
a very active Zoom assistant, and 

always provided helpful comments 

and ideas. I also want to thank Susan, 

without whose support and under-

standing I could not have devoted 

the time required to serve as NTAS 

President. 

NTAS accomplished a lot in the 

past 2 years: we changed the name 

of our Society; revised our Constitu-

tion and Bylaws; moved our in-

person meetings (remember those?) 

to a new meeting room; purchased 

and began to use a new PA system 

for our meetings; purchased a new 

projector (which, thanks to Covid-

19, we have not yet been able to 

use); issued Special Publication #1 on 

Homer Norris’s work in Parker 

County; implemented a conference 

call option for Board meetings fol-

In my article last month, I congrat-

ulated the newly elected Board of 

Directors who will lead NTAS dur-

ing 2021 and 2022. This month, I 

would again like to wish them much 

success throughout their 2-year 

terms. At the same time, I want to 

thank the 2019-2020 Board 

(pictured on page 2 in a recent 

Zoom Board meeting screen shot). I 

have really enjoyed working with: 

 

Vice President: 

     Bryan Jameson 

Vice President – Projects: 

     Catrina Banks Whitley 

Secretary: 

     Lloyd Erwin (I sincerely miss and 

     will continue to miss Lloyd) 

Treasurer: 

     Dana Ritchie 

Internet Chair: 

     Gen Freix 

Publications (Newsletter) Editor: 

     Molly Hall 

Historian: 

     Linda Lang 

Immediate Past President: 

     Chris Meis 
 

I especially want to thank Gen, 

who besides serving an extra term as 

Internet Chair, repeatedly volun-

teered when we needed her to take 

minutes at Board meetings, served as 
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lowed several months ago by Zoom Board meetings; and began to hold our monthly meetings by 

Zoom.  

Zoom technology actually opened up participation in our meetings to more people from more lo-

cations than in-person meetings ever could have. Recent NTAS Zoom meetings have been attended 

by individuals in Montreal, Canada; Cancun, Mexico; Illinois, Oregon, and across Texas. Our progress 

in successfully utilizing Zoom would not have been possible without the willingness to help and the 

productive practice sessions supported by our Zoom assistants: 

Gen Freix 

Katrina Nuncio 

Carolyn Coughlin 

Dana Ritchie 

Annaliese Sonntag 

Patrick Emmons 

Despite the difficulties of the past year, NTAS has continued to grow, adding new members every 

month. We now have members throughout Texas (e.g., Beaumont, Brownsville, Austin) and outside 

of the State (e.g., Mississippi, Oregon).  

As a “new year reminder”, NTAS membership is on a calendar year basis. That means that unless 

you joined NTAS as a first-time member in the last quarter (Oct-Dec) of 2020, your membership 

renewal dues for 2021 should be paid in January. We will remind members periodically through the 

first quarter of next year that “dues are due”. 

It has been a privilege and a pleasure to serve as the President of NTAS for the past 2 years. As I 

approach the end of my term, I wish you: 

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and Continued Success for NTAS!!! 

President’s Message Continued from Page 1 
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Preservation Dallas Education Award to Tim Sullivan 

Preservation Dallas is a non-profit organization dedicated to the preservation and revitalization of the city’s his-

toric buildings, neighborhoods and places. Part of this mission is educating the public about historic buildings and 

neighborhoods that make Dallas a vibrant and viable place to live. Each year Preservation Dallas hosts an Achieve-

ment Awards honoring Dallas’ outstanding residential and commercial historic preservation projects and those 

individuals who have worked on them. NTAS member Tim Sullivan is one of those receiving the Education Award 

for his work as a co-leader of the Finding Little Egypt Project for 2020.  Some members of NTAS (when it was still 

TCAS) assisted in the project and others were able to attend the talks he gave at TAS and NTAS on the progress 

on that project.  

 

Little Egypt was the name of a small African American Freedman community located in what is now Lake High-

lands in Dallas from 1883 to 1962. The five-year project involved a learning community of students from History 

and Anthropology classes, focused on investigating Little Egypt using oral history, archival, genealogical, archeolog-

ical and geo-spatial research, along with virtual 3-D reconstruction of one of the houses. As a result of their 

work, the site has been approved for a Historic Marker by the State of Texas.  

