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 In Oklahoma, more elections 
are decided between April 1 and 
the end of June than ever make it 
to November.

Besides regular school and 
municipal elections, April of 
even-numbered years brings fi l-
ing for state and federal offi  ces. 
A large share of those races — 50 
of 133 this year — end without 
ever really starting, won by un-
opposed candidates.

Of the rest, many go no further 
than the June party primaries. 
Thirty-four seats, including the 
3rd Congressional District, will 
be decided by primaries this year 
because the only candidates are 
from the same party. 

That means only 46 of the 133 
offi  ces will go to the general elec-
tion. Barring state questions, the 
only two November ballots for 
which all Oklahoma voters will 
be eligible are president of the 
United States and Oklahoma 
corporation commissioner.

In the Tulsa metro area, a 
dozen legislators are unopposed 
for reelection. Nine more — six 
Republican, three Democrat — 
will be chosen in the June 18 pri-
maries. That doesn’t include the 
3rd Congressional District, for 
which 16-term incumbent Frank 
Lucas has two GOP opponents.

The winners of fi ve of the half-
dozen other area Republican leg-
islative primaries are likely to be 
heavy favorites in November. 
The winner of the sixth will meet 
a Democratic incumbent in one 
of the state’s most competitive 
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Eight years ago, when Kyle 
Hilbert won his first term in the 
Oklahoma House of Representa-
tives, he was one of the youngest
members of the Legislature.

He still is.
At 30, the Creek County Re-

publican who is set to become 
the next speaker of the House is 
the third-youngest member of 
that chamber and younger than 

all but one state senator.
So how did the young whip-

persnapper move to the head of 
the class?

Two predecessors, former 
speaker and now Corporation 
Commissioner Todd Hiett and 
former Rep. Skye McNiel , gave 
Hilbert advice he said he’s tried 
to follow.

“If you want to be effective at 
the Capitol, it really comes down
to three things,” he said before 
speaking to the Tulsa Regional 
Chamber recently.

“Be a person of integrity. In-
tegrity matters. It’s a small state.
Everything goes around.

“Hard work pays off,” Hilbert 

continued. “People notice that.
And also, finding your passion.
… You find your area of expertise,
and you lean into that.

“That’s really what I’ve tried 
to do. Be an honest person,
work hard and be focused on my 
area, which has been budget and 
workforce development, for the 
most part.”

Hilbert grew up in Depew, a 
town of about 400 along historic
Route 66. Recently he and his 
wife, Alexis, and their two small 
girls moved into what he calls the
“big city” of Bristow.

Hilbert is the latest in a line 
of Creek County power players 
that most immediately includes 

Hiett and McNiel. All three were 
elected from House District 29,
which is primarily Creek County
but for many years has included 
parts of Tulsa County’s western 
panhandle.

In 2004, Hiett became the 
state’s first Republican speaker 
in 80 years. McNiel served eight 
years in the House and is now ex-
ecutive director of the Oklahoma
Association of Career and Tech-
nology Education.

Across the Capitol rotunda,
Sapulpa’s Brian Bingman was 
Senate president pro tem from 
2011 to 2017 and later Oklahoma 

Young speaker-elec
relies on hard work
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Speaker Pro Tem Kyle Hilbert runs the House on May 26, the last day of the 2023 legislative session. He is in line to be the speaker of the House
during the next legislative session.
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A new “micro grocery store”
concept that will provide healthy,
affordable food and other items 
to Tulsans in an underserved part
of the community broke ground 
last week.

The BAZAR store, a project 
of Tulsa Metropolitan Ministry,
will be located at 5247 E. Pine St.
in the Dawson neighborhood of 
north Tulsa.

Funding for the project in-
cludes $220,000 in American 
Rescue Plan Act funds from the 
city of Tulsa.

Aliye Shimi, TMM executive 
director, said the organization 
developed the BAZAR concept 
and is partnering with Tulsa City
Council District 3 to bring it to 

life as a pilot project.
“Food insecurity is a major 

problem that affects so many 
Tulsans for a number of reasons,”
Shimi said, adding that it’s hoped
the project can improve access 
to food in a part of town that’s a 
known food desert.

She said partnerships with lo-
cal food providers will be key to 
keeping the store stocked with 
groceries and providing daily 

Grocery store to open
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This artist’s rendering of the BAZAR microgrocery shows glass panels across
the front and solar panels on the roof.

