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Thank you for reading my newsletter
for legislative updates and District 37
news.

This week, the House and Senate
passed the 2023-2024 Appropriations
Act in a bipartisan vote. This budget,
among many other things, expands
school choice to all North Carolina
families, cuts taxes, bans COVID-19
mandates, makes significant
investments in infrastructure, and
makes record investments in mental
health. This is a smart, strategic, and
responsible budget, and I am proud to
vote for its passage. 

It continues to be my absolute honor
and pleasure to serve the people of
District 37 in the North Carolina
House. 

-Representative Erin Paré

http://www.reperinpare.com
https://youtu.be/mW4TP9m6oLk
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/restoring-america/fairness-justice/north-carolina-republicans-are-taking-a-stand-for-common-sense-fairness
https://www.nccash.com/claiming-your-unclaimed-property


 2023-24 N.C. Budget Highlights 2023-24 N.C. Budget Highlights

  Provided by the Office of House Majority Leader John Bell
  
ToplineTopline
·        Total budget allocates $29.8 billion in FY 2023-24 and $30.9 billion in FY
2024-25.
·        Grows “Rainy Day Fund” to nearly $5 billion for potential economic
downturns and natural disasters.

Salaries and BenefitsSalaries and Benefits (Average over two years)
·        7.4% raise for teachers.



·        Increases starting teacher salary by 11% to $41,000.
·        Increases average teacher pay to $60,671.
·        $400 million for teacher salary supplement assistance in rural, underserved
areas.
·        7% raise for principals and non-certified school staff.
·        9% raise for school bus drivers.
·        7% raise for state employees.
·        7% raise for UNC system and community college employees.
·        11% raise (16.5% with step increases) for State Highway Patrol.
·        4% cost-of-living bonus for retired state employees.
·        $39.6 million for salary increases for hard-to-fill state employee positions.

Tax ReliefTax Relief
·        Cuts taxes by $1.2 billion for families and businesses over the next two
years.
·        Accelerates reduction in personal income tax rate to 3.99% in 2026.
·        Authorizes additional income rate reductions to 2.49% (if revenue-targets
are met).
·        Caps franchise (business) tax paid on the first $1 million.
·        Eliminates state privilege license tax on professionals.

K-12 EducationK-12 Education
·        Makes all students eligible for private K-12 school tuition assistance.
·        $709 million for school construction.
·        $10 million for school health positions, such as counselors and nurses.
·        $70 million for school safety grants.
·        $22 million in salary supplements for teachers in advanced roles.
·        $4 million to expand Advanced Teaching Roles program.
·        $9 million to cover school lunches for low-income students.
·        Creates program to incentivize schools to participate in federal free meal
program.
·        Prohibits school districts from penalizing students with school meal debt.
·        $21.6 million for classroom materials, supplies and equipment.
·        Requires seventh graders to complete career development plan.
·        Requires schools to have program for students to graduate high school
early.
·        Expands scholarship opportunities for students who graduate early.
·        Restricts State Board of Education from withholding funding for charter
schools.

Higher EducationHigher Education
N.C. Community College System
·        $400 million to complete the four-year community college capital
commitment.
·        $14.2 million to improve broadband access at all 47 rural colleges.
·        $8 million to develop career pathways for community college students with
intellectual disabilities.
·        $55 million to support courses that lead to a degree in nursing or health-
related fields.
·        $2.4 million to provide childcare services to parents while they attend
college courses.
·        $25 million to increase financial aid to community college students.
·        Improves local governance of community colleges.
UNC System



·        $530 million for UNC system repairs and renovations.
·        $80 million to expand health-related courses at UNC system schools.
·        $15 million to build research partnerships with next-generation energy
businesses.
·        $47 million to support engineering programs at UNC system schools.
·        $47.2 million to support health and medical programs at UNC system
schools.
·        Funds new School of Civic Life and Leadership at UNC-Chapel Hill,
emphasizing U.S. history, civics and free speech.
·        Expands N.C. Teaching Fellows Program.