 

The Preservation Dallas Awards ceremony, originally scheduled for May 2020 had to be moved to a virtual event 

on November 18, 2020.  For more information on Preservation Dallas and the award, see this link: https://

www.preservationdallas.org/events/preservation-achievement-awards/ 

 

For more information on the Finding Little Egypt project, see the following:  

https://dallasgenealogy.com/dgs/the-case-of-the-missing-community-little-egypt-and-the-history-detectives-of-

richland-college/ 

 

https://core.tdar.org/document/435598/finding-little-egypt 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HwhTy6AwlhM  

Update Your Calendar - NTAS Monthly Meeting Speakers 

 

January:  Dr. Charles Frederick 
February 11th:  Dr. Catrina Banks Whitley 

March 11th:  Josh Haefner 

Welcome New NTAS Members: 
 

 

Erin Kielty          Paula Galvan          Miranda Ehlers          Thomas Guderjan 

TAS Academy Scholarships Available 

The Texas Archeological Society is offering 3 academies next year. The Archeobotany and Lithic academies will 

be virtual and the Archeology 101 Academy will have a virtual classroom portion with a hands-on day of excava-

tion. See details about the academies on pages 6-8 of this newsletter. 

 

NTAS offers scholarships that can be used for these academies (or other TAS educational events). For details, 

please visit:  https://ntxas.org/scholarships 

https://www.preservationdallas.org/events/preservation-achievement-awards/
https://www.preservationdallas.org/events/preservation-achievement-awards/
https://dallasgenealogy.com/dgs/the-case-of-the-missing-community-little-egypt-and-the-history-detectives-of-richland-college/
https://dallasgenealogy.com/dgs/the-case-of-the-missing-community-little-egypt-and-the-history-detectives-of-richland-college/
https://core.tdar.org/document/435598/finding-little-egypt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HwhTy6AwlhM
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Jimmy Barrera — President 
   Shortly after moving to north Texas from Austin, I joined 

NTAS in 2012 and have immensely enjoyed membership in 

this organization. A native of Corpus Christi, I have been an 

archeologist for over 20 years starting as a volunteer with a 

consulting firm at age 18. Archeological fieldwork has taken 

me to a few countries and a whole pile of states. I completed 

an undergrad degree in Anthropology (minor History) at 

Texas State University and a master’s degree in Anthropology 

(minor Geography) at Texas Tech University.  

   In childhood I was constantly outdoors whether it was biol-

ogy fieldwork with a marine biologist mom or avidly hunting/

fishing/hiking/camping with dad and grandad. These experienc-

es provided continual exposure to archeology, history, and a 

scientific approach. Past positions as an archeologist include 
volunteer roles, staff on research projects, consultant at nu-

merous firms, and with the state of Texas. The Texas Arche-

ological Society is another organization I really enjoy and for 

the past six years I have chaired the TAS Academy Commit-

tee. Today I work for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 

Fort Worth, an exciting and satisfying job with most time 

spent as an “archeocrat” but I wear numerous other hats. 

Home is Arlington with my lovely wife Diamond, who is also 

an archeologist, and our spoiled pup Tuffy the Diva.  

Newly Elected NTAS Board Members for 2021-2022 

Gwen Durrant — Treasurer 
 
Hi all! I’ve been a member of TAS for 25 years and 

NTAS for 15 years. I’m from the east side of the 

metroplex -- raised in Garland and currently living in 

Murphy with my husband and teenage son.  I double-
majored in  Archaeology & Museum Studies (B.A., 

1991) at Baylor University, then Archaeology at Bos-

ton University (M.A, 1995), and then worked in CRM 

in Texas and the Northeast for a while. For the past 

15+ years I’ve been working as an Accountant/Admin. 

in the construction industry while dabbling in archae-

ology from the sidelines. I look forward to becoming 

more involved in NTAS and serving as your Treasur-

er!   
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Tim Sullivan — Secretary  
Tim Sullivan received a BA in Anthropology from the Univer-

sity of Southern California, an MA in Conservation Archaeol-

ogy (CRM) from SMU and a Ph.D. in History from the Uni-

versity of Texas at Arlington. He has taught Anthropology, 

Sociology, and History for the Dallas County Community 

College District (now Dallas College), and as an adjunct for 

Texas Christian University (Anthropology) and UTA 

(History). Along with teaching, he has worked periodically on 

CRM projects, and recently completed working with stu-

dents at Richland College (part of Dallas College), on the 

Finding Little Egypt Project in Dallas.  He enjoys a wide field 

of interests in history and archaeology, recently focusing on 

Historical Archaeology.  After 42 years of teaching, he is now 

retired and looks forward to serving as Secretary of NTAS, 
and continuing as Chair of the Collegiate Scholarship Com-

mittee for TAS. He lives in Arlington with his wife, Patricia, 

and their two very spoiled dogs.  