Creek County’s Kyle 

Hilbert is in line to be 

next House speaker

Many races in state 

are determined early

The ‘micro grocery

store’ has broken

ground in food desert
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meals to area children.
“Our goal is to provide as many lo-

cally sourced products in the store as
possible. We want to ensure more busi-
ness for our Oklahoma producers while
providing wholesome nutrition for our
community members,” Shimi said.

Food partners include nonprofit Food
On The Move, which will supply pro-
duce, and Desi Wok restaurant, which
will provide hot meals for busy fami-
lies.

Plans also call for partnering with
local food trucks to provide free meals
for students at nearby Hamilton El-
ementary and MET Junior High and
High School.

In addition to food access, organizers
want the property to serve as a com-
munity gathering space, with program-
ming and additional resources offered.

“This is a much-needed resource in
District 3, and I look forward to seeing
all the good to come from this space
as we move forward,” District 3 City
Councilor Crista Patrick said.

“BAZAR is not only an innovative,
community-focused way to provide in-
creased access to fresh produce, meats,
and other farm-to-table grocery items,
but Tulsa Metropolitan Ministry will
activate partnerships to address food
insecurity, provide resources and cul-
tivate a space for community to gather.”

The store will be membership-based
and will rely on self-service technology
instead of cashiers.

Customers will be able to use credit
or debit cards, SNAP benefit cards and/
or prepaid BAZAR cash cards.

BAZAR’s vending system will account
for inventory shifts and automatically
deduct or credit user accounts as they
make purchases, officials said.

tim.stanley@tulsaworld.com

districts.
Here is a quick preview of 

the 10 Tulsa-area elections to 
be decided by primaries just 
over two months from now.

CD 3: Lucas, who came to 
Congress via a 1994 special 
election, would pass the late 
Tom Steed as Oklahoma’s lon-
gest-serving House member 
in the midst of one more term.

Lucas’ primary opponents 
are Robin Carder, a Sand 
Springs accountant with ties 
to election denier Mike Lindell 
and who was the subject of an 
FBI investigation because of 
her actions toward local and 
state election officials, and 
Darren Hamilton, a commu-
nications specialist from Fort 
Supply.

CD 3 covers nearly half the 
state’s land area, reaching 
from the tip of Panhandle to 
the Red River to downtown 
Oklahoma City and to within 
less than a mile of downtown 
Tulsa.

SD 11: This Democratic pri-
mary for a vacant north Tulsa 
seat matches two candidates 
well-known to the district: 
state Rep. Regina Goodwin 
and former City Councilor Joe 
Williams.

Goodwin is giving up a 
safe House seat for a shot at 
the Senate, while Williams is 
coming out of semi-retire-
ment. 

Williams retired from 
ONEOK after 36 years. After 
leaving the Tulsa City Council, 
he’s mounted several unsuc-
cessful campaigns for other 

offices, including the House of 
Representatives in 2015, when 
Goodwin won a crowded spe-
cial election.

Goodwin is known for 
speaking out, especially on 
civil rights issues. Before win-
ning the House seat, she was 
an unsuccessful candidate for 
SD 11.

SD 29: Although generally 
regarded as a staunch conser-
vative, two-term Republican 
incumbent Sen. Julie Daniels 
of Bartlesville is being chal-
lenged from the right by for-
mer state Rep. Wendi Stear-
man of Collinsville.

In her campaign material, 
Stearman claims that Dan-
iels is soft on immigration for 
showing interest in allowing 
people to obtain state-issued 
identification without proving 
citizenship. The IDs could not 
have been used to register to 
vote.

Stearman defeated a Repub-
lican in a 2020 House primary 
but lost two years later to Rep. 
John Kane, who went unop-
posed this year.

Historically associated with 
Bartlesville, SD 29 includes 
Washington, Nowata and 
northern Rogers counties and 
comes within a few miles of 
the Tulsa city limits.

HD 10: Republican incum-
bent Judd Strom of Copan is 
also feeling some heat from 
the right. Elected as a friend 
of public education in rural 
Oklahoma, Strom is being 
tagged a “lemming” by chal-
lenger Chad McCarthy of 
Dewey.

HD 10 includes parts of 
Washington, Nowata and 
Osage counties.

HD 13 — Muskogee Public 
Schools Superintendent Jarod 
Mendenhall, who formerly led 
Broken Arrow Public Schools 
and was a Union assistant 
superintendent, is trying to 
knock out first-term Repub-
lican incumbent Neil Hays of 
Checotah.

