




 



 

Silver Springs Lake Preservation Plan - 2024 
(Terry Klavis and David Lester) 

 

This past year the Clean Water Committee did extensive research to determine a better 
approach to control weeds and to preserve the overall condition of Silver Springs Lake.  
The committee learned that the approach of spraying weeds with aquatic herbicides by 
itself is not an effective means to control the spread of weed and algae growth, nor will it 
stop the resulting muck build-up. Dead weeds simply sink to the bottom of the lake, where 
it becomes fertilizer for new weeds.  This also promotes algae growth and muck 
accumulation.  

Since the focus of the Clean Water Committee is more than just ‘clean water’, the board 
has agreed that we will now refer to it as the Lake Preservation Committee.   Beginning this 
year, we will use a three-prong approach, to support long-term lake preservation and near-
term weed control.  

The most aggressive invasive aquatic weed beds, will be cleared by hand.  The procedure 
is called DASH (Diver Assisted Suction Harvesting). Divers physically pull the weed-plants 
out by the roots.  The pulled weeds are collected and removed from the lake. This is a once 
per year service. 

The second activity will be to maintain the boat navigation lanes. Thanks to our new 
launch we can now launch and use large Aquatic Weed Harvesting equipment, which cuts 
and collects the weeds, for off-loading and removal from the lake.  The service provider 
selected for this season is also demonstrating the effectiveness of an ILH-250 Weed 
Harvester - - which may be used to remove tens to hundreds of tons of weed biomass 
from our lake.   

We will be clearing the navigation lanes utilizing a weed harvesting service three times this 
season.  Using an ILH-250 harvester, will show us the value in expanding the weed 
harvesting program and service approach for years ahead.  

Removing nutrient rich biomass from the lake is the long-term solution for lake 
preservation and lake restoration.  It’s just like mowing and bagging your lawn clippings, to 
avoid unwanted thatch build-up.  It works slowly, over time.  If effective, the weeds will 
grow fast, be harvested, and be removed, to reverse the current nutrient build-up in our 
lake.  Over time, weed growth density will lessen and muck accumulation will be reduced.  
Dredging might also be used. 



Since weed harvesting will be used primarily to clear the boat navigation lanes this 
season, the third step will be to use aquatic herbicides to ‘knock down’ the most heavily 
infested curly leaf pond weed (CLP) patches.  

The new program-approach costs are: 

1. Survey    $   2,250 
2. DASH        18,764 
3. Cutting boat lanes     31,500  
4. CLP Treatment     13,000    

Total                 $65,514 

Over the last few seasons, the weed control program cost has averaged $23,000.00 per 
year.  From 2023 to 2024, the cost of Aquatic Herbicides has risen 300% - 400% and the 
footprint for weed bed infestation has grown.  The quote received for this year’s weed 
treatment service was $62,000.00, which is a $39,000.00 increase.   

Without changing our approach, we would anticipate seeing the same results.  Some 
weeds are becoming more chemical resistant and weed growth will continue to spread.  
We are faced with increasing costs no matter which methods we use to reduce weed 
growth.  

The Clean Water Committee recommends the marginally more expensive 3-prong 
approach described above, which will cost our association $65,514.00.    

The goal of a long-term Lake Preservation Program will be to maintain near-term 
recreational value and to physically remove more nutrient rich biomass than mother 
nature adds to our lake on a perpetual basis.  Doing this will reduce weed growth, algae 
growth, and muck accumulation.  

Up until 2024, the Silver Springs Lake Property Owners Association (SSL-POA) has been 
able to operate within the budget and maintain a positive cash reserve.   

The new boat launch and dock replacement-investment was deemed necessary for 
safety, utility, and to accommodate large weed harvesting (and future dredging) service-
equipment.  This investment plus this year’s Lake Preservation Program costs will 
consume most of the Association’s cash reserves.  

Reserves March 31, 2024,  $116,687 
Pier      - 22,725 
Launch     - 33,380 
2024 – 2025 Budget    - 37,369 
Reserves Balance 2025  $ 23,213 



 
This year, SSL-POA will spend $37,369.00 more than it receives in dues. This spending 
imbalance will be realized, whether we stay with the past (herbicide application approach 
for weed control, or whether we elect to use the new varied approach of Weed Pulling 
(DASH), Weed Harvesting in the Navigation Lanes, and ‘spot’ Herbicide Treatments. 

To reverse the anticipated spending imbalance in 2025 – 2026, and to rebuild cash 
reserves, the SSL-POA Board of Directors will recommend that the annual dues be 
increased to $400.00 per lot.   

It is imperative that we reverse weed growth and improve (restore) the recreational quality 
of Silver Springs Lake.  We have a responsibility to our families, who represent future 
generations of property owners, to collectively invest in and protect the recreational value 
of Silver Springs Lake. The Lake Preservation Committee and the Board of Directors would 
like you to support these efforts by approving an increase in the membership fee later this 
year.  

 

  











 


