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e Duane Roth Achievement Award recognizes and honors patient-focused 
leaders in health care whose work has overcome scientiëc, ënancial, institutional, 
political and cultural challenges to create new paradigms in research and 
treatment. Named after Duane Roth, an esteemed leader in the biotech industry 
who died tragically following a bicycle accident in 2013, the award is given to 
those who demonstrate his deep commitment to innovation and patients.
Past recipients include: Laura Esserman, M.D., MBA, UCSF Helen Diller Past recipients include: Laura Esserman, M.D., MBA, UCSF Helen Diller 
Family Comprehensive Cancer Center; Brian Druker, M.D., Knight Cancer 
Institute at Oregon Health and Science University; Dennis Slamon, M.D., 
Ph.D., UCLA Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center; Sandra Horning, M.D., 
Genentech; Carl June, M.D., University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine; 
Susan Band Horwitz, Ph.D., Albert Einstein College of Medicine; Scott Gottlieb, 
M.D., 23rd Commissioner of the Food and Drug Administration; Dennis 
Carson, M.D., UCSD; Kristen M. Hege, M.D., Bristol Myers Squibb; 
Napoleone Ferrara, M.D., UCSD; Laura Shawver, Ph.D., Capstan erapeutics; 
and Catheryn Yashar, M.D., UCSD. Biographies of past winners and their 
accomplishments are within this booklet, along with our 2026 recipient, Troy 
Wilson, Ph.D., J.D., Kura Oncology. e Duane Roth Achievement Award 
Committee is composed of all past recipients of the award. is body is tasked 
with selecting the awardee annually.

Since 2005, UC San Diego annually organizes the Industry/Academia Precision 
Oncology Symposium – a unique forum where distinguished investigators, 
scientists, and clinicians join top industry decision-makers to discuss the latest 
breakthroughs in translational oncology research. Presentation subjects include 
personalized medicine, targeted therapy discoveries, collaborative clinical trials 
and case studies of successful collaborative projects. An interactive panel session 
composed of industry and academia panelists and the concluding networking 
reception allow for further dialogue of ideas and the fostering of collaborative 
relationships.
e Duane Roth Achievement Award has been proudly presented as part of the 
Symposium since 2014.

̨e UC San Diego Annual Industry/Academia
Precision Oncolo̾ Symposium





Ida Deichaite, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
UC San Diego
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Dr. Troy Wilson is a biotech entrepreneur and leader who brings more than 25 
years of experience in founding and scaling innovative companies that advance 
groundbreaking therapies and deliver transformative value to patients.
Dr. Wilson currently serves as President, Chief Executive Officer and Chairman of Dr. Wilson currently serves as President, Chief Executive Officer and Chairman of 
Kura Oncology (NASDAQ: KURA), a company he co-founded in 2014. Under 
his leadership, Kura pioneered development of menin inhibitors for treatment of 
acute myeloid leukemia (AML), culminating in the FDA's full approval of 
KOMZIFTI™ (ziftomenib) – the ërst and only once-daily, oral menin inhibitor for 
adults with relapsed or refractory NPM1-mutated AML. Dr. Wilson and his team 
at Kura have also pioneered clinical development of farnesyl transferase inhibitors 
as combination therapies to address innate and adaptive resistance to targeted 
therapies such as KRAS inhibitors, PI3Ka inhibitors and VEGFR inhibitors. In 
addition, Kura is advancing menin inhibitors for treatment of solid tumors, 
diabetes and cardiometabolic indications.
Dr. Wilson also co-founded Avidity Biosciences (NASDAQ: RNA), a pioneer a 
new class of oligonucleotide therapeutics, and he served as President and CEO 
Dr. Wilson also co-founded Avidity Biosciences (NASDAQ: RNA), a pioneer a 
new class of oligonucleotide therapeutics, and he served as President and CEO 
from 2012 until 2019 and Chairman of the Board from inception through its 
acquisition by Novartis AG for $12 billion, the largest acquisition of a 
pre-commercial company in the biotech industry.
Previously, Dr. Wilson co-founded Araxes Pharma LLC and Wellspring Biosciences Previously, Dr. Wilson co-founded Araxes Pharma LLC and Wellspring Biosciences 
in 2012 and served as President and CEO. Along with co-founders Kevan Shokat, 
Yi Liu and Pingda Ren, Dr. Wilson pioneered the discovery and development of 
mutant-selective inhibitors of the KRASG12C oncoprotein, paving the way for 
discovery and development of an new class of targeted cancer therapies.
Dr. Wilson also co-founded Intellikine in 2007, guiding it as President, CEO, and Dr. Wilson also co-founded Intellikine in 2007, guiding it as President, CEO, and 
Chairman of the Board to develop PI3K/mTOR inhibitors until its acquisition by 
Takeda Pharmaceuticals in 2011. He also co-founded Ambrx (NASDAQ: 
AMAM), a pioneer in protein medicinal chemistry using non-natural amino acids, 
which was acquired by Johnson & Johnson Innovative Medicines in 2024. Dr. 
Wilson began his career in the biopharmaceutical industry in roles of increasing 
responsibility at the Genomics Institute of the Novartis Research Foundation 
(GNF).(GNF).
In addition, Dr. Wilson currently serves as Chairman of the Board for Cartography 
Biosciences and Montara erapeutics, and as a member of the board of Atrium 
erapeutics, Puma Biotechnology, and Cipher Genetics. He has received a 
number of awards including EY Entrepreneur Of e Year® 2025 Paciëc Southwest 
Award winner, and the 2021 PharmaVOICE 100 Award. He received a J.D. from 
New York University School of Law and a Ph.D. in bioorganic chemistry as well as 
a B.A. in biophysics from the University of California, Berkeley.