HD 23: Republicans Der-
rick Hildebrant of Catoosa and 
Connor Whitham of Tulsa are 
the only contestants for this 
vacant seat.

A retired Air National Guard 
master sergeant, Hildebrant 
is associated with Equipping 
Pastors International, which 
trains “indigenous pastors 
to preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.”

Hildebrant has been a Ca-
toosa city councilor and been 
involved in activities sur-
rounding the Route 66 cen-
tennial.

Whitham is a teacher and 
coach at East Central High 
School, where he was also a 
standout student and soccer 
player. His social media says 
he’s “working daily to intro-
duce students to Jesus” and is 
endorsed by the Tulsa Frater-
nal Order of Police.

HD 67: A four-way GOP 
fight in this southeast Tulsa 
district to succeed Republican 
incumbent Jeff Boatman, who 
is running for state Senate, 
means a runoff is not unlikely.

The entrants are Kane 
Smith, a businessman and for-
mer Army infantryman, medic 
and military contractor; Ryan 
Myers, a businessman who, 
at 6-10, would undoubtedly 
be the tallest member of the 
Legislature; therapist and 
Christian counselor Bowden 

McElroy; and Rob Hall.
HD 68: Republican incum-

bent Lonnie Sims’ decision 
to run for the Tulsa County 
Commission leaves this Tulsa 
and Jenks district west of the 
Arkansas River to GOP candi-
dates Mike Lay and Jonathan 
Grable.

Lay has been president of 
Layco Electronic Innovations 
for 20 years.

Grable has worked in sev-
eral fields, including six years 
in the state Senate and several 
years as jury coordinator for 
Tulsa County district courts.

HD 72: Former CD 1 candi-
date Adam Martin and Tulsa 
Public Schools educator Mi-
chelle McCane are contending 
in the Democratic primary for 
this odd-shaped district that 
reaches from far north Tulsa 
down to 15th Street, then 
west across the southern half 
of downtown to 57th West Av-
enue.

The winner will replace 
Democrat Monroe Nich-
ols, who is running for Tulsa 
mayor.

Martin was the Democrats’ 
entry against 1st District Con-
gressman Kevin Hern two 
years ago. McCane has been 
Teacher of the Year at TRAICE 
High School, an alternative 
school in the TPS system.

HD 73: This Democratic 
primary to replace Goodwin 
matches Ron Stewart, a fire-
fighter and paramedic, and 
restaurateur Darrell Knox, 
owner of Sweet Lisa’s Cafe.

HD 73 encompasses north-
west Tulsa, including Green-
wood and Gilcrease Hills.

randy.krehbiel@tulsaworld.com
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secretary of state.
As a student, Hilbert was a

prominent figure on the Okla-
homa State University campus.
His first experience as a politi-
cal candidate in the wider world,
though, was a bit of an awaken-
ing.

“I went into the Ethics Com-
mission in November of 2015 to
file my (campaign finance) pa-
perwork, and they said, ‘Oh, are
you here to apply for a scholar-
ship?’

“I was very young, but I think
it helped me in the long run be-
cause it made me work that much
harder,” Hilbert said. “I knew
any meeting I came to, I needed
to be well-studied. I knew I
needed to have already looked at
all the spreadsheets. I needed to
have done my homework. And I
knew if I was going to speak up
it needed to be really, really im-
portant.”

Hilbert said he was “young
and dumb enough” to volunteer
to work on the budget during his
first term, which coincided with
one of the state’s most severe
revenue shortfalls in decades.

Hilbert soon became vice
chairman of the Appropriations
and Budget Committee and then,
last year, speaker pro tem, a posi-
tion second in line to the speak-
ership.

With current speaker Charles
McCall, R-Atoka, terming out,
the Republican caucus chose
Hilbert its speaker-elect for the

60th Legislature, which begins
next February.

Because the Republicans are
guaranteed a majority even if
Democrats win every contested
seat in November, Hilbert is as
sure of becoming speaker as it is
possible to be.

He will be the youngest speaker
in state history and one of the
youngest nationally.

Although he had just finished a

year as OSU’s student body pres-
ident and fostered an interest
in politics, Hilbert said he was
“certainly not” angling for the
speaker’s chair when he decided
to run for the Legislature.

