
Pinto Mountains State Park (PPMSP) in 

Stephens and Palo Pinto counties. The 

archeological guides were Ken Law-

rence and Ashley Eyeington of SWCA 

Environmental Consultants, Tony Lyle 

of TPWD, and myself. This tour was 

the culmination of about ten years of 
archeological investigations and re-

search in which all four of us have 

been involved; a unique opportunity 

to hear about very cool archeology. 

We had terrific assistance from the 

park staff who drove everyone around 

in TPWD 4WD vehicles and were a 

genuine pleasure. Approximately 20 

NTAS members participated and pro-

vided very positive feedback on their 

experience (Figure 1 and Figure 2). 

The participants toured through very 

(Continued on page 2) 

As we enter the holiday season I 

wish everyone happy holidays and 

hope you are enjoying the Fall weath-

er. Please consider participating in the 

NTAS opportunities listed in the No-

vember newsletter! A special thanks 

to both Dr. Tim Sullivan for setting up 
the lab opportunity at the Richland 

Campus of Dallas College (Nov 19 & 

20), and to Chris Meis for setting up 

the NTAS excavation dates at the 

Clovis Field Project (Dec 11 & 12). 

This month’s newsletter has more de-

tails on the lab and excavation oppor-

tunities (and more), please sign-up! 

Almost 60 folks tuned in for the Oc-

tober 14th monthly NTAS meeting to 

enjoy Allen Rutherford’s program. Al-

len provided a wonderful overview of 

the Bois d’Arc Lake project with de-

tailed information about the Caddo 

occupations investigated at site 

41FN178. It was exciting to hear 

about large-scale archeological excava-

tions on a massive project with spec-

tacular findings and preservation right 

here in north Texas. The October 

14th program was recorded and is 

available on the NTAS YouTube chan-

nel: https://www.youtube.com/

channel/UChDKM9I3UdiYizPyG 

3duohQ/featured  

On October 9th and 10th NTAS and 

the Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-

ment (TPWD) hosted a tour of arche-

ological sites at the not-yet-open Palo 
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interesting historic archeologi-

cal sites, diverse prehistoric 

sites, and a geoarcheological 

interpretation of the park val-

ley. 

The Texas Archeological So-

ciety’s (TAS) 92nd Annual Meet-

ing was held October 22-23, 

2021 (virtually). Many NTAS 

members participated and a 

core group of NTAS folks 

were behind the scenes work-

ing hard to ensure success for 

this year’s meeting. Congrats 
to the following NTAS mem-

bers who presented (including 

co-presenters) excellent re-

search and programs during the 

92nd Annual Meeting: Declan 

Williams, Dr. Gus Costa, Dr. 

Charles Frederick, Dr. Kevin 

Hanselka, Dr. Ashley Lemke, 

Dr. Nadya Prociuk, Becky Shel-

ton, and Dr. Tamra Walter. I 

would like to extend a sincere 

thanks to Linda Lang, James 

Everett, Tim Sullivan, Ray Wal-

lace, Dana Ritchie, and Gen 

Freix for their hard work over 

several -months- (yes months!) 

in preparation for the TAS An-

nual Meeting. Please join me in 

thanking these folks for a job 

well done the next time you 

have a chance. The Annual 

Meeting was a great success 

this year thanks to all the volun-

teers who spent many hours preparing and to the many tremendous programs. All this preparation paid 

off (Figure 3)!  

The NTAS Executive Committee decided to continue holding the monthly meetings via Zoom until the 

current COVID-19 rates have improved. We will notify the membership once we have decided to return 

to in-person meetings. Our November guest speaker Ms. Marybeth S. F. Tomka of the Texas Archeologi-

cal Research Laboratory at UT Austin (TARL) will present via Zoom on archeological collections of doc-

uments and artifacts. Ms. Tomka is a recognized expert and leader in her field at the state and national 
level. This will be a great opportunity to learn what happens after field work once all the documents and 

artifacts become curated in a certified repository like TARL. Look forward to seeing you there on the 

11th! 

      Jimmy Barrera 

(Continued from page 1) 
President’s Message 

Figure 1. October 9th PPMSP group at ca. 1880 railroad oven (bread oven). 

Figure 2. October 10th PPMSP group at ca. 1919 dam 
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November Speaker:  Marybeth S. F. Tomka  

What Happens after the Dirt? 

The Continuing Lifecycle of Artifacts and Records in a Repository  
 

This program will focus on rehabilitation efforts and 

how the storage conditions of both the documenta-

tion and artifacts affects using the artifacts for re-

search years down the line with an emphasis on 

tracking what happened in between. 

