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Marble Hill, GA 30148
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from the north gate of Big Canoe
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BY ALICE EACHUS 

N
o need to carry a brown paper
bag with your favorite fruit of
the vine secreted inside. Yes,
you can bring your own per-

sonal bottle of wine, or two, to enjoy at the 
clubhouse, but it must be a wine that is not 
available on the published clubhouse wine 
menu. 

You can view this list on the POA 
website, www.bigcanoepoa.org, under the 
Dining tab. 

There is a $10 corkage fee for each 
bottle opened; for example, two bottles of 
personal wine opened would have a fee of 
$20.

There’s no charge for the wine glass/
glasses or the number of guests drinking 
from that bottle.

Jonathan Prince, Food and Beverage 
Supervisor, recently updated the clubhouse 
wine list to offer new and interesting 
vintages that found a welcoming home in 
our fine wine room. Many will be seasonal 
wines as the list will be updated every three 
to four months. 

As the days warm, enjoy sitting 
on the Veranda with a glass of your 
favorite wine in hand. What a 
beautiful way 
to spend an 
evening!

BY ALICE EACHUS

F
or those who don’t want to 
abandon their grubbies to look 
halfway decent to grab a bite 
of supper, good news! The 

clubhouse is re-launching curbside 
pickup on March 31. 

A new curbside menu will 
debut and pickup will be available 
on Wednesday and Thursday each 
week. Pickup times will be from 4-7 
p.m. with orders taken up to 10 a.m.
the morning of curbside dining days.

Orders can be placed on the POA 
website www.bigcanoepoa.org or by 
calling 706-268-2421. Guests will be 

INTERVIEWED BY ALICE EACHUS

I
t’s not a long haul from Gainesville to 
Big Canoe. Billy Smith and his wife 
Drenda know the road well that leads 
to their mountain retreat. Golf is a pas-

sion for Billy and he touts a 14 handicap.
Billy is Georgia-born and bred hailing 

from Albany. He graduated from the Uni-
versity of Georgia in 1975 and went to work 
in the family business, the Smith Consulting 
Group which served Military Surplus Asset 
projects all over the world.

He’s been a private pilot for over 40 
years, flying everything from single-engine 
puddle jumpers to King Airs, Lear Jets and 
Citations. 

Finding a creative outlet in writing 
fiction, Billy has penned two books, “Abuse 
of Process” and “Flight 3911” with more in 
the works.  

Billy and Drenda enjoy his two sons, 
her three daughters and six grandchildren. 
Life is good for this Smith family.

Here’s more about Billy…

1. What is your favorite scent and what does
it remind you of? Lavender. It puts me in a
peaceful and tranquil place.

2. What food do you love that most others
hate? Most anything considered country,
fried and unhealthy. Also fast food.

3. How would you spend your life if money
was of no concern? Exactly as I am at pres-
ent.

4. What sport teams do you follow? UGA
Bulldogs football. Any sports my grandkids
happen to be playing. Been know to make a
day trip to Charleston, South Carolina to see
my 5-year-old play T-ball.

5. What one word or phrase best describes
you? Easy-going.

6. What terrifies you? My 8-year-old grand-
daughter on the balance beam.

7. If you found a $100 bill on the sidewalk,
what would you do with it? I’d pay it for-
ward and look around to see if a “Candid
Camera” crew was filming.

8. What was your first car and did you
name it? 1967 Mustang convertible—The
Chick Magnet.

9. If you could choose, what would you like
for a nickname? B.P., and I think I might
have chosen it long ago to separate me
from all the other common names like Billy
Smith.

10. What games did you play as a kid? I
played most sports, good at most and great
at none of them.

BY ALICE EACHUS

G
ene Pennington is looking for 
tropical fish lovers, particularly 
those who have an attraction for 
saltwater reef aquariums. Gene 

missed watching fish explore their watery 
home and started filling tanks again. He’s 
in the process of building a nano reef 
aquarium and hopes to connect with fel-
low aquarium enthusiasts in Big Canoe.

If you’re a tropical fish hobbyist, 
shoot Gene an email at gene@atlantapho-
toworks.com and start swimming together.

BY ALICE EACHUS

On top of spaghetti all covered with cheese
I lost my poor meatball 

when somebody sneezed
It rolled off the table, it rolled on the floor

And then my poor meatball 
rolled out of the door.

A
nd so the ditty goes. Spaghet-
ti and meatballs just scream 
Italian, especially to the 43 
members of the stick-a-

napkin-under-your-chin Italians of Big 
Canoe club.

The caprese crowd was going 
garlic strong until the pandemic hit but 
have high hopes to smother pasta in red 
sauce (some call it gravy) as soon as the 
all-clear sounds. 

Even while masked and staying 
far apart, club members enjoy sharing 
old country family recipes and learning 
about local Italian shops that offer taste 
treats specific to areas of Italy where 
ancestors once roamed.

In case you’re looking for real 
Italian sausage with streaks of fennel, 
try Wilkes Meat Market now in Ball 
Ground or Hoboken Café in Marietta. 

If you’ve got a bit of Florentine, 
Umbrian, Tuscan or any of the other 

Billy Smith is a part-time resident of Big 
Canoe who is drawn to our golf course to 
play frequently.

11. Have you met any famous people? Who?
Yes. President Jimmy Carter, Lorenzo La-
mas, Beverly Taylor Bradford, Shirley Jones,
Marty Ingels, Patrick and Ryan Cassidy, Dr.
Ruth, Sam Donaldson, Jan Hopkins and The
Baroness Laure Bodor.

12. What pickup line did you use on girls
when you were a young Turk? Hi, I’m B.P.
Smith.

13. What color best describes you? Why?
Cobalt blue, because Drenda looks fantastic
in it. Happy wife, happy husband.

14. What is your secret ambition? Being a
private pilot for a globetrotting billionaire.

15. What life advice would you give to a
young person? Believe in something greater
than yourself.

16. What did you want to grow up to be
when you were 6? Lawyer. Thank God that
didn’t work out.

17. What was your best Halloween costume?
Why did you like it? My Fruit of the Loom
boxers. I was young on a cruise, and no one
knew me.

18. What was your favorite elementary
school lunch? Pizza and chocolate sheet cake
squares.

19. What TV shows do you enjoy? “Jeop-
ardy,” historical documentaries, Military
Channel and Fox News.

20. What three things would you want with
you if stranded on a desert island? My wife,
plenty of water and plenty of food.

Around and around they swim, exploring 
every nook and cranny of their watery home. 
COURTESY OF GENE PENNINGTON

Tropical fish are peacefully mesmerizing

Every Christmas, Dennis Santucci fixes 
his dad’s authentic Italian lasagna recipe 
for the family to enjoy. PHOTO COURTESY OF 

DENNIS SANTUCCI

Red sauce or red gravy, your call

hot-blooded Italian provinces flowing 
through your veins and want to connect 
with like-minded folks, contact Jo Bryan 
at jombryan@comcast.net or visit the 
Italians of Big Canoe Facebook page.

Alla prossima!

Dress down for curbside pickupLife’s too short to drink bad wine

called back to confirm the order.
Happy days! No need to put on the 

glitz or ritz to enjoy a delicious, take-
home dinner.
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