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The Healthy Singer

Correct Technique for Healthy Voices

Studio Policies

Initial each section, sign/date at the end, and return to the teacher. By signing this agreement, you agree to respect and abide by the studio policies. 
________




Purpose & Goals:


The Healthy Singer studio places a strong emphasis upon cultivating each voice individually. Students who are 
interested in studying classical, healthy vocal technique for application in the singing of various vocal styles will 
benefit from lessons. Studio goals include teaching each student how the voice works, developing vocal habits 
that use the voice to its fullest potential yet preserve general vocal health, and building a repertoire appropriate to 
one’s advancing skill level.

________




Lessons & Coaching:

Private voice lessons and vocal coaching sessions are offered in thirty, forty-five, or sixty-minute 
increments. All of these will be conducted at Ms. Smith's home unless otherwise indicated on a case-by-case basis. Students are expected to arrive for lessons in a timely manner, with all required materials and music. Parents and siblings may wait in their vehicle in the driveway or run errands so long as they return to pick up their student in a timely fashion. To discuss student progress, parents are welcome to talk with the teacher during the first five minutes of the student's lesson – but not afterwards, to respect the next student's time slot.
_______




Calendar/Schedule:
The tuition rates are determined based on a calendar year of 48 weekly private lessons. Students will be billed for 45 of said lessons allowing for three sick/personal days for the instructor if needed. A Calendar will be offered for each year.  

_______




Tuition:

Students have the option of paying tuition in one of the two following methods. The tuition rates are shown in the 
table below. 

· Twelve equal monthly installments. Payments are due on the first of each month and no invoice will be provided.  

· Or, in two large, equal installments.  Payments are due the 1st lesson of January and the first week of July.  

Payments may be mailed (postmarked by the 1st), given to the teacher at a lesson, or submitted to PayPal (friend/family payment to bfantastique@yahoo.com). Late payments will incur a late fee of $1 for each day late. The teacher reserves the right to raise fees at the beginning of each year. Students may opt to take short term coaching sessions in preparation of a specific event/performance. These are only offered in a four-session bundle and may only be utilized twice per year to supplement regular lessons.

	Lesson
	12 monthly installments
	2 installments

	30 minutes
	$132
	$787.50

	45 minutes
	$150
	$900

	60 minutes
	$169
	$1012.50


	Coaching
	Duration
	1 Time Payment

	30 min
	1 month or 4 sessions 
	$120

	45 min
	1 month or 4 sessions
	$140

	60 min
	1 month or 4 sessions
	$160


______




Absences/Make Up Lessons:
Due to the teacher's limited availability, makeup lessons cannot be guaranteed. If an absence arises due to unforeseen situations such as an accident or family emergency and if the student indicates a desire for a makeup lesson, the teacher will make every effort to accommodate a makeup. Please be courteous to all members of the studio by notifying the teacher at least 24 hours in advance regarding any known upcoming absences. If the student cancels more than once a month, I reserve the right to withhold the makeup, reschedule your lesson time, or drop you from the studio. If I cancel any lessons, I will reschedule them at the earliest possible time. If a make-up lesson is impossible to schedule the instructor will use a sick/personal day. If the student is contagiously ill but feels well enough to sing (i.e. there is no pain), having a lesson via Zoom is a viable option for that week. 
________





Practice:


I suggest that each student practice at least thirty minutes every day.  This time should be divided 
between warm-
up exercises, vocalise exercises, and repertoire materials assigned by Ms. Smith. It is required that all 
students keep a practice journal. This can be done as an online blog, a personal app, or in a word document. 
Journals should include the duration of each practice session and all activities and complications experienced 
during each session. Journals should be emailed to Ms. Smith on the first of every month. This enables the 
instructor to ensure the student observes effective practice habits in pursuit of vocal development. 

________




Repertoire Materials:


Students are required to purchase a notebook (3-ring binder or 3-ring folder), an 8+ gigabyte SD card, and a 
voice “bag” (tote, messenger, or backpack). All other necessary documents and books will be obtained by the 
teacher and billed to the responsible party. 


Vocal coaching students must obtain or provide the materials necessary for the event(s) for which Ms. Smith 
is helping him/her prepare.
_______




Discontinuing Lessons:

 


Every student stops taking lessons at some point. Ideally, this decision is made thoughtfully with plenty of 
discussion between the teacher, parent, and student so that lessons can cease with a positive sense of closure.  For 
this reason, the teacher asks for one month’s notice in writing prior to discontinuing lessons. 

Note: At the discretion of the teacher, students may be asked to discontinue lessons at any time if they have 
unpaid tuition, an excess number of absences/unprepared lessons, or if they show a lack of interest.  
______ 





Studio Events:

Each year, the teacher will attempt to schedule several exciting events for private students and their families. All events are provided at no extra cost, apart from the optional theory/performance evaluations. Accommodations must be made for COVID-19 restrictions. 
· Studio Recitals: Performing in a formal recital setting is an exciting opportunity for students to showcase their hard work and improvement over the year in the presence of their family and friends. There will be one recital per year (usually in May).  
· Master Classes: When possible, Ms. Smith will engage professional performers and college/university professors to visit and work with select students from the studio (depends upon student level, age/technique restrictions of the visiting clinician, and preparedness of the student). All students may attend as observers. 
· Competitions: Students are welcome to participate in local and state vocal competitions. These events require additional entry and accompanist fees. The instructor will send notice about these opportunities, but it is up to the parent and/or student to seek further information. 
______ 





Communication: 

There are many great ways to stay informed regarding studio news and events! The best way to contact the 
teacher is via email or text, which will be returned within forty-eight hours.  Phone calls are also welcome, 
especially on Fridays between 9am and 1pm.  The teacher always welcomes emails or text messages from 

students during the week if they have questions regarding their repertoire or other matters. 
· Studio Website: Visit www.thehealthysinger.com to find teacher contact information, current studio policies and procedures, the studio calendar, archives of previous monthly vocal health tips, and much more.

· Facebook Page: Students and parents are welcome to join the studio's Facebook page.  "Liking" this page allows students to interact with the teacher and other students while maintaining the privacy of each student's fakebook profile. 

· YouTube Channel: Visit The Healthy Singer to view videos of student performances (coming soon). Student videos posted only with written student and parental permission. Informational videos and performance videos from Ms. Smith. These YouTube videos are often shared on the Facebook page and featured on the studio website.  

_____________________________________________
__________________

Student Signature 
Date

_____________________________________________
__________________

Parent/Guardian Signature (if child is under 19)
Date