 

Ms. Tomka has 30 plus years of professional expe-

rience in the field of cultural resource management 

with experience in the private and public sector. Ms. 

Tomka has completed material analyses, contributed 

to archeological reports, participated as the supervi-

sor of archeological lab and field crews, and served as 

a project manager. Her interests are focused primari-

ly in the management of archeological collections 

within the context of state and federal laws, and 

Figure 3: Screen shot from October 23rd 9:30-9:55am poster session 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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sound archival practice. Ms. Tomka has completed training sessions (one day to six weeks) offered by North-

ern States Conservation Center, the Southeastern Library Network, and the Society of American Archivists; 

workshops sponsored by the United States Department of Interior for Non-Federal Repositories and the Part-

nership Conferences, the Texas Historical Commission: state and federal historic preservation law and pro-

cess, and the National Register of Historic Places. In June 2012, Ms. Tomka received her Professional Certifica-

tion in Collections Management from the University of Victoria (UVic).  

Ms. Tomka joined the staff of the Texas Archeological Research Lab (TARL) in July 2014 as the Head of Col-

lections.  Her responsibilities include the care and management of collections from State and Federal jurisdic-

tion totaling over 50 million objects. She is currently working on an integrated collections database to include 

all aspects of the necessary collections management documentation.   

Working at the Center for Archaeological Research (CAR) staff from July 2000-July 2014, Ms. Tomka served 

in two major roles. As the laboratory director for contract projects, she supervised and trained undergraduate 

and graduate student employees, volunteers, and interns; coordinated artifact processing from the field 

through analyses to the final curation of the collections; and the maintenance of computerized catalogues and 

database management. As curator, Ms. Tomka developed the collections management policies and procedures, 

supervised the development of the Center's repatriation policy, and instituted phased rehabilitation projects to 

upgrade the care of the collections. As an outgrowth of work with community volunteers, she was the tech-

nical lead for public field schools at Rancho de Las Cabras in Wilson County in 2007 and 2009. In 2008 and 

2010, she taught the summer five-week UTSA Field School. During the four years the site was open, volun-

teers were invited to work alongside professional archeologists. 

In the private sector, Ms. Tomka's was a member of a national environmental consulting firm with duties in-

cluding supervision of lab technicians, database management, analysis of materials, technical writing, and cura-

tion, as well as advising the senior project managers concerning artifact database design and estimation of cura-

tion costs. As the only junior project manager in the Austin office, Ms. Tomka frequently acted as a deputy 

project manager on large projects and served as project manager on smaller (<$50k) projects.   

Ms. Tomka advanced from a laboratory technician to the Curator of Archaeology at the Texas Parks and 

Wildlife Department, responsible for collections management and the supervision of lab technicians. Ms. 

Tomka worked at TARL during graduate school as the lab supervisor for field projects and as a records techni-

cian in the site files and conducting file searches as needed.  Ms. Tomka performed material culture analyses, 

collections management for the WS Ranch as an undergraduate and graduate student. While conducting Mas-

ter's thesis research, she served as a teacher's assistant and area supervisor for the UT field school (1984; 

1985), providing oversight and instruction in proper archeological field and lab techniques.  In 1982, Ms. Tomka 

was a co-recipient of a National Endowment for the Humanities Youth grant for work on the WS Ranch Site.  

She has a B.A. in Anthropology from the University of Texas at Austin, an M.A. in Anthropology from the 

University of Texas at Austin, a Professional Specialization Certification in Collections Managements from the 

University of Victoria, and is a Registered Professional Archaeologist. 

(Continued from Page 3) November Speaker:  Marybeth S. F. Tomka  

Update Your Calendar - NTAS Monthly Meeting Speakers 

 

2021 Annual Christmas Party Cancelled 
*Mark your calendars for next year’s party on December 10, 2022!* 

 

January 13th: Robert Denkhaus (Fort Worth Nature Center and Refuge) 

February 10th: Reid Ferring (Aubrey Clovis Site) 
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From the Archives 

Linda Lang 
 

For this month, we look back exactly thirty years to the TCAS NEWS in 

1991. The November newsletter of that year provides a glimpse at organi-

zation life with references to TAS annual meeting, holiday plans, and other 

interesting tidbits. See what has changed and what has stayed the same. The 
publication includes a wonderful little piece about Plains Indians’ tipis. If you 

wish to access this resource, let me know! Email Linda Lang 

at lottlang@gmail.com. 