HealthHealth
·        $400 million to expand behavioral mental health programs.
·        $319 million for the construction of a new UNC Children’s Behavioral Health
Hospital.
·        $70 million for rural health initiatives.
·        $50 million in incentives for doctors and nurses to serve in rural and
underserved areas.
·        $20 million for grants to support rural telemedicine.
·        $80 million to support families caring for children with behavioral or special
needs.
·        $12.5 million to the Carolina Pregnancy Care Fellowship to support grants
to pregnancy centers.
·        Funds childcare stabilization grants.
·        Increases compensation for direct care workers who assist individuals with
disabilities.
·        Increases reimbursement rates paid to Medicaid behavioral health
providers.
·        $40 million for recruitment and retention bonuses to stabilize staffing at
healthcare facilities.
·        $80 million for new mobile crisis teams and facilities.
·        $19.2 million to combat the opioid crisis.
·        $22.6 million to mitigate youth electronic cigarette and tobacco use.

Agriculture and Natural ResourcesAgriculture and Natural Resources
·        $25 million for farmland preservation.
·        $12 million for foodbanks across the state.
·        $20 million for maintenance and restoration of streams.
·        $250,000 for first annual NC Farmers Appreciation Day.
·        $37.5 million for disaster resiliency and flood mitigation
·        $56 million for parks, trails and land conservation grants.

Economic Development and InfrastructureEconomic Development and Infrastructure
·        $2 billion for more than 200 local water and sewer infrastructure projects.
·        $1.25 billion for Regional Economic Development Reserve.
·        $500 million to NCInnovation for research and development projects at N.C.
universities.
·        $25 million to Golden LEAF Foundation for rural economic development.
·        $107.8 million for Megasites Readiness Program.
·        $10 million for Selectsites Readiness Program.
·        $9.2 million for data modernization and IT projects.
·        $2.6 million to facilitate economic development throughout the state.
·        $7.6 million for broadband internet administration.
·        $397 million for workforce development programs.



Public SafetyPublic Safety
·        $3 million for the N.C. State Highway Patrol.
·        $2 million to replace and update State Crime Lab equipment.
·        Expands Criminal Justice Fellows program.
·        Insulates SBI from political interference by making it an independent
department.
·        Funds new SBI positions to investigate organized retail theft, officer
involved shootings and internet crimes against children.
·        Funds 16 new judges and establishes eight public defender districts with
134 positions.
·        Funds 15 new Medicaid investigation positions to combat fraud.
·        $1.9 million for grants to local emergency management offices.
·        $29 million to provide services and housing for homeless veterans and
victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, and human trafficking.
·        $15 million to support volunteer fire and rescue/emergency medical
services departments.
·        Extends program providing payments to firefighters with cancer diagnosis.

Military and VeteransMilitary and Veterans
·        $1.5 million for Veterans Justice Initiative to help prevent mental health
emergencies.
·        $11.4 million for N.C. National Guard to enhance cybersecurity and protect
critical infrastructure.
·        $3 million for grants to County Veterans Offices.
·        $13.5 million for scholarships for children of wartime veterans.
·        $1 million to maintain military presence and defense industry across the
state.
·        $6 million to Purple Heart Homes to assist disabled and aging veterans with
housing.
·        $750,000 to Military Missions in Action to support disabled veterans with
housing modifications.

TransportationTransportation
·        $1.1 billion for construction projects
·        $700 million for highway maintenance programs.
·        $300 million to 38 airports for improvement.
·        $34 million for improving DMV programs.
·        Doubles the period drivers licenses are valid from eight to sixteen years.
·        Requires independent study on modernizing and privatizing DMV.

Other Key ProvisionsOther Key Provisions
·        Prohibits COVID-19 vaccine mandates for state agencies, local
governments and public schools and universities.
·        $2.7 million to fully implement voter ID.
·        Prohibits State Board of Elections from joining the consortium of election
officials, ERIC, Inc.
·        Prevent local governments from restricting the use or applying fees for
plastic bags.
·        Stops Green New Deal and cap-and-trade energy mandates.
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HB8 Computer Sci. Grad. RequirementHB8 Computer Sci. Grad. Requirement



House Bill 8 “Computer Science Graduation Requirement” passed the General
Assembly and has been sent to the Governor for his signature. Representative
Paré has been working on this bill with N.C. Superintendent of Public
Instruction Catherine Truitt since the Select Committee on Advancing Women
In STEM concluded its work in late 2022.

"Over 70% of future jobs will require a baseline knowledge in computer
science, and this new high school graduation requirement will help equip our
students with the tools they need to compete in the future job market." said
Rep. Paré. "Thank you Sen. Amy Galey, Sen. Michael Lee, Rep. Jon Hardister,
Rep. Representative John Torbett, and Rep. Hugh Blackwell for working with
me on this bill."

