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OUR PURPOSE: The Salado Historical Society is dedicated to researching and 
preserving the history of the area and of the families that helped build this 
community. Our mission is “To locate, educate, and preserve the history and the 
historical integrity of the Village of Salado.” 
A Word From Our President - Bill Kinnison


Salado Historical Society members: Do you think your Historical Society board 
has been idle these past months? We meet every month throughout the year 
because we have much to discuss and decide about the projects we will undertake. 
These projects involve the membership because we need help in completing them. 
The ones we are prioritizing now are:


1. A new path at the log cabins. The current one is uneven and difficult to walk 
on. We can do better.


2. The dry-stack wall on the east side of Center Circle.  You probably don’t know 
about this because it is not visible from the road. Trees and brush need to be 
cleared and the dry-stack wall repaired. You may be wondering about why we 
would want to undertake this project. Well, the wall was built around 1851-2, 
was by the Boles-Aiken cabin before it was moved and reconstructed in 
1990-1, and is one of the earliest remaining structures in Salado before it was 
Salado. 


3. Saving the old church building that sits beside the Dodd’s Creek bridge is also 
a possible project. It was built about 1908 and served the Church of Christ. 
They have now offered it to the Historical Society. This would be a wonderful 
addition to our log cabins. There are many things we could use it for once 
moved and renovated. Needless to say,  this is a major undertaking for us that 



will take lots of planning and fund-raising. It could be the place where we tell 
the history of Salado in pictures and words.


These projects have NOT been approved by the board yet. They will be considered 
when we have examined the scope of the work for each and assessed the cost and 
benefits. We welcome your thoughts.        


Bill


The Center Circle dry-stack wall and old church building.



In His Own 
Words…
William 
Kroger 
Hamblen died 
in 1902 but he 
is well known 
in Salado 
history. In the 
latter years of 
his life he 
became a 
minister. In 
the letter 
shown here, 
we have the 
rare 
opportunity to 
read about 
that event in 
William’s 
own words. 
This article is 
reproduced as 
it appeared in 
the Christian 
Messenger on 
January 9, 
1884. 
(Source: 
Portal to 
Texas 
History)




 


Salado College was an 
important part of Salado’s 
commerce in the early years. 
Notice how many teachers are 
shown in this listing of Salado 
“businesses” as published in a 
Texas business directory in 
1884. 




We have lost a dear friend and true advocate for 
local history. Doris Kemp departed this earth 
June 2, and will be sorely missed in many 
circles. Salado Historical Society has voted to 
make a contribution in her memory to the Kemp 
Family Endowment Scholarship at UMHB. 


         Doris R. Kemp 1927-2022


Fourth of July Celebration

The Historical Society invites you to join us for our annual Fourth of July 

celebration at the high school on Monday, the fourth, at noon.


We will supply fried chicken and tea, please bring a complimentary dish.