Presidenʧ, Chief Executive Officer, and Chairman, 
Kura Oncolo̾

Troy E. Wilson, Ph.D., J.D.
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Catheryn M. Yashar, MD, is a trailblazing radiation oncologist, academic leader, 
and health policy innovator. As Professor and Vice Chair of Clinical Affairs in the 
Department of Radiation Medicine and Applied Sciences at UC San Diego, Chief 
of the Breast Cancer Section, and a member of the Gynecologic Cancer Treatment 
Team, she combines world-class clinical excellence with visionary institutional 
leadership. She also serves as Chief Medical Officer of UC San Diego Health.
Dr. Yashar is widely recognized for pushing the frontiers of cancer care. She has Dr. Yashar is widely recognized for pushing the frontiers of cancer care. She has 
pioneered novel brachytherapy techniques for breast and gynecologic cancers, and 
is an expert in advanced modalities such as intensity-modulated radiation therapy 
(IMRT) and image-guided radiation therapy (IGRT). Her work has consistently 
focused on delivering precision treatments that spare healthy tissue, reduce 
complications, and enhance patient outcomes.
In September 2026, Dr. Yashar will become the President of the American Society In September 2026, Dr. Yashar will become the President of the American Society 
for Radiation Oncology (ASTRO), having been appointed president-elect in 
recognition of her leadership in the ëeld. ASTRO is the international voice for 
radiation oncology, representing more than 10,000 physicians, physicists, 
biologists, and radiation therapists. Her election underscores her commitment to 
aligning innovation, equity, and evidence-based practice in cancer care. A powerful 
voice in health policy, Dr. Yashar currently chairs ASTRO’s Health Policy Council 
and has been a key supporter of the Radiation Oncology Case Rate (ROCR) Act, 
which endeavors to modernize reimbursement structures to support 
guideline-driven care and maintain access for underserved populations.
She holds leadership and editorial roles across national organizations: past President She holds leadership and editorial roles across national organizations: past President 
of the American Brachytherapy Society, member of the Board of Chancellors of the 
American College of Radiation Oncology (ACRO), and trustee of the American 
Board of Radiology. She is a fellow of ACRO, ABS, the American College of 
Radiology (ACR), and ASTRO. As Senior Editor for Advances in Radiation 
Oncology (gynecologic cancers), Gynecologic Cancer Editor for UpToDate, and 
co-editor of Principles and Practice of Gynecologic Oncology, she shapes the 
scholarly discourse in her ëeld. Her scholarly output exceeds 100 peer-reviewed 
publications, book chapters, and reviews.
At UC San Diego, Dr. Yashar has chaired several high-impact committees, 
including the Medical School Curriculum Committee, Moores Cancer 
Committee, Credentialing Committee, and Council on Education Policy. She has 
been honored repeatedly as a “Top Doctor” by San Diego Magazine and is a 
sought-after speaker at international oncology symposia.

Professor & Vice Chair of Clinical A̩airs, Division
of Radiation Oncolo̾, Radiation Medicine and
Applied Sciences, Chief Medical Officer, Health
System,University of California, San Diego

Catheryn M. Yashar, M.D.
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Bill Comer

Ida Deichaite

Richard Heyman

e Duane Roth Legacy Foundation

Renee Roth

Ted Roth

Bernard SiegelBernard Siegel

Seragon Pharmaceuticals

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati

UC San Diego

If you are interested in supporting the Duane Roth Achievement Award,

please contact giving@ucsd.edu for more information.

to Ida Deichaite, Ph.D., and Leisa Sutton, M.A.S., of UC San Diego for

their tireless efforts in championing the Duane Roth Achievement Award.their tireless efforts in championing the Duane Roth Achievement Award.
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