise Your name, and turn from their sin when You afflict them,
then hear in heaven and forgive the sin of Your servants and Your people Israel; indeed, teach
them the good way in which they are to walk. And provide rain on Your land, which You have
given to Your people as an inheritance. “If there is a famine in the land, if there is a plague, if
there is blight or mildew, locust or grasshopper, if their enemy harasses them in the land of their
cities, whatever plague, whatever sickness there is, whatever prayer or plea is offered by any
person or by all Your people Israel, each knowing the affliction of his own heart, and spreading
his hands toward this house; then hear in heaven, Your dwelling place, and forgive and act, and
give to each in accordance with all his ways, whose heart You know - for You alone know the
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hearts of all mankind-- so that they will fear You all the days that they live on the land which You
have given to our fathers.” (1 Kings 8:35-40 NASB20)

Prayer for Strangers

“Foreigners, who do not belong to your people Israel, will come from a distant land because of
your reputation. When they hear about your great reputation and your ability to accomplish
mighty deeds, they will come and direct their prayers toward this temple. Then listen from your
heavenly dwelling place and answer all the prayers of the foreigners. Then all the nations of the
earth will acknowledge your reputation, obey you like your people Israel do, and recognize that
this temple I built belongs to you.” (1 Kings 8:41-43 NET)

Being delivered to Their Enemy

“If your people go out to battle against their enemy, by whatever way you shall send them, and
they pray to the LORD toward the city that you have chosen and the house that I have built for
your name, then hear in heaven their prayer and their plea, and maintain their cause.

If they sin against you - for there is no one who does not sin - and you are angry with them and
give them to an enemy, so that they are carried away captive to the land of the enemy, far off or
near, yet if they turn their heart in the land to which they have been carried captive, and repent
and plead with you in the land of their captors, saying, ‘We have sinned and have acted
perversely and wickedly,” if they repent with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of
their enemies, who carried them captive, and pray to you toward their land, which you gave to
their fathers, the city that you have chosen, and the house that I have built for your name, then
hear in heaven your dwelling place their prayer and their plea, and maintain their cause and
forgive your people who have sinned against you, and all their transgressions that they have
committed against you, and grant them compassion in the sight of those who carried them
captive, that they may have compassion on them (for they are your people, and your heritage,
which you brought out of Egypt, from the midst of the iron furnace).

Let your eyes be open to the plea of your servant and to the plea of your people Israel, giving ear
to them whenever they call to you. For you separated them from among all the peoples of the
earth to be your heritage, as you declared through Moses your servant, when you brought our
fathers out of Egypt, O Lord GOD.” (1 Kings 8:44-53 ESV)

Solomon’s Closing Words

“And it was so, that when Solomon had made an end of praying all this prayer and supplication
to the LORD, he arose from before the altar of the LORD, from kneeling on his knees, with his
hands spread up to heaven. And he stood, and blessed all the congregation of Israel with a loud
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voice, saying, Blessed be the LORD, that hath given rest to his people Israel, according to all that
he promised: there hath not failed one word of all his good promise, which he promised by the
hand of Moses his servant.

The LORD our God be with us, as he was with our fathers: let him not leave us, nor forsake us:
That he may incline our hearts to him, to walk in all his ways, and to keep his commandments,
and his statutes, and his judgments, which he commanded our fathers. And let these my words
with which I have made supplication before the LORD, be nigh to the LORD our God day and
night, that he may maintain the cause of his servant, and the cause of his people Israel at all
times, as the matter shall require: That all the people of the earth may know, that the LORD is
God, and that there is none else. Let your heart therefore be perfect with the LORD our God, to
walk in his statutes, and to keep his commandments, as at this day.” (1 Kings 8:54-61 WEB)

May God bless you as you seek to do his will. Amen.

Below is the different bible versions used in the article. These were added to
help you in your study of God’s word. Therefore: “Study to show thyself
approved to God. a workman that needeth not to be ashamed. rightly
dividing the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15 WEB)
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Mark Copyright © 1997 by Biblical Studies Press, L.L.C. All rights reserved.

e NASB20 = New American Standard Bible 2020 Copyright (c) 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968,
1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995, 2020 by The Lockman Foundation, L.a Habra, Calif.
All rights reserved.

e NASBO95 = New American Standard Bible 1995 Copyright (c) 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968,
1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation, L.a Habra, Calif. All
rights reserved

e WEB = The Webster Bible was translated by Noah Webster in 1833 in order to bring the
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permission. All rights reserved.
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