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Working with 7 14 program was recorded and is in TPWD 4WD vehicles and were a
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Scholarship Re- | 8-9 vided very positive feedback on their
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interesting historic archeologi-
cal sites, diverse prehistoric
sites, and a geoarcheological
interpretation of the park val-
ley.

The Texas Archeological So-#
ci ety 0 s"AqnTiaANeet- ¢
ing was held October 223,
2021 (virtually). Many NTAS
members participated and a
core group of NTAS folks B
were behind the scenes work- §&
ing hard to ensure success for @& |
this year s me
to the following NTAS mem-
bers who presented (including
co-presenters) excellent re- =& ; % S :
search and programs during thglgure 1. Octobe‘P BPMSP group at ca. 1880 railroad oven (bread oven).
92" Annual Meeting: Declan RoTE, o8
Williams, Dr. Gus Costa, Dr.
Charles Frederick, Dr. Kevin
Hanselka, Dr. Ashley Lemke, @&
Dr. Nadya Prociuk, Becky She
ton, and Dr. Tamra Walter. |
would like to extend a sincere
thanks to Linda Lang, James §
Everett, Tim Sullivan, Ray Wal
lace, Dana Ritchie, and Gen
Freix for their hard work over
severatmonths (yes months!) §
in preparation for the TAS An-F1
nual Meeting. Please join me g
thanking these folks for a job ™ ™ 0
well done the nexttimeyou -
have a chance. The Annual =+ SR
Meeting was a great success F|gure 2 October”lBPMSP group at ca. 1919 dam
this year thanks to all the volun-
teers who spent many hours preparing and to the many tremendous programs. All this preparation paid
off (Figure 3)!

The NTAS Executive Committee decided to continue holding the monthly meetings via Zoom until the
current COVID-19 rates have improved. We will notify the membership once we have decided to return
to in-person meetings. Our November guest speaker Ms. Marybeth S. F. Tomka of the Texas Archeplogi-
cal Research Laboratory at UT Austin (TARL) will present via Zoom on archeological collections of doc-
uments and artifacts. Ms. Tomka is a recognized expert and leader in her field at the state and national
level. This will be a great opportunity to learn what happens after field work once all the documents and
artifacts become curated in a certified repository like TARL. Look forward to seeing you there on the
11
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Community Archaeology and Historic Preservation at Rancho Colorado,
a South Texas Farm Labor Cemetery

Christine Reiser Robbins, PhD'; Linda Dixon'; Gabriel Field*, and Mark W. Robbins, PhD?
Department of Psychology & Sociology, Texas ABM University-Kingsville, Kingsvile, TX, *Department of Social Sciences, Del Mar College, Corpus Chists, TX

INTRODUCTION

Since 2011, faculty and students from Texas ABM University-ingsville
36 Dol Mar College, and members of the Nueces County Mistorcal
Commission, have collaborated 1o research and preserve Rancho
Coiorado Cemetery, an endangered Mapan farm DO Aatork
Cometery located in rursl Nueces County in SOuth Texas. Eforts have
focused on stabiizing the site by Clearing overgrown brush, re
Gscovering and documenting burial Information, securing grave
markers, and conducting spatial analyses

We Drovide an overview of some of the knowledge which has resulted

by oy osjecnvss & METHODS

Objective 1: Pinpoint the boundaries and stabiiae the sae by Clearing
beush

Deaths The workd-wide

Rave contributed 1o
sphe i cematery
rtecrements during
1915-1923, inchuding
of young children
Artfacts found in the
cematery intmate

community concerns
for infectous Sisease,
nCuGng ant-malaria
and other medcine

Objective 2- identify grave locations through markers and other Somles Gse boude i

features

Objective 3 Precisely map and analyze the ste boundaries and grave
locations with Gis

Objective & Survey and map evidence of reCurTing te VGIRITON, 33
evidenced by artifacts and ecofacts

Objective 5: Conduct oral Nistories with descendant communities
Objective 6. Engage community members and stakeholders in
research and preservation

particular, “Growe’s
Tasteless Chilled
Tonic” (Quinine) was
e for matara 803
the fiu, and was found
as30ciated with 3
grave, possidly as an
SMenng

BACKGROUND

Once, HSPANk farm labor Cemeteries could be found on the edges of
Private farms and ranches Throughout SOUth Texas, but today they
are understudied and under-preserved. The Rancho Colorado
Cematery was founded in the 19105 &3 & burial ground for the
Hapani families who ved and worked on PRnn Farm, and nearby
farms around Petronia, Texas. it containg the graves of at least 30
HEpAnic farm workers interred Detween 1910-1950.
Today, the cematery bas in 2 fragile state of preservation. it sits on
0,60 acres in 3 heavily wooded brush at the edge of an actively
farmed field about 4.2 mies from Deiscol, TX 1t 15 abutted By the
Petronda Creek and s prone 1o floodng, InCluding two recorded
£00ds in recent decades. ARROUEH the presence of artfacts at the
site indicates continued Visitation, the cemaetery itse¥f has not had a0 presenation eforts of Rancho Colornado Cemetery. We thank
routinized upkeep for Gecades. MOSt grave markers have been Sarah RO0s and Stephanie Resendes for GIS analysis. THis project has
damaged of even dsplaced by weathering, floods, storms, o Been generously funded by grants from the Schiesinger Lidbrary at
vandalism and the site itself s overgrown by vegetation This research will aow us £ review major weathering effects, burial HANVINd Unvversty, the Pan-Amencan Roundtable of Corpus Chast:
patterns, and floodng consequences HUManTes Texas, 3nd Texas ARM Unvversty-Kngsville

As 2 colaborative endeavor by faculty, students, and community
partners, this research has created b context through which many
PArTCipants have reflected on their own cultural heritage and the
sigrificance of commenity archaeociogy 1o Cur region. We thank the
FRnn Parm Parndy Trust for thewr continued support of the research

Spechic detads used while taking pownts included whether headstones
were lying down oc vertical, if they contamed a legidtle Cate o name
marker ithology, the presence of a1sociated artifacts, and correlating
remaants that indcated the possdiity of 233O grave plots.

Figure 3: Screen shot from Octolit®389:55am poster session

November Speaker: Marybeth S. F. Tomka

What Happens after the Dirt?
The Continuing Lifecycle of Artifacts and Records in a Repository

This program will focus on rehabilitation efforts &
how the storage conditions of both the documen
tion and artifacts affects using the artifacts for
search years down the line with an emphasis
tracking what happened in between.

Ms. Tomka has 30 plus years of professional ex
rience in the field of cultural resource managemen
with experience in the private and public sector. M
Tomka has completed material analyses, contribut
to archeological reports, participated as the super
sor of archeological lab and field crews, and serve
a project manager. Her interests are focused prima
ly in the management of archeological collections
within the context of state and federal laws, and
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