Reminder, NTAS is currently working with the University of Texas at Arlington to transfer our archive 

holdings to their Special Collections, which will make our collection more readily available to society 

members and preserve our organization’s legacy. We welcome new contributions to the collection. 

Please contact me if you are interested in donating. 

The NTAS Executive Committee meetings (held two Tuesdays before the monthly meetings) are open 

to the membership, and minutes from the meetings can be obtained from the President or Secretary. The 

following item passed via vote during the November 2, 2021 Executive Committee Meeting. 

-Decided not to hold a 2021 Christmas Party. The Executive Committee has already marked December 

10th, 2022 as the date for next year’s party. 

NTAS Executive Committee Voting Items 

See below for several opportunities open to the NTAS membership. Please join us for one (or all!) of 

these events! 

 

Artifact Collections at Dallas College 
 

NTAS is planning an archeological lab project to work with prehistoric collections from New Mexico and 

Texas. The collections are held in the Anthropology Lab at Richland Campus of Dallas College. Dates for 

the lab work are November 19 & 20, 2021. No experience necessary! If you have interest to sign-up 

please contact Dr. Tim Sullivan at secretary@ntxas.org. 

 

Clovis Field Excavations 
 

Excavation dates are December 11th and 12th for NTAS members at the Clovis Field Project in Mills 

County. No experience necessary! See page 6 for details and if interested to sign-up or for more infor-

mation please contact Chris Meis at lptmeis@sbcglobal.net. 

 

NTAS Awards Ad Hoc Committee 
 

We are seeking members to join the new NTAS Awards ad hoc committee. Please consider participating 

to help award the efforts of your fellow members. If interested to join this committee please contact  

president@ntxas.org. 

 

NTAS Nominating Committee 
 

Looking for folks with interest to join the Nominating Committee. This committee will select NTAS of-

ficer candidates for the Fall of 2022. If interested to join please contact president@ntxas.org  

NTAS Opportunities 

mailto:lottlang@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@ntxas.org
mailto:lptmeis@sbcglobal.net
mailto:president@ntxas.org
mailto:president@ntxas.org
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Call for NTAS Volunteers – Mills County “Clovis Field” Site  

Chris Meis 
 

We will be returning to this site in Mills County for a couple of weekends of ground-truthing the target data 

arising from the GPR grids established on Del Barnett’s ranch.  The title for this site comes from the land-

owner as he found a Clovis point and a polyhedral core on the surface of this field. The site is west of 

Goldthwaite, Texas, and we will be working on Saturday and Sunday, November 13-14 and December 11-12. 

We start at 10:00 am and work until 4:00 pm (it is after all deer season in Texas!). It is a little different than 

some excavations in that we are trying to determine what the targets actually are. We have 38 of these tar-

gets in the 40m x 40m grid we are currently working in. We know there is evidence of Archaic occupations in 

the upper levels of this field, but our main interest is trying to find later occupations.   

Camping is available on the Barnett ranch, or there are motels available in Goldthwaite. 

NTAS weekend at the Clovis Field 

We are trying to make the December weekend a special NTAS excavation weekend, hopefully getting sev-

eral NTAS volunteers down to help. Our ranch which is about 45 minutes east of the site will be available for 

overnight accommodations. We can sleep about 15 guests, so therefore those signing up first get a bed. Lots 

of room to camp at our place also if you prefer that. We plan on having a cookout Saturday evening at the 

ranch, so it will be a chance to catch up with your NTAS friends that you have missed over the last two years.    

Let me know if you plan on volunteering for either weekend so we can get a headcount. I will also send out 

directions to the dig site and or the Meis ranch once you contact me. If you’d like to stay at our ranch for the 

December weekend I will try and save you a bed.   

Feel free to call me or email if you have any questions. 

Chris Meis         lptmeis@sbcglobal.net              214-704-2328 

Royce Baker (left); Kathleen Hughes and Dr. Steve Howard (right) at the Clovis Field Site. 

mailto:lptmeis@sbcglobal.net
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The Cross Timbers Texas Master Naturalist group. 

Bret Williamson and Molly Hall 
 

On October 2nd, Bret Williamson assisted Michelle Villafranca (Fort Worth Parks Operations and Nat-

ural Resource Manager) on an interdisciplinary field trip for this year's Cross Timbers Master Naturalists 

(including NTAS member Dana Austin), to visit examples of Fort Worth Prairie and Western Cross Tim-

bers savanna on properties not open to the public. Bret was able to speak about archeology and Native 

American resource exploitation during the all-day event, and passed out several NTAS brochures. Ap-

proximately 27 people participated.  