Annaliese Sonntag — Internet Chair  
 
Annaliese Sonntag is originally from the Houston area. 

She graduated from Austin College (B.A, 2011) with 

a major in Anthropology and double major in Philosophy 

and Religious Studies, focusing primarily on East Asian cul-
tures. She became a member of TAS in 2015 and NTAS in 

2016. After spending 5 years working Mortgage and Fi-

nance and volunteering on archeology projects around 

Texas, she began working in CRM as an Archeologist in 

2017. She currently serves on the TAS Internet Commit-

tee and is excited to assist NTAS in the role of Internet 

Chair. 
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NTAS Volunteers with TxDOT at Sartin Hotel Excavation 

Several NTAS members volunteered with TxDOT doing screening at the Sartin Hotel excavations in Bolivar.  

Lori Connolley and a glass marble. 

Photo courtesy of Lori Connolley. 

Gwen Durrant. 

Photo courtesy of Lori Connolley. 

Sartin Hotel excavations. 

Photo courtesy of 

Savanah Neal. 
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Plate found in the Sartin Hotel Excavations. Photo and artifact details courtesy of Doug Boyd. 

Kristin Kaosa and 

Vicenzo Ramos. 

Photo courtesy of 

Lori Connolley. 
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December 2020      NORTH TEXAS ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY (NTAS)  MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

 

Name(s)   

 

Address            Preferred Phone  

 

City\State\Zip            Email Address   

 

Emergency Contact(s): Please provide the following information regarding the individual(s) from whom we can request or to whom we may 

provide information in the event of an emergency. Please consider listing at least one contact who does not live at your residence. 
 

Primary Contact Name          Alternate Contact Name 
 

Relationship           Relationship 
 

Phone Number           Phone Number 

 
I want my newsletter delivered by ____ email ($0) or ____ by USPS mail. ($10)  Thank you for choosing delivery by email.  

 

Membership Type & Fees (Membership Term: January to December) 
_____ New _____ Individual  $20  _____ USPS Mail Delivery $10 

_____ Renewal _____ Family  $25   _____ Optional Memorial Fund Contribution 

  _____ Student  $10 (enrolled in grade school through college/university whose coursework is considered to be half time or more) 

  _____ Contributing  $30 
 

**Please make checks payable to NTAS** 

 
Code of Ethics (signature required): I PLEDGE THAT I WILL NOT INTENTIONALLY VIOLATE THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF 

ANY FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL ANTIQUITIES STATUTES CONCERNING CULTURAL RESOURCES OR ENGAGE IN THE PRACTICES 

OF BUYING OR SELLING ARTIFACTS FOR COMMERCIAL PURPOSES OR ENGAGE IN THE WILLFUL DESTRUCTION OR DISTORTION 

OF ARCHEOLOGICAL DATA OR DISREGARD PROPER ARCHEOLOGICAL FIELD TECHNIQUES. I UNDERSTAND THAT FAILURE TO 

FOLLOW THESE GUIDELINES WILL PROVIDE GROUNDS FOR EXPULSION FROM THE SOCIETY. 

 
Signature _________________________________________________________________  Date ___________________ 

NTAS Board 

Dana Ritchie 

Treasurer 
 

secretary@ntxas.org 

Secretary 
 

Chris Meis 

Immediate Past President 

 

James Everett 

President 
 

Bryan Jameson 

Vice President 
 

Catrina Banks Whitley 

Vice President—Projects 

 

Linda Lang 

Historian 
 

Gen Freix 

Internet Chair 
 

Molly Hall 

Newsletter Editor 

Two easy and quick ways to pay your 2020 NTAS dues! 
 

By PayPal: Complete the Application Form and pay online with PayPal at the NTAS website,           

ntxas.org/membership (PLEASE NOTE: The browser Chrome does not interface with PayPal 

through our website.  Please use a different browser.)  
 

By mail: Complete the application below and mail it with your check to: 

               North Texas Arch Society, PO Box 24679, Fort Worth, TX 76124 

NTAS - Preserving the Past for the Future 

http://www.tarrantarch.org/