“There were some folks who
really recruited me and encour-
aged me to run,” Hilbert said.
“They said, ‘Kyle, we think you’d
make a great candidate.’ I appre-
ciated that, … but I don’t want to

just fill a seat.
“When you look at politics,

particularly in Washington, D.C.,
we have a lot of people who are
good candidates, but that doesn’t
mean they’re good legislators.
That doesn’t mean they’re good
at their job. It just means they’re
good at being elected.”

Moments later, speaking to the
Tulsa Chamber, Hilbert laid out
some of his views on legislating.

“For 100-plus years, all of the
complex issues of the state have
been debated on the House floor,”
he said. “At times those debates
get passionate and they get
heated, because we are debating
for our friends, our neighbors,
our family. … For those of us at
the Capitol, we’re fighting for our
loved ones.

“You could have two legis-
lators, one from Broken Arrow
and one from Broken Bow. They
could be fighting on an issue
and have separate positions,
but they’re both doing the right
thing, because there’s a decent
chance that what’s good for Bro-
ken Arrow isn’t good for Broken
Bow.

Sometimes, he said, differ-
ences can appear much larger
than they are. Referring to the
recent eclipse, when the much
smaller moon blocked out the
much larger sun, Hilbert said:
“Sometimes, with those issues at
the Capitol, we need to just take a
step backward and get a different
perspective.”

He returned to the idea that
Oklahoma, with 4 million peo-
ple, is really a small community
in which most people are “2 or 3
degrees” of separation removed.

“In a small state, it’s really
about relationships,” Hilbert
said. “As a single legislator, there
are really only two things you can
do by yourself. Some people do
them at the same time. And that’s
make the news and get in trouble.
But if you’re going to make law,
you need relationships.”

randy.krehbiel@tulsaworld.com
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Teacher, Support Employee
of the Year: Owasso Public
Schools announced Thursday
that Amanda Kennett is its 2024
Teacher of the Year and Sean
Parker is its Support Employee of
the Year.

A Spanish teacher at Owasso’s
Eighth Grade Center, Kennett has
taught for almost 20 years, includ-
ing 12 years at Owasso.

Parker is a system administrator
in the district’s technology depart-
ment and is responsible for man-
aging data feeds in PowerSchool,
Owasso’s student information
system.

Second chance: Tulsa Public
Schools’ second enrollment win-
dow opens Monday and will re-
main open through May 31.

Open signups: The Muscogee
Nation’s Accessing Choices in Ed-
ucation will begin accepting ap-

plications at noon Monday for its
science-focused activities sched-
uled for May and June in Tulsa and
Oklahoma City. Applications are
available online at mcnaceservices.
com, and participation is open to
any American Indian or Alaska
Native student attending school
within the Muscogee Nation Res-
ervation.

Professional development:
The Oklahoma Foundation for
Excellence announced Wednesday
that it has selected 34 teachers for
its annual Colonial Williamsburg
Teacher Institute.

Tulsa-area educators selected
for the program include Lone Star’s
Kala Butler, Jennifer Coonfield
Kelly from Eisenhower Interna-
tional, Kari Millen from Andersen
Elementary, Shana Ramirez from
Zarrow International, Casey Rice
from Owasso’s Smith Elemen-
tary, Kenneth Trinidad from Ellen
Ochoa and Wythe Dodson from

Broken Arrow’s Childers Middle
School.

Stay home days and instruc-

tional shifts: Anderson is not in
session Monday.

Monday is a distance-learning

day for Union.
Tulsa School of Arts and Sci-

ences is not in session Thursday
and Friday.

Friday is a distance-learning day
for Collinsville students in grades
6-12, as well as all students attend-
ing Mounds.

Classes are not in session Fri-
day for Berryhill, Dove Char-
ter Schools, Mannford, Owasso,
Pretty Water, Sperry or Tulsa
Honor Academy.

Prue Public Schools will have
in-person classes on Friday.

School board calendar: The
boards of education for Bartlesville,
Broken Arrow, Catoosa and Tulsa
are scheduled to meet Monday.

TPS’ board has a special meeting
scheduled for Tuesday.

The State CareerTech board is
scheduled to meet Thursday.

lenzy.krehbiel-burton@tulsaworld.
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Owasso Public Schools Superintendent Margaret Coates, from left, poses
with district Teacher of the Year Amanda Kennett, Substitute Teacher of
the Year Susi Eastin and Support Employee of the Year Sean Parker.
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Rep. Kyle Hilbert, R-Bristow, talks with colleagues before a House Joint Committee on Appropriations and
Budget meeting at the Oklahoma Capitol last May 23.
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