The bill passed with two amendments from the Senate regarding community
college accreditation and protecting children from harmful material on the
internet.

https://www.facebook.com/RepJonHardister?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVCcqqTB8QJmMEhW0jLJBc_-Q2erMDAi8_5lgK2TTUXPWcm6ltNgwjtjmnLimRYLMfFQfk3RWWji9knL6mzE6B-QNB-NCoyiMB78JlI5Z72TFo7hM1cQ59dzZC5bs81Em1yXUHp82fQJnOl_fKoDMguK7Ug_tsGWDdJxDV129oOTiZqtQs0CW2hSW7w9d30AzM&__tn__=-%5DK*F
https://www.facebook.com/RepTorbett?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVCcqqTB8QJmMEhW0jLJBc_-Q2erMDAi8_5lgK2TTUXPWcm6ltNgwjtjmnLimRYLMfFQfk3RWWji9knL6mzE6B-QNB-NCoyiMB78JlI5Z72TFo7hM1cQ59dzZC5bs81Em1yXUHp82fQJnOl_fKoDMguK7Ug_tsGWDdJxDV129oOTiZqtQs0CW2hSW7w9d30AzM&__tn__=-%5DK*F


Washington Examiner Op-EdWashington Examiner Op-Ed

Click below for an excellent article by Rep. Jennifer Balkcom about the passage of
HB574 “Fairness In Women’s Sports Act”.

Rep. Paré is a primary sponsor of this bill. She is proud to defend women’s sports
and common-sense in North Carolina.

North Carolina Republicans are taking a stand for common sense, fairness

https://www.facebook.com/VoteBalkcom?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVFD7WWdR08RCS5gvAOwTyySsweWspl1rA_XlZ1gF91_xQcFFs8mu7i4By7n-2AAVofw7lOkh2fT16iJpbBBhR9yRLea07r7Z-6oY-soKs_GDj6RFCA9NGhEI_IHXe9IaPzy21NEeDqQkocNuU3aV9Jvzj0JxilGwdQjlBSUHN75elee2y6VEg7zNAHy5SLt1M&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonexaminer.com%2Frestoring-america%2Ffairness-justice%2Fnorth-carolina-republicans-are-taking-a-stand-for-common-sense-fairness&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Wetherby%40ncleg.gov%7C7815db0dd994414a3ca208dbbb7d960d%7Ccdb33c844db840fbb92401791d2b9e5b%7C0%7C0%7C638309920315954104%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R0R9dtrkZk4nnAX%2FX0%2BACsT8jpBto5q8f9Gfs7LnaBw%3D&reserved=0


News ClipsNews Clips 
Casinos are out, Medicaid is in for state budget votes Thursday, Friday – TheThe
Center Square Center Square 

Universal school choice makes its way into NC budget – Carolina JournalCarolina Journal

Public schools will also benefit from Opportunity Scholarship expansion –
Carolina JournalCarolina Journal

Changes in store for NC’s judicial system under proposed budget – CarolinaCarolina
JournalJournal  

State Health Plan Report Accuses NC Hospitals Of 'Massive' Price Markups –
Winston-Salem Journal Winston-Salem Journal 

HPU Poll: NC Still Feeling Impacts of Inflation – highpoint.eduhighpoint.edu

Report: Hospitals noncompliant with price transparency, make huge price
markups – The Center Square The Center Square 

Strides being made in new businesses and education in NC – CarolinaCarolina
JournalJournal  

8 NC barbecue restaurants make Southern Living’s Best in the South list -
Yahoo NewsYahoo News

A look at North Carolina’s first year with the 988 mental health crisis line - NCNC
Health NewsHealth News

NC Museum of History to fund field trips for K-12 schools - Queen City NewQueen City Newss

