

SEND Policy


Definitions:

Special Education Needs
A child has SEN if they have a learning difficulty/disability calling for special educational provision.

Learning Difficulty
These difficulties mean a child may need to learn in different ways and require extra support to succeed.

Disability
A physical or mental impairment with a "substantial" and "long-term" adverse effect on a child’s ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities. It includes sensory impairments, long-term health conditions and neurodivergent conditions. 


Responsibilities:
The manager is responsible for 
ensuring this policy and its associated procedures are implemented effectively and that there is high expectations for children with SEND
ensuring there is a named SENDCo with key responsibilities 
ensuring reasonable adjustments are made to ensure that every child with SEND gets the support they need 
ensuring parents are informed if the nursery is making special educational provision for their child 
ensuring that all children access a rich and varied curriculum and that children with SEND engage with children who do not have SEND
ensuring that there is a clear approach to responding to children identified with SEND and that progress is monitored and reviewed so that necessary changes to improve practice are made. 
The SENDCo is responsible for
co ordinating the provision of children with SEND
leasing with parents and other agencies
supporting the nursery team to ensure that any plans made for children with SEND follow a graduated approach so that children receive appropriate support. 
Ensuring smooth transitions to other providers including all relevant information/records
All staff are responsible for 
Planning and maintaining a rich stimulating environment that is adapted to meet individual children's needs using a graduated response. 
planning and assessing the impact of any support 
Parents 
Working with parents is essential, as they know their child best. Early years SEND support focuses on a close collaboration between families and practitioners to identify needs early on. Parents should inform the nursery if they have any concerns regarding their child's development so that tailored plans can be put into place. 

The Local Offer
We work in partnership with the local authority to promote the local offer and help children with SEND and their families to find out what support is available and how to access it

A Graduated Approach
Somerset’s Graduated Response Tool is a framework for early identification and support of Special Educational Needs. It promotes a cycle of Assess, Plan, Do, Review to implement tailored strategies and targeted interventions for children with identified needs.

Assess: The setting, SENCO, and parents identify specific learning needs
Plan: Jointly creating a plan with extra help/strategies.
Do: Implementing the support, which may include specialist input.
Review: Regular meetings to check progress and adjust support.


Relevant legislation 
Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 2015 



