


Citizens of Brazoria County, 

As we look back over the last few years, we can see the importance of preparedness, no matter the 
emergency. Although we can not predict what major disaster event may come our way, we can try our 
best to be prepared. I encourage everyone to review and update your family emergency plan and have 
an emergency supply kit ready to go. Most importantly, stay informed with reliable sources that can help 
you make informed decisions for you and your family. Remembering to have a plan, make a kit, and stay 
informed could save your life and the lives of your loved ones. 

Look through this guide and keep it handy. It is one of those reliable sources of information that can 
help you know what to do when a disaster occurs. If you or a loved one will need transportation to safety 
during an emergency event, register NOW for S. T.E.A.R (State of Texas Emergency Assistance Registry) 
by dialing 2 - 1 - 1 .  You are not obligated, but you are prepared if transportation is needed. 

Be Prepared and Stay Safe Brazoria County! 

L.M. "Matt" Sebesta, Jr.
Brazoria County Judge
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Download the 
Ready Brazoria County 

App Today! 

HELPING TO KEEP YOUR LOVED ONES SAFE 

When it comes to an emergency situation, having a 
plan can help protect you and your loved ones. That is 
why Brazoria County has developed a mobile app that 
helps its citizens properly prepare and stay informed 
during and after a disaster. You will be able to create 
your family emergency plan. In addition, you will 
receive the latest updates and necessary information 
on evacuation routes, shelters, available emergency 
services and much more, should a disaster strike. 

Find peace of mind by ensuring that you and your family 
are properly prepared. Download the Ready Brazoria 
County Preparedness App and get the tool and all the 
information you need in one easy-to-use app. 

Key Features: 
Receive latest alerts and emergency notifications 
from Brazoria County 

Find out about the nearest emergency shelters 
and special services in your area 

Make your own 
preparedness pl,p,n 

A library of resources 
on your phone 
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GETTING PREPARED 

Prepare Your Home 

• Buy flood insurance. 
• There is a 30 day waiting period before newly 

purchased flood insurance goes into effect. 
• Install commercial shutters or prepare 5/8 inch 

plywood panels for your windows.
• Reinforce garage doors so that they are able to 

withstand high winds. Garage doors are frequently 
the first feature in a home to fail.

• Trim all dead wood, weak, and overhanging
branches from trees as they could damage your or 
your neighbor's property.

Before you leave 
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• Move outside items to safety, such as patio 
furniture, plants, and grills.

• Put valuable documents in waterproof containers 
and take them with you when you evacuate. 

• Turn off electricity at the main circuit breaker or 
fuse box.

• Turn off gas at the appliances.
• Remove perishable items from your refrigerator 

and freezer.
• Make a final walk-through inspection before 

closing the door. 
• Close all interior doors in your home.

Brazoria County 
eNotiftcation System 
Sign-up to receive emails on upcoming 

events, projects, road closures, emergency 

communications, etc. Stay informed! 

https://bit.ly /3wtFZF J 

Prepare Your Vehicle 

• Fill up with fuel before you leave town. It's smart 
to keep your tank at least half full during the entire 
hurricane season. 

• Check your vehicle's fluid levels and ensure there 
is adequate coolant in the radiator.

• Check your tire pressure. 
• Ensure you have a jack, a lug wrench, and know 

where they are in the vehicle.
• Carry enough water and non-perishable food 

for you and your passengers in case you become 
stranded. 

• Have a working flashlight and extra batteries. 
• If you are stranded, stay with your vehicle and use 

emergency flashers. Tie a white cloth on the 
antenna or door handle and raise the hood. 

• Motorists should fill their tanks before evacuating. 
• TxDOT works with the private sector to assure fuel

availability on designated evacuation routes only. 
• TxDOT courtesy vehicles will be patrolling 

designated evacuation routes for those stranded. 

I f  you 're traveling with children 
be sure to pack items to help keep 
them entertained 

• Reading materials, puzzle,

games, coloring books, 
and electronics with extra 
chargers and batteries. 

• Fun road games like Highway
BINGO and I Spy. Go online
to find lists and ideas. 

• Low sugar snacks and sugar
free drinks. 

• A change of clothes. 
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GETTING PREPARED 

Family Disaster Checklist 

Essential.s 
0 Cell phone and charger 
D This guide
0 Battery-operated radio 
D Flashlight
0 Extra Batteries 
D Cash 
D Map of the area 

Baby Needs 
0 Formula, diapers, bottles,

medication and powdered milk. 