October 27th, Molly Hall presented about archeology to the Indian Trails Chapter (serving Ellis and 

Navarro counties) of the same organization. There were 18 engaged and curious participants at the 

event; several took NTAS pamphlets and were interested to learn about activities where they could get 

hands-on experience with archaeological materials. 

Alan Skinner will be presenting to the Red River group in November, as well. 

Compiled by Molly Hall 
The Archaeological Conservancy Fall Lecture Series              Fall 2021 
Virtual and Free           https://www.archaeologicalconservancy.org/virtual-lectures-2021-fall/ 

 November 18 — The Moon’s Tears Fell on Cahokia 

Past lecture series and lectures (including one from September 2021 on the Gault site) are available on 

the same website. 

TAS Geoarch 201 Academy              March 6-7, 2022 
Victoria, TX          See the TAS Website for details https://www.txarch.org/Geoarcheology-Academy 

SAA 87th Annual Meeting         March 30-April 3, 2022 
Chicago, IL                      Submission Deadline: September 9, 2021 3pm EDT 

TAS Lithics Academy                          April 23-24, 2022 
Austin, TX                            See the TAS Website for details https://www.txarch.org/page-18216 

Archeological Events & Announcements 

NTAS Members and the Texas Master Naturalists 

https://www.txarch.org/Geoarcheology-Academy
https://ecommerce.saa.org/SAA_AbstractSubmission_PROD/Account/LogOn
https://www.txarch.org/page-18216
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TAS Field School Excavations 

NTAS Scholarship Recipients Report on Their Experiences at TAS Field School 

David Garrett Powell 
 

My name is David Garrett Powell and I'm a newer member. This summer I was given the opportunity 

to attend the annual Texas Archeological Society’s field school, which was great! I was working on the 

historical site where my team and I were able to define the perimeter of both the “tennis court” on site 

and the “dance hall”. My goal is to become a Battlefield Archeologist and this trip solidified my desire to 

continue pursuing Archeology in my col-

lege studies.  I met several pivotal mem-

bers of TAS that I conversed with and 

made lasting connections. I can honestly 

say that Archeology Field School 2021 

will be a memory I will never forget. 

Thank you all for the hands on experi-

ence, fellowship, and learning opportuni-

ty.  

Garrett with Linda Gorski 
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Morgan Beck 
 

This was my first TAS Field School experience and it was everything I imagined it would be and more. 

This field school was my first step back into what felt like a normal world after the pandemic had changed 

so many of our lives so much, meeting everyone face to face and being able to share in our sense of relief 

at the time was such a great experience.  

Whether it was reconnecting with old friends or finding new ones, the sense of community that I 

gained from TAS over the week at the campground and in the field was immense. I chose to sign up for 

survey for most of the week, along with my friend Ashley Green who introduced me to NTAS when we 

first met. We were placed on the team of Chris Meis who let us use our self-proclaimed mapping skills in 

the field and was overall an awesome crew leader to have worked with. John Forister was on our crew 

as well; he taught me to use a handheld GPS, and I gained so much from having met him along with the 

rest of the crew. One of my favorite experiences in the field was conducting my first shovel test with the 

help of Phillip Darcy and Ashley. There was something special about working hard with these people that 

made me feel proud to be a part of it all. These hands-on experiences were exactly what I needed to 

learn how to apply my classroom knowledge to real world situations. 

I was surrounded by so many wonderful, experienced, knowledgeable people while attending this field 

school, my survey crew couldn’t have been any better, the experiences will stick with me for a lifetime. I 

was so thankful to receive a scholarship through NTAS to attend; without it I might not have discovered 

such an amazing group of people and such a wonderful learning opportunity. I look forward to the next 

TAS Field School with excitement; it seems like it can’t come soon enough. 

Morgan on a survey crew at the TAS Field School. 
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Tarrant Count Historical Commission Opportunity 

Bill Perdue 
 

For those of you who have requested information on being appointed to the Tarrant County 

Historical Commission, the official application can be found at the end of the newsletter. I know 

it has been a struggle for some of you to get information, and I hope this will fix that problem. If 

you can fill it out and send it to me (along with what county precinct you are in) I will get it taken 

care of. Email or regular mail will work. My address is listed below. Please do not mail it to my of-

fice as it is listed on the bottom of the form; that mail sometimes gets lost. I got one letter 45 

days after it was mailed. County bureaucracy at work. The commission does a lot to preserve 

the history of Tarrant County and all of the cities and other municipalities in the area. The work 

we are doing on the museum in the old Courthouse is a prime example. We also work to help 

save old cemeteries in the county as well. There are over 120 historic cemeteries in the area and 

some are in need of serious help. There are Archaeological locations that are also in danger of 

being "developed" over and lost.  

