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Kerr County Soil & Water 
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Meet Sid!  I’ve hidden him inside this Newsletter. The 

first person to find him and post it on the Kerr County 

SWCD’s  Facebook page gets a prize! 

~Missie Dreiss, Kerr County SWCD District Technician 

https://www.facebook.com/kerrcoswcd 
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$30.00 Early Bird Special  ~ $45.00 At The Gate 

5 CEU’s (Pesticide Lic.)  

Please make checks payable to Kerr County SWCD and Mail to: 2104 Memorial Blvd. Ste. 103, Kerrville, TX 78028 

Friday, May 6, 2022 8:00am - 4:00pm 

Hill Country Youth Event Center ~ 3785 Hwy. 27 Kerrville, TX 78028 

Save The Date! 
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2022 Kerr County Conservation Awards   

The Texas State Soil & Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) hosts a Conserva-

tion Awards Program each year to acknowledge, recognize and honor those who 

dedicate themselves and their talents to the conservation and wise use of our re-

newable natural resources.  The conservation awards program provides competi-

tion and incentives to expand and improve conservation efforts, resource devel-

opment, and increase the wise utilization of our renewable natural resources.  As 

a result, soil and water conservation districts and both rural and urban citizens of 

Texas are benefited.  Local winners are determined by the district and may be 

submitted for area competition.  State winners will be selected from the five area 

winners. 

Congratulations!!!  
Conservation Rancher 

Real Wallace Ranch LP 

Thomas Wallace 

Friend of Conservation 

Riverside Nature Center 

Conservation Teacher 

Callie Hough 

Divide ISD 

Wildlife Conservationist 

Crider & Crider 

Mark Crider 



Spring Planting Season 

Is Just Around The Corner 

 

Kerr SWCD can take care of your seed 

needs!  From custom grass mixes, wildlife/

deer/dove mixes, tank dam mixes or specif-

ic species seed, we can order exactly what 

your needs call for!  Call the office to dis-

cuss what you are looking for and get your 

seed in time for the Spring planting season! 

(830) 896-4911x3 

Tips To Planting Seed 

Always plant on fresh disturbed soil 

 Establish a firm seedbed 

Don't plant too deep  

Develop a root system  

One of the most common mistakes when planting is not planting 

the seed into freshly disturbed soil. There have been several field 

plantings that farmers would begin planting and be rained out 

before finishing. Some would go back into the field and continue 

planting without disturbing the un-sown part of the field. The part 

of the field that was not disturbed after the rain would never 

have the stand that the freshly disturbed seedbed would have. 

The only exception to this is when the seed is planted with a no-

till grass drill. The second problem that occurs when planting 

small seed is having a firm seedbed. When most fields are 

plowed, air pockets are placed in the soil by the plow. During 

limited rainfall times, these pockets can allow the seed to germi-

nate and then die when the roots grow into air pockets. With 

adequate moisture, the "raindrop splash" effect will firm the seed-

bed where there aren't any air pockets. Through years of planting 

it has been found that a seedbed can never be too firm. In fact, 

the firmer the seedbed, the better the stand. Some people will 

firm the seedbed by rolling it before planting the seed. Others 

will plant the seed then roll the seedbed. Both ways work in es-

tablishing a crop. We feel that rolling the seedbed before planting 

is more important than after and rolling before and after is best. 

The third problem in planting is the depth in which the seed is 

planted. The old timers had a saying that seven times the diame-

ter of the seed is the maximum depth that any seed should be 

planted. The state of Oklahoma did a study, and found out that 

up to fifty percent of the wheat seed planted in Oklahoma never 

came up because it was planted too deep. Considering the size of 

wheat in comparison to grass and flower seed makes depth of 

planting critical to success. If a grass seeder with disk openers is 

used, then make sure that each disk has a depth band on it to 

insure proper depth placement. If the seed is broadcasted, firming 

the seedbed by rolling it will insure that the seed is not placed to 

deep. The fourth problem in planting seed is the amount of time 

that the stand needs to establish itself. The Government recom-

mends one full growing season before grazing. This is a wise man-

agement practice. Perennials, unlike annuals, need to establish a 

root system before being grazed. Few stands, if any, have ever 

died during the winter of the first year if they were allowed to 

develop their root system. Several stands have been wiped out by 

grazing or haying the first season due to lack of root develop-

ment.  

Kerr County SWCD Scholarship Program 

Honoring Mr. Buck Menges 

Deadline for applications 

Thursday, March 31st 

Do you have a graduating senior interested in pursuing a career in agriculture? 

The Kerr County SWCD offers a $1,000 Scholarship for students that reside in or attend/ at-

tended school in Kerr County. Download the application from our website today! 

 www.kerrcountyswcd.com 