Medical Needs 
0 Insulin 
0 Prescription drugs in original

containers 
0 Heart and high blood pressure needs 
0 Denture needs 
0 Extra eye glasses 
0 Contact lenses and supplies
0 Doctor's phone numbers 

Clothing & Bedding 
0 Plastic garbage bags, ties 
0 Sunglasses
0 Raingear 
0 Sturdy shoes or work boots
0 Blankets or sleeping bags
0 Complete change of clothing and 

footwear per person 

Cooking Preparation 
0 Mess kits or paper cups, plates

and plastic utensils 
0 Non-electric can opener, utilitylmife 
0 Barbecue for outdoor use only with 

charcoal and lighter, or stemo stove 
0 Potorpan 
0 Manual can opener 
0 Barbecue utensils and cooking

utensils 

Entertainment 
0 Games & books 

Safety 
0 First Aid Kit ( one for your home 

and one for each car) 
0 Fire Extinguisher
0 Whistle 
0 Compass 

Food 
0 Minimum 7-day supply of

nonperishable food that requires 
no refrigeration or preparation, 
and little or no water 

0 Drycereal
0 Peanut butter 
0 Canned fruits 
0 Canned vegetables 
0 Canned juice 
0 Ready-to-eat canned meats 
0 Ready-to-eat soups (not concentrated) 
0 Quick energy snacks 
0 Graham crackers 

Important documents 
D Important telephone numbers 
0 Record of bank account numbers 
0 Family records (birth, marriage,

death certificates) 
0 Inventory of household valuables 

with digital pictures and video 
0 Copy of will, insurance policies
0 Records of credit card account

numbers and companies 
· D Copy of passport, social security 

cards, and immunization records 
D Current Utility Bills

Pet Needs 
0 Food, leash, collar/ harness,

carrier, non-tip food and water 
containers 

Water 
0 7 gallons per person, minimum,

in a food-grade, plastic container 
0 Additional water for sanitation

Sanitation 
0 Disinfectant 
0 Household chlorine bleach 
0 Soap, liquid detergent 
0 Toiletpaper, towelettes,papertowels 
0 Personal hygiene items 
0 Cloth towels (at least 3) 
0 Feminine supplies 
0 Plastic bucket with tight lid 
0 Plastic garbage bags, ties (for 

personal sanitation use) 
0 Hand Sanitizer 

Supplies 
0 Insect Repellent 
0 Sunscreen 
0 Aluminum Foil 
0 Paper, Pencil 
0 Plastic sheeting and tarp 
0 Medicine dropper 
0 Needles, thread 
0 Matches in a waterproof container 
0 Plastic storage containers 
0 Ziplock bags 

Tools 
0 Assorted nails, wood screws 
0 Pliers, screwdriver, hammer 
0 Paper, Pencil ;•, 
0 Heavyrope
0 Tape, duct tape and plumber's 

tape or strap iron 
0 Patch kit and can of seal-in-air

for tires 
0 Shut off wrench to turn off

household gas & water 

You may include 
0 Family photos, jewelry and select 

irreplaceable personal items. 
0 An external Hard Drive 
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GETTINGtfREPARED 

Protecting Your Boat 
Marine Prep 

• Check your marina contract for policies and 
procedures for hurricanes. 

• Check with the manufacturer for proper ways to 
secure your boat during a storm. 

• Consider moving arrangements well in advance of 
an approaching storm. 

• Trailerable boats should be removed from the 
water and securely stored at least 48-hours before 
a hurricane is expected to make landfall. 

• Purchase necessary hurricane materials such as 
additional mooring lines, crew anchors, fenders, 
fender boards, chafing gear, and anchors. 

• Safe storm moorings should consist of good 
condition ropes of sufficient diameter and length, 
with at least three or four substantial anchor 
points.

• Do not moor parallel to bank Receding tides often 
capsize boats in this type of mooring. 

What to do if 
you live in a 

flood-prone area: 

• Buy flood insurance.
• Determine if you live behind a

levee, find out who owns the levee 
near you, and do your part 
to promote levee safety. 

• Visualize the impact if your levee is 
over-topped or breached and your 
neighborhood is flooded. 

• Develop an emergency action plan 
to follow in case of flooding. 

• Take advance precautions to reduce 
potential flood damage. 

• Support funding initiatives for levee 
improvement projects. 

,, 
:i 

Business & Employee 
Preparation 

• Identify and protect vital records. Backup and 
store key files off site. 

• Protect electronic equipment from possible water 
damage. 

• Have extra cash and blank checks in case extra 
money is needed after the storm. 

• Identify a safe room for employees who must 
remain in the building. 

• Develop a 24-hour emergency contact list with 
phone numbers for employees to check in and 
receive company information. 

• Establish a temporary location for business 
operations in case your facility is damaged. 