 

Bill Perdue 

Tarrant County Historical Commission 

420 Country Meadow Dr. 

Mansfield, TX76063 

bilvic@aol.com  

Texas Archeological Society Annual Meeting 2022 in Tyler! 

Chris Meis 
 

The 2022 TAS Annual Meeting will be in Tyler in conjunction with the East Texas Archeo-

logical Conference on October 21-23, 2022! 

The Local Arrangements Committee will consist of individuals from NTAS and UT-Tyler. 

This is a massive undertaking for the organization and we are looking to the members 

(you!) to support both NTAS and TAS. 

We are in need of volunteers to fill many roles as we prepare for the conference and 

during the event itself. Specifically, the position of Volunteer Coordinate is vacant. This 

would include coordinating all the other volunteers such as paper/session monitors, book 

room/silent auction room monitors, etc. 

If you are interested in volunteering in any capacity, please contact Chris Meis 

(lptmeis@sbcglobal.net). 

mailto:bilvic@aol.com
mailto:lptmeis@sbcglobal.net


October Donors 
Allen Rutherford 

Welcome, New Members! 

NTAS Aims & 

Objectives 

Teresa & Bobby Carillo 

Juanita Garcia 

Cara Kraft 

Allen Rutherford 

Declan Williams 

The purposes of the Society are 
 

(1)  the promotion of scientific archeo-

logical exploration and research, 

(2)  the preservation and conservation 

of archeological materials and sites, 

(3)  the interpretation and publication 

of data pertaining thereto, and 

(4)  education of the public to the aims 

of archeology. 

We Need YOUR Help! 
There are numerous ways we would love for our members to contribute to NTAS. 

Just a few are noted here: 
 

Involve NTAS in Your Field, Lab, or Reporting Project 
Contact Catrina Whitley (vpofprojects@ntxas.org) if you would like to involve experi-

enced, skilled, and knowledgeable NTAS members in your project. 

Contribute Photos and Memories of NTAS Events 
Photos are a great way to showcase what NTAS is all about. Please send your images and 

captions to president@ntxas.org. By providing these photos, please understand they can be 

used on the NTAS website and social media platforms such as Facebook. 

Newsletter Content 
Please contribute highlights from NTAS volunteer opportunities, summaries of archeologi-

cal research and field projects, announcements and links to events, exhibits, media, and pub-

lications, etc. by sending them to Molly Hall (publicationseditor@ntxas.org). 
Nominate a member for our member spotlight feature! 
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Several major retailers have included NTAS in their rewards pro-

grams. There is no cost to you, but NTAS benefits from your 

shopping! 
 

Simply let these retailers know (by following the instructions below 

and to the right) that you would like them to contribute a portion 

of the cost of your order to NTAS. Help support NTAS by doing 

your regular shopping. 

mailto:vpofprojects@ntxas.org
mailto:president@ntxas.org
mailto:publicationseditor@ntxas.org
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Online membership form and payment option available at ntxas.org/join-and-renew  

Application form is continued on the next page 

Digital copies of the newsletter are included with every membership. If you are interested in receiv-

ing paper copies, please contact the Publications Editor  (publicationseditor@ntxas.org) or Secretary 

(secretary@ntxas.org) for pricing. 

ntxas.org/join-and-renew
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The newsletter submission deadlines are two weeks prior to the monthly meetings, and 

upcoming deadlines are listed below for the rest of 2021 and start of 2022. 

December Newsletter:  November 25 

January Newsletter:  December 30 

February Newsletter:  January 27 

March Newsletter:  February 24 

April Newsletter:  March 31 

All material published in the newsletter or in Special Publications of the North Texas Archeologi-

cal Society (NTAS), or on the NTAS website becomes the copyrighted property of NTAS.  

Executive Committee 

Gwen Durrant 

Treasurer 
 

Tim Sullivan 

Secretary 
 

James Everett 

Immediate Past President 

 

 

Jimmy Barrera 

President 
 

Ray Wallace 

Vice President 
 

Catrina Banks Whitley 

Vice President of Projects 

 

 

Newsletter Submission Deadlines 

Linda Lang 

Historian 
 

 

Internet Chair (vacant) 
 

Molly Hall 

Publications Editor 

NTAS - Preserving the Past for the Future 
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