ContactContact

The Office of Rep. Erin ParéThe Office of Rep. Erin Paré

Legislative Office BuildingLegislative Office Building

300 N. Salisbury St. Rm. 531

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thecentersquare.com%2Fnorth_carolina%2Farticle_074280b8-57ef-11ee-98c0-47e699455a10.html&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Wetherby%40ncleg.gov%7Cb1a17dc509dd4730b2cc08dbbaa1931a%7Ccdb33c844db840fbb92401791d2b9e5b%7C0%7C0%7C638308975361863925%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mr9v6aGUEtbyBm%2Fvz9SUvYHDJt%2FHsc9r%2FIkIbSrAs0A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.carolinajournal.com%2Funiversal-school-choice-makes-its-way-into-nc-budget%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Wetherby%40ncleg.gov%7Cb1a17dc509dd4730b2cc08dbbaa1931a%7Ccdb33c844db840fbb92401791d2b9e5b%7C0%7C0%7C638308975361863925%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x6eh7R7I7%2Fi5uyY8p9eMaikXoT4TtuB0wKAtm%2FuOsRE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.carolinajournal.com%2Fopinion%2Fpublic-schools-will-also-benefit-from-opportunity-scholarship-expansion%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Wetherby%40ncleg.gov%7Cdd122412f9ac488547ed08dbb9e1a80b%7Ccdb33c844db840fbb92401791d2b9e5b%7C0%7C0%7C638308151089209091%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tRDasY54jOmcZ3tfFrxk1nuGGD9F2s9See%2B7hpWS3rA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.carolinajournal.com%2Fchanges-in-store-for-ncs-judicial-system-under-proposed-budget%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Wetherby%40ncleg.gov%7C59a32a14e31147e0527908dbb9dc758f%7Ccdb33c844db840fbb92401791d2b9e5b%7C0%7C0%7C638308128775844170%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BYlmD7FNuLWkqwltqT7duDoQE%2B922YYDOrvUs8212vI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournalnow.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fstate-health-plan-report-accuses-nc-hospitals-of-massive-price-markups%2Farticle_003d1c76-5171-11ee-b62a-b7609d11af83.html&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Wetherby%40ncleg.gov%7C953e54d21af4403a281408dbb90da6df%7Ccdb33c844db840fbb92401791d2b9e5b%7C0%7C0%7C638307241423879906%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ctr7sBJ3AaTW90Y6HI7QqqZN98v8j6mtPj%2B7%2B7PtVk4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.highpoint.edu%2Fblog%2F2023%2F09%2Fhpu-poll-nc-still-feeling-impacts-of-inflation%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Wetherby%40ncleg.gov%7Cb2a7292a2a3049b16c3008dbb5235b84%7Ccdb33c844db840fbb92401791d2b9e5b%7C0%7C0%7C638302935743088018%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rCDbYF%2FRNJybdcY%2BVqZKj5JF7ZnxDjrCQDwwSTF4mjI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thecentersquare.com%2Fnorth_carolina%2Farticle_15f502da-5262-11ee-b548-5740caa28fac.html&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Wetherby%40ncleg.gov%7Cb2a7292a2a3049b16c3008dbb5235b84%7Ccdb33c844db840fbb92401791d2b9e5b%7C0%7C0%7C638302935743244229%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HrNKSUfZA9GVfPdE%2BB0gYZIHSwVAg7CgrlhYZmxx%2BFk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.carolinajournal.com%2Fstrides-being-made-in-new-businesses-and-education-in-nc%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Wetherby%40ncleg.gov%7C0ee8e6e435c3471bda4a08dbb468206c%7Ccdb33c844db840fbb92401791d2b9e5b%7C0%7C0%7C638302131570663432%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6lPaH1Jn0UFPM%2FCrHIF7YfQlcuvwEu3bBWPvL95k1Mg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.yahoo.com%2F8-nc-barbecue-restaurants-southern-173841481.html&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Wetherby%40ncleg.gov%7C0be62dc8db454bad01af08dbb3c62d83%7Ccdb33c844db840fbb92401791d2b9e5b%7C0%7C0%7C638301436003294123%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZqmSF28t30nIpzPQaUZODQ%2B1EwNLUqAB9zsFRSJK%2FiY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.northcarolinahealthnews.org%2F2023%2F09%2F11%2Fa-look-at-north-carolinas-first-year-with-the-988-mental-health-crisis-line%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Wetherby%40ncleg.gov%7Cc9800e32067c43c1229208dbb39e58ca%7Ccdb33c844db840fbb92401791d2b9e5b%7C0%7C0%7C638301264945363646%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hMRBBsIhWjWwEvbNOoWp%2BjIxkoYfdXfS0aWBiLdVyZs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.qcnews.com%2Fnews%2Fu-s%2Fnorth-carolina%2Fnc-museum-of-history-to-fund-field-trips-for-k-12-schools%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Wetherby%40ncleg.gov%7Ca727d375d4bb4a3a843208dbafce58da%7Ccdb33c844db840fbb92401791d2b9e5b%7C0%7C0%7C638297073041823266%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NXdg9o2UQG5D1XPWQtai5Gjpzi9hUNzd8PjhW9t2s2o%3D&reserved=0


Raleigh, NC 27601

Phone: 919-733-2962

Email: erin.pare@ncleg.gov