• Give employees enough time to secure their homes 
and families.

• Consider paying employees before they leave to 
prepare their homes. 
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GETTING PREPARED 

How to prepare for a flood 
Be informed 

• Know if you are located in a flood-prone area and 
your flood risk. 

• Stay informed through local media, trusted social 
media sites, the Ready Brazoria County App, city 
and/or county websites. 

If you have pets or livestock 
• Consider precautionary evacuation of your 

animals. Waiting until the last minute could be 
fatal for them and dangerous for you. 

• Move livestock to higher ground. 
• Don't leave companion animals behind if you 

evacuate your home. Tying up animals can 
cause the animal to suffer unnecessarily and be 
vulnerable to the elements and possible drowning. 

• Prepare an animal emergency kit. The kit should 
include food, bowl, leash, crate, bed, toys and any 
medication your animal may need. 

Protect your home 
• Clear gutters and drains. Keep gutter and drainage 

systems clear to carry water away from your home. 
• Catalog possessions. Using a digital camcor;der or 

camera, create a home inventory for insura ce. 
Store digital files on a USB drive and take it with
you during an evacuation event. 

• Raise furniture and move expensive items to a
safe location. Take irreplaceable items such as 
photographs and important documents with you if
asked to evacuate. 

• Anchor your fuel tanks. Unanchored tanks can 
float, rupture, and release fuel.

• Tum off your electricity at the breaker box.and 
unplug sensitive equipment, such as computers, 
TV's, etc. before evacuating your home. 

Be repared to evacuate 
• If Mandatory Evacuation is issued by officials,

leave the area for your safety and the safety of your 
family. REMEMBER, take your animals with you. 

• For your safety, you will not be able to re-Jnter an 
evacuated area until area is deemed safe to return 
by local officials.

Turn around don't drown 
• Do not drive into or go near flooded streets or areas. 
• Do not go around safety barriers or barricades. 
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IF YOU HAVE YOUR OWN TRANSPORTATION 

Evacuation Plans 

How do I know when to evacuate? 
Don't wait! It is NOT safe to wait. Plan to leave early. 
Mandatory evacuation orders will come from your 
local officials. Evacuations will be based on zip codes. 
Please be prepared to leave immediately. See pages 
19-21 for specific information pertaining to your city 1s 
communication of recommended evacuations. 

Should I evacuate? 
Do not wait until a mandatory evacuation is issued. Monitor 
conditions and leave whenever you can. Hurricanes and 
disasters can be extremely unpredictable and can become 
much more dangerous in a matter of hours. 

Where should I go? 
You may evacuate to any city you choose. Brazoria 
County residents who need shelter should go to Belton, 
Texas. If you do not have hotel reservations or family you 
can stay with, you may evacuate to the public shelters. 
See map on page 10. 

What route should I take? 
There are no mandatory routes you must take when 
evacuating from your city. In fact, there are several 
different routes you may take. When weather is good, 
take your family on an outing to check routes and 
become familiar with roadways and fuel locations. 

The State has designated evacuation routes: SH-36, SH-
288, SH-6, l-45, SH-290, HWY-59. Ifyou choose to take 
an alternate route, essential services such as food, fuel, 
etc. are not guaranteed. Depending on the strength of the 
storm, contra-flow lanes might be open on SH-45, l-10, 
and SH-290 thirty-six (36) hours prior to the arrival of 
gale force winds. Plan your evacuation routes carefully 
(having more than one route planned), realizing that 
contra-flow lanes have priority over all other routes. 
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When evacuating you should: 
• Coordinate your departure with the people who 

will be traveling with you. 
• Notify an out-of-area person of your evacuation plans. 
• Make arrangements for your pets.
• Pack your disaster supply kit into your vehicle. 
• Secure your home. 
• Double check your evacuation route and leave. 

Should I carry food and 
drinks in my car? 
Yes! Stopping for food or drinks during a large scale 
evacuation may significantly delay you in getting to your 
destination. Some restaurants and stores along hurricane 
routes may be closed and those that are open are likely 
to be very crowded. Additionally, once you leave the 
evacuation route to purchase food or drinks, it may be 
difficult to re-enter the flow of traffic. 1· 

What can I do to help others? 
Check on friends, neighbors and assist them if you can to 
make sure they can evacuate. If you cannot, help them get 
in touch with the local emergency management office. 

I don't want to evacuate! 
Should you choose to stay there will be NO 
SHELTERS in Brazoria County. There will be 
NO SERVICES available to you (sewer, water, 
electricity, etc). Hospitals will close, ambulances 
will not run, and police and fire cannot respond 
until the storm passes. 
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